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NIOC’s 26th Advisory Board Meeting

Kashif Noon Dr. M Vaqas Ali... Saroop ljaz Ammar Jaffri

HE 26th Meeting of NIOC Advisory Board was held on Friday 03 December 2021 through
Zoom Link.

The following AB Members participated: Tariq Parvez, Samina Ahmed, Monzoor Ahmad,
Zubair Habib and Jawaid Akhtar. Zahid Hussain could not attend due to his prior commitment.

NIOC directorate was represented by the following: Tariq Khosa, Ejaz Hussain, Kashif Noon, Ali
Nekokara, Saroop Jjaz, Ammar Jaffri, Vagas Ali and Hassan Sardar.

Director NIOC apprised the Board about progress on Serious and OC Study. Final report is to be
prepared by the end of December 2021. Ejaz Hussain, Kashif Noon and Vaqas Ali were asked to
put up the final draft by 27 December.

Study on Mutual Legal Action Processes was in progress and the draft report was to be submitted
by 15 December.

BHC had approached the CGR to carry out a study on Disaster Management in Pakistan. A team
will be put in place to carry out the study during January-March 2022.

UNTOC Review of Pakistan is under way. CGR-NIOC is fully committed to assist National Focal
Person Ehsan Sadiq, Additional Director General Intelligence Bureau is building a coalition of
CSOs to support the Review Process. In this connection, collaboration with the UNODC Civil
Society Unit in Vienna is being undertaken.
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CGR-NIOC is working on a proposal to launch Criminal Justice Reforms Initiative (CJRI) during
the year 2022. Ali Nekokara circulated some useful material as a background for study by NIOC
Members so that proposals may be prepared accordingly.

The 26th NIOC AB Meeting was the last of the year 2021. We look forward to a meaningful
contribution during the next year. It has been wonderful team work. We have enjoyed working

together.

Wish you all a happy and healthy New Year. May 2022 bring all the joy for CGR-NIOC Members
and their families.
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Ghastly murder of Lankan man in
Sialkot shames nation

[

NAROWAL: The body of Priyantha Kumara is being moved to Allama Igbal Teaching Hospital for autopsy.

MOB lynches victim over blasphemy charge, burns body * Two main suspects among

those arrested, raids continue to nab more * PM promises culprits will be punished
with “full severity” of law ¢ Colombo “expects’ required action will be taken to ensure
justice
Furious workers of a garment factory in Sialkot on Friday tortured their Sri Lankan general

manager to death over allegations of blasphemy and set the body on fire.

The brutal killing drew widespread condemnation from government officials and human rights

bodies.

The employees of Rajco Industries, located on Wazirabad Road, staged a protest on the premises
alleging that Priyantha Kumara, had committed blasphemy. On receiving information about the
protest, three personnel of the Uggoki police reached the spot, but the mob clearly outnumbered
them, making them silent spectators.
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According to a local journalist, the district police chief was contacted several times on his mobile
phone, but he did not answer.

The protesters suspended traffic on Wazirabad Road and were joined by all the factory workers
and a large number of locals. On seeing the mob gradually swell from a few dozen to hundreds,
Mr Kumara dashed to the roof. Shouting slogans, the charged protesters chased him, dragged
him out on the road and tortured him with kicks, stones and iron rods, killing him on the spot.
The mob then set the body on fire.

Sialkot Deputy Commissioner (DC) Tahir Farooq and District Police Officer (DPO) Omar Saeed
Malik along with a heavy contingent of police reached the spot and took the body into custody.

Rescue 1122 District Emergency Officer Naveed Igbal said they transferred the body to Sialkot’s
Allama Igbal Teaching Hospital immediately, adding that a rescue ambulance and fire brigade
were present on the spot during the protest.

Mr Kumara, a Sri Lankan Christian, had been working at Rajco Industries for 10 years.

Witnesses Mohammad Iftikhar and Mohammad Ilyas said when the protest started and the road
was blocked, only three personnel from the Uggoki police station arrived. Had the DPO
responded to the sensitive matter on time, the killing could have been avoided. They held police’s
incompetence responsible for the gruesome incident.

Mohammad Hafeez and Jabbar Khan recalled that in 2010 two brothers were lynched by angry
protesters owing to police’s incompetence and failure to respond on time.

& Usman Buzdar
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| am extremely shocked at the horrific Sialkot incident. |
have instructed IG Police to thoroughly investigate it. No
one is allowed to take law in their hands. Rest assured,
individuals involved in this inhumane act will not be
spared!!

3:36 PM - Dec 3, 2021 (i)
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Chief Minister Usman Buzdar took notice of the killing and demanded a report from the chief
secretary and Punjab inspector general of police (IGP). “I am extremely shocked at the horrific
Sialkot incident. I have instructed IG Police to thoroughly investigate it. No one is allowed to take
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law in their hands. Rest assured; individuals involved in this inhumane act will not be spared!!”
he tweeted.

Police managed to disperse the protesters from Wazirabad Road and reopen it for traffic. Later,
Gujranwala Commissioner Zulfigar Ghumman and Regional Police Officer Imran Ahmar also
reached the spot as part of the inquiry into the incident.

Sialkot police constituted 10 raiding teams to arrest the culprits. According to police sources, a
first information report of the incident was registered at the Uggoki police station for aggravated
murder and burning of the body against dozens of unidentified people under terrorism and
murder provisions. Police collected videos of the torture from social media. They also claimed to
have arrested over 145 suspects and transferred them to an unidentified location.

Reacting to the “horrific vigilante attack”, Prime Minister Imran Khan said it was a day of shame
for Pakistan. “I am overseeing the investigations & let there be no mistake all that responsible
will be punished with full severity of the law. Arrests are in progress,” he tweeted.

Al Imran Khan o L J
@ImrankhanPTI

The horrific vigilante attack on factory in Sialkot & the
burning alive of Sri Lankan manager is a day of shame for
Pakistan. | am overseeing the investigations & let there be
no mistake all those responsible will be punished with full
severity of the law. Arrests are in progress

7:05 PM - Dec 3, 2021 @
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Meanwhile, a Sri Lankan media outlet reported that the country’s Foreign Ministry expected the
Pakistani authorities to take the required action to investigate and ensure justice following the
lynching of Mr Kumara.

“The [Sri Lankan] Foreign Ministry has received reports of an alleged incident of torture and
burning of the body of a Sri Lankan in Sialkot, Pakistan,” said spokesperson Sugeeshwara
Gunaratna. “The Sri Lanka High Commission in Islamabad is in the process of verifying the
details of the incident from the Pakistan authorities.”

Later in the day, Special Assistant to the Punjab Chief Minister on Information Hasaan Khawar
said every aspect of the tragic incident was being investigated.

Speaking at a presser, Mr Khawar, flanked by the IGP and Special Representative to the Prime
Minister on Religious Harmony Allama Tahir Ashrafi, said a high-level inquiry was being
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conducted and its report would be made public in 48 hours. Immediate action would be taken
against all those involved in this heinous incident. He claimed that around 50 people had been
arrested while the process of identifying more culprits was under way with the help of CCTV
footage and Nadra.

In the evening, Punjab Law Minister Basharat Raja chaired a meeting at the Civil Secretariat to
discuss the incident with the chief secretary, IGP, additional chief secretary (home), and the
additional inspectors general of Special Branch and Counter-Terrorism Department.

The Sialkot DC and DPO briefed the meeting about the details of the incident through video link.
They claimed the deceased was known to be a strict administrator, adding around 110 suspects
had been arrested, while raids were being conducted to apprehend the others. The police were
seeking the assistance of other managers of the factory to identify the culprits.

The meeting instructed the police to look into the administrative matters besides blasphemy
allegations as the lynched manager was said to be a strict administrator.

The law minister directed that security be beefed up in churches in and around Sialkot besides
offering police protection to the foreigners working in different factories. Chief Secretary Kamran
Ali Afzal said an impartial inquiry was being conducted and facts would soon be brought to the
fore soon.

In a late-night statement, the IGP claimed that two main suspects, Farhan Idrees and Usman
Rasheed, were among those arrested.

The army chief condemned the “cold-blooded and shameful murder” of Mr Kumara by a mob.
“Such extra-judicial vigilantism cannot be condoned at any cost. The COAS directs all out-
support to the civil administration to arrest perpetrators of this heinous crime and bring them to
justice,” the Inter-Services Public Relations quoted the army chief as saying.

Condemnations also poured in from across the political divide. Federal Human Rights Minister
Shireen Mazari tweeted: “Horrific & condemnable act of the mob attack on factory & murder of
Sri Lankan manager in Sialkot. Mob violence cannot be acceptable under any circumstance as
state has laws to deal with all offences. Punjab govt's action must & will be firm and
unambiguous.”

Interior Minister Sheikh Rashid said federal government institutions were assisting the Punjab
government in investigating the incident. The National Crisis Cell was ascertaining the reasons
behind the cruel act and the perpetrators will be taken to a court of law.

“The entire society will have to work together to get rid of extremism in the name of religion,” he
tweeted.
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In her tweet, PML-N vice president Maryam Nawaz questioned if “such barbarity was our
identity and the future of the coming generations”. Asking if the country could ever be considered
safe, she said the government was non-existent and there was no one to question.
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The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan, in a statement, demanded an immediate and
transparent inquiry into the incident, saying not only must the perpetrators be brought to justice,
but the state also cease its collusion with far-right elements. “The unthinkable savagery with
which a Sialkot mob has tortured a Sri Lankan man to death and burned his body on flimsy
allegations of blasphemy should bring home once and for all the grim reality of spiralling
radicalisation in Pakistan. Regrettably, the state’s response has been cowardly at best and
complicit at worst,” it added.

Global rights body, Amnesty International, expressed alarm over the lynching and demanded the
authorities immediately conduct an independent, impartial and prompt investigation and hold
the perpetrators accountable. “Today’s event underscores the urgency with which an
environment that enables abuse and puts lives at risk must be rectified.”

;ﬁ Amnesty Inte_rnational South Asia @ L J
= [@amnestysasia

PAKISTAN: Amnesty International is deeply alarmed by the
disturbing lynching and killing of a Sri Lankan factory
manager in Sialkot, allegedly due to a blasphemy
accusation. (Thread)
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Moreover, the ulema and mashaykh of all religious schools of thought, Pakistan Ulema Council
and Interfaith Harmony Council also condemned the killing, saying it was a violation of the
teachings of the holy Quran and Sunnah.

The Tehreek-i-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP), which was linked to the gory incident by social media
users, distanced itself from the lynching, and condemned it. “While the incident is tragic, what's
equally sad is linking the TLP to it. We call for an independent and transparent investigation and
those responsible to be arrested and exposed. When the rule of law prevails, no one will dare take
the law into their hands,” a TLP spokesman said.

A similar incident in Sialkot in 2010 had shaken the country when a mob had lynched two young
brothers in the presence of police, declaring them dacoits. In 2019, the Supreme Court had
commuted the death sentence awarded to seven people involved in the incident to 10-year
imprisonment.

Mansoor Malik in Lahore also contributed to this report

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 4TH, 2021
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Is-Khorasan Enterprise: The Agent of
Chaos

BY NAVEED HUSSAIN

Taliban as a nuisance. But they were wrong. A string of horrific mass-casualty attacks after
the fall of Kabul showed that IS-Khorasan (IS-K) could be the most formidable challenge
to the Taliban’s fledgling rule in Afghanistan. The realisation appears to have sunk in as the

THE so-called Khorasan chapter of the Islamic State group was initially written off by the

Taliban are now sizing up the threat.

IS-K was diminished from its zenith due to a series of military defeats beginning in 2018. But the
exit of foreign forces has resurrected the group. Its ranks swelled overnight as hundreds of its
prisoners returned to the fight after fleeing from Afghan prisons during the Taliban’s chaotic
march on Kabul. The Taliban are now morphing into a government from insurgency, but they
lack the required resources and expertise. This situation has been exacerbated by a virtual
diplomatic boycott by the international community and a brewing humanitarian crisis at home.
IS-K might take advantage of the situation, project itself as an anti-government resistance force
and inspire other groups to unleash chaos in the country.

The Islamic State, or Da’ish as it is called in Arabic, came to prominence in June 2014 when a
former al Qaeda commander Abu Bakr al Baghdadi announced a self-styled caliphate on large
swathes of land in Iraq and Syria and anointed himself its caliph. The lure of caliphate backed by
sophisticated propaganda helped the group mint thousands of recruits, especially young radicals
in the West. It commandeered global spotlight with grisly violence, including barbaric executions
and beheadings.

The Islamic State is “one manifestation of a global jihadist enterprise”, says Brian Michael Jenkins,
Senior Adviser to the President of RAND Corporation. “This was never a single organisation, but
a broad movement that has coalesced and fragmented over the past four decades,” he says.
“Islamic State is the successor to a one-time affiliate of al Qaeda, although even then there were
tensions between the commander of the Iraqi front and al Qaeda’s central leadership over tactics
and targeting.”

Al Qaeda and the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS), the predecessor of IS, split in 2014 in a
dispute about who would lead the campaign in Syria. The two groups also differed on the
declaration of a caliphate by the leader of ISIS, which al Qaeda, for doctrinal reasons opposed,
according to Jenkins. By declaring a caliphate, the IS leader was asserting his claim to the
allegiance of all Muslims throughout the world, something al Qaeda’s former leader Osama bin
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Laden never did. Nor have the Taliban, who have always regarded their jihad as local, limited to
Afghanistan, declared a caliphate.

But Dr Michael Barak, Senior Researcher at International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT),
says IS and al Qaeda are cut from the same cloth as both belong to the Salafi-Jihadist school and
both aim to establish a transnational caliphate. They only differ on three issues: 1) Al Qaeda
focuses on “Dawah among Muslim communities” for now and is willing to postpone the
establishment of a caliphate to a later period. IS, however, wants a caliphate now; 2) Da’ish
adheres to a strict interpretation and implementation of the idea of Takfir, declaring a person
infidel. Al Qaeda is very cautious with the usage of Takfir not only towards Muslims but also
towards non-Muslims; 3) The Islamic State intends to conquer territories to set up a caliphate. Al
Qaeda prefers not to take over lands and apply governance to them.

The Rise & Fall of ISIS
Estimated Number of people killed in ISIS terrorist attacks and territory controlled by group*
e =20Deaths | | Territory controlled
November
100,000 km2 January
90,800 km?2
January
78,000 km2
January
9,150 60,400 km?2
6,073 6,141
4,350 January
200 km?
1,400 1,328
2013 ' 2014 . 2015 ; 2016 2017 2018

*Excludes battlefield death inflicted on state and non-state combatants. Territory in Syria and Iraq.

The stunning rise of IS led many scholars and politicians - especially in the Muslim world - to
suspect that the group was created by Western powers as part of their political recalibration
efforts in the Middle East. Da’ish was facilitated to take control of large swathes of land in Syria
and Iraq, says Prof Dr Mehmet Seyfettin, President of Ankara Center for Crisis and Policy Studies
(ANKASAM). “Then the West tried to legitimise the terrorist organisation PYD, or Kurdish
Democratic Union Party [Syrian affiliate of the Kurdistan Workers” Party] on the pretext of
fighting Da’ish. [Simply put] the group was brought in for a specific mission, which it has
accomplished,” he says.
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The Khorasan franchises

Qari Hekmat, the commander of IS-K in the northern Afghan province of Jowzjan before his death in a US airstrike
in April 2018

The establishment of a “mini caliphate” in Iraq and Syria encouraged IS to pursue its dream of a
transnational empire. Accordingly, the group decided to set up 35 Wilayats (provinces), including
the one in Khorasan, an area that historically encompassed parts of Afghanistan, Iran, and Central
Asia. “Riding on the crest of its victories in Syria and Iraq and its reputation for uncompromising
ideology and unending warfare against infidels and apostates, IS attracted professions of loyalties
from local jihadists and Muslim insurgent groups around the world, enabling it to establish
provinces in many countries,” says Jenkins, who has authored numerous books and articles on
terrorism-related topics.

Initially, defectors from al Qaeda, Tehreek-e-Taliban Afghanistan (TTA), and Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) joined IS-K. Its strength gradually rose from initial 2,000-2,500 fighters to 5,500 in
2019 before finally settling at 3,000-3,500 in August 2021 when about 1,000 of its prisoners escaped
from Afghan jails. IS-K failed to establish a foothold in Pakistan due to sustained military and
intelligence operations by Pakistan Army, but the group successfully set up bases in Afghanistan:
in Nangarhar and Kunar in the east, in Badakhshan in the north-east, and in Jowzjan in the north.

The Taliban decisively defeated IS-K in its strongholds of Nangarhar and Kunar in 2019-20. After
their rout, Da’ish fighters fled to Helmand, Kandahar, Balkh, Kunduz, Jowzjan, Faryab, and
Baghlan provinces, according to intelligence officials. Some of them moved to Laghman and
Kabul to set up sleeper cells for future attacks in the urban centres.

The defeat of its caliphate in Iraq and Syria triggered a change in the IS strategy as the group set
sights on other regions. India was identified as a fertile ground due to the simmering tensions
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among the marginalised and alienated Muslim communities. IS-K easily found recruits in the
states of Kerala, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Talangana, and West Bengal who later shifted to
Afghanistan with their families.

BALTISTAN

Current suspected 15-K presence [

orignal IS-K Support zone ()
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The 2020 attack on Sikh Gurdwara in Kabul and the jailbreak in Nangarhar the same year
involved Indian Muslims from Kerala, according to officials. The mastermind of Sri Lanka’s
Easter attack in 2019 - Zahran Hashim and his associate Mohammad Mubarak Azaan - had also
travelled to Karnataka before carrying out the atrocity. In 2020-21 National Investigation Agency
of India arrested 49 Indians for conspiring with IS.

IS-K reportedly had 112 Indians in its ranks - 26 men, 13 women and 21 children - who travelled
to Afghanistan from Kerala in 2016. Around 24 of them were killed, while 10 women and 21
children surrendered in November 2019. In April 2017, the US military dropped MOAB (Mother
of All Bombs) against the IS-K bases in the Achin district of Nangarhar. Among the casualties
were 13 Indians.
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In the disputed state of Jammu and Kashmir, IS-K was reportedly proliferated in a controlled
manner by Indian spy agency RAW in an attempt to discredit and muddle the indigenous fight
against Delhi’s rule. But the plan appears to have gone awry. IS-JK has extensively chronicled its
various aspects on social media and in its magazine "Saut-ul-Hind (Voice of Hind)", which has
published 20 issues thus far.

IS established the Khorasan front in a direct challenge to the Taliban. “The name is a clue to its
broader ambitions, which the Taliban do not share, and which could cause problems for
Afghanistan’s new rulers,” says Jenkins, who has formerly served as chair of the Political Science
Department at the American global policy think-tank RAND. “The Taliban immediately reacted
to the IS challenge, which led to fighting between Taliban and IS formations. The two groups
declared war on each other in January 2015.”

The IS-K emergence under the full presence, surveillance, and intelligence of US-led Nato forces
had raised suspicions. In a 2017 interview with Al Jazeerah, former Afghan president Hamid
Karzai accused the US of allowing IS-K to flourish inside Afghanistan. Regional countries, Russia
and Iran in particular, have also accused the US of aiding IS-K extremists - a charge Washington
denies. Some scholars also see IS-K as a Western “agent of chaos”.

In the New Great Game, the stage

has been set for sowing chaos.

The objective is to destabilise the
Turkish world, Russia and China via
Afghanistan. And Da'ish can play an
extremely useful function [in this game]

Professor Mehmet Seyfettin

“It would not be surprising to see that the organisation [Da’ish] which played the role imperialism
has set for itself in Syria and Iraq is used as an element of instability in various geographies,
especially in Afghanistan, because big powers carry out their proxy wars through terrorist
organisations,” says Prof Mehmet. “In the New Great Game, the stage has been set for sowing
chaos. The objective is to destabilise the Turkish world, Russia and China via Afghanistan. And
Da’ish can play an extremely useful function [in this game]”.
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How big is the IS-K threat?

