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NIOC’s 18th Advisory Board Meeting 

 

he 18th NIOC Advisory Board Meeting was held on Friday 02 April 2021 at 3 pm. The 

following participated: Advisory Board: Tariq Parvez, Zahid Hussain, Samina Ahmed, 

Zubair Habib and Jawaid Akhtar. Fasi Zaka has not been able to participate in the last four 

AB meetings. 

NIOC Directorate and Consultants: Tariq Khosa, Ejaz Hussain, Ali Nekokara, Kashif Noon, 

Hassan Sardar, Ammar Jaffri and Saroop Ijaz. Amir Rana, being in Turkey, missed participating. 

Director Khosa shared details and plans for 1st NIOC-NESA Center Washington DC Virtual 

Discussion on 07 April on South Asia Security Challenges, particularly in reference to USA and 

Pakistan's perspectives. Tariq Parvez, Zahid Hussain, Samina Ahmed and Amir Rana were 

proposed to be the panelists from NIOC side. Director Terry Wolff, Dean Roger Kangas, Ali Jalali 

and Hassan Abbas would represent NESA Center. 

Draft Framework for National OC Strategy was discussed and disseminated to all NIOC 

Members. 

March OC Review was to be issued by Amir Rana. 

First Monthly CE Watch was to be issued for March 2021 as a follow-up of recent CE Study carried 

out by NIOC. Deputy Director Ejaz Hussain would be the editor who would be assisted by 

Manager Ops Hassan Sardar. 

AB agreed with NIOC Directorate to draft a proposal for GI Resilience Fund on OC Study for 

Pakistan from July to December 2021. Kashif Noon and Ali Nekokara would prepare the first 

draft during April 2021.
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Changing security paradigm? 

By Muhammad Amir Rana 

 SERIES of recent events has led many to speculate that winds of change pertaining to 

the national security paradigm may be blowing in Islamabad’s policy corridors. From 

the Pakistan army chief’s calling on India and Pakistan to bury the past and move on, 

and the exchange of letters between the two countries’ prime ministers, to the renewed discourse 

on bilateral trade — despite the subsequent backtracking — it reflects Pakistan’s apparently 

changing and intertwined national security and economic diplomacy outlooks. And this is 

happening at a time when an initial draft of the long-awaited national security policy is expected 

to be soon submitted to the prime minister. 

Successive governments in Pakistan, since 2008 to be precise, have struggled to craft a brand new, 

comprehensive national security policy. They assig­ned the task to diplomats, bureaucrats, and 

retired generals, who submitted the drafts to their respective governments. While the governments, 

for reasons unknown, preferred not to announce or make public those policy drafts, portions of 

these made their way into the media. They indicated a shift from geostrategic to geo-economic 

considerations, and the insertion of non-traditional and human security dimensions into the orbit 

of national security. The last policy document had gone a step further by adding a component of 

regional connectivity to supplement the Chinese Belt and Road Initiative while conceiving Pakistan 

as a transit state. Although previous versions have already covered most essential elements of 

national security, both internal and external, the incumbent government claims that the policy draft 

it intends to put forth would be the outcome of a more inclusive process. 

However, it is difficult to understand these ‘mysterious’ inclusive processes in Pakistan, in 

particular on national security, which evade parliament and are usually considered the exclusive 

domain of powerful institutions. Lack of parliamentary debate on the issue was also a major flaw 

in the previous drafts of the national security policy. On the whole, in Pakistan, democracy or 

democratic processes are hardly considered a factor in nurturing national cohesion, building trust 

among communities and bringing economic prosperity to the country. There is no harm in getting 

input from academic institutions and think tanks, despite their sorry state of affairs in the country. 

At least the standing and special committees of the lower and upper houses can be taken on 

board. In the end, these committees can ensure implementation and transparency in policy 

discourse. But the establishment is not a big fan of these committees and often ridicules the 

‘quality’ of the people’s representatives. 

The fate of the policy framework, which has yet to materialise, cannot be predicted. The 

bureaucracy has also developed some security frameworks, including the National Internal 

Security Policy, Counter Violent Extremism Policy, and National Dialogue Policy. However, 

these policies have never been taken seriously enough to be implemented. The existing power 

structure is not capable of conceiving new ideas nor can it implement even what it devises on its 
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own. The National Action Plan is another example of this failure, with a little exception in that 

parliament was taken on board, at least for its endorsement. This is the reason NAP is still alive 

in memory and we recall it whenever any critical extremism challenge arises. 

Developing a discourse on critical security challenges does not require rocket science. The 

collective memory of a nation guides its provisions, which are largely related to our lives, society 

and nation. Drafting may require skill and for this purpose, the bureaucracy is brought in. If shorn 

of clichés and jargon, the national security discourse can be described in a simple way. 

To handle its internal and external challenges, Pakistan needs a strong economy and good 

relations with the world, especially with its neighbours. Among the neighbours, India is the most 

critical challenge, mainly because of the Kashmir issue. To deal with India, there are several 

courses of action possible, including direct talks, mediation or complete disengagement. To 

defuse tensions, there are few better examples in both countries than the efforts made by 

Vajpayee, Musharraf, and Mian Nawaz Sharif. If required, these can be used as a template or they 

can be reinvented, but the most important consideration is leadership. 

The relationship between India and Pakistan has passed through many ups and downs. During 

the good patches it has triggered enormous optimism on both sides, but its fundamentally 

conventional framework has remained intact. It is interesting that whenever a change in national 

security is conceived in Islamabad, it starts from the eastern border. This is natural as our political 

universe revolves around the threat from the eastern side, and this is deeply rooted in our psyche. 

In that context, does there need to be a shift in Pakistan’s security approach? Does the 

conventional security paradigm not serve the purpose? If so, why, and what kind of shift does 

the power elite have in mind? These questions need an open discussion on public forums, media, 

and most importantly, in parliament. 

Pakistan’s political and strategic position has been subject to an international coercive process, 

where its relationship with traditional allies including the US and the Middle East has gone 

through a transformative phase, and India has exploited it very well. Since its inception, 

Pakistan’s economy has remained dependent on its political and strategic relationship with the 

world, mainly the West, China, and the Middle East. Whenever global and regional political 

dynamics change, Pakistan’s economy suffers. The power elites have been successful in so far as 

realignment and adjusting according to their strategic needs are concerned, but they have never 

seriously addressed the economic issue. 

Pakistan has to focus more on transforming its economy, which may require good relations with 

India, Afghanistan and Iran. Conceiving everything in the security perspective and putting 

everything in the basket of human security will further empower the elites, which are least 

interested in reforming the economy, state, and society, and more concerned about maximising 

the advantages to themselves. The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor has become a victim of this 

mindset. CPEC has great potential to transform the economy and challenge the existing means of 

production, but the idea has been confined to a narrow strategic and political context. 

Published in Dawn, April 4th, 2021 
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Rules under review 

T last, Attorney General Khalid Jawed Khan’s assurance to the Islamabad High Court in 

January, that the government is prepared to review the controversial Removal and 

Blocking of Unlawful Online Content (Procedure, Oversight and Safeguards) Rules, 

2020, has been fulfilled — in part. An inter-ministerial committee has been formed following the 

AG’s recommendation to the prime minister that “further and broad-based consultations were 

required for framing of comprehensive rules for regulation of social media which protect the 

fundamental rights of freedom of speech and right to information as envisaged under Articles 19 

and 19-A … while also ensuring that social media platforms are not abused and material is not 

disseminated in violation of laws”. It is to submit a report of its recommendations within 30 days. 

Perhaps with the human rights minister at the helm of the review committee, Pakistanis can hope 

for a better outcome — one that is premised on upholding the rights of citizens over arbitrary and 

excessive expansion of the powers of the state. Indeed, the attorney general admitting that it was 

a mistake to not involve relevant stakeholders in the process is a welcome acknowledgement. 

However, there are still valid reasons to remain wary. 

For one, according to Media Matters for Democracy, the petitioners who are challenging the 

constitutionality of the rules in court objected in a hearing on April 1 to the ‘one-sided’ 

composition of the review committee. While the government has given assurances that all 

stakeholders’ feedback will be taken into account, we have heard this many times before, from 

both the incumbent and previous government — and consistently been let down. Last year’s 

‘consultative’ processes on the new rules amounted to eyewash. Including relevant stakeholder 

representatives within the committee itself can help to repair damaged trust and lend the process 

much-needed legitimacy. Even more critically, however, is that any meaningful consultation 

would lead to only one logical conclusion, one that has been voiced repeatedly by rights groups 

and digital experts — that Pakistan’s current digital governance structure is fundamentally 

antithetical to a free and open internet in which citizens’ rights are affirmed and digital innovation 

and commerce are allowed to flourish. Addressing this would require not only scrapping the new 

rules in their entirety, but drastically overhauling the Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act, 2016. 

Is the government prepared to listen to its people and see such a process through? 

 

Published in Dawn, April 5th, 2021 
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ATC judge assassinated with three 

family members 

Muqaddam Khan 

WABI: A judge of the Swat Anti-Terrorism Court, his wife, daughter and grandson were 

killed and his driver was injured when unidentified assailants opened fire on his car on 

Sunday. 

Judge Aftab Afridi was going to Islamabad from Swat when his car came under fire at the Swabi 

Interchange on the Islamabad-Peshawar Motorway. All the four — Mr Afridi, his wife Bibi 

Zainab, daughter Kiran and three-year-old grandson Mohammad Sanan — died while the driver 

Jehangir Khan was seriously injured. 

Prime Minister Imran Khan took to Twitter to pledge an early arrest of the attackers. 

“Strongly condemn the murder of ATC judge Aftab Afridi, his wife & 2 children at Anbar 

Interchange, Swabi. The perpetrators of this gruesome act will be apprehended & dealt with full 

severity of the law,” he said. 

The incident occurred in the jurisdiction of Tehsil Chota Lahor City police station. 

DIG Mardan Yaseen Farooq rushed to the scene of the attack soon after receiving the information. 

He was accompanied by District Police Officer Muhammad Shoaib Khan. 

When contacted, Tehsil Chota Lahor City SHO Altaf Khan said that a car overtook the judge’s 

vehicle near the Swabi Interchange and unidentified men travelling in it attacked the judge’s 

vehicle. Police said that victims were shot at close range. 

The injured driver was taken to Bacha Khan Hospital Complex, Shahmansoor. 

 

Published in Dawn, April 5th, 2021 
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Where is our minorities rights 

commission? 

Benazir Jatoi 

ccording to a May 11, 2020, Ministry of Religious Affairs notification, a national 

minorities commission was to be reconstituted. The composition consists of six members, 

representatives of different federal ministries, along with the secretary of Ministry of 

Religious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony. The Council of Islamic Ideology (CII) is also a member. 

There are 12 non-official members from the minority community and two Muslim members. The 

present composition, and its governance, results in no commission at all. Such a commission is a 

bureaucratic eyewash, a ‘tick box’ and a disingenuous exercise. 

Through this notification, the federal government has shown contempt for a 2014 apex court 

judgment, of Justice Tassaduq Jilani: a minorities commission should be set up “to monitor the 

practical realisation of the rights and safeguards provided to the minorities under the 

Constitution and law” and “have the ability “to frame policy recommendations for safeguarding 

and protecting minorities’ rights by the Provincial and Federal Governments”. It further violates 

recommendations of the Suddle Commission formed out of a 2016 apex court judgment. 

In addition to contempt, there are two important points to note. The first fundamental issue with 

this new attempted commission is that it lacks independence. It is an executive-led body that does 

not have the ability to self-critic nor to identify its own blind spots. It has no sting, no spine nor 

does it have its own thought. It will carry out functions of the executive, which will both go 

against the 2014 Jilani court judgment as well as the essential principle of independence much 

needed to address the stark discrimination faced by religious minorities. Secondly, this 

commission is not an inter-faith harmony commission — every time we discuss minority rights, 

we do not have to look at it from the point of view of appeasing the Muslim majority. If we look 

at it unflinchingly from a human rights’ perspective, with dignity, non-discrimination and 

security as its focus, we would not need religious members to be part of the commission, just as 

we don’t have such members on the National Human Rights Commission, nor in the Status of 

Women Commission. 

Between private member bills tabled by members of the National Assembly (Lal Chang Malhi, 

Begum Hussain and Sanjay Perwani) regarding a commission was shut down by the Ministry of 

Religious Affairs on the pretext that the ministry is consolidating the draft bills into one 

comprehensive bill. We have not heard nor have we seen that bill to date. This is also a way for 

the ministry to control the issue from a religious perspective only. 

The reality is: minorities in Pakistan are not safe. Their social and economic status is precarious. 

Their security is subject to the arbitrary whim of the unempathetic Muslim majority and the writ 
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of the state has all but withered in the face of a violent extremist ideology. Forced conversions of 

young minority girls, false charges of blasphemy and violent attacks of places of worship and 

private homes are some of the obvious results of years of negligence and mere lip service to the 

country’s minorities. 

What this new composition does is reiterate that the government does not wish to ruffle the 

feathers of the orthodox religious lobby it relies so heavily on as part of its voter base. This voter 

base holds the dangerous and misplaced belief that religious minorities do not have inalienable 

rights as equal citizens. The misconception that the Muslim majority whimsically and arbitrarily 

gives (and takes) rights is unconstitutional, illegal and immoral. The composition of this 

commission reiterates this misconception. Previous governments have made this same mistake 

— the forming of a commission linked to politicians, the federal cabinet and bureaucracy. 

Ironically, the urgent need for this government to want to do everything different from previous 

governments does not seem to apply to this commission. They have used the same unimaginative 

way of looking at a commission for minorities’ rights as have previous governments. 

Apart from Jinnah’s words for an inclusive country and constitutional guarantees of equality, 

Pakistan has no concrete state policy on minority rights, translating the founder’s vision. There is 

no policy nor a legislative initiative that specifically speaks to and for minorities; no roadmap on 

how to build a counter-narrative to religious extremism (the National Action Plan has almost 

abandoned); and little, if any, political commitment. If any political will exists, it is fragmented, 

afraid and lacks a clear determination to tackle the issue. This new reconstitution by the religious 

affairs ministry is far from addressing these gaps. 

What we seek and require is a watchdog that is formed through legislation, similar to the national 

women’s commission (the National Commission on the Status of Women Act 2012) and human 

rights commission (the National Commission on Human Rights Act 2012); and for provincial 

commissions to follow suit that coordinate and collaborate with the national commission closely; 

a commission that has at its core independence, including financial independence, with an 

advisory and recommendary role to help identify gaps and recommend policy changes to the 

government of the day; and a commission that has at the forefront the security, identity and 

dignity of non-Muslim citizens. We seek a commission that fulfills the apex court’s 2014 judgment 

and is empowered enough to convert the 2016 Suddle Commission’s recommendations, and 

many more, into action. An executive body cannot fulfil such a role. Only an independent 

institution, with a legislative mandate can do so — outliving governments to ensure Pakistan 

fulfils constitutional guarantees and international commitments to change the lives of 

disadvantaged, fearful citizens. We must re-enforce the principle that human rights and human 

dignity must always be blind to religion, status, caste or gender. 

So, the question still stands: where is our much needed legislatively mandated, independent, 

national commission for non-Muslim Pakistanis? After all, the demanding, enforcing and 

ensuring of inalienable rights for all is a necessity, not a privilege. 

 

Published in The Express Tribune, April 6th, 2021.
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Behind the Broadsheet blunder 

By Hasaan Khawar 

he Broadsheet Commission report is not merely an inquiry into what went wrong with 

one particular contract but is instead a sneak peek into how bureaucracy works. 

The scandal is about two asset recovery firms: Broadsheet LLC (Isle of Man) and 

International Asset Recovery LLC (IAR), which never ended up providing any significant 

services, yet caused a huge loss to the national exchequer. Broadsheet eventually transferred its 

right of settlement to Steeplechase, which became the beneficiary of the final arbitration award. 

The overall cost to the exchequer was much more than the $28.7 million arbitration award and 

$1.5 million wrongful payment. It also included the 20% share (approximately $1.5-2 million) 

paid to Broadsheet from the amount recovered from Admiral Mansurul Haq, without any 

services rendered, and the settlement cost of $2.2 million paid to IAR. In addition, the government 

also incurred huge legal fees and other costs. 

The entire case was built on two poorly drafted legal documents. First were the original asset 

recovery agreements (ARA). These ARA were so damaging that when reviewed by Barrister 

Shahida Jamil, Justice (retd) Shafiur Rahman and Fakhruddin G Ebrahim in 2001, they all termed 

them financially disadvantageous to the government and highlighted the possibility of “painful 

international arbitration” that the government could face. 

Second was the settlement agreement. Although, as per the ARA, the rights of Broadsheet LLC 

(Isle of Man) could not be assigned to another party without the prior consent of the National 

Accountability Bureau (NAB), the settlement agreement, which formed the basis of the 

arbitration award, not only indirectly conceded this right but also acknowledged extension of a 

period of limitation for the claim, which had become time barred. 

The scandal also reeks of convoluted relationships and interests, as Farouq Adam Khan, the 

former prosecutor general NAB, and Sharifuddin Pirzada, the ambassador-at-large, were both on 

the payroll of Broadsheet. 

The entire process was marred with serious lapses, some of which could be construed as criminal 

negligence, such as validating the final settlement agreement with conspicuous blanks, which 

ultimately led to the fraudulent payment of $1.5 million in 2008. The sum was approved by the 

then prime minister to be made to Broadsheet (Isle of Man), but the actual payment was made in 

two parts, to Broadsheet (Colorado) and Broadsheet (Gibraltar). 

And then came the ignominious public functionaries who willingly or unwillingly followed the 

external legal counsel like the ignorant children led by the Pied Piper. 
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In short, Broadsheet is a story of changing goalposts, bungling bureaucracy, antiquated systems, 

perverse incentives and missing forest for the trees — patterns so endemic to the government that 

they could potentially be brewing many Broadsheets, which have not yet surfaced. 

Our political history is fraught with countless examples of ever-changing goalposts. One 

government starts something new and the bureaucracy greases the wheel. But soon, the political 

realities change and everyone forgets and starts running in a new direction, leaving the mess 

behind. The same happened with these asset recovery hunts. 

Our bungling bureaucracy is still living in the past but is expected to confront the challenges of 

the 21st century. Those who cannot smoothly and transparently execute a tender of civil works 

are expected to manage complex international commercial transactions. The result is blunders 

like Reko Diq, Karkey and many others. 

Important pieces of record (evidence) were made to vanish into thin air with impunity, because 

of the antiquated systems. Unfortunately, the government still chooses to work through paper 

files, which are subsequently dumped into dusty, insecure record rooms without any traceability 

whatsoever and frequent ‘accidental’ fires. 

Many public functionaries run parallel businesses or have future interests at stake, such as post-

retirement employment prospects, which often cloud their decision-making. But such conflict of 

interest hardly captures anyone’s imagination. 

Important legal documents are vetted for grammatical mistakes but not for the direct or 

contingent liabilities that they create. Our entire due diligence process is based on the philosophy 

of missing forest for the trees. 

No wonder what we get is a headless chicken model of public sector governance, where files keep 

on floating from one ministry to another without getting anything done. In occasional cases, when 

political ownership is unignorable, the bureaucracy often hustles through the process, leaving 

behind a trail of incompetence, negligence and expensive mistakes. The model is likely to 

continue unabated, unless we fundamentally change how the government works. 

 

Published in The Express Tribune, April 6th, 2021. 
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Judge’s killing 

he murder of a judge and three members of his family on the M-1 Motorway has sent 

shockwaves through the region. Apart from the judge, his wife, daughter-in-law, and 

grandson were also killed. The attackers were able to flee after the attack. The brutal attack, 

which appears to have been a targetted one, took place despite the judge having a security detail. 

This raises questions over both the quality and quantity of security, especially since the judge was 

on the bench of the Swat anti-terrorism court (ATC). 

Reports suggest that the attack was motivated by a ‘personal enmity’, a catch-all term often used 

by law enforcement when they have no leads. Although a first information report has been 

lodged against five named suspects, the fact is that as an ATC judge, Aftab Afridi had hundreds, 

if not thousands, of very dangerous ‘enemies’. It would not be surprising if the attackers were 

part of a much larger conspiracy. 

The victims of this attack are not just those who were killed or injured. The victims are also 

millions of Pakistanis who will worry that other ATC judges may think twice about how to rule 

in the cases of dangerous terrorists or gangsters. Any ‘tough talk’ about not being influenced by 

threats or such incidents can be set aside. Judges are also human. Even the bravest judge — one 

willing to put his or her life on the line for justice — might think twice if their entire family was 

at risk. A functioning justice system requires security for all parts of the system. 

It is also surprising that the authorities seem to have learned nothing since the horrific motorway 

rape incident in September last year. While no amount of security can completely prevent crime 

from happening, catching those responsible for crimes on the motorway should be easy business. 

Any car leaving any motorways has to cross through a toll plaza. If there were functioning 

cameras at all toll plazas, simply knowing a car’s make and model would be enough to identify 

and track down the perpetrators. All it would take is a little coordination. Sadly, even that appears 

to be an uphill task. 

 

Published in The Express Tribune, April 6th, 2021. 
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The Taliban — the future choices 

By Faisal Ali Raja 

he Biden administration is reviewing the Afghan peace process with circumspection and 

caution. We may, therefore, see a different American exit strategy. Already, strong 

statements have been exchanged between the new US administration and the Taliban and 

the complexity of the issue should be seen through the lens of US-China international 

competition. Unfortunately, all stakeholders have been fixated with the post-peace phase leaving 

an implementation void in the process’ current key requirements, which has been consistently 

exploited by spoilers. Moreover, the two main international players involved have conflicting 

objectives. One wants to finish the longest war overseas with the presence of a strong government 

of its liking while the other aspires for a regional development plan with Afghanistan at its core. 

The clash of these objectives has opened new possibilities for those previously sidelined on 

multiple pretexts. These elements are now exploiting the US thinking to confront the Chinese 

hegemonic ambitions through creating favourable groupings of democratic countries to retard 

Chinese development plans. A counter encirclement of China and its partners is also in progress. 

Interestingly, the internal political situation of the regional countries also fails to mitigate the 

security concerns inside Afghanistan. So now what choices are available to the Taliban if US 

commitment of troop withdrawal is not met? How does Taliban leadership cease the opportunity 

and defy the adversarial oddity against them? What is the Taliban’s strategic thinking post-May 

2021? 

There are three primary choices before the Taliban which function to maintaining a monopoly of 

violence in Afghanistan. First, the Taliban can unleash deadly attacks across Afghanistan. This 

may not only jeopardise Afghan peace but also block possibility of its resumption in the near 

future. The spoilers of peace shall be the main beneficiary of this as they can project their agenda 

to highlight the Afghan government as the key legitimate player in the peace process. This can 

only be achieved if spoilers manage to garner intelligence-based actions against strategic Taliban 

targets with sustained effort. A protracted conflict is probable in such a scenario with low 

military-high intelligence US personnel presence in the country. A security cartelisation is 

envisioned with the local intelligence apparatus strengthening at district and province level. 

These hubs can then feed the Afghan government for action against Taliban hideouts. However, 

such a choice reinforces cohesion and dispels disunity among rank and file of the Taliban district, 

regional and provincial structures. 

Second, the Taliban can employ pressure tactics through other stakeholders involved in the peace 

process. They may also conduct targeted attacks on US assets inside Afghanistan, increasing 

regional and international rivalries with the possibility of enhancing intelligence and other US 

military support apparatus in the country. The Taliban also gain through diversifying their 

networking among regional countries for assistance. As a result, they get more physical and non-
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physical space for refuge, retaliation and resilience. The choice keeps the Taliban in a strong 

position with active sympathetic support of selective regional players. 

Third, the Taliban may agree wholeheartedly to share power with the Afghan government in 

future along with minimising attacks against Afghan national forces. Such a choice can seriously 

expose the intra-Taliban faultiness to spoilers of peace. The latter then exploits the factionalism 

among the Taliban groups and tries to augment confusion and solidify dissension. Such a choice 

is not at all in the Taliban’s favour.   

In short, the future holds a tight situation for Afghanistan with violence spilling over its borders 

into neighbouring countries. 

 

Published in The Express Tribune, April 7th, 2021. 
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Pakistani among suspects sentenced to 

death in Indonesia 

 
A screen grab of an online video showing defendants in Sukabumi drug case being sentenced to death. - 

Photo courtesy: The Jakarta Post 

ANDUNG: Indonesia has handed death sentences to a gang of more than a dozen drug 

traffickers, including an Iranian couple and a Pakistani man, the prosecutor’s office said. 

A total of 13 suspects — three Iranians, a Pakistani and nine Indonesians — were ordered 

to be executed by firing squad for the gang’s role in smuggling about 400 kilograms of 

methamphetamine, according to authorities. 

The ruling was delivered by video link late on Tuesday in West Java’s Sukabumi city, where 

members of the ring were caught last June, due to Covid-19 restrictions. 

Iranian Hossein Salari Rashid led the smuggling plot, said Bambang Yunianto, head of the 

Sukabumi prosecutor’s office. 

“There are four foreigners in the group with (Rashid) the mastermind of the crime. He was 

sentenced together with his wife,” Yunianto said. 

Tuesday’s ruling was a record for the number of drug traffickers sentenced to death at one time 

in Indonesia, Amnesty International said. 
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It brought to 30 the number of people given the death penalty in the Southeast Asian nation this 

year, including several foreigners, the rights group said. 

Most were drug trafficking cases, it added. 

Indonesia has some of the world’s toughest anti-drug laws, but it has held off conducting 

executions for several years. 

In 2019, a French drug trafficker briefly on death row saw his sentence reduced to a long prison 

term on appeal. 

A year earlier, eight Taiwanese smugglers were sentenced to death by an Indonesian court after 

being caught with around a tonne of crystal methamphetamine. 

Several foreign traffickers have been executed by firing squad, including Australians Andrew 

Chan and Myuran Sukumaran in 2015, a case that sparked diplomatic outrage and a call to abolish 

the death penalty. 

Published in Dawn, April 8th, 2021 
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US busts Pakistan-based network of 

human smugglers 

Anwar Iqbal 

 

 
A sign marks the US Treasury Department in Washington. — Reuters 

ASHINGTON: The US Department of Treasury has designated a Nowshera-based 

travel agency a Transnational Criminal Organisation (TCO) and its head and three 

associates as facilitators in its criminal activities. 

In a statement issued on Wednesday evening, the department’s Office of Foreign Assets Control 

(OFAC) said that the Abid Ali Khan TCO “is a human smuggling organisation based in 

Nowshera, Pakistan, that has facilitated the unlawful smuggling of foreign nationals into the 

United States” and other countries. 

Those brought into the US included “foreign nationals who may pose a national security risk to 

the United States or its interests,” the statement added. 

The department also said that these individuals and their agency have been using various travel 

routes through Latin America since at least 2015. 
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“The designation is an important step … towards disrupting (their) operations in Pakistan and 

around the world,” said OFAC Director Andrea Gacki. “The Abid Ali Khan TCO should not be 

allowed to prey on the vulnerable and take advantage of the US financial system.” 

“Abid Ali Kahn allegedly organizes and leads a widespread smuggling organization that 

facilitates the illegal smuggling of individuals through various countries and to the United 

States,” US Acting Assistant Attorney General Nicholas L. McQuaid said. 

Homeland Security Investigations’ Miami Special Agent in Charge Anthony Salisbury said their 

investigation revealed that this “smuggling network, operating in the Middle East and South 

America, is exploiting systemic vulnerabilities in order to move people with nefarious 

motivations into the United States and elsewhere.” 

Human smuggling is a profitable business, generating at least $150 million and as much as $350 

million a year in Latin America alone. 

For the individuals who engage in this business, the safety and security of their clients matter far 

less than the profit they can make. Many of their clients die on the route. 

The OFAC statement identified Pakistani national Abid Ali Khan as the “leader of a prolific 

human smuggling organization based in Nowshera,” KP. This global network of human 

smugglers charges an average of $20,000 per individual. The sum includes fees to procure 

fraudulent or counterfeit documents, make payoffs to corrupt officials, secure lodging along 

smuggling routes, and provide payments to facilitators in various countries. 

The gang often provides travellers with fraudulently obtained passports from different countries 

to facilitate his clients’ global movement and smuggling to the United States. It frequently utilizes 

a common route of travel that begins in Pakistan or Afghanistan, transiting through certain South 

and Central American countries before arriving at the southern border of the United States. 