Indians in ISKP

a. There has been increasing display of Indian Muslims in ISIS. Attack on Sikh Gurdwara in Kabul and Nangarhar Jail Break were
both executed by Indian Muslims from Kerala.

b. The mastermind of Sri Lanka's Easter attack; Zahran Hashim and his associate
Mohammad Mubarak Azaan are believed to have travelled to Karnataka in south India prior to attack.

(1) The number of Indians in ISIS is 112; including 60 (26 males,13 women and 21 children) who migrated to Afghanistan
from Kerala in 2016 (24 killed, 10 women and 21 children surrendered in Nov 2019).

(2) 13 Indians were killed in MOAB (Massive Ordnance Air Blastattack at Achin, Nangarhar on 13 Apr 2017.

(3) One of the suicide bombers in Nangarhar Jail break was an Indian from Kerala. Abu Rawahah al Hindi was the first to
start the attack with his car full of explosives blowing up walls.

In 2020-21 National Investigation Agency of India (NIA) arrested 49 Indians for conspiring with ISIS; details are as under:

16 12 12 4 4 3 2 1 1 1
Karnataka Tamil Maharashtra Kerala Telangana HIOJK Rajasthan New Delhi Madhya Uttar
Nadu Pradesh Pradesh

The exit of foreign forces has been celebrated by the Taliban as a military victory. This immensely
contributed to their self-confidence - something that might help them vanquish rival groups in
Afghanistan, including Da’ish. According to Prof Mehmet, the Taliban have a strong ideological
support base in the shape of madrassahs, which provide a steady stream of new ideologues.
Da’ish, on the other hand, espouses an ideology almost alien to Afghanistan. Hence it would be
difficult for the group to find new recruits.

IS-K may not find new recruits, but it could inspire defections within the Taliban. “The threat it
[IS-K] poses is more insidious. A continued IS-K terrorist campaign will impede Taliban efforts
to restore normality and could complicate the country’s future foreign relations,” says Jenkins.
“There are already reports of complaints among the Taliban’s more extreme elements that the
group’s leaders are behaving more like politicians and making too many compromises. IS-K
could attract the hardliners as well as those who have been fighting for years and have no desires
to lay down their arms and have few prospects in civilian life.”

Dr Barak concurs. “IS-K has been de-legitimising the Taliban calling it a fake Jihadist
organisation. IS-K has criticised the Taliban ‘victory” in Afghanistan, claiming that the American
withdrawal was achieved only because the Taliban had agreed to serve the American interest in
Afghanistan,” says Dr Barak, who also serves as the team leader of the Global Jihad & Jihadi
Websites Monitoring Group at the ICT. “IS-K has criticised the peace talks in Doha claiming that
while Muslims were killed by America in Afghanistan the Taliban were ready to sit in hotels, eat
good food and negotiate with the Americans.”

He referred to the recent high-casualty violence and said these “attacks aim to embarrass the
Taliban in the eyes of the Afghan people and the international community and to recruit people
to IS-K ranks such as former Taliban members who are not satisfied with the Taliban’s new way”.
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By these terrorist attacks, IS-K is also trying to recruit foreign fighters in Afghanistan and abroad,
especially the Chinese Uyghur Muslims. When the Taliban relocated the Uyghur fighters who
were stationed on the Afghan-Chinese border to the western part of Afghanistan following an
agreement between China and the Taliban, IS-K launched a terrorist attack against the Hazara
minority in Afghanistan saying that this was a message to the Taliban not to mistreat the Uyghur
fighters, claims Dr Barak. “In Afghanistan today there are about 8,000 foreign fighters whom IS-
Kis trying to recruit.”

Prof Mehmet doesn’t think Da’ish, a radical Salafi group, would be able to recruit among the
Afghan people, who predominantly belong to the Hanafi school of Sunnis. “Da’ish may use
[individual] legionnaires in its plan to disrupt the establishment of stability in Afghanistan.
However, as it is known, the West sees the right to intervene in various ways on the grounds of
fight against terrorism which means violent attacks in Afghanistan will continue,” he says.

Dr Barak believes as long as the economic and security situation keeps deteriorating, IS-K will
recruit more fighters and supporters and will broaden its influence and ability to challenge the
Taliban’s authority. “There is [also] a fear that the Taliban will use the IS-K card to extort the West

and force it to invest in Afghanistan in order to let the Taliban fight more efficiently against IS-
K,” he adds.

IS-K has criticised the Taliban ‘victory’
in Afghanistan, claiming that the
American withdrawal was achieved
only because the Taliban had agreed
to serve the American interest in
Afghanistan

Dr Michael Barak

But Jenkins foresees fragmentations in the Taliban, if their government comes down hard on IS-
K. “A Taliban crackdown on IS-K and the implacable elements in its own ranks could be
portrayed as a betrayal of the cause — turning one’s back on God - prompting further
defections”.

However, senior Pakistani security analyst Maj Gen (retd) Inamul Haq doesn’t agree with these
dire predictions. “The Taliban are taking it as a localised issue. It's not an existential threat
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because they know that an insurgency cannot survive without popular public support which,
unlike the Taliban, IS-K doesn’t have,” he says.

“Moreover, the Taliban are now better armed to fight, and better equipped to snoop, surveil, and
eavesdrop on IS-K. I think the Taliban would easily deal with this threat once they have tackled
the most pressing economic issues,” adds Gen Inam who has written extensively on the Taliban
insurgency.

Should Pakistan be worried?

IS-K has emerged as the most lethal international terrorist organisation in Afghanistan which has
claimed over 270 operations so far in 2021 resulting in over 1,600 casualties. These include over
50 attacks perpetrated after the Taliban takeover of Kabul on August 15, 2021. The group is now
reaching out to other international terrorist organisations, including TTP, to coalesce a joint front
after the Taliban assured its neighbours that the Afghan soil would not be used against any
country.

Prof Mehmet sees the Khorasan enterprise as an agent of chaos aided by those who want to
destabilise China’s Belt and Road Initiative. “Pakistan desires a stable Afghanistan and a stable
Central Asia-South Asia line in the context of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, part of the
BRI project, as well as projects such as TAPI and TAP,” he says while referring to transnational
gas pipeline projects. “For this purpose, it is developing de facto cooperation with the Taliban.
But sinister efforts are being made to create instability in Pakistan through various terrorist
organisations, especially the TTP.”

The threat it [IS-K] poses is more
insidious. A continued IS-K terrorist
campaign willimpede Taliban efforts to
restore normality and could complicate
the country’s future foreign relations

Brian Michael Jenkins

Pakistan has already engaged the TTP in negotiations - thanks to mediation from Kabul - in an
effort to pre-empt any alliance between TTP and IS-K. “The IS-K resurgence should be worrisome
for Pakistan, but I don’t think it could be a threat bigger than TTP,” says Gen Inam. “Peace
negotiations are already ongoing with TTP. However, if the talks fail, then there could be a remote
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possibility of some disillusioned cadres from the two groups making localised alliances. Yet an
alliance between the TTP and IS-K at the organisational level may not happen, given that TTP has
already pledged allegiance to TTA,” he adds.

The Taliban-led government in Kabul is facilitating the TTP talks. Jenkins says the Taliban cannot
coerce TTP to cut a peace deal. “Pakistan can pressure the Afghan Taliban to persuade TTP to lay
down their arms - or at the least - to lower the level of violence. However, if the Taliban act with
too heavy a hand, they risk a reaction by TTP hardliners,” he says. “IS-K has no interest in any
settlement and therefore could become the natural allies of TTP irreconcilables.”

Dr Barak, however, is convinced the Taliban would use their influence on TTP to stop it from
stoking violence in Pakistan. “IS-K and other terrorist organisations interpret it [Taliban-Pakistan
relations] in a negative way, perceiving the Taliban as a tool in the hands of Pakistan. This alleged
alliance can fuel the motivation of terrorist organisations to cooperate against Pakistan,” he says.
“But I'm not sure TTP will be part of this axis because the Taliban have become an important
actor who has the ability to restrain TTP from taking action against Pakistan.”

Should China be worried?

At least two of the recent deadly attacks claimed by IS-K purportedly involved fighters of the
East Turkestan Islamic Movement (ETIM), a group blamed by China for unrest in its Uyghur-
majority Xinjiang province. China fears IS-K could form an alliance with ETIM to inspire and
recruit Uyghur youth to stoke unrest in its soft Muslim underbelly.

Such fears are not unfounded. “IS-K’s horizons extend beyond the borders of Afghanistan. Angry
Muslims in surrounding countries are potential reservoirs of IS-K recruits while groups like the
ETIM can see benefits in allying themselves with IS-K,” says Jenkins.

IS-K's funding sources have already
dried up. Even if its financiers want
to keep it alive, still the group will
need popular public support which

is possible only if the Afghan people
become disillusioned with the Taliban

Maj Gen (retd) Inamul Hagq
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Dr Barak has a different take. He claims the Taliban have already cut a deal with China to remove
ETIM fighters from the area bordering China. “The fact that the Taliban [have] reached an
agreement with China to relocate the Uyghur fighters from the Chinese-Afghan border to western
Afghanistan may fuel anger and disappointment and the Taliban may be perceived as willing to
scarify the Uyghur cause for economic benefits from China,” he says.

Inam doesn’t think a long-term alliance between IS-K and ETIM could be possible given the
jarring difference in their worldviews and objectives. “ETIM has limited objectives. It claims to
be fighting for the rights of the Uyghur Muslim minority in Xinjiang. IS-K, on the other hand, is
more global in its outlook. Its violent campaign is for a transnational Islamic caliphate,” he says,
though he doesn’t rule out a temporary “marriage of convenience” between the two.

However, Inam agrees China does have fears that ETIM could align itself with IS-K to foment
unrest in Xinjiang. That is perhaps the reason China is not rushing to formally recognise the
Taliban government in Afghanistan. The Taliban, on their part, have repeatedly assured the
Chinese side not to worry too much about ETIM.

China’s overtures to the Taliban were prompted by two reasons: expansion of the BRI project,
and prevention of a spill-over of Jihadism into Xinjiang, according to Prof Mehmet. “China
provides aid to Afghanistan fearing a humanitarian crisis [which appears to be looming on the
horizon] will trigger radicalisation. The main condition set by China for Afghanistan’s new rulers
is that they will ensure their country doesn’t become a safe base for terrorist organisations,” he
says. “And the Taliban have [already] given assurances to China in this regard.”

Regional stability and strategy

Fears abound that an IS-K foothold in a Taliban-ruled Afghanistan could inspire terrorist groups
active in the neighbouring countries and plunge the entire region into instability. Prof Mehmet
warns that if Da’ish manages to perpetuate instability in Afghanistan, which it will try to do, then
it will also spill into neighbouring countries in the region.

He recommends a pragmatic approach to tackle the IS-K threat to prevent regional chaos and
instability. “Afghanistan should be included in regional projects through an approach that
prioritises cooperation [for a win-win situation for all],” he says while opposing any effort to
isolate the Taliban internationally.

Dr Barak agrees with Prof Mehmet in strategy but differs on execution. “The regional countries
should reach an agreement with the Taliban to form a joint operation room that will be
responsible on monitoring the IS-K activity in Afghanistan and will have joint operations against
it,” he says. If the Taliban do not agree to this kind of cooperation, IS-K will continue to become
stronger.

Jenkins believes a strategic re-calculation might already have been underway in Afghanistan’s
neighbouring countries, though they may not try to intervene militarily. “IS-K poses the bigger
threat and some of the external actors will see benefits in facilitating Taliban efforts to reduce IS-
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K while avoiding overt military involvement in those efforts,” he says. “At the same time, the
surrounding countries will want to find ways of reducing the susceptibility of their own restive
populations to extremist subversion, thereby denying IS-K potential footholds. How they achieve
this lies beyond my pasture.”
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Gen Inam, however, insists the IS-K threat is being widely exaggerated. “I doubt IS-K could create
a regional security situation. It will remain a localised threat,” he says. “IS-K’s funding sources
have already dried up. Even if its financiers want to keep it alive, still the group will need popular
public support which is possible only if the Afghan people become disillusioned with the
Taliban,” he adds. “And I don’t see that happening. I feel the Taliban are delivering on their three
key promises: security, justice, and end to endemic corruption - something every Afghan wants.”

According to intelligence assessments, after the loss of its strongholds in eastern Afghanistan, the
IS-K leadership has reconfigured its strategy which now involves strengthening its positions in
northern Afghanistan, primarily in Badakhshan which can be used as a base for activities in
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Central Asia and China; avoiding direct combat with Taliban forces with the intention to conserve
its strength; and conducting high-profile attacks in urban areas to drain the Taliban energies,
overshadow their “victory”, and de-legitimise their rule.

With the Taliban at the helm in Kabul, IS-K could easily implement the new strategy as the
spectrum of targets and its expected resonance has increased manifold, including economic
infrastructures, minorities, warlords, foreign missions and media houses. In the meanwhile, the
group will try to reach out to other foreign terrorist organisations to broaden its campaign.

If IS-K cobbles up such an unholy alliance of terrorist groups - something, security officials say,
is very much likely - Afghanistan might descend into chaos. And the availability of unregulated
spaces will be exploited by international terrorist groups to turn the country into a new epicentre
of terrorism, imperiling regional and global security.

“The Da’ish threat won’t remain confined within the borders of Afghanistan. It would proliferate
and jeopardise regional security,” says Prof Mehmet. “The fight against Da’ish offers an
opportunity to the Taliban to increase own legitimacy.”

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, DECEMBER 05, 2021
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Horror in Sialkot

NCE again, we are reminded how far this nation has descended into the abyss. This time

the sickeningly familiar ritual of savage violence was enacted in Sialkot where Priyantha

Kumara Diyawadana, a Sri Lankan national, was beaten to death on Friday over
blasphemy allegations at the factory where he worked as a manager.

The mob then dragged his mangled body out on the road and set it on fire, where individuals on
the scene — as if to underscore their utter lack of humanity — took selfies with the burning
corpse. Where were law-enforcement personnel who should have protected Mr Diyawadana?
How was the situation allowed to escalate to the point it did? What followed the grisly murder
was predictable: condemnation by the political leadership, with the government vowing to
punish the perpetrators to the fullest extent of the law. The army chief too, almost certainly
because the victim was a foreign national, denounced “such extrajudicial vigilantism”.

For the same reason perhaps, religious bodies have also shown alacrity where they usually
maintain a deafening silence and issued statements to condemn the lynching. Most ironic among
them is the Tehreek-i-Labbaik Pakistan, the ultra-right group that proudly claims as its
inspiration a man who committed murder in the name of blasphemy.

It is indeed a day of shame for Pakistan. Having repeatedly vented our bloodlust on our own,
this time the extremists amongst us turned on an individual who was a guest in this country. Not
surprisingly, however, the official denunciations only touch upon the here and now, the tip of
the iceberg. The bitter truth is, on the last day of his life, Mr Diyawadana came face to face with
the consequences of the Pakistani state’s decades-long policy of appeasing religious extremists.
Even though the violent ultra-right outfits once used for strategic objectives began to be reined in
a few years ago, other sectarian groups that were radicalised as part of the same process have
since gained new ground. As extremism seeped into the body politic, blasphemy increasingly
became weaponised, an expedient tool that could be wielded in a variety of situations: to take
over the land of minority communities, to settle personal disputes — even to engineer protests to
destabilise a sitting government in 2017.

All it takes now is an allegation of blasphemy and an individual or two to incite a mob to commit
murder. Who can forget young Mashal Khan, lynched by his fellow students in 2017, or Shama
and Shahzad Masih, burned alive in a brick kiln in 2014? These are but three victims in a long
chronology of horror. Each act of lynching, each desecration of a place of worship, each life
destroyed as a result is an indictment of a state that has long made cynical use of religion as part
of its playbook. We must reverse course before the flames of intolerance devour us as a nation.

EDITORIAL DAWN, DECEMBER 5TH, 2021
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"Time to take action': Govt to review
counter-terrorism strategy after Sialkot
lynching, says Mazari
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Human nghts Mlnlster Dr Shireen Mazari speaks to Dawn.com on Monday in Islamabad.

l l UMAN RIGHTS MINISTER Dr Shireen Mazari said on Monday that the government
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had decided to review the National Action Plan (NAP) on counter-terrorism in the wake
of the brutal lynching of a Sialkot factory manager Priyantha Kumara — a Sri Lankan
national — over blasphemy allegations last week.

The National Action Plan, enacted through a strong political consensus after the 2014 attack on
the Army Public School in Peshawar, was aimed at taking result-oriented measures to counter
terrorism in the country.

The minister's remarks come amid countrywide outrage after a mob comprising hundreds of
protestors tortured to death Kumara over blasphemy allegations and then burnt his body on
Friday.
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Speaking exclusively to Dawn.com, the minister rued the recurrence of such incidents and called
for "strict government action", terming it the "need of the hour".

"This lynching was not the first of its kind. We have seen the case of Mashal Khan, and two of our
Christian community members were burnt... it's now time to take definitive action as the state".

She said the distortion of religion and torture of people in its wake should be condemned in the
strongest terms.

The human rights minister also expressed worry over growing "extremism" in the country, saying
the NAP had to be fully enforced to combat the menace.

"We need to review our laws for devising a comprehensive strategy to prevent such incidents in
the future," Mazari stressed. Specifically pointing to the NAP, the minister said it must be seen
where the action plan had not been implemented.

She also called upon different parties within the Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM) to "de-
link" themselves from Maulana Fazlur Rehman and his leadership for his controversial statement
in which he had said that if the state did not take action against those accused of blasphemy, then
such incidents will continue to happen.
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In the same breath, she defended Defence Minister Pervez Khattak, saying he had already
clarified on Twitter that he was misunderstood and that his remarks were reported out of context
in sections of the media. It remains unclear which tweet the minister was referring to with regards
to the clarification.

Addressing a media talk in Peshawar a day earlier, Khattak had suggested that the ghastly
incident should not be linked to the government's decision to lift the ban on the Tehreek-i-Labbaik
Pakistan (TLP), saying "murders take place" when young people get emotional.
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"You know the reasons [behind this incident] too. When children ... grow up, they become spirited
and do things out of emotions. This does not mean 'this was the result of that action'," he had
stressed, saying in Sialkot too, some young men had gathered and accused Kumara of
disrespecting Islam, which led to the "sudden" lynching.

"We should focus on his clarification that what he had said was misunderstood and reported out
of context," said the minister, adding that the prime minister's position was very clear on the issue
and this was also the government's position.

'Is the govt mulling a ban on the TLP'?

To a question whether the government planned to ban the TLP after the Sialkot incident, she said
the federal cabinet would debate on it before reaching any final decision.

The TLP was linked to the gory incident by users on social media, but the group distanced itself
from the lynching and condemned it.

Earlier in October, the TLP and the federal government had reached an agreement after many
rounds of talks and two weeks of clashes which left seven policemen and a number of TLP
workers dead. The agreement was kept secret, but leaked information suggested consensus on
removing the party from the list of banned organisations, release of TLP chief Saad Hussain Rizvi
and setting TLP workers free that were held under various charges including anti-terrorism.

A week later, on November 7, the federal cabinet had decided to revoke the declaration putting
the TLP on the list of “proscribed” organisations under the country’s anti-terrorism law.

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 06, 2021
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Planning for a nation

ARIFA NOOR
“Those who can make you believe absurdities can make you commit atrocities.” — Voltaire

S there anything left to say about Sialkot? Condemn it more? Express outrage even more

loudly? Use more adjectives than the last person who wrote on it? Rail against the leaders

who have failed us, at present or in the past? And if one wants to appear more thoughtful
than others, there is always the remark about how soon the outrage will be forgotten, come the
next story or crisis.