OFAC has also designated three Khan associates for their involvement in human smuggling. 

Afghan national Redi Hussein Khal Gul serves as Khan’s secretary, performing functions that 

include initial contact with clients, travel facilitation, and obtaining fraudulent documents for the 

migrants. 

Pakistani national Shakeel Karim is an employee of Khan and uses Friends Travel Inn PVT LTD 

to coordinate travel for migrants. 

Pakistani national Choudhry Ikram Waraich serves as Khan’s contact in the Middle East and 

facilitates travel into the United States. 

Published in Dawn, April 9th, 2021
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Police must have sufficient grounds for 

making any arrest: SC 

Nasir Iqbal 

 
The Supreme Court has held that a police officer should have sufficient grounds prior to exercise of his 

discretion to arrest a person on the basis of some allegations. — AFP/File 

SLAMABAD: The Supreme Court has held that a police officer should have sufficient grounds 

prior to exercise of his discretion to arrest a person on the basis of some allegations.“Having 

the power to arrest is one thing but the justification for the exercise of that power is quite 

another,” observed Justice Syed Mansoor Ali in a five-page judgement given on an appeal by 

Shahzada Qaiser Arfat against a March 3, 2020, Lahore High Court order. 

Ordinarily no person should be arrested straightaway only because he has been nominated as an 

accused in an FIR until the investigating officer feels satisfied that sufficient justification exists for 

his arrest, the judgement explained. “No doubt, a police officer, under Section 54 CrPC, has the 

power to arrest a person who has been involved in any cognisable offence or against whom a 

complaint has been made or credible information has been received or a reasonable suspicion 

exists of his having been so concerned,” the judgement said, adding that the police officer cannot 

arrest a person only because he has the power to do so since he must also show sufficient grounds 

for making the arrest. 

Article 4(1)(j) of the Police Order, 2002 states this legal position when it prescribes that it is the 

duty of every police officer to “apprehend all persons whom he is legally authorised to apprehend 

and for whose apprehension sufficient grounds exist,” the judgement said. 
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The case at hand concerns a Dec 7, 2019 incident when three persons were shot dead on G.T. Road 

in Ferozewala, Sheikhupura district. Five brothers and three unidentified persons were 

nominated in the first information report (FIR) as the assailants, while the sixth brother. Shahzada 

Qaiser Arfat (petitioner), and their father were nominated as abettors, alleged to have instigated 

and conspired the murder. The sessions and high courts dismissed the pre-arrest bail of the 

petitioners as a result of which the March 3, 2020 LHC order was impugned before the apex court 

through the present petition. 

The high court had declined the pre-arrest bail on the grounds that such relief was extraordinary 

and could only be extended to an innocent person who was implicated in the case on the basis of 

mala fide, but the petitioner in this case had failed to point to any mala fide. 

Justice Mansoor Ali Shah, however, observed that the high court had failed to appreciate that the 

mala fide being a state of mind cannot always be proved through direct evidence and it was often 

to be inferred from the facts and circumstances of the case. 

Justice Shah observed that Police Rules, 1934 explained that the authority given under Section 54 

of the CrPC to the police to arrest without a warrant was permissive and not obligatory. 

The investigating officers should not mechanically arrest a person accused of having committed 

a cognisable offence, rather they must exercise their discretion judiciously by applying their mind 

to the particular facts and circumstances of the case and consciously considering the question: 

what purpose will be served and what objective will be achieved by the arrest of the accused 

person? Likewise, the power of high courts and sessions courts to grant the pre-arrest bail — first 

and foremost — must be examined in the constitutional context of liberty, dignity, due process 

and fair trial. Pre-arrest bail is in nature a check on the police power to arrest a person. The non-

availability of incriminating material against the accused or non-existence of a sufficient ground 

including a valid purpose for making arrest of the accused person in a case by the investigating 

officer, would as a corollary be a ground for admitting the accused to pre-arrest bail, and vice 

versa. 

Protection against arbitrary arrest and detention is part of the right to liberty and fair trial, the 

judgement emphasised, highlighting that the apex court had in many cases granted pre-arrest 

bail to accused persons after finding that there were no reasonable grounds for believing their 

involvement in the commission of the alleged offences and had not required independent proof 

of mala fide on the part of the police or the complainant before granting such relief. 

Non-availability of the incriminating material against the accused, his implication by the 

complainant and the insistence of the police to arrest him are the circumstances which by 

themselves indicate the mala fide on the part of the complainant and the police, and the accused 

need not lead any other evidence to prove mala fide on their part. 

Consequently, the court allowed pre-arrest bail to the petitioner subject to his furnishing bail 

bond in the sum of Rs100,000, with one surety in the like amount, to the satisfaction of the trail 

court/illaqa magistrate. 

Published in Dawn, April 9th, 2021 
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Rethinking executions 

Tariq Khosa 

HE recent acquittal of a murder convict after 28 years in jail reflects the failure of our 

criminal justice system. The Supreme Court declared the convict was a juvenile at the time 

of the crime in 1993 and was thus entitled to special remission in the death sentence under 

the law. This belated relief to the prisoner on death row is a classic example of justice delayed. 

He was a teenager when arrested and challaned for committing a murder in District Vehari. His 

trial took almost five years. He was sentenced to death by an additional sessions judge in 1998. 

His appeal was decided after three years when the high court dismissed it in 2001. He then filed 

a petition before the Supreme Court that dismissed it in 2007. Hope had come in the form of a 

presidential order granting special remissions in death sentences of prisoners who were juveniles 

as defined under the Juvenile Justice System Ordinance 2000 at the time of the crime. Yet, he faced 

further bureaucratic and legal hurdles. 

The young man filed a plea before the home secretary Punjab for commuting the sentence to life 

imprisonment since he was legally a juvenile in 1993. As the home secretary sat on his application, 

the prisoner moved another petition before the sessions judge in Vehari who rejected it in 2009. 

A writ petition was disposed of by the Lahore High Court in 2015 with directions to the home 

secretary to decide the representation. Back came the reply that the question of being a juvenile 

had been pending before the Supreme Court since 2003 in another case. A bureaucrat passed the 

buck telling the high court to wait for the apex court’s decision. The youth turned back to the 

sessions judge, Vehari, in 2015 but his plea was dismissed again on the ground that his case was 

not pending in the district-level court and since his sentence had been confirmed by the Supreme 

Court, the issue of juvenility could not be determined at a subordinate judicial forum. 

He turned again to the Supreme Court that converted his petition into an appeal and set aside the 

session and high courts’ judgements by relying on documentary proof to confirm that he was 

entitled to benefit from the law. Thus ended a long struggle of nearly three decades by a young 

man who managed to escape capital punishment for a crime he may have committed as a child 

under circumstances beyond his control. 

Such episodes should make us review policies and laws dealing with crime and punishment. Is 

the death penalty fair? Does it meet the standards of evidence or proof of guilt? Was there due 

process? Does it deter violence or promote vendetta? No one disputes that crimes for which 

people are condemned are abhorrent and demand justice. But should society sink to the level of 

its worst offenders and get trapped in a vicious cycle of vengeance? Let us rethink executions. 

First is the issue of fairness. Is the penalty applied equally to everyone? A survey of about 5,000 

prisoners on death row in 2008 indicated that most belonged to the poor strata. Those with 

money, influence and means of coercion mostly managed to avoid capital punishment by paying 
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blood money or effecting ‘compromises’. It was mostly those who could not wield influence or 

manipulate the system that went to the gallows. The PPP-led government in 2008-13 had imposed 

a moratorium on the death penalty which was sensible in view of the criminal justice system’s 

shortcomings. However, the PML-N government, after the APS tragedy, lifted the moratorium 

and, with 5,000 prisoners on death row, the executions resumed. Since 2015, about 750 have been 

hanged. The resumption of executions was initially targeted at those convicted of terrorist acts in 

the implementation of NAP. However, the temptation to display results through the number of 

people executed was hard to resist. 

Then there’s the issue of credibility of witnesses and quality of evidence. Collusion and 

connivance play a major role from the start. Ocular testimony and extrajudicial confessions are 

given primacy in murder cases with less reliance on circumstantial and scientific evidence. The 

Supreme Court delivered a landmark verdict against perjury in 2019, observing that the rule 

falsus in uno, falsus in omnibus (false in one thing, false in everything) “had in the past been held 

by the superior courts … to be inapplicable to criminal cases … which had gradually encouraged 

and emboldened witnesses … [to] indulge in falsehood… .” In 1951, Lahore High Court’s justice 

Munir decided to adopt an approach of mixing truth with falsehood, in accordance with the 

‘character’ and ‘mentality’ of witnesses. This practice has since posed a “grave danger of 

miscarriage of justice”. Chapter XI of Pakistan Penal Code contains sections of the law against 

false testimony and entails serious punishments. Awarding death penalties through a tainted 

process should be discouraged. 

The third point is about the due process: investigations, prosecutions and trials in accordance 

with the law. For example, 14 military courts decided 650 cases in four years in 2015-18; 344 were 

awarded capital punishment and 56 have been executed. Investigation was based on a single 

confessional and identical statement. The accused were denied access to lawyers. Trials by senior 

military officers were cursory. The matter ended up in the higher judiciary. 

Fourthly, based on about four decades of experience as a police officer, I can confidently say it is 

the certainty rather than severity of punishment that creates deterrence and promotes the rule of 

law. I saw this in Tokyo and London and its reverse in New York and Chicago. Harsh 

punishments never deter criminals. 

Finally, the global trend is against capital punishment. The UK has an extradition treaty with 

India but is reluctant to have one with Pakistan. Both India and Pakistan have the death penalty. 

The difference is that in India, life imprisonment as maximum penalty, even for murder, is the 

norm. A judge must give detailed, cogent reasons if the verdict is death. In Pakistan, awarding 

the death penalty is the norm; the judge awarding life imprisonment as maximum penalty must 

give detailed reasons to justify the lesser punishment. This must change in Pakistan. The death 

penalty is cruel and ineffective. 
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Pandemic has stirred extremism, hit 

poverty fight, says US report 

Anwar Iqbal 

 
US intelligence analysts believe that the pandemic has not only reminded the world of its fragility but also 

has demonstrated the inherent risks of high levels of interdependence. — AFP/File 

ASHINGTON: The Covid-19 pandemic has encouraged negative trends across the 

globe — stirring nationalist sentiments and scepticism while stalling progress in 

poverty reduction and gender inequality, warns a US intelligence report. 

“Covid-19 has shaken long-held assumptions about resilience and adaptation and created new 

uncertainties about the economy, governance, geopolitics, and technology,” says “The Global 

Trends: 2040” report released earlier this week. 

The report argues that in a post-pandemic world, “no single state is likely … to dominate across 

all regions or domains (but) the United States and China will have the greatest influence on global 

dynamics.” 

This will be “forcing starker choices on other actors, increasing jockeying over global norms, 

rules, and institutions, and heightening the risk of interstate conflict,” the report adds. 
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US intelligence analysts believe that the pandemic has not only reminded the world of its fragility 

but also has demonstrated the inherent risks of high levels of interdependence. 

“In coming years and decades, the world will face more intense and cascading global challenges 

ranging from disease to climate change to the disruptions from new technologies and financial 

crises,” the report warns. “These challenges will repeatedly test the resilience and adaptability of 

communities, states, and the international system, often exceeding the capacity of existing 

systems and models.” 

The Global Trends reports are issued every four years by the US National Intelligence Council 

(NIC) — alerting policymakers about challenges the world may face in both immediate and 

distant futures. 

The 156-page document notes that the pandemic has worsened disparities between nations and 

within societies, reminding all that they are now entering a more contested world where 

communities will be increasingly fractured on economic, political, ethnic and religious lines. 

They will seek to form like-minded groups based on established and newly prominent identities. 

In this world, states of all types and in all regions will struggle to meet the needs and expectations 

of more connected, more urban, and more empowered populations, the report adds. 

The US intelligence community believes that in the post-pandemic world, international systems 

will be more competitive – shaped in part by challenges from a rising China. The world will be 

at a greater risk of conflict as states and nonstate actors exploit new sources of power. The new 

challenges will erode long standing norms and institutions that have provided some stability in 

past decades. 

The report, however, notes that these dynamics are not fixed in perpetuity and underlines a 

variety of plausible scenarios for the world of 2040 — from a democratic renaissance to a 

transformation in global cooperation. 
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Pakistan’s ‘Father’ of Human Rights 

Passes Away 

Saroop Ijaz 

 
I.A. Rehman addresses a news conference in Islamabad, Pakistan, July 16, 2018. © 2018 AP 

Photo/B.K. Bangash, File 

any years ago, I.A. Rehman said to my young, overconfident, and impatient self, “This 

[struggle for human rights] is a marathon, not a sprint.” Rehman’s long, victorious 

marathon came to an end on April 12. Three generations of Pakistani human rights 

activists, journalists, trade unionists, women rights advocates, farmers, religious minorities, and 

millions of ordinary Pakistanis have been left orphaned. Rehman, or “Rehman Sahib” as he was 

almost universally known, started working as a journalist and human rights activist in the early 

1950s and published his last regular newspaper column four days before his death. 

He opposed and actively resisted four military dictatorships and in return was imprisoned, fired 

from jobs, threatened, and banned. He was one of the first and loudest voices to oppose Pakistan’s 

abusive blasphemy laws. His resolve to help victims of these laws was not dampened even when 
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his nephew, the lawyer Rashid Rehman, was assassinated in 2014 for representing a university 

professor charged under the blasphemy law. Even at nearly 90 years old, Rehman would join 

protest camps for victims of enforced disappearances, walk with landless peasants, and stand on 

the frontline holding placards for the Aurat (Women’s) March. 

In 1990, Rehman joined the nongovernmental Human Rights Commission of Pakistan as a 

director and later secretary-general and for the next 25 years his leadership and vision helped 

turn it into Pakistan’s largest and most effective human rights organization. In 1994 Human 

Rights Watch honored him for his human rights activism. For more than six decades he remained 

the flagbearer for free expression in Pakistan. 

His long battle with tyranny, oppression and injustice did not make him bitter or cynical. He 

retained his sense of humor, calm, and an informed sense of optimism. Pakistan and the world 

will miss Rehman for his unwavering belief in freedom of expression, rule of law, equality, and 

above all for his decency and courage. 

In 2018, when Rehman’s protégé and friend Asma Jahangir, who herself was an icon for human 

rights, passed away, he said to me in Urdu, “yeh Janay ka waqt nahien thaa” (“It was not time 

yet”). For Pakistan’s human rights movement, no time for the departure of Rehman and Asma 

would have been the right time. The ultimate tribute to Rehman Sahib’s legacy is to take his 

struggle forward. 

 

Published on hrw.org, April 14, 2021 
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Govt keen to stem illicit financial flows 

 
In the last fiscal year, the country attracted about $3.6 billion hot foreign money, which evaporated as the 

interest rates came down to 7%. PHOTO: REUTERS 

SLAMABAD: The government is committed to supporting all international initiatives to help 

stem illicit financial flows and recover stolen assets, said Planning Commission Deputy 

Chairman Mohammad Jehanzeb Khan. 

Speaking at a webinar on “Accelerating Infrastructure for a Sustainable and Resilient Recovery 

and Restoring Trade” on Wednesday, Khan said that the World Bank in its 2018 report estimated 

that the financing requirement of developing countries to implement Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) was at least $1 trillion annually and it would take up to 2030 to implement them. 

Moreover, it is estimated that the building of sustainable infrastructure will require investment 

in the range of $100-120 trillion to ensure zero carbon emissions by 2050. 

The event, organised by the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), discussed 

in detail the progress on promoting and sharing concrete national, regional and global 

experiences and initiatives for financing the SDGs in a rapidly evolving context. 
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The council will build on the work done under various processes, including the high-level 

financing initiative for development in the Covid-19 era and beyond. 

The Planning Commission official said that the shortfall in infrastructure investment was 

estimated at $22.6 trillion, which rose to $26.2 trillion when the additional cost of implementing 

the SDGs and the “greening” of infrastructure was taken into account. 

According to the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB), the total value of private 

transactions in Asian infrastructure declined by about 10% from $218 billion in 2018 to $196 

billion in 2019. 

Discussing the post-Covid prospects of sustainable infrastructure investment, the deputy 

chairman said that the global economic environment and sustainable infrastructure investment 

in developing countries by the private sector faced major challenges associated with the 

complexity of projects, uncertainty of returns, risk-sharing arrangements and a wide variety of 

macroeconomic uncertainties. 

He added that the pandemic had deeply affected the real economy, in particular the consumer 

demand, financial sector activities, supply chain management, technology resilience, workforce 

employment, lives and livelihood. Khan said that the DSSI debt servicing relief provided much-

needed fiscal space to the developing countries, including Pakistan, to help their population cope 

with the deeply damaging health and livelihood consequences of Covid-19. 

As a result, authorities in developing countries were able to expand and strengthen the public 

health system as well as assist their people by launching specific programmes in support of 

protecting lives and livelihood. Despite repeated efforts and calls by the G20 leaders, the private 

sector creditors could not participate in the DSSI. The much-needed relief on comparable terms 

from them could therefore not be provided to the developing countries. The same was the case 

with the Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs). 

He highlighted that projects struggled at early stages due to upstream challenges, including 

inadequate preparation, governance issues and access to finance country risk and project 

development. 

“Therefore, we urge this forum to look at the possibilities of devising new innovative instruments 

for financing infrastructure needs by leveraging the private sector and MDBs in the form of a 

financing blend in which the private sector risk is mitigating and instruments should be designed 

to help them invest in developing economies.” 
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Illicit traders benefiting from pandemic 

Shahram Haq 

 
Photo: REUTERS 

AHORE: The impact of Covid-19 pandemic on the global economy has raised concerns 

among countries vulnerable to illegal trade, such as Pakistan. 

Experts believe that the documented sector and general public are not in a state to bear the 

pressure of more taxes and the government needs to take action against the illegal and illicit 

traders in the country to generate revenue. 

“Economic activity in Pakistan has declined due to adverse effects of the pandemic,” said Stop 

Illegal Trade (SIT) spokesperson Amna Saleem. 

“On the other hand, the negative growth of GDP has triggered a significant decline in per capita 

income.” 

Elements involved in illicit trade are benefiting from the pandemic’s impact on the global supply 

chain and the disruption to production and supply of local industries amid declining purchasing 

power of the people. She said that Pakistan was not the only country in the world which faced 

these problems. 
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“Many countries have reduced the economic and social damage from illicit trade by increasing 

public support and the capacity of law enforcement agencies,” she said. 

She highlighted that South Africa was one of the countries most affected by the illicit cigarette 

trade. 

Elaborating, she added that smuggled cigarettes were a huge source of income for the South 

African criminal gangs and it caused a significant dent on the government’s tax revenue. 

The government of South Africa banned the sale of cigarettes and alcohol during the pandemic, 

however, it resulted in a drastic increase in the sale of illicit cigarettes and alcohol products. 

According to a University of Cape Town study, 93% of consumers turned towards illicit cigarettes 

during the ban. 

Although the ban was reversed after the country lifted lockdown, it was expected that effects of 

easy access to illegal cigarettes might last for many years. 

To deal with the issue, the South African Consumer Goods Council set up “Illicit Crime Hotline” 

in partnership with manufacturers and the retail industry which allowed users to identify the 

items being sold illegally without their identities. 

The hotline is helping law enforcement agencies to crack down on illicit trade and monitor the 

proceeds of such trade. “Romania’s efforts on this front can also act as a role model for Pakistan,” 

she said. 

After a significant increase in the excise tax rate in 2010, the illicit cigarette trade in Romania 

reached 19.2%. 

To contain the menace, the European country launched a special campaign from 2011 to 2013 in 

partnership with the legal industry that helped reduce the illicit trade by 2019. 

She urged Pakistan’s decision-makers and the government to take advantage of the experiences 

of the two countries and act to reduce the economic and social damage caused by the illicit trade 

in cigarettes and other items in the country. 

 

Published in The Express Tribune, April 17th, 2021. 
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What does the state really want? 

Muhammad Amir Rana 

N Pakistan, frenzied protests entailing roadblocks and violence have apparently emerged 

as a new way of communicating with the state. While multiple religiously inspired groups 

have contributed to the development of this particular protest feature, the Tehreek-i-

Labbaik Pakistan has taken this chaotic tactic to new heights. The TLP threat had been 

growing at an alarming level, and eventually the government officially banned it under the 

anti-terrorism laws. The government also plans to file a reference in the Supreme Court for the 

group’s dissolution as a political party. 

The TLP has not only become an internal security threat but is also hurting Pakistan’s 

international image and its relations with the world. The state has been tolerating the group for 

many years overlooking domestic and international concerns. Certainly, the state institutions 

have their own assessments and calculations. 

The TLP’s street saga this past week revealed the potential strength of the new leadership of the 

organisation and its cadre. For one, the street power of the group is still intact despite a relative 

decrease in its verbal ferocity or hate speech after the death of its founder Khadim Hussain Rizvi, 

whose memory will continue to inspire the TLP support base for a long time. But his demise may 

have offered the state institutions the opportunity to limit the bargaining power of the group. The 

assessment may have its pros and cons, but the future of such groups would depend on the state 

institutions’ approach towards them. If the state continues seeing these groups through a political 

lens they will continue thriving in one way or another. And as in the past, they will resurface, 

and be allowed to operate, with different names, and will continue exploiting the religious-

ideological and sociocultural sensitivities of the state and society. 

Therefore, it will be important to see how effectively the state enforces the ban on the TLP and its 

leaders. The Anti-Terrorism Act, 1997, and related laws are very clear and, if applied in letter and 

spirit, will not allow the group to survive as a coherent organisation. But history has a different 

story to tell. Many organisations have continued to survive, thrive and operate in the country 

after being banned. The TLP might not be an exception, especially when it has a support and vote 

base that makes it attractive in the power corridors. 

However, the TLP is merely an expression of the poor and retrogressive political and religious-

ideological ‘scholarship’ in the country to which many actors and factors have contributed, 

ultimately nurturing a unique code of linking power to religion. The code in particular defines 

the relationship between state institutions and religious forces. The code only promotes a narrow 

worldview, discourages questioning, and insists on believing in a self-created utopia. But how to 

deal with a relationship if it becomes ugly or burdensome? Through negotiations or coercive 

means? Both ways are tricky. 
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Religion has become a delicate subject in the country. But if the state is willing to show resolve 

and enforce its authority, the situation can be turned around. It will have to make one significant 

change in its attitude, which is to keep religious scholarship and politics altogether separate. It is 

pity that the 30,000-plus religious seminaries, the Islamic studies departments in all universities 

and colleges, religious bodies such as the Council of Islamic Ideology as well as the teaching of 

Islamic studies up to graduation level have together not been able produce religious scholarship 

as compared to other Muslim societies, which have fewer religious institutions. Google can 

provide a good view of the participants of any international forum on religion, state, and society, 

and we can assess the capabilities of Pakistani religious scholarship against that. Only a few 

noteworthy Pakistani names will appear on the screen — and most of these individuals have 

either already left the country after receiving threats or are not part of any state-sponsored 

religious institution and initiative. 

The economy of religious institutions has badly damaged religious scholarship in the country, 

and only promotes the view which suits its financial and political interests. The state has 

empowered them through various means, but mainly through legislation to please them or as a 

consequence of pressure from them. State institutions pick and choose religious groups when 

needed for their political purposes. They have developed a synergy at a level, where they don’t 

go completely against each other’s interests. State institutions are strong and whenever a group 

becomes strong enough and tries to fly high, state institutions trim its feathers through punitive 

measures as happened in the case of the TLP. 

If the state wants to promote religious scholarship it can take some simple measures, starting with 

providing more space on media and public forums to genuine scholars. A list of a few dozen 

scholars from all religious sects — those, who are considered to have saner opinions and do not 

have political motives — can be prepared easily. They will help broaden the worldview of the 

public and create a challenge for the religious institutions to review their practices. The 

beneficiaries of the religious economy will react and will try to defame them, but if the state 

remains committed and protects scholarship, the insanity will certainly subside gradually. 

The power corridors have been harping on the same argument of ‘narratives’ and ‘counter-

narratives’ without offering a real-world solution to problems related to extremism. Narratives 

cannot be generated through bureaucratic policy procedures. If this were the case, plenty of policy 

initiatives and guidelines such as the National Action Plan and even state-sponsored fatwas like 

the Paigham-i-Pakistan would have already transformed society. Narratives cannot be prepared 

on orders. Scholarship nurtures new narratives and cultivates minds and prepares them to accept 

change. 

However, the billion-dollar question remains: would state institutions want to promote religious 

scholarship and alter their comfortable relationship with religious groups? They may not want to 

as this would require minimising their role in politics, something that they may not be ready to 

do. Or will they come up with a few other tools for political manoeuvring? 

 

Published in Dawn, April 18th, 2021 
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Inequality and ideology 

Umair Javed 

HE state’s decision to ban the Tehreek-i-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP), following a wave of 

riotous mobilisation and significant violence against police officials, is not without 

merit. There are, of course, broader questions of state overreach, but this particular step 

is a reverberation of history on that front rather than a new note altogether. 

The questions worth asking today are those that emerge from the ‘how-did-this-happen’ and 

‘what next’ genres. Among these two, the former may provide clues for the latter. 

For too long, mainstream progressive analysis of the religious right has reduced it to an 

instrument of political manipulation in the hands of the establishment. As with most received 

wisdoms, there is obviously more than a kernel of truth to it. Yet the state is not blessed with 

infinite autonomy. To ascribe it with this much agency is a way of inadvertently deifying it and 

simultaneously constraining possibilities of societal-led change. 

State-centred analysis of the TLP should therefore be supplemented by tracing the entity’s origins 

and continued existence among the complexities of society. 

One such line of analysis makes the role of inequality and poverty a pertinent one. Visuals and 

reportage from TLP gatherings, protests, rallies, and riots lend further credence to this 

perspective, which can be crassly summarised as ‘the lumpen masses enraged’. The slightly 

longer version of this argument sees the late Khadim Rizvi’s charismatic authority striking a 

chord with poor people around the country, translating their poverty-induced anxieties into 

electoral support and seasonally assertive rage. 

It is worth engaging with this proposition, given how intuitive and common-sensical it appears; 

but it is also worth bringing in some critiques to make it more nuanced. 

One critique proffer that Pakistan is a poor country, and any reasonably large political/social 

phenomenon would carry significant involvement of poor people. Just by force of demography, 

that does not mean the movement itself is of poor people. There may be some quantitative truth 

to this proposition; TLP clearly speaks to a section of the poor, not all of it. At the same time 

though, an outright dismissal ignores the proportionality of public support that TLP draws from 

subaltern groups. Exit poll data, while imprecise, suggests that the median TLP voter is poorer 

than the median voter for other mainstream parties, while a higher share of TLP in urban and 

peri-urban constituencies points to an inequality and rural-to-urban migration story. 

Others water down the class angle by suggesting that while the rank-and-file remain poor, vocal 

ideological leadership and material support comes from the middling sorts — mostly traders and 

businessmen of various stripes. In other words, the poor are simply living out the religio-cultural 

fantasies and bigoted chauvinism of the better off. The point about ideological sustenance and 

T 
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leadership is important, and worth considering, but the denial of agency to the ‘hapless’ masses 

is flawed. People participate in political events and gatherings for a host of reasons, many, if not 

all, of which are products of their own cognition and consciousness, however those may be 

shaped. 

What these critiques leave us with is a way of making the relationship between poverty, 

inequality, and religious assertiveness a little more complex. As the late great social historian, 

E.P. Thompson, suggested in his study of riots in the 18th century, we need to avoid rendering 

an infinitely complex social creature to a spasmodic figure who responds to “elementary 

economic stimuli”. In other words, hunger and want, and the constant reminder of inequality, 

may condition religious mobilisation, but they are not solely sufficient. 

Six years ago, while doing research in a large wholesale marketplace in Lahore, I caught a glimpse 

of the refractions that make something like the TLP possible. As public spaces, bazaars act as sites 

where not just goods but also ideas are exchanged and practised, as well as where inequality is 

produced and replicated. The bulk of a market’s population consists of informally employed, 

perennially exploited shop workers, helpers, hawkers and vendors. Many are young, recent 

entrants to the city from rural areas, or what government labour data would coldly classify as 

unskilled migrants. They live and work in adverse conditions, with non-existent protections, and 

the contingent generosity of patrons and employers as their only material insurance. 