In between, there is the demand for justice or punishment — they are interchangeable in our
conversations — while the government officials are feverishly announcing the number of arrested
to show the state is hard at work, as if an arrest in Pakistan is a guarantee of anything much.

So what next? Agreed that swift punishments are essential in such cases but are they enough? We
thought we were headed in the right direction when the killer of Salmaan Taseer was tried and
punished. But it appears that we simply cut off one head of the hydra and are now battling
multiple ones which have appeared since.

Perhaps it is time we returned to the blackboard to figure out what needs to be done. The last
time such an effort took place — at least as far as we, mere mortals, are aware of — was when our
political and military leadership together unveiled the National Action Plan (NAP) after the APS
tragedy.

It seems, though, that its fate was to be little more than a New Year resolution left to gather dust
despite good intentions. This is not surprising given its ambitious sweep without any details on
implementation. From fixing the judicial system to eradicating militant groups, 20 short sub-
headings covered it all.

But, did we not need some detail on how this was to be achieved? Consider one point: “Ongoing
operation in Karachi will be taken to its logical end.” What is the logical end? Did any of those
putting this document together envisage or describe what this ‘end” is? Was it simply the
completion of military operations in Karachi or was there more? Or is it that the details were
discussed but not made public?

Similarly, too little attention is paid to why certain actions have to be taken. For instance, the plan
speaks of registering and regularising madressahs. We have been speaking of this since the time
of Musharraf but do we really know why? Is it because their curriculum is breeding extremism
or is it because they are used by militants for networking and recruiting? Do we need to curb

0



NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2021

their criminal activities or their thinking? Or is it both? In short, the crossing and the dotting has
to be done.

But there is more to it; this is where the hydra keeps growing more heads, as some of us try to
battle on. NAP approaches the problem as an administrative one — stopping militant
organisations, putting an end to hate speech, regularising madressahs, curbing terrorist funding
and so on. Mull over it a bit and it seems as if firmer state action and better implementation of
law is the answer we need.

Undoubtedly, we do. But, this is simply the first step — and not an easy one. For even here, we
will need to address political issues, including but not only the civil-military relationship. But
even if we miraculously give izzat to the vote, our problems will not end.

Indeed, we need to take a long, hard look at the rise of the TLP, the court scenes during Mumtaz
Qadri’s trial, the death of Mashal Khan and the crowd in Sialkot and ask ourselves if we simply
see this as an administrative problem and one linked to our political setting. And if not, how are
we going to describe it and then address it.

We need to define this crisis and its causes before we can even begin to find the answers. For
instance, if it is linked to our education system, we need to ask where exactly the problem lies.
For clearly, no one in power seems to see it. Not only was it not mentioned in NAP, it did not
come up during the recent mass-scale revision of the curriculum either. This revision was
prompted by the PTT’s belief in ridding the country of the economic divide in the education
system as well as (according to some views) the NAP agenda about madressahs.

In the latter aim, it seems the underlying assumption was that if madressah students are as
equipped as mainstream school students and can compete for the same jobs, they will not opt for
violence and extremism. But, Sialkot has put paid to this notion, if the lawyers who came to
Qadri’s support hadn’t already. And it also needs to be asked if we have enough jobs for the
young people who graduate from mainstream schools and madressahs. And what happens if we
don't.

But because there is no information available on whether these questions were asked and how or
why the madressah education reform was made part of NAP, the PTI's Single National
Curriculum was used to ‘bring’ the madressahs on board but in the process, many think the
quantum of religiosity in the curriculum was increased. Many now worry that the school system
will not prepare more open-minded citizens. But then, this was never diagnosed as a problem
and it wasn’t supposed to be addressed either by NAP or by any of our political parties in their
manifestos.

That is not all. NAP also spoke of curbing hate speech and glorification of terrorists in
publications, media and social media but not masjids. Is it because the lower level clergy does not
add to this problem in the view of those who sat down to finalise NAP?
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Indeed, it is time we came together for a lengthier and open discussion on extremism (instead of
in camera briefings on Afghanistan) — a discussion which doesn’t just moan about the Objectives
Resolution, Bhutto or Zia or our strategic depth policy. We have to now begin unpacking the
social forces at work, along with administrative reform, if we want to learn from Sialkot.

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 7TH, 2021
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Clouds of evil

ABDULLAH NAVEED

RIYANTHA KUMARA has been killed by people under the spell of infectious ideas. In

the coming days, we will see a deluge of analyses that seek to understand what happened.

Albeit technically productive, these analyses will be ultimately moot if they do not
translate into physical and intellectual mobilisation. As a historian of religion, I know the critical
importance of understanding complex processes that fuel such actions. Yet we cannot lose sight
of the fact that while we pontificate, the space for life becomes increasingly truncated. The battle
lines have been long drawn; we just chose not to see them. They were drawn even before the
White man carved down a scar down our heart. They were drawn before our land was split open,
our blood split, and our dignity obliterated.

Despite convincing conceptualisations of evil that portray it as a condition of ordinary men, these
individuals cannot be morally absolved. It does not matter whether they are hanged or not, their
ugly legacy will continue to animate the minds of many of those who have been alienated by the
lightening march of our nation into an endless abyss. They will fight under the banner of love. In
their minds, they are right, on their way to eternal bliss. We cannot be judges of that. Their actions
have yet to penetrate their calloused hearts. Yet in the Islamic tradition, deeds are judged by their
manifestations in the material world, and by God, what has been done cannot be pardoned by
fellow men. They are indeed like us — flawed and misguided — but their brokenness and the
concomitant spinelessness of our state is now dismembering our souls. We must protect life,
meaning, and love from all those who seek to deform them. But we must protect, not fight, and
this difference will make all the difference for we must remember Nietzsche’s warning that
“whoever fights with monsters should see to it that he does not become one himself” for “when
you stare for a long time into an abyss, the abyss stares back into you.”

Following Hannah Arendt prescience, we must realise that “evil is never radical”, it does not
possess any depth. It is only goodness that possesses a deeper substructure. If we try to
understand the deeper assumptions of why evil like this is perpetrated, we may not get far.
Dostoevsky reminds us that we must not judge people “by those villainies which they frequently
perpetrate, but by those great and holy things for which they long amidst the very villainy”. My
dear Fyodor, for once, I cannot do what you ask of me; I do not know how to. Karbala calls. Let
us not be Kufa. The price must be paid. There is no running away, no leaving for safety; while we
may long for it, enacting will make us morally culpable. If one may be willing to incur the moral
injury of capitulation, then so be it, but if we do not look depravity in its eyes, we relinquish a
fragment of our souls. This is our home; it is, as James Baldwin said, “not a place but simply an
irrevocable condition”.
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The incredibly brave Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn noted that “the line separating good and evil
passes... through every human heart... and even within hearts overwhelmed by evil, one small
bridgehead of good is retained. And even in the best of all hearts, there remains ... an unuprooted
small corner of evil.” If we wish to redeem ourselves and our fellow man, those who continue
committing these crimes, we must stand firm and enact a violence of healing. There is no
leadership, so if not us, then who? Only a cursory study of 20th century history is enough to make
us realise the prevalence with which the recurring winds of evil taint historical time. This is
nothing new; this is the human condition. But is it not unfair that we pay the price for crimes not
committed by us? Yes, we are complicit, if not in kind, then surely in degree, but is this still not
unfair? Well, let me ask this: was what happened to Priyantha fair? We all must pay for the crimes
of our fathers, brothers and sons. This is not about fairness or justice; this is about our redemption;
this is for our freedom, and I hope we have enough humanity left in our hearts to just feel and
know what must be done now. While we remain metaphysically responsible to safeguard our
lives, this cannot come at the cost of moral abdication. Hannah Arendt is right that “under
conditions of terror most people will comply but some people will not.” Then, let us be among
those who do not. Let us be good.

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, DECEMBER 7TH, 2021.
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PM appoints Dr Ijaz Akram as
Rehmatulil Aalmeen Authority
chairman

Dr ljaz Akram is a prominent Islamic scholar having teaching experience in a number of international universities.

RIME MINISTER IMRAN KHAN on Tuesday appointed Dr ljaz Akram as chairman of
the high-powered National Rehmatulil Aalmeen Authority (NRA), aimed at countering

narratives against Islam and the Holy Prophet (PBUH).

Dr Jjaz is a prominent Islamic scholar having teaching experience in a number of international
universities, the Federal Education Ministry said in a statement.

To seek advice and guidance of esteemed international and national scholars on Seeratun Nabwi
(SAWW), the authority has ten members advisory council comprising Hamza Yusuf, Dr Sayyed
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Hussain Nasr, Muhammad Faghfoorey, Dr Joseph Lumbard, Waleed al Ansari, Dr Anees Ahmed,
Dr Attaur Rehman, Barrister Nusret Majid, Dr Basit Koshul and Dr Sahibzada Sajid Rehman.

As a patron-in-chief of this noble initiative, PM Imran is directly supervising the authority with
three meetings of the authority a week. He is making all-out efforts to highlight tolerance, ethical
behaviour, rule of law, respect for minorities, kind and respectful attitude towards women and
character building in line with the Seerat of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

There are six thematic members of NRA who will work in areas like research, international
linkages, role of media, redefining curriculum, outreach and social justice. The NRA will also
review the national curriculum to incorporate the Seerat of the Holy Prophet (PBUH), rich values
of Islam and ethics. The authority will organise national and international events to develop
emphatic counter narrative on Islamophobia.

The efforts and keen engagement of prime minister with support of an able and accomplished
team, which is capable of reaching out and influencing hundreds of millions of young and old
people alike at a global level, are set to generate desired results.

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, DECEMBER 07, 2021
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EU hails Pakistan’s progress on FATF
action plans

European Union

EXTERNAL ACTION

European Union
EXTERNAL ACTION

* * %

HE European Union (EU) has welcomed progress made by Pakistan to implement action
plans of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) and lauded adoption of the Protection of
Journalists and Media Professionals Bill by parliament that later became an Act with the

presidential approval.

A joint communique issued at the conclusion of sixth round of the EU-Pakistan Strategic Dialogue
said the EU also welcomed ongoing efforts to implement the remaining FATF action plans.

The meeting was co-chaired by Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi and High
Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and Vice-President of the European
Commission Josep Borrell in Brussels on Tuesday.

The two sides reviewed ongoing cooperation between Pakistan and the EU based on the Strategic
Engagement Plan, said the joint communique shared by the Foreign Office here.

They agreed to further enhance EU-Pakistan mutual engagement, particularly on security and
regional cooperation.

Both sides agreed to hold the first meeting of the new EU-Pakistan security dialogue with sub-
groups on non-proliferation and disarmament and counter-terrorism in 2022.

Mr Borrell and Mr Qureshi reaffirmed the resolve to protect human rights and fundamental
freedoms, focusing on freedom of religion and belief, interfaith harmony, religious tolerance and
peaceful coexistence and rights of minorities.
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Foreign Minister Qureshi raised concern at the rising trends of Islamophobic acts, xenophobia
and religious intolerance in the world and the need for common resolve to counter them.

Both sides expressed strong political commitment towards the GSP+ and the implementation of
27 international conventions on human rights, labour rights and protection of environment and
good governance that are linked to it.

Mr Borrell raised concern on misuse of the blasphemy law in Pakistan.

He hoped that the Anti-Torture Bill and other human rights-related legislation that were before
the parliament would be adopted soon.

Mr Borrell informed the foreign minister about a coming follow-up visit of the EU Election
Observation Mission to Pakistan.

He welcomed Pakistan’s pronouncement, prior to the Glasgow conference, about its contribution
to the common climate objectives.

The high representative and the foreign minister had an extensive exchange of views on the
situation in Afghanistan. They agreed on the importance of maintaining sustained engagement
with Afghanistan to promote stability and counter drug trade and threat of terrorism.

Both sides acknowledged Afghanistan’s liquidity challenges strain the legitimate banking
services. They agreed on the need for continuing urgent and unhindered humanitarian assistance
and basic social services support to the Afghan people.

Both sides supported dialogue among the Afghan parties for achieving national reconciliation.

Mr Borrell thanked Pakistan for its support in evacuation of nationals of EU member countries
and safe passage of people from Afghanistan.

Foreign Minister Qureshi expressed Pakistan’s support for the EU’s inclusion in the regional
political consultation mechanism on Afghanistan.

He reiterated Pakistan’s concern about human rights violations by India in occupied Jammu and
Kashmir, and efforts to change demography of the disputed territory in violation of UNSC
resolutions.

Mr Borrell welcomed as an important step in the interest of regional peace and stability the
February 2021 agreement between India and Pakistan for observance of ceasefire at the Line of
Control and to engage through established mechanisms.

Mr Qureshi met North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (Nato) Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg
and exchanged views on the regional situation, including the latest developments in Afghanistan.

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 9TH, 2021
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A watershed moment?

HE bitter truth has been staring this nation in the face for years. Religious violence

spawned by allegations of blasphemy has taken on a life of its own, destroying the fabric

of society slowly but surely. And yet it is only now, with the gruesome murder of Sri
Lankan national Priyantha Kumara Diyawadanage at the hands of a mob in Sialkot, that the
leadership appears to have realised this.

Addressing a condolence reference for the slain man at the PM Office, Imran Khan vowed that
no one will be allowed to kill another in the name of religion and perpetrators of religiously
motivated violence would be strictly punished. He went on to say that such was the climate of
fear that those accused of blasphemy rotted in jail with no one even willing to investigate what
had actually happened. “Everyone is afraid of it. In fact, lawyers do not come forward and judges
also refuse to hear the cases.” That, he added, was all the more reason to laud the actions of Malik
Adnan, Mr Diyawadanage’s colleague who tried in vain to save him from the mob.

Mr Khan's observations are correct, but we have for too long travelled down a path where
elements of the state themselves rationalise religious violence, or at the very least condone it, as
an appropriate response to certain ‘provocations’. To gauge how monumental any effort at reform
is, one need only recall that there stands in Punjab a well-frequented shrine to the man who
murdered former governor Salmaan Taseer because he believed him to be guilty of blasphemy.

Moreover, the reaction of the ruling elite and the religious lobby to Mr Diyawadanage’s lynching
is questionable. Several of the clerics vociferous in their condemnation of the murder as
“inhumane and un-Islamic” have been the driving force behind the blasphemy campaign across
the country that has been the cause of untold misery to thousands. Some, like Junaid Hafeez — a
textbook case that illustrates what happens to blasphemy accused in the criminal justice system
— languish for years behind bars.

Does the pain and anguish of these Pakistanis not register with the civilian and military
leadership, members of which have been complicit in using the issue of blasphemy to achieve
political ends and thereby fanned the fires of hate? There must be no tolerance for religious
violence, no averting of the eyes when some communities or individuals are targeted. None of us
are safe, until all of us are safe. Judging by appearances, the lynching in Sialkot seems to be a
watershed moment. Whether it proves a catalyst for real change is as yet unknown. Sadly, history
tells us that this nation has a very limited capacity for self-reflection, let alone taking the difficult
steps that would be needed to root out what is no less than a cancer of the soul.

EDITORIAL: DAWN, DECEMBER 9TH, 2021
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US embassy nominates Islamabad
Police's Amna Baig for 'International
Women of Courage' award

N §

This photo shows Assistant Superintendent of Police Amna Baig.

for an award which recognises women around the world for demonstrating
exceptional courage and leadership in advocating for peace, justice, human rights,
gender equality, and women empowerment.

g. female officer of Islamabad Police has been nominated by the United States embassy

Assistant Superintendent of Police (ASP) Amna Baig's nomination for the International Women
of Courage award was announced on Thursday at an event marking the 30th anniversary of the
"16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence" campaign, hosted by US Embassy Charge
d'affaires Angela P Aggeler.
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ASP Baig is in charge of the law enforcement's Gender Protection Unit, a government initiative
to facilitate women and transgender individuals in their fight against discrimination and
injustice.

The "16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence" campaign began in 1991. Today, over
6,000 organisations in approximately 187 countries have participated in the campaign, reaching
over 300 million people, according to a press release issued by the embassy.

The spirit of the original campaign remains as relevant today as it did in 1991, as gender-based
violence remains a threat to peace, stability, and economic growth worldwide, it added.

“Even though gender-based violence is pervasive, it is not inevitable,” Charge d’affaires Aggeler
said at the event.

“It can and must be prevented. This is why we take this time each year to reinvigorate our efforts
against gender-based violence and to call for greater collective and individual action to prevent
and respond to all forms of violence against women."

She said that it was in this spirit that the embassy nominated ASP Baig for the award. In its
nomination, the US embassy noted that the officer served as a role model for young Pakistani
girls to pursue their dreams despite the obstacles they may face.

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 09, 2021
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Ceasefire terminated

EGOTIATING “peace’” with the banned Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan, the extremist

organisation responsible for murdering tens of thousands of people, was always going

to be an uphill task, if not an entirely doomed undertaking. On Thursday, the militant
group declared an end to its month-long ceasefire with the government, accusing it of reneging
on confidence-building measures agreed upon as a prelude to more formal talks.

One of its demands was the release of around 100 low-level militants detained at deradicalisation
centres. So far, the first batch of 12 such ‘foot soldiers” have been released, with more to follow in
the coming weeks — a pace not acceptable to the TTP. The group has also alleged that security
forces, contrary to the terms of the agreement, have carried out raids in parts of KP and killed or
captured militants. Some delay in the government’s formation of its negotiating committee has
been cited by the TTP as another reason for terminating the ceasefire.

That said, these appear to be pressure tactics stemming from divisions within the umbrella grouping
of militant outfits over how to deal with the government’s peace overtures. The Afghan Taliban, who
are playing the role of mediators, may also be urging both sides to conclude an agreement soon
because of their apprehensions, which would be shared by the TTP, that slow-moving negotiations
and coercive measures instead of persuasion may lead to TTP elements breaking away and joining
the militant Islamic State group. The real roadblocks ahead, if talks resume, would be the red lines on
which, as the government has already communicated to the TTP, there is no room for compromise.
These include the TTP agreeing to abide by the Constitution as the fundamental law of the land, and
backing down from its insistence on the enforcement of its version of Sharia and the restoration of the
tribal districts to their pre-merger status.

That is a tall order. Peace deals with militants have a long, inglorious history in Pakistan. None
of them, starting with the Shakai agreement in 2004 and the many others that followed, were
sustainable. On the contrary, they have allowed militants to regroup, and strike back with even
more force. In fact, the Swat agreement of 2008 resulted in the de facto surrender of the scenic
valley to the Mullah Fazlullah-led TTP, enabling the latter to cement a brutal regime that made a
mockery of the constitutionally protected rights that were still applicable in the area.

Each time, a military campaign has had to be conducted to dislodge the militants and wrest
control from them. Expecting a different outcome this time around is unrealistic. Any “peace’ that
would result would be a tenuous and transient one. The only practical course of action appears
to be to revisit the National Action Plan, strengthen internal security and tackle the TTP according
to the law of the land.

EDITORIAL DAWN, DECEMBER 11TH, 2021
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Nacta drafts first-ever policy to counter
violent extremism

National Cou-nter Violent Extremism Policy of Pak-istan (NCVEP 2021) as its draft was

THE National Counter Terrorism Authority (Nacta) has come up with the first-ever
submitted to the interior minister.

Nacta’s national coordinator Mehr Khaliq Dad Lak presented the draft policy to Interior Minister
Sheikh Rashid Ahmed for approval.

Before finalising the draft, Nacta said it held provincial consultations with representatives of
various segments of society, including academics, journalists, experts and members of civil
society, in the past three months.