And it is in this backdrop that religious organisations have carved out significant space for 

themselves. In recent years, the Barelvi revival has led to the numbers of such affiliate 

organisations mushroom; these organisations then frequently take on the task of organising 

public events (bayaans and mehfil-i-milaads, for example) and localised acts of philanthropy. For 

the urban poor, it’s not just about free food and the occasional handout, as crass theories of 

patronage would have us believe. These events help propagate ideas and develop cultural 

understandings of the world in very localised idiom, often by linking material inequities to moral 

failures and global machinations. In contrast, the political and cultural mainstream has no 

response or theory for either of these concerns. 

But beyond conduits of ideology, these events also act as viable public entertainment and an 

integral source of social bonding. Assisting local religious figures in organising them — in simple 

tasks of laying out the daris, helping distribute food, collecting alms from local residents — helps 

build fraternal ties among the unrooted and gives cultural purpose and a sense of dignity in a 

deprived landscape with few alternative sources for either. That reservoir of social solidarity then 

reproduces itself in public form, including through collective acts of violence. 

This exact story may only be true for a section of TLP voters and rioters, but the underlying 

process in which inequality is refracted through ideology and cultural experience lies at the heart 

of what we’re seeing. And once we develop visibility of this, it becomes clear that it’s a complex 

phenomenon that cannot be addressed simply by addressing material inequity, and most 

certainly not just through an organisational ban. 

 

Published in Dawn, April 19th, 2021 
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Pakistan aims for digital currency 

Salman Siddiqui 

 

ARACHI: In line with global trends, Pakistan has embarked on studies to pave the way 

for introducing its own digital currency like the famous bitcoin cryptocurrency in a bid 

to expand banking facilities to the financially excluded, make easier the fight against 

money laundering and terror financing. 

Besides, the virtual currency will assist the leadership in combating corruption – a key target of 

the current Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) government. The PTI came to power in August 2018 

on the slogan of eradicating corruption from the country. 

“We are studying it (introduction of a digital currency by the central bank) very carefully,” State 

Bank of Pakistan (SBP) Governor Reza Baqir said in a recent interview to the international media 

outlet CNN. 

“The benefit of that is twofold; not only that will give another boost to our efforts for financial 

inclusion, but also because it’s a central bank-issued digital currency, it will allow us to make 

further progress in our fight against money laundering and terrorism financing,” he said. 

“We hope to be able to make some announcement on that (digital currency) in the coming 

months. For now, we have allowed a framework for digital banks to begin operating in Pakistan.” 
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The electronic currency will not replace the physical currency notes and coins overnight. The hard 

cash will continue to dominate for years and decades and the two currencies may coexist side by 

side in the system. 

However, the Ministry of Finance may at least adopt the digital currency and increase its use over 

time to wipe out corruption, it has been learnt. 

The largest benefit of digital currency is that each and every financial transaction is documented 

and the authorities may track who pays money to whom and for what purpose. 

Government offices can also utilise the digital currency for making payments among different 

ministries, by the federal government to provincial administrations and by the provincial 

governments to local and district administrations and other government departments. 

Similarly, the adoption of virtual currency – which is saved in computers and on mobile phone 

wallets unlike the physical currency and coins – will help the government in its drive against 

money laundering and terror financing in compliance with the action plan of the Financial Action 

Task Force (FATF) – the Paris-based global financial transactions watchdog. 

Pakistan has increased compliance with 27 points of the FATF action plan over the past two years. 

Islamabad is expected to be placed in the FATF whitelist in the next few months. 

Pakistan’s reclassification into the whitelist will enable it to attract fresh foreign investment and 

boost export earnings by making inroads into new global markets. 

Moreover, the introduction of electronic currency will enable the authorities to expand banking 

facilities to the financially excluded people, document all financial transactions and economic 

activities at large. 

At present, the money which is dispatched by one person to another through mobile and internet 

banking and through different applications is not digital currency. In fact, it is physical currency 

as hard cash comes into play at some point in time to complete financial transactions. 

“Pakistan has 60-70% infrastructure in place for introducing a digital currency,” said tech expert 

Noman Said, who played a critical role in developing a smart city in Islamabad and built Ufone 

infrastructure as well. 

“However, strict monitoring to shield the digital currency from cybertheft will remain a challenge 

… like the one every modern economy is facing these days,” said Said, who is also the CEO of SI 

Global. 

The digital currency would largely benefit Pakistan in terms of increasing coordination between 

monetary and fiscal policies, he said, adding that the electronic currency would also help the 

country to attract fresh foreign investment. 

Many central banks around the world including the People’s Bank of China, Bank of Japan and 

European Central Bank are working to introduce their own digital currency these days. 

“We are doing a comprehensive internal study to know the trends in this regard (digital currency) 

at other central banks around the world,” Baqir said the other day. 
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“We will soon share the outcome of the studies … what are the possible considerations for us for 

introducing a digital currency by the central bank and what is the experience of other central 

banks in this regard,” the central bank governor said. “Pakistan has witnessed 100-200% growth 

in online banking during the Covid-19 pandemic as the country has a huge tech-savvy 

population.” 

The number of registered online banking users surged 36% to 13.22 million, which increased the 

value of internet-based financial transactions to over Rs2 trillion amid the Covid-19 pandemic in 

the quarter ended September 30, 2020 compared to the same quarter of previous year. 

“The increase in transactions through internet and mobile banking channels has been quite 

promising as these channels have provided an easy and round-the-clock alternative to customers 

during the Covid-19 pandemic to fulfil their daily financial and banking needs,” the central bank 

said in its Payment System Review for the first quarter (Jul-Sept) of current fiscal year released in 

December 2020. 

Pakistan has a total of 180 million mobile phone connections in a population of 208 million while 

over half of them (95 million) use the advanced 3G/4G internet, according to the Pakistan 

Telecommunication Authority (PTA). 

 

Published in The Express Tribune, April 19th, 2021. 
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Are we doing sufficient digitalisation? 

 

ARACHI: While the world rushes towards increased adoption of digitalisation, Pakistan 

is still lagging far behind. 

In the “new world” of Covid-19, people are progressively becoming more comfortable 

with distant learning, virtual meetings and online purchasing. Developed countries’ experience 

shows the transformative impact of digitalisation. 

Internationally, there is a lot of discussion that countries should make structured efforts for 

creation and harnessing benefits of digital economy. There are increasing returns and prospects 

of long-run growth with the help of digitalisation. 

But what is digitalisation? This concept is constantly evolving due to its multifaceted and 

dynamic nature. Digital economy is also referred to as internet economy, “new economy”, or web 

economy. 

K 
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The Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) defines it as an economy 

that relies on internet to facilitate and execute trade in goods and services through electronic 

commerce. 

Several international studies show that it is now difficult to distinguish the digital economy from 

the mainstream economy due to its incorporation into all sectors including but not limited to 

financial services, media, healthcare and education. The rapid global technological progress has 

helped reduce prices of information and communication technology (ICT) products. The 

adoption of these products has enhanced productivity, increased market reach and caused a 

significant decrease in the cost of operations. 

ICT has helped change the way goods and services are manufactured and delivered along with 

the evolution of payment mechanism. 

This development initially started with the online retailers using the traditional business models. 

Now the retail sector has enabled online orders and made use of customer data to personalise 

services and advertising. 

In transport and logistics, tracking of cargo across continents has been made possible. Similarly, 

remote learning in the education sector has seen exponential changes mainly driven by Covid-19. 

Streaming and online collaboration portals along with video conferencing have allowed 

continued provision of educational services. The same goes for the health sector. Digitalisation 

has led to the creation of new jobs and increase in e-commerce platforms that have seen a 

mushroom growth in the group of micro-entrepreneurs. 

Barriers to digital inclusion 

Keeping all this in mind, it is sad that digitalisation has not been the same for everyone in 

Pakistan. The poor are still struggling with technology adoption, partly due to lack of skills and 

partly due to resource constraints. 

The main barriers to digital inclusion are affordability, taxation, network coverage and policy 

uncertainty. At this very important juncture, the government needs to take radical measures 

including the reduction in the general sales tax applied to Pakistan’s telecom sector. Currently, 

the tax rate is 19.5%. 

While it gets increasingly difficult for the country’s government to tax the digital economy, non-

resident companies may shift profits to those locations which offer a more favourable tax regime. 

This, in turn, may increase pressure on the existing taxpayers, who will be further tapped to cover 

the loss of tax revenue. 

New digital products or means of delivering services have led to an unclear payment mechanism, 

specifically in the context of cloud computing. The application of the concept of Laffer curve is 

very much needed. 

Tax should be low enough to attract investment as compared to regional partners, but also 

enough to generate healthy revenue for the government. Modern and uniform regulations should 
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be implemented so that there is easy access to the digital content and there is protection for 

businesses. 

The government needs to re-invent technology-related policies in an agile way and needs to 

update them frequently to cater to the dynamic nature of technology. 

Government laws should not in any way discourage innovation in digital business. It is expected 

that the creation of Special Technology Zones (STZs) in January 2021 will be beneficial in this 

regard. But much needs to be done. 

The government should announce incentive packages for investment for the creation of local 

technology platforms. It can also boost the e-commerce ecosystem by giving tax holidays on the 

creation of logistic companies catering to e-commerce sales. 

In connection to this, the government should ensure broad and affordable access to broadband 

even in far flung areas of the country. 

Quantum leaps in artificial intelligence and robotics have made it challenging to keep pace with 

these disruptive technologies. The effects of these changes have already started to create a 

mismatch between demand and supply in the labour market. 

To enhance digital skills of the masses, minimum digital skills should be introduced in the 

national curricula. There is a need to work with schools for digital and enterprise skills 

development and ensure the organisation of summer schools and entrepreneurial programmes. 

Pakistan needs to focus on the creation of a “liquid workforce”, which is quick to adapt to the 

dynamic nature of the labour market. 

Access to education 

To reduce the huge digital divide, especially in the context of its impact on access to education, 

the taxes on less expensive smartphones (less than Rs25,000) should be reduced. This will 

especially help in the inclusion of remote village areas. 

The Covid-enforced lockdown has severely affected access to education, especially for the 

disadvantaged. Without access to technology, these children have suffered immensely and the 

divide between the affluent and the poor in getting education has widened further. Government 

policy should come up with ways to include these people in the digital era. 

To document the large informal economy, there should be reduction in sales tax to 5% on digital 

and card payments and all federal and provincial citizen service payments should be made 

through digital means with mandatory digital payments by 2025. Data protection law should be 

improved. Cybersecurity risks have augmented and there is a need for public-private partnership 

for the creation of a more secure ecosystem. 

Without cybersecurity across the spectrum of digital economy, the environment will not be 

conducive for attracting new investment and growing business. The government needs to 

identify the opportunities attached to digitalisation and take timely action for benefitting from 

the digital economy. 
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To leverage the opportunity and minimise the risk of lagging behind other countries, the 

government needs to strengthen collaboration with international communities and prioritise 

national digital readiness. 

It should promote the country as a digital destination by demonstrating the ecosystem 

development. Lessons can be derived from other countries such as Cambodia, which have grown 

by nurturing the digital economy. 

Better and critical dialogues are needed to identify new ways for the development of Pakistan’s 

digital economy. Digital economy is a question of not just opportunity but necessity. 

It demands active engagement of all stakeholders to partake the activity of this “economic 

gardening”. 

 

Published in The Express Tribune, April 19th, 2021. 
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Eliminating illegal arms 

n order to weed out arms dealers of dubious credentials, the Punjab government has launched 

a drive to cancel the existing licences of weapons dealers and issue fresh licences after a new 

and strict verification process of documents. The move has been prompted after it came to 

light that attempts were being made to sell arms by unauthorised people online. There are 667 

arms dealers in Punjab. So far, the provincial home department has cleared licences of 451 arms 

dealers and suspended 26 for want of certain papers. The department has cancelled seven 

licences. Now licences to arms dealers will be issued after their proper biometric verification. 

Arms dealers have been asked to meet the new requirements for licence by April 13; and this 

include the procurement and installation of a system that will maintain data related to sales. 

This system has been created with the assistance of the National Database and Registration 

Authority. It has been made mandatory for those applying for an arms dealership to appear in 

person before the relevant authorities. The number of documents needing verification has also 

been increased. The applicant for a new licence shall have to present the National Tax Number 

(NTN) besides other documents. The new licence will be issued only after the verification of NTN 

and other papers. The home department has also been scrutinising the records of all arms dealers 

in the province. The process is aimed at eliminating the chances of fake arms licence and also at 

catching those conducting arms sale after the expiry of their licences. Five such dealers have so 

far been caught in Lahore alone. 

The new process for obtaining and renewing licence for selling arms would go a long way in 

eliminating the menace of fake arms licence and illegal weapons in the province. Lately, violent 

incidents in Punjab have increased in which firearms have been used. The curbs on illegal 

weapons trade will help in maintenance of peace. 

 

Published in The Express Tribune, April 19th, 2021. 
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Young and poor: what to do with them? 

Mustaq Soofi 

lease look at the images/videos of last week on your laptops or cell phones. Most of the 

violent protesters from a politico-religious outfit patronised by certain powerful 

quarters who blocked the motorways, highways and roads in cities paralysing the life 

for three days weren’t typical seminary students. You can tell from their dress, body language 

and lingo [if and when used] where they are from. What they share with the agitating seminary 

students is basically poverty and ensuing dense of deprivation which are a rich source of rage 

and aggression. 

Afflicted with misery and bereft of social dignity, they are easily lured by both radical and non-

radical clergy. A fragment that is enrolled in the seminaries eventually turns out to be hardcore 

of religious right which is used as a tool by the powers that be if and when the need arises out of 

political compulsions. 

The non-enrolled, who may be called the irregulars, are kept as a reserve force which is always 

ready to swarm the streets when called. To understand the phenomenon it’s important to 

understand the class origins and economic background of these young people. They are lumpen 

proletariat and street urchins from rundown localities inhabited by low-income groups which are 

frighteningly found in a large number across the land. Lower middle and working classes are 

where they belong. As to their number, it can be asserted with certainty that it’s linked with our 

traditional caste and class structures reinforced by western capitalist intrusions in modern times. 

Artisans and menial workers are traditionally placed among the low castes which keep 

expanding by absorbing the newly fallen from other castes which generally are not low. 