More than 250 relevant contacts and stakeholders from federal and provincial governments were
approached for their contribution and input to the policy. This was in addition to three months
of hard work by researchers and experts presently serving in Nacta who worked on the draft.

Nacta had in August helped revise the National Action Plan (NAP) after consultation with
stakeholders. As per revised NAP, Nacta was then given the responsibility to formulate a policy
to counter violent extremism. The counterterrorism authority finally completed this task and
submitted the draft policy to the interior minister for approval.

The draft NCEVP 21 comprises two parts: The first part is the NCVEP 2021 itself while the second
part is the national implementation and institutionalisation plan of the policy that clearly
mentions the roles and responsibilities of various implementers and their supporting
stakeholders along with key performance indicators under policy targets.

Nacta believes the draft NCVEP 2021 is a major national policy document that would keep on
evolving and improving with the passage of time.

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 15TH, 2021



NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2021

Resetting the system?

ZAHID HUSSAIN

HE move speaks volumes about Prime Minister Imran Khan’s politics of religiosity. The

man he has chosen to head the newly established National Rehmatul-lil-Aalameen

Authority (NRA), as part of his effort to build a ‘Riyasat-i-Madina’, does not appear to
believe in democracy, and instead, wants to prop up the “elite of the elite” to run the affairs of
the state. His views about regional and global politics too are extremely bizarre.

Last month, the president through an ordinance established the NRA with the prime minister as
its patron-in-chief. This body is mandated to work towards making the “dream of a just and
welfare state a reality”. Besides sponsoring research on the Prophet’s (PBUH) teachings, the NRA
is also to monitor the country’s education system and the media to see whether they are
conforming to Islamic values. One of its tasks is to work for “the character-building” of youth.

Such a sweeping mandate for the authority raises several questions about its objectives. The very
fact that it is established through an ordinance and not an act of parliament makes the body
questionable. A brainchild of the prime minister, it seems to be an extension of Gen Zia’s legacy
of using religiosity to achieve political objectives. The appointment of Dr Ejaz Akram with his
highly controversial views supporting authoritarianism reinforces worries on this count.

Among the members of the authority are also some highly respected scholars like Seyyed Hossein
Nasr. He is an Iranian philosopher and professor of Islamic studies at George Washington
University. Given his scholarship, it’s highly doubtful that he would share the retrogressive ideas
espoused by the chairman of the authority.

Dr Akram’s obvious contempt for democratic values and enlightenment is evident in his writings
and speeches. In his article published in Global Village Space he said, “...the idea of a republic,
nationalism, capitalism, feminism, absolute freedom of speech, are all false consciousness that
must be abandoned for things that work for us”.

Calling Pakistan’s political leadership “coward, stupid, and sold out for many decades”, he says
that the “only hope this country has now is if the whole principle and structure of governance is
completely dismantled”. He wants the creation of a new system of governance led by an elite
“that have an upright character and espouse a much deeper understanding of ideologies,
religions, civilisations, and principles of statecraft”.

According to him “a few hundred good people should replace the rule of a few hundred bad
people”. Surely this view is not very different from those espoused by fascists.
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His liking for military rule is evident in his writings. He believes that only the military can clean
up the “mess”. “A deeply infested and infiltrated country mired by mafia rule cannot be cleaned
up without the help of intelligence agencies, the best of whom are under military control,” he
says in his article titled “The Global Reset: What Should Pakistan Do?” “The institutions of the
military should help the state to expand its arteries and tentacles deep inside the society by a
greater level of civil society-military cooperation”.

He, however, laments that the “military continues to believe in the supremacy of civilian rule
(Bajwa Doctrine), therefore one cannot help but think that our military knowingly or
unknowingly supports the rule of corrupt people and is guilty of propping up the kakistos while
keeping down the aristos”.

Earlier, he had called upon Pakistan to pursue an ‘expansionist policy” and claim some parts of
India including Junagadh and West Bengal that he believes should have been given to Pakistan.
He is of the view that Pakistan has been the victim of international conspiracies being hatched by
India and the “forces of global Zionism’. He has also accused some rights groups and regional
nationalist parties of being funded by foreign powers.

He seems to support conspiracy theories defining global politics — for instance, 9/11 was a false
flag operation by the US. In his article in Global Village Space, he is of the opinion that “the global
politics of coronavirus is fraudulent. Since its kill rate is less than the ordinary flu, closing down
the world economy cannot be justified”.

Dr Akram often stresses on correcting the “direction of Qibla’. It reminds us of Gen Zia’s rhetoric
when he imposed retrogressive laws in the name of faith. The country has never been the same
with the rise of faith-based extremism. Now we are hearing the same narrative from a person
who would be heading a body that is mandated to work for Imran Khan's vision of turning
Pakistan into a ‘Riyasat-i-Madina’. “To use our local logic, the state should shift their gibla
towards Sirat al Mustaqim, a straight path that doesn’t suffer from the convolutions of the current
path of disaster that we are comfortably treading,” he said in his article. One wonders where are
we heading with this kind of worldview.

It’s not very surprising that Imran Khan has appointed a person like Dr Akram to head the NRA
that is supposed to determine the ideological direction of this country. On various occasions, the
prime minister has aired the same views. What is most worrisome is the monitoring of education
and the media.

Given the chairman’s controversial and retrogressive narrative about state and society, one must
raise serious concerns about the possibility of further restrictions on the freedom of expression
under the cover of Islam. The PTI government has already done huge damage to education by
introducing the Single National Curriculum. The so-called uniform system appears to have
reinforced a closed mindset and has nothing to do with the requirements of a modern education
system. Additional measures to ‘Islamise’ the system could lead to a further decline in
educational standards.
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Most worrisome is the move to undermine the democratic process in the country and encourage
authoritarianism under cover of resetting the system. It is extremely dangerous for the country.
More troubling is that it is all being done in the name of faith. Imran Khan’s vision of ‘Riyasat-i-
Madina’ is in fact an effort to further Gen Zia’s obscurantist legacy. It is a great leap backward.

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 15TH, 2021
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Taliban behind 72 extrajudicial killings,
says UN

Taliban fighters stand as they hold a checkpoint in Kabul, Afghanistan, November 5.

HE UN said there were “credible allegations” of more than 100 extrajudicial killings in
Afghanistan since the Taliban took power in August, with most carried out by the

country’s new rulers.

United Nations deputy rights chief Nada Al-Nashif said she was deeply alarmed by continuing
reports of such killings, despite a general amnesty announced by the Taliban after their August
15 takeover.

“Between August and November, we received credible allegations of more than 100 killings of
former Afghan national security forces and others associated with the former government,” she
told the UN Human Rights Council. “At least 72 of these killings,” she said, were “attributed to
the Taliban”.

“In several cases, the bodies were publicly displayed. This has exacerbated fear among this
sizeable category of the population,” she said.
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Taliban foreign ministry spokesman Abdul Qahar Balkhi said the government was “fully
committed” to the amnesty decree, and denied employees of the previous administration were
being persecuted.

Anyone “found breaching the amnesty decree will be prosecuted and penalised”, he said.

“Incidents will be thoroughly investigated but unsubstantiated rumours should not be taken at
face value.” Al-Nashif, who presented Tuesday’s update to the council on behalf of UN rights
chief Michelle Bachelet, said many members of the militant Islamic State group — a main Taliban
enemy — had also been killed.

“In Nangarhar province alone, there... appears to be a pattern of at least 50 extrajudicial killings
of individuals suspected to be members of the IS,” she said, with reports of “brutal methods...
including hanging, beheadings, and public display of corpses.” Her comments came after the
United States and other countries harshly condemned the Taliban following a Human Rights
Watch report earlier this month documenting 47 summary executions.

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 15TH, 2021
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Indelible memories

OME tragedies are so soul searing, so monumental, that their imprint remains permanently
etched in the nation’s collective consciousness. The terrorist attack on APS Peshawar seven
years ago was precisely such an episode.

Nearly 150 people, including 132 children, lost their lives when TTP militants stormed the school
and, in the most horrific orgy of violence imaginable, went from room to room slaughtering
students and staff members. It was the second deadliest terrorist attack in Pakistan, but in terms
of impact it was unprecedented. Distraught parents milling at the gates while the attack was
underway, not knowing whether their children were alive or dead; images of the carnage that
soon surfaced on social media; and the tender farewells to so many who died far too young —
there remains a montage of indelible memories. That is even more so for the students who
survived and for the families of the dead whose lives were forever changed on Dec 16, 2014.

For a time, it seemed the attack had catalysed a degree of soul-searching and strengthened the
state’s resolve to fight religious extremism. The 20-point National Action Plan was the outcome
of the civilian and military leaderships’ consensus that the country needed to chart a different
course. That initial resolve, however, soon dissipated and became mired in inaction and
procedural delays.

The state instead resorted to facile steps such as lifting the unofficial moratorium on capital cases
— feeding a wounded nation’s bloodlust instead of taking the difficult, far-reaching measures
that could eliminate the root causes of extremism from society. It even gave short shrift to the
grief of the families of the APS Peshawar victims and their anger over why the attack had taken
place at all, particularly in the light of intelligence about the TTP planning an assault on an army-

run educational institution.

The families ran from pillar to post seeking accountability of those whose negligence had allowed
the massacre to happen. It took well over three years before a judicial commission was set up to
look into the matter. The 525-page report it submitted to the Supreme Court in July 2020 assailed
the security lapses and the “unpardonable” assistance given to the militants by locals in the area.
Given we are angling for talks with the very group that exulted in the murder of our children,
have we learnt anything from the tragedy of APS Peshawar?

EDITORIAL DAWN, DECEMBER 16TH, 2021
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Practising parallel intelligence

FAISAL ALI RAJA

HE intelligence collection, once restricted to a selected number of individuals working for

an official organisation or entity, has been transformed appreciably in last few years. It is

now being shifted to the public domain at a rapid pace. A number of factors are
responsible for it such as mass production of cheap digital devices, evolution of easily accessible
cyber networks and a complex system of multi-dimensional social capital interaction. This
intelligence shift is reshaping the intelligence collection mechanism, its means and methods, thus
pushing the intelligence agencies for an immediate reformation. Hence many organisations are
using parallel intelligence through outsourcing their functions to public at large.

The digital devices have made it easier for an ordinary person to record or live-stream audios and
videos of a target without leaving any chance of being detected easily. It is the user-friendliness
of cellular devices that has provided a deft hand to a layman to become an efficient intelligence
operator. Likewise, social media platforms have provided dynamic avenues for public
engagements. Old associations have been reenergised through these networks. People rediscover
their past memories and re-bonding of old associations are also taking place almost everywhere.
This has created a new wealth of information for the intelligence organisations. Many agencies
are rapidly externalising their key functions to the individuals who can either penetrate or are
part of these networks. These civilians, through social media networks, get top notch information,
directly or indirectly, with a low possibility of being penalised for their actions.

The parallel intelligence system has three main components. The intelligence collection consists
of a single or multiple individuals tasked with collecting intelligence from the target through
direct and indirect contacts. This component operates in a dynamic way as the collectors may
establish multiple links with the target to get the required intelligence. There is a strong
possibility that collector of intelligence is absolutely unaware of his or her role and is pushed into
the job through rejuvenation of old friendships, acquaintances or associations by multiple means.
At times, the collectors are engaged by one of his or her direct or indirect contacts to provide an
information about a target. Here the collector has full or partial knowledge about his or her role
as an informer with or without direct connection with the middle tier receivers.

The intelligence reception comprises a string of individuals not in direct contact with its
controller. They may share it in close flexible groups evolved on basis of commonality of past or
present profession. The controller is the user of intelligence who decides how to use the
information. Traditionally, an intelligence organisation is used to be a collector, composer,
controller and disseminator of intelligence. However, with a massive shift of intelligence to public
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domain there is likelihood of emergence of private intelligence storehouses which are operated
by individuals who sell intelligence for professional or personal purposes at provincial and
national levels. Such a repository of intelligence may or may not be located inside the territorial
jurisdiction of a country. The external intelligence cache is an effective source of creating social
dissention, factual distortion and on-ground disruption in the country of its origin. These can also
be used conveniently to pressurise institutions in a country to achieve selective objectives. New
narratives can be developed easily on the basis of such intelligence which may augment or
discredit an individual or an institution or target the socio-cultural fault lines of a country.

As the parallel intelligence encroaches upon the space of official intelligence agencies, the latter
needs to recalibrate their options for operation. A lean structure is essentially important with
strong tentacles in primary, secondary and tertiary social capital networks. The official
intelligence agencies need to invest heavily in skillful persons who may be conveniently engaged
indirectly in executing different tasks. It is high time for the intelligence agencies in developing
world to transform themselves in accordance with evolving system of intelligence collection.

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, DECEMBER 16TH, 2021.
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US notes Islamabad’s efforts to meet
FATF demands

‘ .

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken released the report in Washington.

counter terrorism financing, restrain India-focused militant groups and to meet demands

THE annual US report on terrorism acknowledged that Pakistan took steps in 2020 to
of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF).

Pakistan continued to experience terrorist attacks last year, said the report. Pakistani military and
security forces undertook counterterrorism operations against groups that conducted attacks
within Pakistan, such as the banned Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), the militant Islamic State
(IS) group and Balochistan Liberation Army.

“Pakistan took steps in 2020 to counter terror financing and restrain India-focused militant
groups from conducting attacks. Pakistan convicted Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) founder Hafiz Saeed
and four other senior LeT leaders in multiple terrorism financing cases,” the report said.

Although the report acknowledged Pakistan’s efforts to counter terrorism, it claimed that groups
targeting Afghanistan and India — such as the Haqqani Network, LeT, and Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM) — continued to operate from Pakistani territory.

0
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“Pakistan did not take action against other known terrorists such as JeM founder and UN-
designated terrorist Masood Azhar and 2008 Mumbeai attack ‘project manager” Sajid Mir, both of
whom are believed to remain free in Pakistan,” the report added.

But it also acknowledged that “Pakistan did make positive contributions to the Afghanistan peace
process, such as encouraging Taliban reductions in violence”.

Noting Pakistan’s efforts to meet the demands put forth by FATF, the report noted: “Pakistan
made additional progress in 2020 toward completing its FATF Action Plan, but did not complete

7

all Action Plan items and remained on the FATF ‘grey list’.

In a separate chapter titled “Support for Pakistan”, the report said the US government recognised
Pakistan’s role in Afghanistan and broader regional security, and “urges Pakistan to dismantle
terrorist groups within its territory”.

It pointed out that the United States “cooperates with Pakistan on counterterrorism operations,
which has helped Pakistan reclaim parts of the country previously held by militant groups”.

Yet, TTP and other designated terrorist groups “continue to conduct attacks against Pakistani
military and civilian targets”, said the report, adding that “while Pakistan has taken some action
against these designated terrorist organisations, some externally focused terrorist groups
continue to find safe haven in Pakistan”.

That’s why “the US government continues to suspend most of its security assistance to Pakistan.
That suspension remained in effect throughout 20207, said the report.

Despite the restriction, however, the US government maintained a civilian assistance portfolio on
a focused set of priorities, the report added. “Civilian assistance continued to prioritise civil
society; people-to-people exchanges; stabilisation and development on the Afghanistan-Pakistan
border; trade and economic growth,

including partnering with US businesses; law enforcement, counterterrorism.”

The counterterrorism efforts included countering terrorist financing and related anti-money
laundering, non-proliferation cooperation; and polio and other infectious diseases, including
Covid-19.

The report explained that the emphasis of US civilian assistance to Pakistan remained on
sustainable development and capacity-building, and on leveraging trade and private sector
investment, where possible.

It also encouraged partnership and a long-term positive impact for the Pakistani people.

People-to-people exchanges, which largely shifted to virtual exchanges during Covid-19, help
promote mutual understanding and bilateral ties.
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“The United States supported civilian law enforcement and the rule of law to help Pakistan
disrupt transnational organised crime and terrorist networks and provide security and justice for
Pakistani citizens,” the report added.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, who released the report in Washington, warned that
globally “both the number of terrorist attacks and the overall number of fatalities from those
attacks increased by more than 10 per cent”.

He attributed this increase to “the spread of IS branches and networks and Al Qaeda affiliates,
particularly in Africa”.

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 17TH, 2021
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IB official shot dead in Lakki

NKNOWN miscreants killed an intelligence official in Michenkhel locality of Lakki
Marwat city, said police.

They said that two armed men on a motorcycle attacked Khan Bahadar, a sub-inspector
of Intelligence Bureau (IB), with assault rifles, killing him on the spot.

Abdul Hanan, brother of the deceased, told police that he and Khan Bahadar were on way home
after offering Isha prayers on Wednesday night when two armed men appeared on a motorcycle
and opened fire on his brother.

He said that Khan Bahadar sustained serious bullet wounds and died instantly. He said his family

had no enmity with anyone.

The counter-terrorism police registered a case against unknown miscreants and had started
investigations.

The deceased official was laid to rest in his native Zangikhel village with official honours. DIG
police Saleem Marwat, AC Umer Bin Riaz, police and administration officials and area people
attended the funeral.

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 17TH, 2021
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Truth above all else

RAJAA MOINI

R ARFA SYEDA ZEHRA'S virality precedes her. My introduction to the educationist,
who is a distinguished scholar of history and Urdu literature, was one tinged with
reluctance. Her ability to deliver the sharpest of critiques in the most succinct yet
effective of ways, a guaranteed formula for instant success in today’s age of character limits
and 30-second TikToks, has allowed her, willingly or not, to permeate online spaces with a
rapidity and power few contemporary scholars command. This, coupled with my
disinclination to engage with content forwarded to me via WhatsApp in family group chats,
made for a shaky start to a journey towards admiration that has only found growth over time.

The scholar’s eloquent dissent was on full display at the 14th Annual Urdu Conference, held at
the Arts Council over the weekend, proving that her ability to captivate audiences exists well
beyond the realm of ephemeral social media content. Unapologetically opinionated, Dr Zehra
was part of a four-member panel titled “‘Women and Pakistani Society’, moderated by news
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anchor and morning show host Nusrat Haris, with other members of the panel including author
Noor ul Huda Shah, human rights activist Anis Haroon and journalist Wusutullah Khan.

From the get-go, one thing was made abundantly clear, Dr Zehra, who has also served as the
chairperson for the National Commission on the Status of Women (NCSW), is no longer
interested in requesting a seat at the table that only serves crumbs. What she desires is a toppling
of the structure altogether to open up the floor for whoever wishes to occupy space without
needing to ask for permission. Taking issue with the ratio of male and female members on the
panel, she offered a sarcastic jab, “Until now, according to tradition, two women were equivalent
to one man. Today, at Arts Council, four women are the equivalent of one man.” She continued,
“We believe we’ve done justice by not allowing only women to speak. But, when have we ever
allowed a woman to truly speak? We always need someone to keep a watchful eye over what is
being said by her.”

After the moderator asked Dr Zehra what her thoughts were on the view that if women were to
become greater contributors to the economy, they would perhaps be put on equal footing with
men, the scholar responded, “For the people, state and government that couldn’t figure out in 75
years what Pakistani society is and what role women play in it, what difference will an hour-long
conversation make?”

She then proceeded to the question the question posed itself, “You mentioned how perhaps if
women made more progress on the economic front, they may be treated as equals. I am surprised
at this suggestion because when have women not contributed to the economy? Call back the
women working the fields, you will be left with food that will last you no more than a week. Be
prepared for the hunger that will follow. It’s a different discussion how all the big-time architects
are men, and very few women have joined them in the profession, but those who gather the sand
and bricks for the structures they build continue to be women. We don’t consider their
fundamental work a contribution towards economic progress.”