New consumer capitalist structure has pushed a large segment of traditional middle class [Sufaid 

posh which literally means people clad in white] down to working class. This structure values 

what you actually possess more than what you pretend to have. It blows the pretense away by 

flaunting the consumption rather than frugality which actually hides the economic 

precariousness of this class and acts as a moral subterfuge. So man is not the measure. It is 

consumption, preferably conspicuous, that is the measure of man. Consumer is the new man 

rather than the traditional kind in his cringe-making performance of saving. Your social dignity 

is proportionate to your spending. Spending needs good amount of resources because the 

comforts modern life offers are innumerable which makes the standard of life what it is today. 

The lower crust of middle class in its effort to buy social dignity tries to outspend the upper crust 

and consequently falls further down and is compelled to join the lower orders. Such a fall 

becomes a source of its relentless bitterness. Not conscious enough, it directs its resentment not 

against the system but against those who are well-placed in the system. What it wants is not the 

change in the system but change in their socio-economic status within the system. 
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Now let’s have a look at the proper working class and the poor which are synonymous. They 

have little more than their deprivation and anger. The political shibboleth that the poor breed like 

rabbits is still true in our context. The underlying assumption is that more children means more 

hands and more hands means increased income. But what actually happens is quite the opposite; 

greater supply to capitalist job market lowers the wages which nullifies their naïve assumption 

of ‘more hands, increased income’ born of their ignorance of workings of capitalist system. They 

are caught in a vicious cycle which they cannot break without the help of political intervention. 

Sadly that won’t come because all the mainstream political forces are the direct beneficiaries of 

the prevalent system that maintains status quo by all means, peaceful and coercive. 

Revolutionary transformation isn’t on the historical agenda. Even reforms aimed at the 

amelioration of economic and social conditions within the class system are frowned upon in this 

country. The reasons can be found in the nature of ruling class and state we have inherited and 

further strengthened. Both have predatory nature; they take people especially from the lower 

middle and working classes as their quarry. The present ruling class is a product of colonial and 

post-colonial state which implies that it’s not natural product of evolutionary process in historical 

terms. State created and spoon fed it with specific political purposes: to build a new politico-

economic hierarchy that would not only be loyal to the colonial state but also keep a strict check 

on the lower orders. Our landlords are an example. With the independence the colonial state 

became post-colonial and lingers on till today. Post-colonial state purloined public resources and 

built industries and sold them to its cronies at ludicrous price in the name of industrial 

development. Our present industrialists are the proof if you need one. Such conditions have made 

it impossible for the state to be a fair arbiter and the ruling segment to be social leaders with 

vision. Consequently both have been unable to play their historical roles as arbiter and leader. 

The state has absolved itself of its responsibilities of providing the people particularly the 

deprived sections with health facilities, education and social justice despite having a monopoly 

over resources that legitimately belong to the people. Our extractive state and visionless ruling 

class are squarely responsible for the social chaos we are faced with which suits them as it keeps 

the deprived people in a state of uncertainty. Being directionless and fearful of their future, they 

can be manipulated for political and ideological agendas, manifest and hidden. So whenever they, 

under the pretext of supporting some cause sacred to them, storm the streets, vandalise, damage 

properties, terrorise and kill peaceful citizens all the well-fed and well-groomed are outraged, 

least interested in knowing what causes such a chaos. The state and the government instead of 

fulfilling its responsibility of protecting the peaceful people and maintaining order takes it as 

another opportunity to bring the violent protesters under the cosh with a view to using them in 

future for their own politico-ideological agendas. The recent riots were neither the first nor the 

last. It has become a habit with the ruling clique and the state to periodically trigger such mayhem 

and then make a use of it. The most difficult thing, says Marx, is to fight against the force of habit. 

So the attitude of the state and the elite is not likely to change nor the anger that spills over into 

the streets. We cannot get rid of anger without getting rid of conditions that produce it. Better 

learn to live with it since none of us is ready to change what needs to be changed. 

Published in Dawn, April 19th, 2021 
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Why Spy Agencies Say the Future Is 

Bleak 

By the Editorial Board New York Times 

 
Illustration by The New York Times; Photograph, via Getty Images 

very four years, at the start of a new administration, American intelligence agencies put 

out “Global Trends,” a weighty assessment of where the world seems headed over the next E 
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two decades. In 2008, for example, the report warned about the potential emergence of a 

pandemic originating in East Asia and spreading rapidly around the world. 

The latest report, Global Trends 2040, released last week by the National Intelligence Council, 

finds that the pandemic has proved to be “the most significant, singular global disruption since 

World War II,” with medical, political and security implications that will reverberate for years. 

That’s not schadenfreude. It’s the prologue to a far darker picture of what lies ahead. 

The world envisioned in the 144-page report, ominously subtitled “A More Contested World,” is 

rent by a changing climate, aging populations, disease, financial crises and technologies that 

divide more than they unite, all straining societies and generating “shocks that could be 

catastrophic.” The gap between the challenges and the institutions meant to deal with them 

continues to grow, so that “politics within states are likely to grow more volatile and contentious, 

and no region, ideology, or governance system seems immune or to have the answers.” At the 

international level, it will be a world increasingly “shaped by China’s challenge to the United 

States and Western-led international system,” with a greater risk of conflict. 

Here’s how agencies charged with watching the world see things: 

“Large segments of the global population are becoming wary of institutions and governments 

that they see as unwilling or unable to address their needs. People are gravitating to familiar and 

like-minded groups for community and security, including ethnic, religious, and cultural 

identities as well as groupings around interests and causes, such as environmentalism.” 

“At the same time that populations are increasingly empowered and demanding more, 

governments are coming under greater pressure from new challenges and more limited 

resources. This widening gap portends more political volatility, erosion of democracy, and 

expanding roles for alternative providers of governance.” 

“Accelerating shifts in military power, demographics, economic growth, environmental 

conditions, and technology, as well as hardening divisions over governance models, are likely to 

further ratchet up competition between China and a Western coalition led by the United States.” 

“At the state level, the relationships between societies and their governments in every region are 

likely to face persistent strains and tensions because of a growing mismatch between what publics 

need and expect and what governments can and will deliver.” 

Experts in Washington who have read these reports said they do not recall a gloomier one. In 

past years, the future situations offered have tilted toward good ones; this year, the headings for 

how 2040 may look tell a different story: “Competitive Coexistence,” “Separate Silos,” “Tragedy 

and Mobilization” or “A World Adrift,” in which “the international system is directionless, 

chaotic, and volatile as international rules and institutions are largely ignored by major powers 

like China, regional players and non-state actors.” 

There is one cheery scenario thrown in, “Renaissance of Democracies,” in which the United States 

and its allies are leading a world of resurgent democracies, and everybody is getting happier. Its 

apparent purpose is to show that people could, in principle, turn things around. But nothing in 

the report suggests it is likely. 
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The gloom, however, should not come as a surprise. Most of what Global Trends provides are 

reminders of the dangers we know and the warnings we’ve heard. We know that the world was 

ill prepared for the coronavirus and that the pandemic was grievously mishandled in most parts 

of the world, including the United States. We know the Arctic caps are melting at a perilous rate, 

raising sea levels and threatening dire consequences the world over. We know that for all the 

grand benefits of the internet, digital technology has also unleashed lies, conspiracies and 

distrust, fragmenting societies and poisoning political discourse. We know from the past four 

years what polarized and self-serving rule is like. We know that China is on the rise, and that it 

is essential to find a manageable balance between containment and cooperation. 

Global Trends offers no solutions. It can’t, by law: The 18 organizations that make up the 

intelligence community, including the National Security Agency and C.I.A., are sternly 

proscribed from giving policy recommendations. 

Yet when a large body of intelligence specialists with access to an extraordinary array of 

privileged information invest considerable resources into figuring out where the world is headed, 

and then turn on a bright, flashing red light, there is good reason to take heed. 

“We have the great benefit of drawing on both the broad and deep expertise that exists across the 

intelligence community. There are 18 intelligence agencies that we can reach out to, as well as 

other federal partners,” said Maria Langan-Riekhof, who as director of the National Intelligence 

Council’s Strategic Futures Group led the publication of “Global Trends 2040.” “We are not 

narrowly looking at just one issue or one domain; we’re trying to look across all those issues and 

asking how are they developing over time and what do they mean in aggregate.” 

The warnings are clear. The real question is whether we — the government, global institutions, 

our societies — are capable of heeding them at a time when states and societies are turning inward 

and political discourse has become poisonous. 

Mathew Burrows, principal editor for many earlier “Global Trends” at the C.I.A. and National 

Intelligence Council — including the one that warned of a pandemic — believes that the initiative 

to take the future seriously has to come from the executive branch. “You have to have a driving 

force to compel agencies to engage in longer-term planning,” he said. 

A decade ago, Leon Fuerth, a deputy national security adviser in the Clinton administration who 

directs the Project on Forward Engagement at George Washington University, proposed ways to 

do just that. The government, he wrote, needed to create mechanisms to anticipate the frequency 

and complexity of crises in today’s world, “to be anticipatory rather than reactionary.” The Biden 

administration started well on some fronts, notably on environmental policy and infrastructure. 

As a leader with a unique perspective on how politics, society and the world have changed over 

the years, President Biden can also be the one to recognize that an increasingly complex, volatile 

and unpredictable world requires a serious and coherent mechanism for anticipating and 

preparing for what lies over that dark horizon. The intelligence is there, and it cries out for action. 

 

Published in the New York Times, April 15,2021 
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Numbers paint a cruel reality 

Rafia Zakaria 

 

AKISTAN is a country in which the accident of birth determines everything. The 

household you are born into, how rich or poor it is, who your parents are, what clan you 

belong to and what your ethnicity or faith is will decide the details of your life. 

If you have the good luck to be born into a wealthy home, say, to a feudal family or to a father 

who is a high-ranking official in the military or belongs to a business conglomerate, your life will 

be good. You will be educated at excellent schools, where highly qualified teachers will invest in 

your future; you will go abroad to study spending four years footloose and fancy-free in some 

Western country with your travels funded by family money. When you return to Pakistan you 

will be handed a business or lands to manage or stock portfolios — in simple terms you will lead. 

On the other hand, if you are born to a poor home, you’re out of luck. Even if you manage to 

educate yourself, even if you work as hard as you can possibly work, if you use every opportunity 

you can to better your circumstances, the outcome will be the same and you will fail. 

Most people already know these truisms even if they pretend that everything is a possibility for 

everyone. Last week, the United Nations Development Fund provided some numbers to prove 

these facts. Their latest report, titled Power, People and Policy, reveals just how stark the disparity 

is. According to the data, economic privileges adding up to $17.4 billion are divvied up between 

feudal landlords, the largely militarily owned corporate sector, and the political class. In the 

words of the report, “Powerful groups use their privilege to capture more than their fair share, 

people perpetuate structural discrimination through prejudice against others based on social 

characteristics, and policies are often unsuccessful at addressing the resulting inequity, or may 

even contribute to it.” 

In simple words, if you do not belong to one of these “powerful groups” you will inhabit an 

altogether different Pakistan, whose realities by and large are anathema to the wealthy decision-

makers that rule the country. 

Greed and entitlements are not limited to class, the elite lording it over the poor as they do. They 

are also structural and institutional. The hard-working, poor individual, the one who does 

everything possible in the hope of achieving something better in life, can be likened to the fate of 

the country’s largest city, Karachi. According to the UNDP report, 56 per cent of federal tax 

revenues and 84pc of provincial tax revenues are produced by the city of Karachi. However, 

Karachi’s share of national public expenditure is meagre and shameful and less than 5pc. The 

budget of the Karachi Municipal Corporation, for instance, is a pathetic $149 million, a pittance 

compared to its similarly sized Mumbai counterpart, whose budget is $4.6bn. The consequences 
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of this neglect are visible to each and every person who visits Karachi. Water scarcity, power 

shortages, illegal settlements, lack of waste disposal, urban pollution and land grabbing are all-

pervasive, with no one making any effort or using any resources to improve the situation. 

The focus on Karachi is important. According to the report, nearly 10pc of the country’s 

population lives here and many people are in the city for the specific purpose of pursuing a 

destiny different from the one created by the circumstances of their birth. 

Last year’s monsoon season brought the city to a virtual halt, with people stranded on the roads, 

thousands of businesses and homes flooded, wastewater and sewage flowing into the streets and 

alleyways as a result of broken drains. It was a disaster that was acute and devastating in a city 

used mostly to disaster. In this new year, however, no efforts have been made at all to avert or 

prepare for a disaster of the kind we saw last year. Karachi fills the country’s coffers with its tax 

offerings and yet all it gets is the country’s offal. In this sense, Karachi is the poor man who gets 

the degrees, works hard, aims high and yet gets kicked around. 

The promised welfare state that was supposed to solve Pakistan’s problems has never 

materialised. If from the immense chasm between the country’s wealthy — the feudal lords, who 

own 22pc of the country’s arable land, the corporate class, which gets the largest share of 

privileges and entitlements, the military that has a dual role in the security and the corporate 

industrial complex — and the average person, a welfare state has not materialised it never will. 

Numbers cannot be cruel, but they can tell cruel stories. The story that this latest UNDP report 

tells is of a country mired in cruelty, where the rich take from the poor, where the place that 

deserves the most attention and that produces almost 20pc of the country’s GDP is left fetid and 

rotting and neglected simply because it is the home of the little guys and not the overlords. This 

is a shameful situation, but of course the elite robbers are so practised in justifying their 

corruption, hiding and covering their booty, that they no longer feel shame let alone guilt. 

The consequence is a primitive state of affairs, where the wealthy, who are also the political class, 

the military elite, the corporate bosses, want things to stay the same and so they will indeed stay 

the same. One wonders whether another UNDP report is even necessary; as the graphs in this 

one show the only sure thing in the country is decline, a destiny where the poor are fed lies, 

robbed and left to count down the minutes to the end of their blighted existence. 

 

Published in Dawn, April 21st, 2021 
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Pakistan secures membership to three 

key United Nations committees 

Khalid Mahmood 

 

SLAMABAD: Pakistan secured a membership in three key United Nations (UN) bodies in the 

recent elections conducted by a 54-member principal organ of the organisation. 

Pakistan was elected as a member in the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal 

Justice (CCPCJ); the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW); and the Commission on 

Population and Development (CPD). 