Dr Zehra's responses, to no one’s surprise, were often met with thunderous applause from the
audience, a majority of which appeared to be men. However, the scholar asserted that applause
was not what she needed nor wanted from them. “Do not turn this into a conflict between men
and women. This is not a face-off where you highlight how men also applauded and how they
also liked what was being said. I consider myself a member of this society. I am not some other
creature descended from heaven who should be grateful for the applause of men and consider it
an act of generosity. Do not do me this favour. Society is created by both men and women.
Oppression exists when one gets power and uses it to imprison and control the other.” Despite
her clarification, applause followed almost naturally.

Asserting that the issue goes well beyond the binary of man and woman, she questioned the
structural power imbalance at the heart of the matter. “The conflict this society finds itself
embroiled in is a conflict between the powerful and the oppressed,” she stressed. “Whoever has
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power, tries to seize and control those who do not. Look at the politics in this society. No one can
stand dissent.”

“We ask a woman, ‘Show us a man’s face, that is when the law will aid you.” Qanoon kahin aur
andha hota hoga [The law may be blind elsewhere]. The level of scrutiny the law in Pakistan
subjects’” people to, no criminal has been caught to this day. It's because the eyes of the law are
wide open, and it knows who to oppress and empower.”

In the session that followed, which involved a one-on-one conversation between Dr Zehra and
screenwriter Bee Gul, the scholar elaborated further on this power imbalance and how it affects
dominant beliefs held by society. “History is the only thing one should stay connected to,” she
shared, adding, “What we have done is that, instead of connecting with history, we have decided
to attach ourselves to politics. Politics changes every day, and with it, the history that they choose
to write. In the time of my dearly beloved General Zia ul Hagq, a history of Pakistan was written.
Every three to four years, the spearheads of the struggle for Pakistan would change. Thankfully
Quaid e Azam was left unaltered.”

For Dr Zehra, the relevance of history in understanding the current moment is unparalleled,
“History has the power to hold a mirror up to society, but do we have the power to witness our

own reflections?”

Towards the end of the session, as the scholar addressed issues of education and religious
extremism, she explained, “The situation is such, that for you, I am an infidel, for me, you are an
infidel. We have reached enlightenment. Thank God, there is no Muslim left in this country.
Where did kufr come into this? Why is everything met with a sermon on sin?"

“We ask each other the questions God will ask us. We don’t ask each other what we should be
asking. We ask things like, what is your religion? How do you pray? When you stand up for
gayaam, do you have enough space between your legs to allow a sheep to pass through or not?
Why does no one ask me, ‘Arfa, are you keeping well? If there’s no one home to bring you
medicine, should I go get them for you?””

As the session concluded, Dr Zehra questioned the powers that be, zeroing in on the country’s
growing problem of religious intolerance. Fierce, fearless and unflinchingly true to her beliefs,
she stated, “Even if I don’t go back home alive, at least I will go back honest.”

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, DECEMBER 17, 2021
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Suffocating the press

HE World Press Freedom Index Report 2021 compiled by Reporters Sans Frontieres this

week paints a dark and foreboding picture of global press freedoms. Two of the four

deadliest countries for journalists — India and Afghanistan — are from South Asia. The
NGO also said that though the number of journalist killings has gone down somewhat, with 46
dead as compared to the previous year’s 50, the number of journalists being detained “has never
been this high since RSF began publishing its annual round-up in 1995”. This points to the
menacing environment in which journalists all over the world continue to operate and publish
their work. According to the report, 488 journalists and media workers are in prison as of mid-
December 2021, which is 20pc more than at the same time last year. The report paints a sorry
picture of South Asia, where intimidation of journalists continues unabated. In India in particular,
too many activists and journalists who have not toed the Modi government line have been
vilified, hounded and punished. In an Afghanistan now under Taliban rule, the threats to media
persons, particularly women, are amplified.

While the report marks a slight improvement in Pakistan, the reality is that the environment for
journalists remains toxic. The proposed Pakistan Media Development Authority bodes ill for the
future of press freedom. And the reality of working in the media — where critics are kept off air
or hounded and media workers fear for their jobs — is ugly. The report points out that while the
Pakistani media has a long tradition of being lively, it has become a key target for the “deep state”,
which “exercises a significant degree of control over the civilian executive”. It also notes the
influence of the establishment over the media “has increased dramatically since Imran Khan
became prime minister in July 2018”. It cites instances of “brazen censorship” through the
restricting of newspaper distribution, threats to pull advertising and jamming television signals.
“Journalists who dared to broach subjects deemed off limits ... have been subjected to harassment
campaigns”, the report says, adding that several were abducted last year and warned to stop
covering unwelcome stories or they would not be found alive. By all accounts, this is a deadly
and suffocating environment for journalists which points to a democracy in name only. Mr Khan
and his government must reflect on the legacy they will leave behind for press freedom, and stop
treating journalists as the enemy.

EDITORIAL DAWN, DECEMBER 18TH, 2021
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3 terrorists, including close acquaintance
of top TTP leader, killed in separate
operations

ECURITY forces killed three terrorists, including an acquaintance of Maulvi Fagqir
Mohammad, a top leader of the banned Tehreek-i-Taliban (TTP), in two separate operations
in different areas of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP), according to statements issued by the

military's media affairs wing.

The Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) said Ghafoor alias Jaleel, a close acquaintance of TTP's
Faqir Mohammad, was killed in an intelligence-based operation in Bajaur district.

Ghafoor was involved in many terrorist activities, the ISPR said, adding that a security official
was injured during the exchange of fire in the operation.

Separately, the ISPR said, two more terrorists were killed in a clearance operation in the Boya
area of North Waziristan district. "The terrorists were spotted fleeing from Mohammad Khel
Village towards Vezda Sar and [were] killed during an exchange of fire," according to the ISPR.

The killings have been reported a day after sources in the TTP claimed that Faqir Mohammad
had escaped unhurt from a suspected drone strike on a safe house in eastern Afghanistan on
Thursday. Fagir Mohammad was arrested by the previous US-backed Kabul government and
spent years in Afghanistan’s notorious Bagram prison, but was released after the Taliban’s
lightning takeover of the country in August.

Two TTP sources currently in Afghanistan told AFP that Faqir Mohammad was the target of what
they described as a drone strike on a compound in Chawgam village, in the eastern province of
Kunar that borders Pakistan.

The compound was being used as a base by TTP fighters from Pakistan crossing the porous
border with Afghanistan, one of the sources said.

Separately, Bilal Karimi, a spokesperson for the Taliban government in Afghanistan, told AFP
from Kabul that the strike was an explosive fired from the ground.

However, it was not clear who was responsible for the attack, which came a week after a ceasefire
between the TTP and the government collapsed, with militants accusing Islamabad of killing its
fighters.

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 18 2021
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A Road Paved with Uncertainty

BY BRIAN MICHAEL JENKINS

HE word “kaleidoscopic” is probably overused by political analysts, but it seems an

appropriate way to describe the complex negotiations aimed at resolving the conflict

between the government of Pakistan and Tehreek-e-Taliban (TTP), a group referred to as
terrorists by some and insurgents by others. Each turn of the instrument causes the pebbles to
move, leaving space for others to fill thus creating a new encircled landscape.

Whatever participants in this drama do or agree to affects not only those across the table in the
negotiations but also creates opportunities for others to exploit to their own advantage.
Anticipating how they might do so complicates calculations and constrains manoeuvring on both
sides of the struggle.

As in my previous comments in the Express Tribune, I claim no special expertise in Pakistan’s
current situation but write as an outside observer focused on the unique dynamics of negotiations
with insurgent and terrorist groups. The most fascinating feature of the current situation is how
the interests of the parties involved differ, but are inextricably intertwined.

The negotiations involve not just Pakistan and TTP representatives. There are multiple actors. To
begin with, Afghanistan’s Taliban are far more than facilitators. Pakistan has enlisted their
assistance to exert leverage over the TTP, but the Afghan Taliban have their own agenda and
concerns — they are players.

Not a participant in the discussions, Islamic State in Khorasan (IS-K) plays the role of a spoiler.
The group may exploit the talks for its own purposes, hoping to benefit from the internal divisions
that negotiations create. Al Qaeda currently lacks the muscle in the region to be a major factor but
still leads a global jihadist enterprise that competes with Islamic State (IS) and is not without

influence.

Beyond these leading roles, there is a discordant chorus of external actors, including China, India,
Iran, Uzbekistan, the United States, and others. They share an interest in not seeing Afghanistan
or Pakistan become a base for jihadist operations directed against themselves, but they also have
competing interests in the two countries.

The current negotiations began when the Taliban’s swift takeover of Afghanistan gave Pakistan
an opportunity to enlist its assistance in dealing with the TTP. For decades, the Taliban has been



NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2021

the beneficiary of Pakistan’s support, without which it would not have survived the hard years
immediately after the American invasion. It is repayment time.

Pakistan sees the Taliban as a facilitator of discussions with the TTP, as an ally in persuading the
TTP to negotiate, and as a guarantor of whatever agreement is reached.

Given the Taliban’s continuing diplomatic isolation and the country’s desperate economic
situation, Pakistan can in return assist Afghanistan’s new rulers in gaining acceptance and aid.
Kabul’s help in ending the long-running conflict could give the Taliban credibility as a
responsible regime.

Taliban leaders understand the quid pro quo and are willing to assist Pakistan by facilitating talks
and they may nudge the TTP to accept some sort of agreement that reduces the level of violence.
If the TTP remains obstinate, then Pakistan expects —and reportedly the Taliban has promised —
military action against those groups unwilling to compromise. It was this promise that—again,
reportedly —has led Pakistan to renew negotiations. However, the precise language of this pledge
is unknown and it remains unclear whether the Taliban will see it in its interest to turn on its TTP
comrades.

In previous discussions with the United States, the Taliban proved to be a skilful, even wily
negotiator, allowing its American interlocutors to infer more than they were promised on paper.
Constructive ambiguity is sometimes necessary to bridge contentious issues, but it can lead to
later allegations of deception and treachery. American officials claim there were understandings
beyond the written agreement — the Taliban assert they complied with the terms they specifically
agreed to.

It would be difficult for the Taliban to live up to a promise of military action against the TTP,
which could be seen as a betrayal. There are already reports of tension between pragmatists and
hardliners within the Taliban. Action against the TTP could deepen these internal divisions.

The situation is further complicated by the increasingly active IS-K, which has been fighting
against the Taliban for years. Although it formally became a “province” of IS in 2014, TTP fighters
fleeing from Pakistan military operations in 2010 were part of its original core and its first
commander was a TTP veteran. IS-K now seeks to attract dissatisfied Taliban veterans demanding
that the jihad continue as well as those who simply have few peacetime prospects. The Taliban’s
abandonment of the TTP —or, worse, stabbing it in the back — could prompt an exodus.

TTP’s leaders are making their own calculations, but they start with different assumptions. The
Taliban’s victory in Afghanistan boosted the morale of jihadists everywhere who view the success
as confirmation that God is on their side. If jihadist resistance fighters can defeat the Soviet Union
and the United States, their thinking goes, a TTP victory over Pakistan seems inevitable. Since the
fall of Kabul, the TTP has stepped up its attacks.

The TTP also considers the Taliban its ally. TTP fighters fought alongside the Taliban in
Afghanistan. Hundreds of TTP fighters were freed from Afghan jails during the Taliban’s final
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offensive. To cement the alliance, the TTP renewed its oath of allegiance to the Taliban after its
capture of Kabul.

At the same time, the situation creates new challenges for the TTP. Maintaining unity is easier
while fighting than when the fighting stops. The TTP’s announcement that it is ending the month-
long ceasefire may be just a manoeuvre, but insurgents can impose ceasefires on their fighters for
only so long before the organization begins to erode. The TTP’s agreement to negotiate with
Pakistan in 2014 prompted some militants to leave the group. Some may do so again.

TTP leaders, however, are savvy enough to anticipate Pakistan pressure on the Taliban and,
therefore, the possibility of Taliban pressure on themselves. Can TTP count on continued Taliban
support? Or is it time to make a deal with Pakistan before the Taliban turn on it?

Fear of losing followers to the IS-K also constrains what the TTP can agree to with Pakistan. In
the same way it can attract disgruntled Taliban veterans, IS-K could also attract TTP fighters
convinced of eventual success and unwilling to accept any compromise. TTP dissidents have
pledged allegiance to IS-K in the past, others could do so in the future.

The TTP is not single organization, but a fissiparous umbrella group of reportedly more than 40
different formations that have only recently been reunited after years of internal fighting. It can
come apart again.

Opposition to constraints on tactics or any kind of political compromise often leads to internal
schisms in terrorist groups —especially those driven by religious ideologies. Terrorists are not
conscripts yearning for the fighting to end so that they can go home, but self-selecting volunteers
who, often dissatisfied with their lives, seek the rewards that joining a terrorist group offers —
assumed status as a “warrior,” participation in an epic struggle, an exciting life, an opportunity
to pursue baser violent instincts, allegedly with God’s approval, passage to paradise. For others

in the ranks, warfare is a source of income. Under which banner is of little concern. Loyalties are
fluid.

Doctrinal differences also contribute to the divisions between IS and the Afghan Taliban and
could split the TTP. One issue is the interpretation of several comparatively obscure Hadiths. The
Ghazwa-e-Hind (Battle of India) Hadiths prophesize a great battle in India, which will result in
the Muslim conquest of South Asia. Muslim participants in this contest will receive special
rewards from God. The Hadiths have been used to support Muslim resistance in Kashmir and
jihadist ambitions on the subcontinent.

The second issue is how one defines the geographical term “Khorasan.” It is a Persian name that
literally means “where the sun rises” —in other words, east of Iran. But the term is malleable and
can be stretched to encompass parts of Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Central Asia. IS-K leans
toward a broader mandate.

The Taliban has limited its horizons to Afghanistan. Both IS and al Qaeda see themselves as the
vanguard of a global enterprise, although they differ on strategy. While al Qaeda has in the past
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assisted Pakistani jihadists with money and training, it emphasizes working with Pakistani
jihadists to develop an al Qaeda presence in India, which is more acceptable to its Pakistan host.

In contrast, IS has already declared that it considers Pakistan to be part of Khorasan and IS-K’s
operatives —some of them former TTP members—have carried out terrorist operations in
Pakistan, including in the country’s major cities outside the tribal districts. Fragmentation of the
TTP raises the spectre of an urban terrorist campaign.

In earlier statements, the TTP argued that the Ghazwa-e-Hind Hadith included Afghanistan,
Pakistan, and India. One of its coalition members asserted that the Hadith included all of South
Asia from the Bhutan and Nepal to Sri Lanka and Burma.

In recent comments, however, the TTP has disassociated itself from jihadist groups with
transnational goals like IS and al Qaeda, stated that its fight is confined to Pakistan, and denied
involvement in terrorist attacks on foreigners in Pakistan. This reversal appears intended to allay
concerns that the TTP supports international terrorist operations.

What does this brief survey tell us about the dynamics of negotiating with terrorist groups? First,
not everyone will welcome a peaceful resolution, not just because of unshakable commitment to
basic goals, but because some will view a cessation of the armed struggle as betrayal of their
beliefs, the demise of the organization, an end to their chosen path of arms.

Few terrorist organizations are monoliths. More often they are fragile coalitions of smaller
formations. There is no guarantee of their continued fidelity, narrowing the ability of their leaders
to manoeuvre and it may be safer for leadership to continue fighting.

Progress toward resolution may be further impeded by fear of losing ground to rival
organizations that may fill their ranks with deserting hardliners determined to continue the
armed struggle. Government pressure on one group can result in gains by more extremist
elements, although governments may sometimes consider this advantageous.

Threats of ruthless crackdowns if compromise is refused may have limited credibility —even less
to fanatics motivated by religion-based ideologies.

The political terrain is constantly shifting, requiring constant recalibration. Lasting peace may
therefore always be a long shot.

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, DECEMBER 19, 2021.
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Essay: The Politics of Blasphemy and
Lynching

FARAH ADEED

#)usticaforPriyanthe

JUSTICE FOR

. '
The mob lynching of Sri Lankan Priyantha Kumara, earlier this month, has revived the public debate on blasphemy
in Pakistan

ON December 3, an angry mob lynched Priyantha Kumara, a Sri Lankan man working as

a manager in a garment factory in Sialkot. Kumara’s corpse was set on fire on the road
over allegations of blasphemy. People recorded the bone-chilling tragedy, uploading
videos on social media.

The cold-blooded murder that brought “shame to the nation” has potentially revived the public
debate on blasphemy in the country. In such discussions, generally, the Pakistani media and civil
society focuses on two points: the rise of the Tehreek-i-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP) on the one hand,
and the government’s inability to effectively contain its extremist ideology and to repeal the
blasphemy laws on the other.



NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2021

The problem with the recommendations is twofold. One, they ignore the historical roots of
violence in the name of religion. Two, they also overlook how Islam relates to politics and modern
ideas such as freedom of speech.

The popular — and somewhat ‘scholarly’” — reaction to these tragic incidents reveals that the
state’s capacity to deal with such cases is often, if not always, overestimated. There is little a state
can do in these matters when a major chunk of the society can potentially be out on the streets:
take, for example, the backlash against the question of the sanctity of Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH). No law can ever punish a whole community. Laws are made to correct severe deviations
which potentially endanger the political order, not general behavioural patterns.

Laws cannot, and should not, be made to correct entire communities or their ideological
orientation. In the instant case, the vast majority, tacitly or otherwise, believes that “blasphemers
must be beheaded.” Those who accused Kumara of blasphemy might have some personal
grudges, but the hundreds of Muslims on the roads were religiously motivated. They had no
personal enmity against him, and this demands a serious discussion.

This piece is an invitation to think about blasphemy laws, and the rise of religiously inspired
violence in the Muslim world, in a historical context, with a focus on Pakistan. I do not claim to
offer any definite answers. However, what I intend to do is the correct diagnosis of our
multifaceted challenges: that it is not just a state matter, rather the problem is much deeper in
society and history.

Violence in the name of religion is dangerously rampant in Pakistan. Though the country has not
executed a single convict under the controversial blasphemy laws, yet from 1990 to 2021, 70
people accused of blasphemy have been killed by mobs. Last month, a charged mob set fire to a
police station in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Charsadda district when officials declined to hand over
an alleged blasphemer to the mob.

Previously, in a high-profile case in 2017, a 23-year-old student, Mashal Khan, was lynched and
tortured to death by his colleagues on the campus of Abdul Wali Khan University in Mardan,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

The blasphemy dynamic has been converted into a political movement, particularly in recent
years. The killing of Salman Taseer, Governor of Punjab, by his security guard, Mumtaz Qadri,
the decision to hang Qadri for his crime, which helped TLP founder Khadim Hussain Rizvi to
launch his party, the release of Asia Bibi, a Christian woman falsely accused of blasphemy, by the
Supreme Court of Pakistan, and the recent rise of anti-Islam sentiments in France following
French President Emmanuel Macron’s declaration that “Islam is in crisis”, have all contributed to
the emergence of the militarised politics of blasphemy in Pakistan.

In an article published on December 12 in Eos, Nadeem F. Paracha wrote an intriguing essay.
After giving a detailed historical account of blasphemy laws in the subcontinent, starting with
the first-ever documented ‘blasphemy law” of 1860, Paracha maintains that certain changes were
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made to it in 1927, and then finally it was made more rigid in scope during the Islamist military
dictatorship of General Ziaul Haq in the 1980s.

Historically, and doctrinally, the impression that the British colonial government and Gen Zia are
responsible for the creation of blasphemy laws seems problematic. The movement for Pakistan
had a largely religious expression, the Objectives Resolution made it more explicit and Pakistan’s
parliament declaring Ahmadis non-Muslims in the tenure of PM Zulfikar Ali Bhutto are solid,
empirical evidence that there has always been a deep and complex relationship between Islam
and politics. British rule and Gen Zia played their due role in the historical development of
present-day vigilantism, but they are definitely not the authors of this tragedy.

The issue’s complexity needs a historical and broader understanding of violence in the name of
religion in the Muslim world. There have always been such cases throughout Muslim history. In
the mid-14th century, Ibn al-Khatib, a scholar known as “the man who had two deaths”,
disagreed with mainstream scholars who claimed the Black Death was not contagious in nature.
He interpreted a Hadith to offer evidence that the illness was contagious. Unfortunately, the chief
judge censored Al-Khatib and ordered the burning of all of his books. Later, he was arrested and
tortured to death. Although he was buried the next day, an angry mob reopened his grave and
set his corpse on fire.

Part of the problem either lies in history or the way religion was interpreted in the earlier
centuries. Unsurprisingly, Sunni jurists from the Shafi and Maliki schools of thought held that
the blasphemer should be punished if they do not immediately repent. The Hanbalis went a step
further and held that blasphemers should be punished even if they repent. A few Hanafis argued
that there was no categorical basis for the execution of blasphemers; they may only be jailed and
beaten with sticks. These interpretations were made in mediaeval times, but they continue to
shape religious discourse and the cultural imagination of countless Muslims across the globe.

One man who played a significant role in making the question of blasphemy and apostasy more
explicit and popular was the prominent Muslim scholar of the 11th century, Abu Hamid al-
Ghazali. He declared several Muslim philosophers, including Ibn Sina and al-Farabi, as apostates,
punishable by death. His theorisation was used by subsequent Muslim empires to punish
freethinkers who were deemed a threat to the Sunni orthodoxy in any way.

Turkish-American scholar Professor Ahmet Kuru, in his 2019 book Islam, Authoritarianism and
Underdevelopment, explains the role of Al-Ghazali. He writes that “Ghazali was not an inventor
of the idea of declaring a self-avowed Muslim as apostate but, as a leading scholar, he helped
legitimise it.” Kuru also explains that “the main contribution of Al-Ghazali to the ulema-state
alliance was his theoretical role in the formation of Sunni orthodoxy.” Through his writings, Al-
Ghazali made “orthodox views almost unquestionable.”

Al-Ghazali himself was declared an apostate by his critics for “calling God the “true light’”, in his
book The Niche of Lights. But he had an opportunity to clarify his position, unlike Mashal Khan

and other victims of Ghazali-inspired extremism.
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In contemporary Pakistan, Al-Ghazali and Muhammad Igbal, are two figures revered for their
“right” interpretation of religion. The literalism inspired by prominent mediaeval figures has not
only caused intellectual and cultural stagnation in the Muslim world, but also led to the rise of
extremism and fundamentalism in opposition to modernity. It has made simple-minded
individuals” permanent prisoners of history. The young men who lynched Kumara exist
physically in the 21st century but, ideologically, they are living in the 11th-century Muslim
empires.

In the Muslim world, the historical process of executing blasphemers remained effective — with
a few exceptions during the Ottoman Empire — until 1924, when Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk
attempted to disrupt it through his top-bottom approach. Reza Shah Pahlavi did the same in Iran.
Muhammad Bin Salman is following the same path, but in a different way.

As far as the success of the top-bottom project is concerned, present-day Turkey and Iran are
glaring examples of the failure of the modernist project. The Muslim world, including Pakistan,
is the victim of ideological battles and the imposition of selective doctrinal understanding of Islam
throughout history.

All religious-political parties — be it Abul A’la Al-Maududi’s Jamaat-i-Islami, Mufti Mahmud’s
Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam, Tahirul Qadri’s Pakistan Awami Tehreek or Rizvi’'s TLP — are the
manifestations of Islam’s unique relationship with politics. This is the question we need to
address.

There is little the state can do in the long run in Pakistan unless the Muslim world decides how
Islam relates to politics and statecraft. Once this is settled, neither the state shall use religion to
suppress freethinking, nor will extremists demand the implementation of ‘Sharia” law.

SOURCE: DAWN, EOS, DECEMBER 19TH, 2021
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Politics: Sialkot through the National
Security Lens

EjAz HAIDER
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Supporters of Tehreek-i-Labbaik Pakistan at a protest in Lahore on October 22

RECENTLY, a foreign diplomat asked me about the threat posed by the agglomerated

Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). My response was that the manner and haste with
which the government had gone into talks with the group was a greater threat than any
capacity the TTP had to generate violence and which the state could and must counter.

He then asked me about Tehreek-i-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP). My response was that TLP was, and
remained, a much bigger threat.

The reason is simple. When the state had to confront the TTP phenomenon, it showed little initial
understanding and even less capacity to deal with the group’s terror tactics and attacks. Over
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some years, and after much punishment, the state has developed a much greater capacity to pre-
empt such attacks or react to those that go through.

This capacity is not just a function of how the state can employ a combination of intelligence and
kinetic operations, though that combination is a vital component of the state’s capacity. The other
aspect — in some ways equally, if not more, important — is the ability of the state to isolate such
groups. That is a function of public buy-in.

These are the two prerequisites — isolating a group and getting public buy-in — that help the
state not just to use force against the TTP (or the Baloch terrorist conglomerate) but translate it
into utility of force.

Neither prerequisite obtains in TLP’s case. Unlike the TTP or the Baloch Raaji Aajoi Sangar
(BRAS) alliance, TLP’s ideology — which uses the Prophet’s (PBUH) honour as its central tenet
— is grounded in the society and cuts across other denominational differences. Also, as Umair
Javed, a sociologist, noted in his November 1, 2021 Dawn article, the TLP “is a movement that is
more rooted in urban and peri-urban Punjab than any previous religio-political one.”

This means two things. One, that the TLP makes demands using markers that have societal
acceptance and brands the state’s response as heavy-handed to justify its own violence,
presenting it as reactive and not proactive. Second, the state, for all its rhetoric, cannot use force
against the group and its supporters because the TLP uses its democratic right to protest.

Let me put it another way. When Prime Minister Imran Khan says the state will not allow the
TLP to march on the capital, he is skating on thin ice. His party, when in opposition, marched on
the capital and indulged in hooliganism and vandalism on more than one occasion. Similarly,
when the TLP marched on the capital the first time, Khan and other PTI leaders cheered on the
group as it humiliated the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) government. The issue of
ideology becomes more complicated, because the state itself has nurtured this ideology over
decades and, more recently, helped convex its violent expression through the TLP, albeit for

reasons of political machinations.

If one were to use a national security lens, not just in terms of hard security but employing a
broader definition of it, the TLP proffers a bigger and more complex threat than does the TTP and
other such groups. Consider.

It was no coincidence that some perpetrators of the ghastly incident in Sialkot not only openly
justified their barbarism before television cameras, but raised the TLP slogan. They may or may
not be members of the group, but that does not matter. What is of grave concern is the fact that
people now have a reference to a group they have seen perpetrate violence and get away with it,
because the state cannot develop a response to democratic violence. The Sialkot incident nearly
created a diplomatic crisis between Pakistan and Sri Lanka, two countries that enjoy cooperative
relations across a broad spectrum of interests, including defence.
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The Rajco Industries, one of the top exporters of sports apparel to the European Union, brings in
foreign exchange. It is one of the beneficiaries of the Generalised Scheme of Preferences-Plus
(GSP+) granted by the EU to Pakistan.

Despite two resolutions in the EU parliament earlier this year demanding the withdrawal of the
GSP+ for Pakistan, the EU Commission has extended the facility until 2022. But, as reports
suggest, among the various conventions signed by Pakistan to sustain the status, the issues of
human rights and freedom of expression, including religious freedoms, continue to draw
criticism from the EU. The withdrawal of GSP+ facility could be a blow to Pakistan’s exports and,
by extension, its economy. It could also lead to other restrictive measures (including on travel)
with negative consequences for Pakistan across a broad range of sectors.

The issue of religious sentimentalism is a fault-line that has been, and can be, exploited by hostile
external actors. It is a force-multiplier because it has a cascading effect. The TLP’s violent marches
and demand that Pakistan severs diplomatic relations with France have already created a
situation. The spontaneous mob that killed Priyantha Kumara, the Sri Lankan general manager
of Rajco Industries, is another incident with external dimensions.

It also gives hostile elements an opportunity to orchestrate more such incidents against foreign
nationals working in Pakistan. Put another way, this is not just a law-and-order problem wedded
to other socio-economic and religious factors but has to be approached from a strategic
perspective.

The state’s responses, as noted above, are complicated by the socio-religious nature of the
problem. The problem is further complicated by a host of laws (the blasphemy laws, for instance)
that have not only helped create the present mindset, but which allow mobs to rely on them. Note
the reference by PM Khan to vigilantism. That's a poor reference to what lynch mobs is doing.
They aren’t taking the law into their hands, they are flouting the law and acting as common
criminals. Yet, in a deeply ironic way, the term vigilantism does describe what’s happening on
the ground.

The police in Sialkot acted with alacrity. District Police Officer Omer Saeed, a fine professional,
had to act fast not only to track, trace and arrest the main culprits and others in the mob, he had
to approach a number of religious groups and civic bodies to ensure that none made a statement
supportive of the lynching. This is important, because we saw what happened after Mumtaz
Qadri was arrested.

While in this case the TLP distanced itself from the act because of a wave of horror and
condemnation that followed Kumara’s lynching and desecration of the body, it could have swung
the other way.

In the case of the TTP, given the state’s capacity, the external world considers Pakistan’s
countermeasures as necessary and supports them. With TLP — using the term not just to denote
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a group but a mindset — the state’s lack of capacity becomes an issue with not just internal but
external dimensions.

As I wrote elsewhere, referring to Jim Crow laws in the southern states of the United States and
the consequent lynch mobs, a problem that gets grounded in a society — whether racial
superiority or, in this case, an ever-widening definition of blasphemy — is a hard nut to crack. It
demands immediate attention to long-term approaches.

The first needs to be top-down: ruthless crackdown on those who hold such views and participate
in acts of violence and hate propaganda; the second, bottom-up: a mass movement of the victims
and their allies that succeeds in dismantling the social and legal legitimacy of the violence
directed against them.

Right now, it doesn’t appear that either is forthcoming,.

SOURCE: DAWN, EOS, DECEMBER 19TH, 2021
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Gender-based Violence: A Growing
Concern

BY MAHEEN IRFAN

T was in May 2019 (roughly about a year before the Motorway rape incident) that author
IMohammad Hanif wrote an opinion piece for The Guardian titled, ‘Pakistan: where the daily

slaughter of women barely makes the news’. In the article, Hanif said that so common is
murder of women in Pakistan that it's not often considered ‘news’” and the smallest of coverage
is given to such incidents, which are often buried deep inside the metro pages of Urdu
newspapers. ‘Names changed, localities changed, the relationship between the murdered and her
murderer changed and of course there were minor variations on how she was killed and where
the body was found, but it was always there: single column, one and a half inches,” he said in the
article. He also added that so unnewsworthy were these murders that they were oftentimes the
woman wasn’t even named. He also says that in 2016, more than 1,100 women were killed in

Pakistan.

Similarly, when author Sanam Maher travelled to the village of Shah Sadar Din an hour away
from Dera Ghazi Khan to cover the murder of social media star Qandeel Baloch she described the
confounded reaction of the villagers who couldn’t understand why the murder of a woman
attracted such a media frenzy. In her book, “The Sensational Life and Death of Qandeel Baloch’,
she quotes one villager: “We have a tradition here that every second or fourth day some girl is
killed and thrown in the river. You media guys are creating a hype for nothing.”

The United Nationals defines violence against women as ‘an act of gender-based violence that
results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual, or mental harm or suffering to women,
including threats such as acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in
public or in private life.”

Earlier this year in June, Pakistan’s senate passed the Domestic Violence (Prevention and
Protection) Bill 2021. The bill defines the following as ‘domestic abuse’:

1. Threats of divorce or second marriage
2. Invasion of privacy

3. Insults

4. Threats to cause physical pain

5. Character assassination
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6. Willful or negligent abandonment

7. Stalking

8. Harassment

9. Forcing or compelling a wife to cohabit with anybody other than the husband

The bill also recommended six months to up to three years in prison as punishment and up to
Rs100,000 as a fine for domestic violence. The bill also says that a protection committee would be
established under the Human Rights ministry and protection officers would be appointed to help
people report cases of domestic abuse. Moreover, the bill also instates speedy hearings where
cases are to be decided by courts within 90 days.

However, Adviser to the Prime Minister on Parliamentary affairs asked the National Assembly
to seek a review of the bill by the Council of Islamic Ideology and many right-wing politicians
also opposed the bill. The fate of the bill, as it stands, currently remains in limbo. The opposition
to the bill took place a mere weeks before the high-profile murder of Noor Mukadam. However,
despite the wide scale frenzy around the murder itself and the ensuing dialogue across the
country on the alarming culture of femicide in the country, the issue has done nothing to revive
the bill.

In October this year, Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority also banned the airing of
‘caress or hug’ scenes in television dramas, thus rendering a creation of an unbalanced
relationship for its consumer ship. Viewers will be able to see married couples engage in
emotional and physical abuse in relationships however, they will not be able to view couples
express their love in healthy and natural ways - a dangerous imbalance that is bound to have a
harmful psychological impact on the wide-ranging demographic of Pakistani men and women
watching these television dramas.

A Silent Global Pandemic?

According to WHO, one in three women worldwide are subjected to either physical and/or
sexual intimate partner violence or non-partner sexual violence in their lifetime. However,
according to WHO, most of this violence is intimate partner violence. It estimates that nearly 27
per cent of women worldwide (one third of the female population) aged between 15 and 49 years
who have been in a relationship report having been subjected to some form of physical and/or
sexual violence by their intimate partner. The prevalence of lifetime intimate partner violence
ranges from 20 per cent in the Western Pacific, 22 per cent in high-income countries and Europe
and 25 per cent in the WHO regions of the Americas to 33 per cent in WHO African region, 31
per cent in WHO Eastern Mediterranean region and 33 per cent in the WHO South-East Asia
region. Additionally, it is reported that globally up to 38 per cent of all murders of women are
committed by intimate partners.
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A report by Femicide Consensus reported that one woman is killed every three days in the uk
and the rate of murders show “no signs of reducing’. The report concluded that intimate partner
violence was the leading cause of death and the killings were also sexually motivated.

Why interventions are important on every level

According to a WHO report titled, “Violence prevention the evidence’ published in 2009
promoting gender equality critical to the prevention of violence against women. Evidence
suggests that gender inequalities can increase the risk of violence by men against women. The
report also states that in societies where traditionally it is believed that men have the right to
control women, cause women and girls to become more vulnerable to physical, emotional and
sexual violence by men. Moreover, they also prevent those subjected to such violence, unable to
remove themselves from the abusive situation or able to seek help or support.

According to the WHO report, school-based interventions have shown positive results in
deescalating gender-based violence. The report cited Safe Dates programmes in both the United
States and in Canada as examples of such interventions. Safe Date is a school and community
programme targeted towards 13- to 15-year-old girls and boys. A randomized trial of the
programme, which was tested against a control group, found that participants reported less
psychological abuse and sexual and physical violence against their current dating partner one
month after the programmed ended and four years later. The report also states that such
programmes also need to be delivered in order to be effective, such programmes need to be
delivered in multiple sessions over time.

Moreover, the report states that initiatives that solely focus on male peer groups have also shown
changes violence-related attitudes. In one such initiative in the United States called The Men’s
Programme, a video was shown to make undergraduates describing a homosexual, male-on-male
rape to teach the students how it might feel to be raped. The video also made connections with
male-on-female rape to promote empathy for rape survivors. The video also outlines ways on
how to support survivors. A randomised controlled trial of the programme concluded that
participants were significantly less likely to accept myths about rape or commit sexual assault or
rape.

Unaddressed and Escalating Issue

Violence against women is continually carried out by men however, it’s also been chronically and
erroneously labelled as a ‘female issue’. Research has proven that cultures that reinforce
patriarchy create a hierarchy of power, which enable and validate men to use violence against
women. Legislative and social interventions have shown significant results however, no
meaningful action has been taken through either avenue in Pakistan. This is solely due to the fact
that those in the corridors of power have chosen not to educate themselves on the issue as it
doesn’t hurt their politics and making changes doesn’t directly benefit them either. The Council
of Islamic Ideology exclusively comprises 12 men and yet it was left to them to decide the fate of
women'’s safety in the country. The opposition for women’s protection bills in the assembly has
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historically always been by men both liberal and right wing. If each act of violence against a
woman is looked at as an isolated incident and the presiding and future governments continue
to ignore the issue, women will continue to be physically and sexually violated in Pakistan, and
the numbers will only escalate further. So, the question remains, how long can we continue to
ignore this?

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, DECEMBER 19, 2021
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Gwadar’s lessons

ZARRAR KHUHRO

ROTESTING for one’s rights is a risky endeavour at the best of times, and nowhere is

this truer than in Balochistan, where the risk of a crackdown in the name of national

security and law and order, is ever present. And when it comes to Gwadar, the once-to-
be jewel in the CPEC crown, the chance of any such protest being written off as anti-state, or
carried out at the behest of Pakistan’s many enemies, increases manifold.

In this context, the success of the recent protests in Gwadar is particularly noteworthy because in
the countless speeches given during the 32 days of rallies and sit-ins, not even a 30-second clip
could be found that could, with or without context, paint the protesters or their leader Maulana
Hidayat-ur-Rehman in a negative light.

No doubt aware of this potential pitfall, the maulana kept a laser focus on the demands and
avoided any language or innuendo that may have landed him in trouble or led to the accusation
that some nefarious ‘agenda’ (a word we are very fond of) was at play. It is a testament to his
political acumen and self-control that, unlike similar protests in the past, not a single clip —
however truncated — made the rounds in an attempt to paint him as ‘anti-national’. That’s quite
an accomplishment given the dozens of speeches that were given in this period, and it also speaks
to the discipline of the protesters that they did not ever give the slightest impression of turning
violent and thus precipitate a crackdown.

Initially, both the state and the media, the latter ever wary of crossing a sometimes-self-imposed
red line, largely ignored the protests in the hope that they would fizzle out. When it showed no
sign of doing so, there came the usual lip service and empty assurances, something the locals are
all too used to. Finally, with the PM taking notice of the situation and dispatching two federal
ministers, the Balochistan government redoubled its efforts and ended up promising to not just
acknowledge, but also implement the measures the protesters had been demanding.

Top of the list of issues is the problem of illegal trawling in Balochistan’s coastal waters. While
some point to the presence of foreign trawlers, both the maulana and the Balochistan government
claim that the real issue is trawlers from Sindh which, they claim, often fish without permits and
use nets that leave little or nothing for the local fishermen, whose boats and equipment are simply
no match for the resources of the trawlers. Those connected with the seafood export industry say
that it’s not as clear cut as that, and that a long-term solution would have to have Sindh and
Balochistan sit with the federal government and work out a solution that balances the needs of
the industry with the needs of the locals, for whom this is literally a bread-and-butter issue.
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Apart from fishing, the other main source of livelihood in the area is ‘trade” with Iran, which —
to be honest — is often a byword for smuggling. Now, from the top-down state perspective,
smuggling of course cannot be allowed. But on the ground, like fishing, remains one of the only
sources of livelihood for the locals. This is in itself an indictment of the development model
favoured by our political and bureaucratic elite: one that showcases cricket stadiums, airports
and housing societies as hallmarks of progress, but ignores the demands of the locals. Any such
model is doomed to fail, while also engendering deep resentment which, in turn, promises that
future ‘development’ will be viewed with well-deserved cynicism. That resentment, if allowed to
build, then plays directly to the benefit of forces that may have very different agendas.

With that in mind it is certainly a relief that wiser minds prevailed and that the protest has, for
now, been called off with the promise that if the demands, which include the provision of
drinking water and regular supply of electricity, are not fulfilled, then the protests will resume.