Pakistan will assume the membership of the three Commissions starting from 1 January 2022. 

Pakistan earned 50 votes during the balloting process to elect new CSW members. 

These commissions play a pivotal role in enhancing international cooperation on various social 

and economic issues. Pakistan's election to these commissions reflects the international 

community’s confidence in Pakistan’s active role and constructive contributions to the United 

Nations. A statement issued stated that through membership to these commissions and in line 

with their respective mandates and Pakistan’s commitment to cooperative multilateralism. 

“Pakistan will continue to foster international cooperation for combating transnational organised 

crime and improving efficiency and fairness of criminal justice administration systems; promote 

gender equality and women empowerment, and support initiatives aimed at assisting countries 

in developing their capacity to produce and analyse population data and information,” it added. 

Published in Dawn, April 21, 2021 
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Grappling with strategic reorientation 

Fahd Husain 

HE suicide attack in Quetta this week is a rude reminder that terror still stalks the land. 

With America planning to withdraw from Afghanistan by September this year, there 

are genuine fears that another round of instability could be returning to our western 

border. Are we ready to grapple with these challenges while struggling to deal with the self-

generated domestic chaos that continues to swirl around the political landscape? 

This question has gained fresh relevance as Pakistan reviews the regional matrix while 

attempting to realign its strategic focus with the demands of geo-economics. There is fresh 

impetus to lower the tensions with India, reappraise the bond with Saudi Arabia, recalibrate 

relations with Iran and rebalance the equation with China and the United States. It is an ambitious 

agenda by all measures and it is rooted in a calculus, officials say, to adjust to, and take advantage 

of, new dynamics shaping up in the region and beyond. 

This agenda may have germinated out of a series of developments that have unfolded on the 

domestic front in the last few years. The Pakistani state’s relationship with home-grown militant 

groups since the 1980s has undergone various phases, and few would argue that any or all of 

these phases produced long-term beneficial outcomes. However, the rise of the Tehreek-i-Taliban 

Pakistan (TTP) in late 2007, and its ensuing reign of terror for the next five to seven years forced 

the state to readjust many of its long-held beliefs. The result was a slow but sure shift away from 

any association with militant groups. While many experts will argue this shift is far from 

conclusive, most acknowledge that a fundamental change has already taken place. 

One manifestation of this change may be the state’s significantly reduced appetite for groups that 

were once considered ‘assets’. While the TTP had become the sworn enemy – and after the 

harrowing APS massacre in 2014 hunted down mercilessly – other militant groups that had not 

challenged the state per se, and were considered by some as ‘kosher’, also began to subsequently 

feel the heat. In the years following the APS tragedy, the so-called jihadi organisations 

experienced the shrinking of the traditional space they had enjoyed. 

The TTP reminded us this week that it is alive and kicking, but the overall threat level today is 

far lower compared to the last few years. Two recent and relevant developments portray this 

trend: The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) and India. 

The FATF sword hung perilously over our heads for a good part of three years. Pakistan was 

accused of having a lax approach towards cracking down on terror financing and money 

laundering, and as a result faced the threat of being blacklisted by the organisation. This could 

have had devastating consequences for the economy. However, since this February, the 

blacklisting blade has inched away. Officials say we may still remain in the grey list in the 
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upcoming June FATF meeting, but we will most likely be off the critical terror-financing watch 

list. The white listing will follow perhaps another six months down the line. 

In these three years, Pakistan has made significant headway in streamlining various processes to 

curtail terror financing, building the capacity of numerous financial and law-enforcement 

institutions and legislating laws necessary for enabling the government to crack down on terror 

financing and money laundering. The state got its act together, forced the creaky governmental 

systems and unresponsive departments to get moving, and achieved results. 

The balance sheet of these results, according to FATF officials, is that Pakistan has fulfilled 24 out 

of the 27 specific requirements asked of it. The bulk of these relate to tightening the noose around 

those organisations designated as terrorist groups by the UN. The individuals from these 

proscribed organisations are placed on the Fourth Schedule. 

In the initial days there was a lot of mistrust about the effectiveness of the action against these 

groups but now, after the acknowledgement by FATF, there is a grudging acceptance that 

Pakistan has indeed made these proscribed entities dysfunctional. This means their financial back 

is broken and all funds available are monitored, their offices are sealed shut, charities and other 

sub-organisations run by them have been taken over by the state, and their overall operations 

degraded and for all practical purposes disbanded. Even their social media presence is said to 

have been curtailed. 

Fulfilling FATF requirements has forced Pakistan to do a system upgrade aimed at dismantling 

a structure that it had at one point either helped create, or looked the other way while others built 

it up brick by brick. However, it is interesting that senior officials say the strategic change in 

policy towards militant organisations had begun before the FATF issue surfaced. FATF in essence 

provided a framework for the policy that had begun to take shape in response to changing 

dynamics. 

The recent thaw between Pakistan and India is also seen as part of this larger policy umbrella. 

India’s ‘cross-border terrorism’ mantra has also become subdued, even though New Delhi 

launched a concerted effort against Pakistan at the FATF. The backchannel between the two 

neighbours has led to a ceasefire at the LoC which is seen as a major step forward in reducing 

tensions and fears of a wider conflagration. 

This strategic calculus is already being put to test. For a state that has always been a brittle entity, 

often displaying weakness when needing to show strength and resolve, implementing this mega 

transformation in outlook, complemented with a capacity to implement and enforce such 

transformation, is a steep challenge. The recent TLP fiasco has shown the limits of the state’s 

ambitions and resolve. And yet, the overall direction and intent appear to be fairly clear. Systemic 

reform to combat terror financing, and strategic reorientation to jettison ‘jihadi’ organisations and 

curtail the prospects of their fresh resurgence have already begun to pay dividends. The state just 

needs to hold its nerve and institutionalise this transformation for the long term. 

 

Published in Dawn, April 24th, 2021 
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The conversation we never had 

Farrukh Khan Pitafi 

s a powerful blast rocked Quetta's beautifully built Serena hotel, and Tehreek-e-Taliban 

Pakistan (TTP) claimed responsibility, one was reminded of our commitment to fight 

extremism and terrorism by all means necessary. It seems only yesterday that the 

vandals from the same terrorist organisation had butchered our children in APS Peshawar and 

the country had for once come out of its denial and vowed to defeat the menace of terrorism. A 

20-point National Action Plan (NAP) that emerged out of top-level deliberations as a consensus 

document had committed to combating both the hardware and the software of terrorism 

including the underlying extremist tendencies. Two men, the then army chief and the PPP's co-

chairman, Asif Ali Zardari, reportedly played an important role in the consensus-building 

exercise. The kinetic operations that followed need no elaboration. Operation Zarb-e-Azb and 

later Operation Radd-ul-Fasaad went a long way in degrading and uprooting terrorist 

infrastructure. While the armed forces and the intelligence agencies played their part, the civilian 

side's performance was a mixed bag. 

Why is this discussion important today? Because once again the region stands at the crossroads. 

The Biden administration has announced that it will withdraw troops from Afghanistan on 

September 11, with or without a lasting solution to the country's myriad problems. Pakistan has 

already presented a detailed dossier to the UN and various influential actors documenting India's 

constant sponsorship of terrorism and export of destabilising ideologies to Pakistan. Some of the 

details like a Punjab National Bank receipt of a wire transfer to anti-Pakistan miscreants based in 

Afghanistan have been independently corroborated by the FinCen leaks. There are reports of the 

TTP factions regrouping on the other side of the border. In such a situation constant vigilance and 

implementation of the NAP seem the need of the hour. You may not be able to control what 

happens within the boundaries of other nations but you can certainly do something about what 

happens at home. This piece tries to address the software side of the problem. 

More than one clause of NAP focuses on the issues pertaining to the narrative against terrorism 

and extremism. Clause 5, for instance, speaks of strict action against the literature, newspapers 

and magazines promoting hatred, extremism, sectarianism, and intolerance. Clause 11 declares a 

ban on the glorification of terrorists and terrorist organisations through print and electronic 

media. Clause 14 vows to take measures against the dissemination of terrorist and extremist 

propaganda on the internet and social media. In the immediate aftermath of the attacks and the 

unanimous adoption of the action plan, these clauses were quite visibly being adhered to. The 

TTP's spokesman, for example, stopped or was made to stop making phone calls to live television 

transmissions and talk shows. Similarly, anchors who were using endism and eschatology to 

sympathise with the terrorists suddenly started talking about something else. But what happened 

next was quite intriguing. When they absolutely had to mention the kinetic operations against 

terrorism the otherwise chirpy anchors would transform into these boring automatons and in a 

soporific voice parrot only one line before losing interest: “Operation Zarb-e-Azb kamyabi se jari 

hai (operation Zarb-e-Azb is progressing successfully)”. When they had to talk of terrorism, they 
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would churn out word salads that inevitably ended up decrying the murder of citizens by the 

proscribed organisation but economic terrorism. What is economic terrorism, you ask? Well, 

using obscure conspiracy theory devices like John Perkins' Confessions of an Economic Hit Man, 

they would make everything about corruption and about the politicians they did not like. Make 

no mistake. I am all for fighting corruption. Only that a scourge that has killed over 80,000 citizens 

and ruined the lives of countless deserves your undivided attention. Attempts to undermine the 

counter-terrorist, counter-extremist campaign by hijacking the key terms can mean only one of 

two things. Either you lack the sense of perspective, the sight of the bigger picture, or have 

sympathies for the guilty party and therefore deliberately misdirecting the conversation. 

Whatever the reason, this called for a strong counter-narrative against terrorism and extremism. 

And given the quality of education in this country, many of us emphasised the need for one. 

Following these calls succeeding governments have tried to come up with something. But before 
this, you have to understand the key mistakes that drove a wedge between the state and its 
people. When General Musharraf received the fateful call after 9/11, the conditions he faced 
meant he had very little wiggle room. Consequently, he could not engage in the dialogue 
necessary to convince an unnerved nation that what the country was doing was not against Islam 
and was for the country's greater good. Because he had absolute power there was little the 
country's powerful clergy could do openly about it. But it certainly felt abandoned and slighted. 
Meanwhile, the absence of an elected parliament meant that people's representatives were not 
there to be taken into confidence which in turn could have had convinced people that there was 
no threat to their faith. A low-level intellectual insurgency ensued which moulded the electronic 
media which was soon to be free. Instead of confronting the trend Gen Musharraf's political 
successor just gave in to the trend. General Raheel Sharif's tenure marked a concerted effort but 
the media effectively steered the conversation away to Karachi and elsewhere where the 
definition of miscreants did not offend the religious sensibilities of the media pundits. 

If you want to know how easy it is to deconstruct the extremist narrative there is a simple 

example. It took Pakistani clergy over a decade to reach a crucial point: that since suicide was 

haram in Islam, suicide bombing could not be halal. The simple point. But to arrive here what 

you needed was the commitment of the political brass. Imagine how many lives could have been 

saved if this consensus had arrived in time. The state of Pakistan, while working with the clergy 

came up with Paigham-e-Pakistan (Message of Pakistan), a thin volume building consensus on 

the rebuttal of terrorism. But here is the problem. In case you have not noticed the forces of chaos 

have left no stone unturned to create more problems for the Pakistani state. This means that with 

every passing day another latent national fault line will be weaponised and will erupt. A piece of 

paper, a single document, will be insufficient to fight these challenges. You need a fully 

empowered, highly well-informed, and liberally funded civilian and transparent think tank or a 

research body to chart out the future course, build consensus, and combat propaganda with better 

arguments. Why should a country which has over 50 news channels have to worry that nobody 

sees its position? Why should a state with a 96% Muslim population have to fear that its position 

on the majority religion would be misinterpreted? The media and state religion should be the 

country’s assets, not deficits. And people's civil liberties ought not to come under pressure 

because of any of this. Before floodgates of extremism reopen in the region, the state has to build 

this dam. Sadly, it is a conversation we haven’t even started yet. 

 

Published in the Express Tribune, April 24, 2021 
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Dozens of ‘drug peddlers’ held in ICT 

this year 

 
PHOTO: REUTERS 

SLAMABAD: The Islamabad Deputy Inspector General (DIG) of Police (Operations) Afzal 

Ahmed Kausar has said that an operation against drug dealers, particularly, its suppliers, is 

underway in the federal capital. 

He mentioned that the capital police conducted operations against drug peddlers in Uthal village 

on Monday and booked 18 drug smugglers. 

While addressing a presser with Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) Operations Dr Syed 

Mustafa Tanvir, he added that special squads have been formed to curb the menace. 

Kausar said the police booked six drug peddlers from Doray village and recovered 3,730 

grammes (gms) of heroin and 110 gms of hashish from their possession. 

In an operation at Uthal village, the federal police apprehended 12 suspects and seized 22 

kilogrammes (kgs) of hashish, one kg of heroin, 70 gms of ice-meth, one plaster, a shotgun, and 

ammunition from the culprits. 
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DIG Operations said that during the current month, the police cracked down on drug dealers 

who supplied drugs in educational institutions and booked 55 suspects, including nine Nigerian 

nationals. He added that the police seized 3.27 kgs of hashish, four kgs of heroin, 16 gms of 

cocaine, 60 gms of ice-meth, 270 tablets, and 388 liquor bottles from the suspects’ possession. 

Kausar said that the drug dealers were destroying the future of children and assured that the 

police has wedged a full-scale war with them. He informed that the police formulated an effective 

plan against drug dealers. 

DIG said that their crackdown would continue without discrimination. He added that the action 

against drug dealers would be expedited as such elements were a threat to law and order. He 

vowed that lethargy in action against such criminals would not be tolerated at any cost. 

He also urged the citizens to help the police in the restoration of peace, maintaining law and 

order, and provide information against suspected elements, including drug peddlers and 

gamblers, to the police. He assured that the name of complainants would not be unveiled. 

Kausar said that in accordance with the government’s vision, the capital police were taking all 

required steps to protect the lives and properties of the citizens. He added that implementation 

on important projects, including free registration of crimes was underway and the citizens were 

being provided relief at every level. 

 

Published in The Express Tribune, April 27th, 2021. 
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Quetta hotel blast — a strategic strike on 

CPEC 

Ozer Khalid 

he notorious Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), a terrorist entity in the Pakistan-

Afghanistan region, claimed the heinous Quetta Serena hotel bomb blast in southwestern 

Balochistan province. The TTP claimed responsibility over social media app Telegram, 

preferred by extremists owing to its lack of censorship. 

The attack’s timing was deliberately designed and comes just as Pakistani Foreign Minister Shah 

Mahmood Qureshi and Iranian President Hasan Rouhani inaugurated the Pishin-Mashad 

crossing along the Pakistan-Iran border to enhance trade. Bolstering bilateral and barter trade 

through this new commercial gateway tremendously benefits the citizens of Balochistan reducing 

smuggling routes. Establishing trade epicentres along the Pakistan-Iran border seemingly 

displeased New Delhi which activated Indian sponsored assets. 

Indian sponsored terrorism in Balochistan is an open secret: a reality of which Kulbhushan Sudhir 

Jadhav is a living breathing proof, arrested on charges of terrorism and espionage for India’s 

Research and Analysis Wing (RAW), whose case escalated to the International Court of Justice 

(ICJ) at The Hague. The terrorist TTP stages a comeback aided, abetted and bank-rolled by hostile 

agencies such as India’s RAW. 

The terror attack in Quetta also comes two weeks after the US chargé d’affaires for Pakistan, 

Angela Aggeler, visited Gwadar to explore Pak-US investment opportunities. That too ruffled 

many feathers. The Quetta blast demonstrates that it’s not going to be easy for Islamabad to make 

Balochistan an epicentre of its aspired pivot to “geo-economics”. 

The Quetta blast was strategically timed and calculated coinciding with a high-profile delegation 

visit involving the Chinese ambassador, Nong Rong. 

India attacks Chinese interests in Pakistan as India’s society, geography and politics are fraught 

with fault-lines. New Delhi believes that its 19 separatist movements are supported by China, 

from Indian Occupied Jammu and Kashmir to northeastern India, from the Southern ‘Red 

Corridor’ of the Naxalites and West Bengal to the ‘seven sister’ states bordering Nepal and 

Bangladesh. 

TTP’s Indian sponsored Quetta blast seeks to instigate instability in Pakistan to derail a fragile 

Afghanistan peace process, which is already fraught with ‘spoilers’ and is witnessing delays in 

the Istanbul Conference and the Heart of Asia process. 

By staging this terror attack, the TTP — and their backers — seek to undermine the stability of 

Balochistan, a central artery of CPEC, a $54-billion flagship project of China’s Belt and Road 
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Initiative (BRI). However, terror antics will further cement the Pak-Chinese ties. China has 

extended all-out support to Pakistan in its efforts to liberate Jammu and Kashmir from the illegal 

occupation of India. This explains the People Liberation Army’s (PLA) troops seizing critical land 

mass from India in Ladakh, a part of IOK, forcing India to a ceasefire on Chinese terms. 

The Quetta blast is also construed as a diversion tactic deployed by the ruling BJP government to 

appease the Indian intelligentsia as the country implodes from within. India is beset by acute 

oxygen shortages as Covid-19 cases increase with alarming alacrity, and a farmer’s protest still 

rages on infernally challenging Narendra Modi like never before. 

Much to Delhi’s chagrin, CPEC highly favours China, offering it unparalleled access to a $1 

trillion market in Central Asian economies and vital inroads into South Asia, Africa and the 

Middle East. The deep-sea port of Gwadar is the jewel in the crown offering Beijing direct access 

to the Indian Ocean and Arabian Sea, strategically reducing China’s dependence on the choked 

Malacca Straits and the increasingly conflict-prone South China Sea routes, furnishing Beijing 

with shorter routes for lucrative energy imports from the Gulf, thereby lowering shipping costs 

and transit times. 

CPEC runs inimical to India’s perceived interests as New Delhi believes that once operational, 

CPEC will reduce Delhi’s sphere of influence in Central Asia and Afghanistan and in occupied 

Kashmir. CPEC also places a spotlight and internationalises the Kashmir dispute over which 

India has calculatedly taken a backseat after a chorus of global condemnation following its illegal 

annexation in 2019. India seeks to divisively deploy an Israeli model in Kashmir forcing a 

demographic change on Kashmir through forced Hindu settlements. 

CPEC is thorny for India since it courses through Gilgit-Baltistan, which during Partition was 

aligned with Kashmir, and Azad Kashmir which India claims constitutes disputed territory — an 

assertion outright rejected by China. 

TTP attacks act as a warning to regional stakeholders and investors that they are regaining the 

prowess to target things Pakistan dearly values and that they are backing separatist Baloch 

factions like the Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA). 

The TTP is staging a comeback. In 2021 alone, the militant outfit took responsibility for 33 attacks 

in Pakistan, from the brutal attacks killing two policemen in Islamabad and Rawalpindi to attacks 

on female NGO workers in North Waziristan’s Mir Ali and South Waziristan where TTP’s Hafiz 

Gulbahadur group is particularly active. Intelligence reports suggest that the TTP is reactivating 

its sleeper cells nationwide. 

After operations Zarb-e-Azb and Radd-ul-Fasaad raids, TTP terrorists sought sanctuary in 

Afghanistan. Several factions which drifted away from the TTP after Fazlullah’s leadership have 

now returned under the new Emir, Mufti Noor Wali Mehsud, seeking unification. All this bolsters 

TTP’s operational and logistical prowess. Fazlullah was not a Mehsud Taliban (the founders of 

TTP pertain to the Mehsud tribe) and that debilitated his grip over TTP. 
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The TTP augmented it’s bloodletting as well as propaganda. In a desperate attempt to regain 

relevance, the terrorist outfit issued a stingingly patriarchal statement against the Aurat March, 

trying to cash in on misogynistic sentiments. 

To date, the Pakistani state’s strategic retort to TTP and similar terrorist groups was limited to 

militaristic kinetic operations. However, given rising extremism, witnessed only last week on 

Pakistan’s streets where police officers were taken hostage, the time is ripe for the state to craft a 

‘soft power’ based counter-extremist narrative aspiring to win over ‘hearts and minds’. This 

requires grassroots-based re-education, reasserting of the social contract, bridging of the chasm 

between an isolated elite and the masses, as well as a fairer distribution of resources. This is a 

generational and civilisational calling of a lifetime that can truly transform the fate of Pakistan. 

 

Published in The Express Tribune, April 27th, 2021. 
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In unity lies an institution’s strength: 

AGP 

Hasnaat Malik 

 

SLAMABAD: In the backdrop of harsh words exchanged between apex court judges in the 

Justice Qazi Faez Isa case, the country's top law officer on Friday said the “true strength of 

an institution lies in its unity as people who are divided are easier to control”. 

"Whether it be a family, an institution or a country, the true strength lies in its unity,” Attorney 

General for Pakistan Khalid Jawed Khan noted in his speech delivered on the eve of the full court 

reference arranged in connection with the retirement of Justice Manzoor Ahmad Malik. 

“People who are divided are easier to control and once control is voluntarily ceded or forcibly 

snatched, the family, the institution or the country loses independence,” he added. 

“Yet unity is not a synonym for unanimity. Dissent and difference of opinion, more so in a legal 

and intellectual context, is not a symbol of weakness or disunity. It is rather a hallmark of a 

dynamic society and essence of democracy.” 

The AGP in his speech referred to Maurice Kelman, a Professor at Wayne State University, who 

wrote that ‘Anglo American appellate courts are neither perfectly collegial nor purely individual 

tribunals. Court of last resort in some European countries, particularly those influenced by French 

practice, proceed in all instances collectively, corporately…. Public dissent is unknown. No 

matter how dissimilar the judges may be in temperament and outlook, they are united on the 

need to foster the myth of law’s impersonality and inexorability’. 
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However, the AGP said unlike continental courts, the courts in common law jurisdictions 

including Pakistan, there was quite often plurality of views expressed in tones differing in 

resonance or even outcome. 

“Yet the fact remains that in the end it is not the judgment of the individual judges or majority 

judges but the judgment of the court,” he observed. 

"Intellectual confrontations leading to dissenting views expressed even with most vociferous 

content and tone are the hallmark of a vibrant common law tradition" 

The AGP said as Charles Evans Hughes, the former chief justice of the US, aptly observed that ‘a 

dissent in a court of last resort is an appeal to the brooding spirit of the law, to the intelligence of 

a future day, when a later decision may possibly correct the error into which the dissenting judge 

believes the court to have been betrayed’. 

“It is heartening to see that on this momentous occasion, the leadership of the court is entrusted 

in the hands of the chief justice who has encouraged robust debate on important issues including 

appointment of judges by the Judicial Commission,” the AGP noted. 

“On both sides of his Lordship sit extraordinary legal minds in whose secure hands rest the hopes 

and aspirations of the people of Pakistan. The legal fraternity nurtures sincere and justified hope 

that under their statesman like stewardship, this Court will sail through stormy waters and 

emerge with far greater strength and unity guaranteeing its independence which is the last 

bastion of rule of law and fundamental rights of the people.” The AGP further said that there 

were still more mundane but no less compelling issues which deserve immediate attention of this 

court. "The foremost being the prolonged pendency of cases before the courts that seriously 

undermines confidence of public more than any other issue. While the pandemic seriously 

jeopardised the normal functioning, a more focused and sustainable response to this menace is 

immediately warranted. There is also lack of diversity in the judiciary. More women and 

members of the minority must be inducted in superior judiciary on immediate basis as their 

absence materially affects the functioning and reputation of the institution.” 

The AGP drew the judges' attention to the original power conferred on the court under Article 

184(3) of the Constitution. “This power has been exercised by the present court with great caution 

and most sparingly. For this reason also, this may perhaps be the most opportune moment to 

consider and provide some objective guidelines and mechanism by your Lordships for its exercise 

in future so as to obviate the possibility of recurrence of its excessive use, which in hindsight, 

might have resulted in consequences not wholly beneficial for our jurisprudence as well as the 

institution.” 

Retiring judge Manzoor Ahmad Malik in his speech observed that the criminal justice system 

needed drastic changes to assuage the sufferings and miseries of the convicts, who at times served 

major part of their sentence awaiting disposal of their appeals. “There should be some mechanism 

in place for the prompt decision of the case,” he added. 

Published in the Express Tribune, April 30, 2021 
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Pakistan, Hungary warn of FATF’s 

political use 

 
PHOTO: TWITTER/@SMQureshiPTI 

SLAMABAD: Pakistan and Hungary agreed on Friday that the Financial Action Task Force 

(FATF), a global money-laundering watchdog, should be seen as a technical body rather than 

a political tool to be used against others. Speaking at a joint news conference in Islamabad, 

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi said he and his Hungarian counterpart Peter Szijjarto 

discussed the FATF and both agreed that this forum should not be used as a political tool against 

anyone. "We both agree that it's a technical forum and the objective of this forum ought to be 

checking money laundering and terror financing, and it should not be used as a political tool," 

Qureshi said, adding that this was "often" how the body was used. 

Qureshi told reporters that Szijjarto was the second foreign minister to raise question about the 

FATF. Szijjarto said: “The FATF also put Hungary on the grey list for some time. We think these 

organisations need to take decisions on a technical grounds.” 

During the bilateral talks, Qureshi said, both the sides exchanged views on the FATF as how the 

forum was used and how ought to be used, adding that both sides agreed that the FATF should 

not be used as political tool, rather only for checking money laundering and terror financing. 

Szijjarto announced that his country has agreed to establish a credit line of $84 million for bilateral 

business-to-business cooperation and provide another $50 million for tied aid programme, 

besides offering scholarships to 200 Pakistani students. 
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“We have established a credit line at Hungarian Exim bank to the extent of $84 million, which is 

exclusively to serve the enhancement of business-to-business cooperation between Pakistani and 

Hungarian companies…” Szijjarto said. “We are ready to provide $50 million for a tied aid credit 

programme to be launched in Pakistan in the fields of agriculture, water, industry and food 

processing,” he added. He also said that his government was cooperating with Pakistan on 10 

Billion Tree project. 

Szijjarto arrived in Islamabad on his maiden official visit at the invitation of Qureshi. It was first 

visit by a Hungarian foreign minister in 15 years. Qureshi said that the visit during coronavirus 

pandemic proved Hungary’s interest in strengthening bilateral relations. 

Besides one-on-one meetings between the two foreign ministers, both sides also held delegation-

level talks, in addition to attending a business conference to discuss ways of enhancing bilateral 

economic cooperation. Qureshi said Szijjarto was accompanied by representatives from 17 top 

Hungarian companies, which interacted with Pakistani companies in a matchmaking business to 

business (B2B) event held under the Economic Diplomacy Initiative. 

Both sides also signed several memoranda of understanding (MoUs) in the fields of diary 

production, cyber security, education and others, Qureshi said. He added that Hungary had also 

expressed interest in starting direct flights to Pakistan. 

He thanked Hungary for helping Pakistan get the generalised scheme of preferences (GSP)-Plus 

status in the European Union, which doubled its export to the Europe. The two countries agreed 

to hold their next round of political consultation in Budapest, he added. 

Szijjarto, while reiterating his country’s commitment to fight terrorism and extremist ideologies, 

said that both the phenomena were the root causes of massive illegal migration to Europe. He 

added that if the two ideologies were not stopped in Afghanistan, those could pose a threat to 

Europe. Therefore, he added, the European Union should support Pakistan in its anti-terror 

efforts particularly after the pull out of NATO troops from Afghanistan. “Afghanistan should not 

be allowed to become a safe haven for terrorism and extremist ideologies after the NATO pull 

out.” Szijjarto appreciated the role played by Pakistan in the Doha peace process on Afghanistan. 

In order to extend its physical presence in Pakistan, he added, Hungary had established its 

consular representation in Karachi. Foreign Minister Szijjarto also held talks with Adviser to 

Prime Minister on Commerce Razak Dawood. Later, he called on Prime Minister Imran Khan. 

During the meeting, Imran underlined the importance of developing a strong economic 

relationship between Pakistan and Hungary. 

He stressed the need for expanding beneficial cooperation in trade, energy, water resource 

management, food and agriculture, science and technology, and higher education. He urged the 

Hungarian business community to take advantage of the business-friendly climate of Pakistan. 

Both sides also exchanged views on the adverse economic impact of Covid-19 pandemic, the 

Afghan peace process, and other issues of bilateral interest. The prime minister renewed his 

invitation to Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban to visit Pakistan. 

Published in the Express Tribune, May 01, 2021 
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