Nevertheless, the success is significant, and does hold some lessons for those who are inclined to
learn them. For one, the laser-like focus on the actual demands, without any hint of a maximalist
agenda or ‘mission creep’ kept the leadership centred. And because the demands were so
fundamental to the well-being of the people, the crowds kept growing in size with time, as
opposed to protests we have seen that peter out the longer they go on. Also, despite the fact that
Maulana Hidayat comes from the Jamaat-i-Islami, there was no overt presence of a single political
party during the protests and, despite dark mutterings from local nationalists, no real hint of a ]I
agenda. For all the parties currently trying and failing to mobilise the masses, the real lesson here
is that if you cater to the people, and not your personal brand of politics, success is certainly easier
to find.

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 20TH, 2021



NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2021

Curbs on civil society

SABA GUL KHATTAK

DIALOGUE, “I am beating you not for what you have done. I am beating you for
what you're going to do” was Eduardo Galeano’s metaphor for oppressive systems of
pre-emptive punishment.

If the government believes that civil society is a pillar of democracy, why are rights-based
organisations such as NGOs, trade unions, journalists” bodies and fledgling students unions
continuously under fire? Let us be candid. They have been under fire whether during the
dictatorship of Ayub Khan or Ziaul Haq or under democratic dispensations in the 1990s and more
recently since 2011. Just because of the alleged involvement of one particular INGO in
Abbottabad, the entire INGO and NGO community has had to bear the brunt of the state’s
overreaction under one garb or another. It is like the application of collective punishment — the
infamous FCR!

By 2015, NGO registration had become a security issue; instead of the social welfare ministry, the
interior ministry and home departments and the Economic Affairs Division became the
custodians of registration. ‘Foreign funding’ became suspect, bank accounts came under scrutiny
with threats of closure. Plainclothes personnel visiting INGOs and NGOs would often whisper,
‘you don’t know...”, but would not share any concrete evidence for what one didn’t know.
Meanwhile, the spin doctors spun their tales and spewed baseless charges on various television
channels. The Financial Action Task Force requirements for preventing terrorist financing and
money laundering are cited in order to justify retrogressive measures globally. However, FATF's
recommendation that the work of civil society organisations (CSOs) should be protected remains
ignored.

The National Action Plan of 2015 aimed to delegitimise extremist values and hate speech. Instead,
democratic values such as freedom of expression and association were being delegitimised. CSOs
had to obtain permission for implementing each project while the government failed to issue
timely NOCs. Such requirements were only for Fata and Balochistan but are now applied to the
entire country.

Security issues have posed a serious challenge globally to independent voices. Post 9/11 a
majority of states have passed laws that curtail the freedom of expression, assembly and
association. Typically, human rights and development work related to a) government
accountability b); justice (eg women’s rights, prisoners’ rights, protection against torture,
refugees, etc); c) critique of counterterrorism policies; and d) economic and environmental
policies that are seen as threatening state and corporate interests, have come under attack. Such
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attacks come from authoritarian as well as democratic regimes whether in Europe, North
America, Asia or Africa.

In Pakistan, sometimes new policies for CSOs are introduced without any operational law, or
legislation is enacted arbitrarily sans debate. The new legislation might be at odds with the
Constitution or clash with existing laws. For example, the charities commissions” laws treat all
organisations whether charitable or welfarist (that receive donations), and rights-based
organisations (that receive grants) as a single category. Similarly, organisations registered with
the Securities Exchange Commission of Pakistan as not-for-profit companies are also (wrongly)
placed under the newly formed charities commissions. Any organisation in receipt of more than
$50,000 has to undergo various financial checks and is liable to be taxed. The result is that many
NGOs are placed in the same category as terrorist-financed organisations.

The government’s scarce capacity and labyrinthine process to register CSOs quickly impedes
CSO work. For example, it created online portals that seldom worked, and the shifting
requirements for documents in new formats within impossible deadlines served no purpose.
Bureaucrats lacked time to read the annual reports, audits and project evaluations or check work
plans and sources of funding for each and every project etc. When renewal or NOC was finally
granted after inordinate delays, often it was time to restart the annual application process or deal
with angry bureaucrats because funds had lapsed for projects they had cleared. Alternatively, the
cherry on top for some was a rejection letter stating “not approved’ sans proof of wrongdoing by
an INGO or NGO. NGOs and INGOs must be accountable but MoU and NOC processes must be
transparent and streamlined. Currently, the legal and financial framework alongside the
operating environment has turned the exercise into a nightmare.

If the government believes that an independent civil society is necessary for democracy, it must
create an enabling environment. CSOs must have structured engagement with government
representatives. For example, when the National Assembly enacts laws for CSOs, can the
parliamentary committees ensure that CSO feedback is sought at committee meetings or through
holding public hearings? National and provincial assemblies must resist the ad hoc introduction
of policies without legislation. If they exclude the primary stakeholders from discussion and
debate about the very laws and policies that affect them, what then is the difference between the
benevolent colonial rulers of the past and an elected government?

Equality and mutual respect must be the basis for discussion between the government and CSOs,
with tolerance for dissent. Difference of opinion can help prevent faulty legislation and policies.
For example, active NGO input and collaboration has provided solid women’s rights legislation
that benefits women.

Engaging with the government is a citizen’s right, best exercised through civil society. Today, less
than one per cent of workers are unionised thanks to policies that have pushed labour into the
informal sector. This has repercussions both for workers and for government. A labour union at
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the factory where Priyantha Kumara, the Sri Lankan citizen who was brutally lynched and
burned by a mob, could have averted his murder or of others in the past.

A robust civil society leads to a robust system of governance. Structures for continuous
interaction between the government and the CSOs can lead to mutual trust. This can overcome
the need to beat CSOs in advance out of the haunting fear of what they might do wrong.

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 20TH, 2021
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CII for improving judicial system to stop
Sialkot-like incident

i & :'.:
A meeting of the Council of Islamic Ideology in Islamabad.

HE Council of Islamic Ideology (CII) noted that a serious issue facing the country was
implementation of laws and that the judicial system needed improvements to stop a

recurrence of the Sialkot-like incident.

The CII observed that taking the law into one’s own hands was against Quran and Sunnah, Sharia
and the Constitution. It said if a person took the law into his own hands, the state should take
immediate action against him.

The CII held a special meeting, calling it a brainstorming session over the Sialkot lynching
incident in which Sri Lankan factory manager Priyantha Kumara was tortured to death and his
body set on fire by a mob over allegations of blasphemy.

The meeting was briefed by District Police Officer Omar Saeed Malik on the action taken after the
tragedy and the current status of the case.

The CII members noted that there was room for improvement in the country’s judicial system.
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“Legislation is needed to prevent such incidents. Those responsible for the Sialkot tragedy should
be punished,” CII chairman Dr Qibla Ayaz said while talking to the media after the meeting. He
said the purpose of the session was to determine and understand the causes and factors behind
the tragedy.

“But we all understand that despite all shortcomings in the system it’s the responsibility of the
state, as well as the citizens, to end the rising incidence of violence,” he added.

The meeting was attended by experts in psychology, sociology and law, besides police officers.

Allama Tahir Ashrafi, a member of the ClII, said the state was very clear that another Sialkot-like
incident would not be tolerated. “But at the same time, we all need to understand that it will take
time to get rid of the disease that has taken 40 years to mature,” he added.

A declaration issued by the CII called for punishing all those found guilty of involvement in the
Sialkot tragedy after a thorough legal process.

The meeting decided to continue the consultation process with experts to eradicate extremism
from the country.

The declaration said the council had previously stated that the problem was non-enforcement of
the law and that ensuring punishment for those involved in such incidents under the existing
laws was more important than formulating new laws. The system should ensure that those
involved in the Sialkot tragedy or any other such incidents are punished.

At the same time, the CII was of the opinion that the growing violence in the country was also
due to the presence and dissemination of anti-Islam and anti-Pakistan content on social media.
The council said it was working with other agencies in this regard as a coordinated strategy was
required to counter it.

The CII stated that there was room for substantial reform in the existing judicial system in such a
way as to restore public confidence in these institutions. It said there was an urgent need for
creating awareness among the masses against the tendency of taking the law into their own
hands. The council suggested to the government to take steps to table the Paigham-i-Pakistan
declaration in parliament for approval.

The 2017 unanimous declaration termed terrorism, suicide attacks and killing someone haram in
Islam. It was endorsed by all schools of thought and madressah boards in the country.

The CII meeting praised the government for its handling of the situation after the Sialkot incident
to the satisfaction of the government and people of Sri Lanka.

The meeting welcomed the decision by Prime Minister Imran Khan to award Certificate of Merit
and Medal of Courage to Malik Adnan, who tried to save his Sri Lankan colleague from the mob.

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 21ST, 2021
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Man held for vandalising temple in
Karachi

young man was arrested for allegedly vandalising a Hindu temple in the Eidgah area,
police said.

City SSP Sarfraz Nawaz said that Waleed, 25, entered Narayan Mandir located in
Nayayanpura and hammered an idol (moorti). Enraged people gathered while he was still inside
the temple, got hold of him and gave him a beating.

The SSP said police reached the temple and took the suspect into custody. A hammer was
recovered from him. He said an FIR was registered against Waleed and an investigation was
under way.

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 21ST, 2021
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IS-K is based in Afghanistan, targets
both Pakistanis and Afghans, tells US
report

operations in Afghanistan and Pakistan, and is composed primarily of former members of
Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan, the Afghan Taliban, and the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan”,
according to the latest US report on terrorism.

THE group known as Islamic State-Khorasan, or IS-K, “is based in Afghanistan, conducts

The US State Department’s annual report estimates that IS-K still has about 1,000 fighters who
operate from Afghanistan. The report describes the group’s areas of operation as Afghanistan,
Pakistan, and Central Asia.

Prime Minister Imran Khan said in his address at the OIC meeting in Islamabad on Sunday that
IS-K was using its Afghan cell for launching attacks into Pakistan.

Former Afghan president Hamid Karzai, however, countered his argument by alleging that the
group was using Pakistani soil for launching attacks into Afghanistan.

The US report, however, upheld Pakistan’s position, clearly stating that IS-K “is based in
Afghanistan”, although it recruits militants from Pakistan’s tribal areas. According to the State
Department’s report, IS-K receives some funding from its parent organisation, the militant
Islamic State group (IS). Additional funds come from “illicit criminal commerce, taxes and
extortion”, the report added.

The IS-K’s leadership pledged allegiance to the deceased IS leader Abu Bakr al Baghdadi. This
was accepted in 2015.

The US report pointed out that the group had carried out suicide bombings, small arms attacks,
and kidnappings in Afghanistan against civilians and Afghan forces. The group has also claimed
responsibility for attacks on civilians and government officials in Pakistan.

No differentiation

Details of IS-K’s activities in the US report show that the group does not differentiate between
Pakistan and Afghanistan while launching terrorist attacks.

It regularly targeted civilians, armed forces personnel and even schools and places of worship in
both countries.
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In 2016, IS-K attacked a Pakistani consulate in Afghanistan, killing seven Afghan security
personnel; bombed a peaceful protest in Kabul, killing an estimated 80 people; claimed a shooting
and suicide bombing at a hospital in Quetta, killing 94; and bombed a shrine in Balochistan,
killing over 50 people.

In 2017, the militant outfit attacked the Iraqi embassy in Kabul, killing two people; bombed a
mosque in western Afghanistan, killing 29 people; claimed responsibility for a double suicide
bombing at a Shia neighborhood in Kabul, leaving more than 20 dead; attacked a Sufi shrine in
Sindh, killing 88 people; and attacked an election rally in Balochistan that killed 149 people.

In 2019, IS-K claimed responsibility for an attack at the ministry of communications in Kabul,
killing seven people. The group also claimed responsibility for a suicide bombing at a wedding
hall in Kabul that year, killing 80 people.

Later that year, IS-K bombed a mosque in Nangarhar and killed 70 people.

In 2019, the IS faction suffered a series of major defeats and lost much of its territory in Nangarhar
in the face of attacks by both the Defeat-IS Coalition and Taliban forces.

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 23RD, 2021
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Dealing with drugs

BY DR SYED KALEEM IMAM

URING Taliban's previous rule in Afghanistan, the drug menace went away but when
they were ousted, it came right back despite the presence of coalition forces. Now we

have to wait and see how long it's going to stay in hibernation.

The sight of drug addicts begging for a few rupees or trying to steal manhole covers just to feed
their habit breaks my heart. In our cities so many drug addicts die due to electrocution while
trying to steal copper wires. It is a very sorry situation and demands stringent and pragmatic
actions.

Narcotics is not a new phenomenon. Its history goes back centuries in the crude form of opium,
belladonna, reserpine, senna, and ephedrine. However, in medicine, the first modern
pharmaceutical use was by Friedrich Serturner (1804), a German researcher who separated the
chemical from opium and named it after the Greek god of sleep. Since then, its production has
been somewhat legalised.

The figures are appalling: The most frequent substance use disorder (SUD) caused 307,400 deaths
in 2015, including 137,500 deaths related to alcohol, 122,100 deaths related to opioid abuse, and
12,200 drug-related deaths related to amphetamine and 11,100 deaths from cocaine.

A World Drug Report (2021) reveals that nearly 200 million people consumed cannabis in 2019,
representing 4 percent of the global population, and opioid users grew by 62 million. There are
nearly 20 million cocaine users worldwide, which means that 0.4 percent of the global population
uses the drug, destroying lives, splitting up families, and affecting communities to an
unimaginable degree.

Addiction's extreme intoxicating effects may drive even a good person to take their own life and
commit felonious offenses. Unfortunately, the world over drug legislation hasn't prevented
organised criminal drug cartels from being responsible for 25 percent of all illegal drugs with a
net value of billions of dollars in their heydays. Despite Colombia's dominance in cocaine
production, Afghanistan accounts for about 90 percent of world opiates production, posing a
serious challenge for law enforcement. The new phenomenon of influx of synthetic drugs from
Western countries, such as amphetamines and stimulants, is yet another alarming threat.

Prevention, early intervention, integrating treatment, and supporting recovery, as well as
breaking the cycle of drug use, crime, and incarceration, are effective strategies. A valuable
contribution of UNODC, USA's Bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs,
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European Union, and the UK's National Crime Agency to build the capacity of law enforcement
agencies across the country had been phenomenal in combating the narcotics perils.

Years ago, as I joined the police force, gradually taking on many of these mafias with relative
success or surprising piece of luck, it wasn't long before I realised it was highly organised
transnational crime, which funded many stakeholders, manipulating lives in the process at the
expense of others for their worldly advancement.

A new trend in law enforcement is for physicians to be held responsible if they prescribe
controlled substances without full patient control. Additionally, doctors are educating
themselves about the potential for prescription drug abuse. As by prescribing sedatives or
stimulants that can alter moods or cause intoxication without recognising the dangers of overdose
of such drugs, people have ended up in tragic health situations.

We need a mechanism to enrol drug users confidentially and guard against stigmatisation, but
we also need to register and regulate addiction treatment centres to ensure the availability of
standardised evidence-based recovery support services that are delivered by competent staff.

The Colombo Plan discloses the presence of 135 treatment centres of which 31 percent are in
Punjab, 7 percent in Balochistan, 21 percent in Islamabad, 20 percent in Gilgit-Baltistan, 19 percent
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Sindh, and few in AJK, with an annual capacity of around 32000.
Active 10 percent are public hospitals, 47 percent are private clinics and 39 percent are run by
NGOs or unregistered charities, where 45 percent of heroin addicts, 31 percent of
cannabis/hashish users and 33 percent of crystal meth users were recently treated.

There is no doubt that worldwide drug control debates, despite universal government policies to
control drug supply and curb abuse, have largely failed as SUD has reached an all-time high, with
most resources spent on interdiction and law enforcement instead of public health.

The fact that we have 6.7 million drug users (2013) and that only 1 percent of all drug patients
have access to treatment in our country - while in surrounding countries about 15 percent have
access to treatment - is alarming. In countries with active heroin assisted programmes, the
reduction of deaths due to drug-related causes has been significant, especially in children and
adolescents. Cognitive behavioural therapy and family psychotherapy has greatly reduced SUD.

Further, what is needed internally and externally is to share actionable intelligence, prioritising
drug demand reduction, recognised interventions, and recovery programmes to systematically
interfere with the drug market. It is critical to curtail drug production and trade. To counteract
the genetic and psychosocial factors that cause SUD in around 60 percent of users, training,
credentialing, and certification for therapists is very important.

We need to acknowledge that, despite living in proximity to the world's largest poppy growing
regions, our law-enforcement agencies have successfully responded to the challenge through
seizures, arrests, prosecutions, public awareness, rehabilitation of drug patients, and precursor
control. Through legislation and enactment of pragmatic laws, the state has earned the status of

0
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a poppy-free state since 2001. However, the growing trends of drugs in educational institutes
require parents, teachers, civil society and all stakeholders to ponder ways and means to
eliminate the root causes.

The obsession with addiction destroys an entire family, including anyone who tries to help. It is
high time we realised that tomorrow may not come, or a second chance may not be available. Our
generations' future depends on what we do today.

For drug addicts my sincere advice is, “Though no one can go back and make a brand-new start,
anyone can start now and make a brand-new ending” (Carl Bard)

SOURCE: THE NEWS, DECEMBER 23, 2021



NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2021

Man gets death sentence for blasphemy

uploading a video on the internet and sentenced him to death along with a fine of

Q Peshawar court convicted a 42-year-old man of committing blasphemy through
Rs100,000.

Additional district and sessions judge Mohammad Tahir Aurangzeb pronounced that the
prosecution had proved its case against the accused, Bashir Mastan, a resident of Charsadda, and
the evidence on record connected him with commission of the offence.

The court convicted him under section 295-C of Pakistan Penal Code and while sentencing him
to death ordered that the sentence should not be executed unless confirmed by the Peshawar
High Court.

The judge ordered that necessary reference should be prepared and sent to the high court for
confirmation of the death sentence. The judge also convicted the accused under section 298 PPC
and sentenced him to two years rigorous imprisonment.

The FIR of the occurrence was registered at Inqilab police station in Peshawar by its SHO on Sept
7, 2020, under sections 295-C (derogatory remarks in respect of the Holy Prophet) and 298
(uttering words to wound religious feelings) of the PPC and section 15 of the Arms Act.

In the FIR, the SHO claimed that a video had gone viral wherein the suspect could be seen making
false claim of his being a prophet. He stated that the said video had resulted into a public outcry.

The police claimed that the suspect was traced through his mobile phone connection and then
taken into custody from residence of one of his relatives in Pandhu area. It was stated that a pistol
was also recovered from the suspect.

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 24TH, 2021



NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2021

Report on terrorism

HE threat posed to the region by violent extremist outfits has only grown more complex

since the fall of the Ashraf Ghani government next door. Indications of what may lie

ahead if Pakistan and Afghanistan do not act soon to counter it can be gleaned from
the latest US State Department report on terrorism.

About the militant Islamic State group’s Khorasan chapter, the report says: “The group is based
in Afghanistan, conducts operations in Afghanistan and Pakistan, and is composed primarily of
former members of the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan, the Afghan Taliban and the Islamic
Movement of Uzbekistan.” Its fighters are estimated to number around 1,000.

The TTP, according to the report, boasts between 3,000 and 5,000 fighters and draws “ideological
guidance” from Al Qaeda elements which partly rely on TTP for safe havens along the Pak-
Afghan border. It is, as the document notes, a convenient arrangement that gives the Pakistani
militant outfit “access to both Al Qaeda’s global terrorist network and its members” operational
expertise”.

Militants who espouse violent extremist ideologies do not operate in silos. Even IS and Al Qaeda,
each of whom have tried to develop their ‘brand” over the years, have fighters that maintain links
with the other group. Many have also moved back and forth, depending on developments on the
ground; IS’s ‘caliphate” was a particularly attractive recruitment tool.

Closer to home, the Afghan Taliban, despite seeking recognition from the world as their country’s
legitimate government, have refused to take any action against the TTP which hosted them in
Pakistan’s border areas while the Taliban leaders were on the run from US and Afghan military
forces. Such a stance flies in the face of their commitment to the international community to
prevent militant groups from using Afghanistan as a launching pad for transnational attacks.

While IS has a smaller number of fighters, they have carried out some of the most devastating
attacks in the region; their sectarian agenda makes them doubly lethal. The US of course has a
major stake in whether, after its unceremonious exit from the war-ravaged country, terrorist
outfits will find the space to regroup and again pose a threat to its interests. There are many
legitimate reasons to take issue with that country’s conduct in the ‘war on terror’, but the
resurgence of militancy should be a common concern that pushes Pakistan, Afghanistan and the
US to formulate a joint strategy against it.

EDITORIAL DAWN, DECEMBER 24TH, 2021
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Two soldiers martyred in attack on
check post in Balochistan's Kech

WO soldiers were martyred when terrorists attacked a security forces' check post in
Balochistan's Kech district, the military's media affairs wing said.

According to a statement issued by the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), Lance Naik
Manzar Abbas, resident of district Khushab, and Sepoy Abdul Fath, who hailed from Khuzdar,
embraced martyrdom during the exchange of fire with the terrorists.

The ISPR said a follow-up operation was in progress in the area to search for the terrorists.

"Security forces are determined to defeat such acts of inimical elements, aimed at disrupting
peace, stability and progress of Balochistan," the statement said.

This is the second such incident in the province in the span of a month.

On December 14, a member of the security forces was martyred when terrorists attacked a post
close to the Pak-Iran border in Balochistan.

On November 13, two soldiers were martyred during an exchange of fire with terrorists in an
intelligence-based operation in Balochistan's Hoshab area.

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 24TH, 2021
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Soldier martyred in exchange of fire
with terrorists in North Waziristan

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa's (KP) North Waziristan district, the military's media affairs wing

ﬁ soldier was martyred during an exchange of fire with terrorists in the Shewa area of
said.

According to a statement issued by the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), terrorists fired at a
military post in the area, following which army troops initiated a prompt response and
"effectively engaged the terrorists' location".

During an intense exchange of fire with the terrorists, 32-year-old Naik Noor Merjan, a resident
of KP's Kurram district, embraced martyrdom, the ISPR said.

It added that clearance of the area was being carried out to eliminate any terrorists found there.

A day ago, two more security personnel were martyred in an exchange of fire with terrorists after
the latter had attacked a security check-post in Balochistan's Kech district.

Lance Naik Manzar Abbas, a resident of Khushab, and Sepoy Abdul Faith, a resident of Khuzdar,
had embraced martyrdom in the incident.

Earlier on December 14, a member of the security forces was martyred when terrorists had
attacked a post close to the Pak-Iran border in Balochistan.

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 25, 2021
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14 years on, Benazir Bhutto’s murder
still remains a mystery

SYED QAISER SHIRAZI
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D ESPITE a lapse of 14 years, the mystery surrounding the assassination of former prime

minister Benazir Bhutto, who was murdered after addressing an election rally in
Rawalpindi’s Liaquat Bagh, could not be solved, and the case is still pending in the
Lahore High Court’s (LHC) Rawalpindi bench.

20 party workers were killed and 71 others were seriously injured in the attack on the former
premier. In the aftermath of the incident, four inquiries were conducted into the high-profile case
with the police joint investigation team (JIT), the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA), the United
Nations (UN) and Scotland Yard striving to solve the matter. However, these inquiries and
investigations yielded no results as the Bhutto family did not pursue the case in the special anti-
terrorism court (ATC).

0
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A total of 12 challans were filed in this case, 355 appearances were recorded, 10 judges were
changed and 141 witnesses, including 68 prosecution witnesses, testified. 16 people were accused
in the case, but only eight of them were arrested. The main accused, Taliban commander Baitullah
Mehsud, was killed in a drone strike. Five other accused - Nadir Khan alias Qari, Nasrullah,
Abdullah alias Saddam, Ikramullah, Faiz Muhammad Kaskat - were also killed in encounters
with intelligence agencies at different places.

The suicide bomber who attacked the former prime minister was identified as Saeed Blakel, who
died in the blast. The police arrested five accused Aitzaz Shah, Sher Zaman, Rashid Ahmed,
Rafaqgat and Hasnain Gul, and dumped the debris on them.

The FIA also arrested the then-president General (r) Pervez Musharraf, former city police officer
(CPO) Saud Aziz and superintendent (SP) Rawal Khurram Shehzad as accused in the case.
However, they were later granted bail by the high court.

On August 31, 2017, Judge Muhammad Asghar Khan of the special ATC pronounced the verdict
in the Adiala Jail after nine years, acquitting five accused, and declaring Musharraf as a fugitive
on absenteeism, and issued permanent arrest warrants, besides confiscating his movable and
immovable property.

Meanwhile, police officers -- deputy inspector general (DIG) Saud Aziz and SP Khurram Shehzad
-- were sentenced to a total of 17 years imprisonment and a fine of Rs1 million each for destroying
evidence and breach of security. However, three months later, the high court suspended the
sentences and released the two officers from jail. The CPO is now retired while the SP has now
been promoted to the rank of DIG.

Appeals of the accused and plaintiffs have been pending in LHC’s Rawalpindi bench for over
four years, and are expected to be heard in the last week of February 2022.

Former president Asif Ali Zardari has filed an appeal in the high court against the acquittal of the
five accused in the case, and has sought to increase the sentences of both the police officers and
to initiate trial against Musharraf in his absence.

The FIA has also filed appeals against the acquittal of the five accused while the convicted police
officers have filed appeals against the sentences.

The three acquitted accused Aitzaz Shah, Sherzaman and Rafaqat have been released from jail.
Meanwhile, two accused Rasheed Ahmed and Hasnain Gul are still locked up in Adiala Jail on
various charges.

Federal government’s senior prosecutor Chaudhry Zulfigar Ali was killed in a terrorist attack
while pursuing the case.

After Benazir’s assassination, the PPP formed its government in the centre, but in its five-year
tenure, the party failed to pursue this important case. Later, the case was partially disposed of
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during the tenure of former prime minister Nawaz Sharif. The case is likely to land in the Supreme
Court (SC) and it is not known when the case and appeals will be wrapped up.

The lawyers of the accused in this case Raja Ghanim Aber, Malik Jawad Khalid and Naseer Tanoli
said that these appeals will be disposed of in the high court in 2022 and the matter is likely to be
challenged in the apex court by the end of the new year.

SOURCE: THE TRIBUNE, DECEMBER 27, 2021
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Dark cyberworld

MARIA TAIMUR

HE last two decades, and especially the last two years that have been marked by the

Covid-19 pandemic, have made all of us more dependent on technology including the

internet, to carry out bank transactions, shop, pay utility bills, etc. But the more we use
technology, the more we are exposed to cybercrime or digital crime.

Cybercrime can take the shape of hacking, online financial fraud, identity theft, cyberbullying,
cyber harassment, child pornography, data theft, cyberstalking, cyber extortion, crypto jacking
and cyberespionage. It falls into two main areas: criminal activity that targets computers and

criminal activity that uses computers to commit crimes.

Given its quantum all over the world, it is becoming more and more difficult to tackle cybercrime.
As opposed to traditional crime where material objects are stolen or people are physically hurt,
cybercrime operates in the shadows. For this reason, the community and law-enforcement
agencies give more attention to the more obvious non-cybercrime.

The ease with which cybercrime is committed, without risking the perpetrator’s identity, liberty
or life, makes it a lucrative exercise that does not require much skill. Any person with access to
technology can breach the privacy of another individual, with or without their knowledge.

Online financial frauds, identity theft and phishing of information are rampant and most
ordinary computer users are unable to detect foul play. It is also not known to most users whether
or not the company whose product they are using has good cybersecurity. In our daily lives, we
share our personal data on too many online spaces.

On the detection side, what makes cybercrime equally, if not more, challenging, is the fact that
there are very few complaint channels to report to or to investigate the crime. Most police
resources are diverted towards maintenance of law and order and the prevention of crime. Special
laws are enacted for digital crimes, and law-enforcement agencies given the specialised task of
investigating such crimes mostly remain understaffed and resource-deficient.

There are three crucial areas to look into in order to curb digital crime. One is awareness of the
crime itself, the second is prevention and the third is curbing such crime. Awareness is very low
and victims of cybercrime usually don’t know about complaint mechanisms. An additional
challenge is the time consumed in first getting the complaint verified and then routing it through
different data corporations in order to receive legitimate responses.
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Awareness of cybercrime is the collective responsibility of the community and police. In most
cases of digital crimes against girls or women, the victims are hesitant to go through the process
of reporting the crime for fear of stigma and lack of support from their families. Just as in other
crimes, they are required to approach law enforcement for recording their statement and
following up. This proves too cumbersome and many women opt out of even reporting the crime.

In the case of children, community stakeholders mainly comprise of parents, teachers, schools
and police. If sufficient information is available to the community about how they can avoid such
crimes and what to do in case a crime is committed, prevention and detection become easier.
Cybercrime against children mostly occurs through friend requests on social media, where the
child faces indecent exposure, image violence, blackmailing and bullying.

For controlling cybercrime, linkages are identified between crimes in virtual and real space.
Identifying websites, the dark web and internet centres used for cybercrime and mapping
cybercrime helps prevent and control crime. Eff-ective prevention is helped by prior
identification of targeted gro-ups, including the latter’s gender and age bracket.

Lessons can be learnt from the way the US has countered cybercrime. A training and technical
assistance programme provides task forces and their affiliates the trai-ning and technical
assistance needed to conduct effective investigations and pr-o---s-e-cu-tions. The programme
helps identify social networking sites, peer-to-peer file sharing, wireless networks and mobile
phone technology that is used to exploit victims.

It also incorporates training for law enforcement, prosecutors and other stakeholders to improve
their investigative, prosecutorial and forensic capabilities; create and distribute information on
guidelines, best practices and investigative methodologies; and coordinate meetings with
practitioners. For victim support, the programme has a comprehensive mental health and
wellness programme to address the trauma that cybercrime victims experience.

In order to enhance cybersecurity to protect our lives and communities, we must invest
collectively in awareness campaigns. Police must be trained efficaciously to build an active
response plan and implement it.

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 28, 2021
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New security policy

HE federal cabinet has approved the National Security Policy after its green-lighting by
the National Security Committee and the military spokesman has said that the armed
forces will play their role in achieving the vision laid out in the policy.

National Security Adviser Moeed Yusuf told the media on Tuesday that it is a “citizen-centric”
policy with economic security at the core. The policy took seven years to draft and included
consultation with relevant people from all walks of life. It will be an evolving document so that
it can retain relevance with changing times. Prime Minister Imran Khan has asked Dr Yusuf to
provide monthly updates on the implementation of the policy. The NSA has said that a version
of the policy will soon be shared with the public.

The report comes at a critical time when Pakistan is faced with multiple national security
challenges. Keeping economic security at its core is also a sensible approach now that
geoeconomics is the central tenet of our larger policy framework. It is hoped that the national
security policy will focus attention on key priority areas and the approach required to realise the
stated objectives. In addition, the policy should also bring greater coordination between various
government agencies within the national security domain. The fate of Nacta — an organisation
that has been allowed to decay — is a stark warning that the best intentions can fall victim to turf
wars and ego clashes. If this national security policy can facilitate smooth inter-agency and inter-
organisation cooperation in this area, it would be able to achieve productive results.

However, there are some aspects of the policy that require prompt action. It was originally
presented in the parliamentary committee which the opposition boycotted but this does not mean
that the policy does not require proper debate. Now that the cabinet has approved it, the
document should be shared with all parliamentarians and tabled in both Houses so that it can be
debated and discussed threadbare. For it to be truly effective, the policy needs to have more input
from legislators. Another important question that the policy should pursue is trade with India.
Since it is economic-centric, the policy requires an in depth review of whether Pakistan will
benefit more by trading with India instead of staying away to register its rejection of New Delhi’s
illegal occupation of Kashmir and especially the action of Aug 5, 2019.

There is a strong body of opinion among experts that states that trade should not be held hostage
to politics, especially if it is in the economic interest of rivals to keep the doors of trade open
without compromising on their political positions. It is high time Pakistan debated this issue with
utmost seriousness instead of allowing emotions to drive policy. The national security policy
should bring much-needed clarity in this respect.

EDITORIAL DAWN, DECEMBER 29, 2021
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Four soldiers martyred in gun battle
with terrorists in North Waziristan

The soldiers —Havaldar Munawar (L), Sepoy Farhan (CL), Sepoy Zaka Ullah (CR) and Sepoy Sheraz (R) — who
embraced martyrdom during an exchange of fire with terrorists in North Waziristan.
OUR soldiers of the Pakistan Army embraced martyrdom in an exchange of fire with
terrorists during an intelligence-based operation (IBO) in the Mir Ali area of North
Waziristan tribal district, the military's media wing said in a statement.

According to the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), security forces conducted an IBO on the
reported presence of terrorists in the area.

During the raid, an intense exchange of fire ensued between the terrorists and the troops, as a
result of which four soldiers embraced martyrdom. The martyred soldiers were identified as
Havaldar Munawar, Sepoy Zaka Ullah, Sepoy Farhan and Sepoy Sheraz.

Meanwhile, security forces conducted another operation in the Tank area following reports of
terrorists' presence in the vicinity.
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During the operation, two terrorists were killed, who were later identified as Shahzeb alias Zakir
and Daniyal. The forces also recovered weapons during the raid.

"These terrorists were involved in multiple terror activities including attacks against security
forces, targeted killings and kidnapping for ransom," the ISPR statement said.

Earlier on December 24, two soldiers were martyred when terrorists attacked a security forces
check post in Balochistan's Kech district.

The ISPR had said a follow-up operation was in progress in the area to search for the terrorists
when the attack took place.

Similarly, on December 14, a member of the security forces was martyred when terrorists attacked
a post close to the Pak-Iran border in Balochistan.

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 31, 2021
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Constitution and equality

BY MOHAMMED SARWAR KHAN

HE constitution is at its most prominent when the ruling elite’s interests are affected and
agitated before the courts. But, arguably, more pernicious is the silent departure from the
over-arching constitutional goals that guarantee to ordinary citizens a “good life”.

The constitution explicitly promises “an egalitarian society”, evidencing the centrality of equality
in our constitutional thinking and ambition. Like democracy, tolerance and social justice, equality
is raised to the level of a “principle’. The preamble is one of the oldest parts of the constitution
and 75 years on, it certainly begs the question: what happened to the constitutionally promised
egalitarian society? How can we justify the increasing inequality imposed on our society? In our
context, this is not purely an economic question, it is also a core constitutional question.

In fact, we are so far removed from the goal that any meaningful notion of equality and
egalitarianism has vanished from our public and political conscience and discourse. Let alone a
positive constitutional goal to create, as the constitution puts it, “a new order”, it hardly even
features as a critique. It is a deeply worrisome trend that is allowing inequality to advance
surreptitiously without any public comment.

The constitution is a fundamental political settlement, the basis on which state and society are
notionally created, and by which state and government operate and distribute power and
authority. Chapters on Fundamental Rights and Principles of Policy elaborate the constitutional
goals to inform a more comprehensive framework and narrative on equality, social justice and
the quality of state and society that it envisages and promises.

The constitution also embodies fundamental values and goals that society has committed to and
which constitute the basic constitutional and political morality for state and society. Equality,
which the American legal philosopher, Ronald Dworkin, termed as “a sovereign virtue”, is one
of those fundamental values. In the constitutional elaboration, it includes “equality of status, of
opportunity and before law, social, economic and political justice, and freedom of thought,
expression, belief, faith, worship and association ...”. The Fundamental Rights also attest that “all
citizens are equal before the law” and, as such, “entitled to equal protection of law” (Article 25).
The constitution specifically promises “equality” for minorities, women and children, “backward
and depressed classes” or areas and endorses positive or affirmative action when required. And
every person is “to enjoy the protection of law and to be treated in accordance with law is the
inalienable rights of every citizen” (Article 4).
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In addition to equality of personal worth, autonomy and “inviolable” dignity (Article 14), the
constitutional conception for equality also has a direct resource and distributive implication. It
mandates the state to “reduce the disparity in the income and earning of individuals” based on
the “fundamental principle, from each according to his ability to each according to his work”. To
“secure the well-being of the people, irrespective of sex, caste, creed or race, by preventing the
concentration of wealth and means of production and distribution in the hands of a few to
detriment of general interest ... “. For those who are unable to work by reason of infirmity,
sickness or unemployment, to provide “basic necessities of life” irrespective of sex, caste, creed
or race.

By making these matters constitutional, it raises “equality” issues beyond the ordinary and
everyday politicking and gives the judiciary a pre-eminent role to ensure their proper
construction and implementation. In other words, constitutionally-mandated goals, values and
principles are not entirely left to ordinary political discretion. The special procedure for
constitutional amendment protects such values from being changed by a simple majority political
decision and ordinary legislation. This draws into question the judiciary’s responsibility for
leading to us to a place where constitutional and political morality have been so eroded that
constitutional values such as equality no longer matter. Moreover, judicial reasoning has
effectively lost sight of the moral foundations of the constitution.

While constitutional reasoning demands ‘integrity” - consistency and harmony in interpreting
the various Constitutional provisions, goals and underlying values - the dominant positivist
mode of judicial reasoning separates constitutional (and legal) provisions from the essential
constitutional values, goals and morality. Consequently, in over 75 years, we have failed to
jurisprudentially explain and elaborate the meaning and application of “equality” and
“egalitarian society”. The judiciary has failed to develop a jurisprudence that meaningfully
incorporates the constitutions goals, by, for example, construing “equality” as a value to be
realised by all sectors of state and society and an interpretive anchor for judicial reasoning.

Whatever little discussion there is on substantive (in-)equality, it is derided and dismissed as old
lefty, socialist thinking that has been discredited with the collapse of the Soviet empire or has
been replaced by the donor-development ‘inclusion” and ‘inclusivity” jargon. Yet providing
subsidies to the corporate sector is, arguably, also socialism, but since it benefits the well-off it is
conveniently ignored and presumably accepted by governments and the ruling elite as a ‘fair’
distribution of public resources. This debate is actually not about socialism or any other ideology,
it is about the constitution, its goals and values.

It is this intellectual shallowness that has led us to an uncritical acceptance of neo-liberalism and
the displacement of constitutional values. In key sectors such as health and education, it has
become necessary to ask: what is the role of the state? A service-provider, regulator or a conflicted
bit of both?
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Since markets are embedded in society, deregulated or weakly regulated markets tend to
exacerbate and amplify societal biases, inequalities, privileges and inequities. Left to their own,
markets are predatory. That is not what the people of Pakistan bargained for and endorsed in
their constitution.

Given that we are so far removed from the essential constitutional goals and values, the Supreme
Court needs to provide a clear statement of its interpretative policy and methods so that there
can be more transparency and debate on the quality of judicial reasoning and decisions.
Reasoning that has failed to highlight the moral foundations of the constitution detaches the
construction and implementation of constitutional textual provisions from the overarching
constitutional goals and essential values demands a justification that satisfies the public’s
legitimate expectations about the constitutionally promised society and good life. It is only then
that we can begin to rein in government, ruling elites and their public policy priorities back in
line with constitutional morality and ambition that puts the ordinary person first.

SOURCE: THE NEWS, DECEMBER 31, 2021
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