
Vol: 27 | January 2022

CGR

CENTRE  GOVERNANCE RESEARCHfor

PAKISTAN

Ÿ Minutes of the NIOC 27th Advisory Board 
Meeting

Ÿ  IHC CJ Justice Minallah declared as Man of 
the Year 2021

Ÿ THE BALOCH SPRING IN GWADAR
Ÿ New national security policy
Ÿ Cybercrime complaints topped 100,000 in 

2021: FIA chief
Ÿ Missing persons bill has gone 'missing', says 

Shireen Mazari
Ÿ Cybercrime complaints
Ÿ Uzair Baloch acquitted in Rangers killing case 

for ‘lack of evidence’
Ÿ FIA issues notice to crypto exchange Binance 

in multi-million dollar scam
Ÿ IHC orders demolition of navy’s farmhouses, 

sailing club in capital
Ÿ Senate panel holds in-camera session on 

security policy briefing
Ÿ Debating seniority
Ÿ Heal the nation
Ÿ Triumph of merit
Ÿ 55 journalists, four Pakistanis among them, 

killed last year
Ÿ Another cop martyred in Lakki Marwat attack
Ÿ Policy & practice disconnect
Ÿ Taliban misogyny
Ÿ Minorities councillors concerned at alarming 

increase in forced conversions
Ÿ 57 women killed in Balochistan in 2021
Ÿ Six Islamic State men killed in Quetta: CTD
Ÿ IHC verdict
Ÿ Effective strategies
Ÿ Taliban’s choices
Ÿ Cryptocurrency scam
Ÿ Senior TTP leader Khurasani killed in 

Afghanistan's Nangarhar
Ÿ Rise in cybercrime
Ÿ 16 days of activism against GBV: what’s next?
Ÿ Afghanistan Is in Meltdown, and the U.S. Is 

Helping to Speed It Up
Ÿ Serpent of terrorism raises head again
Ÿ Redefining national security
Ÿ When in jail …
Ÿ Exit of TTP terrorist
Ÿ After four years, blasphemy accused gets bail
Ÿ TTP confirms senior leader Khurasani’s death, 

calls it 'huge loss’
Ÿ Governance not being handled in the right 

spirit: CJP
Ÿ Pakistan stifles dissent, India targets 

minorities: Human Rights Watch
Ÿ Travesty of Gitmo
Ÿ Policing in 2021
Ÿ Help save Afghans
Ÿ Thousands of Pakistanis lose life savings in 

$100 million cryptocurrency scam

Ÿ Foreign exchange dealers, companies: All 
transactions to be monitored by FBR

Ÿ PTA to be approached for blocking crypto 
portals

Ÿ SHOULD PAKISTAN HAVE A CYBER ARMY?
Ÿ Cryptocurrency: challenges and opportunities
Ÿ Rule of law is immediate challenge, says PM 

Imran
Ÿ Bold decisions
Ÿ Indonesian recipe
Ÿ Security policy unveiled
Ÿ National security
Ÿ Rawalpindi court sentences woman to death 

for sending blasphemous content on 
WhatsApp

Ÿ New law, new hope
Ÿ Curbing child pornography
Ÿ Juvenile justice
Ÿ The reality gap
Ÿ Government’s silence
Ÿ Growing terrorism threat
Ÿ Welcome gender lens
Ÿ FIA arrests Hascol founder in Rs54bn scam
Ÿ Anti-extremism policy
Ÿ Pakistan slides 16 spots on corruption 

perceptions index, now ranks 140 out of 180 
countries: report

***

In This Issue

Islamabad office: 
#38-W, Khalid Plaza, 1st. Floor. Jinnah Ave. Blue 
Area. Islamabad Phones 051-2870852 & 2870853.

Lahore office: 
22, Tipu Block, New Garden Town, Lahore
Phone: 042-35831352

CENTRE  GOVERNANCE RESEARCHfor

PAKISTAN

www.cgr.com.pk CgrPakistan CgrPakistan



DIGEST JANUARY 2022 
 

  2  
 

About the Centre for Governance 

Research (CGR) 

CGR is a forum for studies and debate on strategic and tactical issues related with good 

governance and the rule of law. It is a non-governmental civil society advocacy centre dedicated 

to reforms in the justice and governance sectors. 

As an independent think tank, CGR sets its own agenda, publishing and disseminating its 

findings regularly for national and global audience. Using an interdisciplinary approach, CGR 

brings together rule of law, justice and governance experts, researchers and internationally 

renowned professionals to animate its debate and research activities. 

It aims to stand out as one of the rare Pakistani think tanks to position itself at the very heart of 

the debate on governance and justice issues. 

CGR focuses on advocacy, research and studies in the following areas: 

• Governance and Rule of Law 

• Public policy 

• Policing and Justice Sectors 

• Serious and Organized Crimes 

• Counterterrorism and Counter Extremism (CT and CE) 

Meanwhile, the National Initiative against Organized Crime (NIOC) launched in November 2019 

continues as a Project from the platform of the Centre for Governance Research (CGR). It is led 

by a group of committed professionals and experts with law enforcement, media and other public 

service backgrounds. Through developing an empirical evidence-base and conducting hands-on 

consultations, NIOC aims to build community resilience and influence public policy to combat 

organized crime in Pakistan.  

Since inception, NIOC has produced eight major research studies and policy briefs on the critical 

topics of terror financing, drug trafficking, terrorism in Pakistan during COVID-19, migrant 

smuggling and human trafficking, cybercrimes and countering extremism etc.  
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NIOC’s 27th Advisory Board Meeting 

 

HE 27th Advisory Board Meeting of NIOC was held on Thursday 13 January 2022. The 

following board members participated: Tariq Parvez, Zahid Hussain, Samina Ahmed, 

Zubair Habib and Jawaid Akhtar. Dr Manzoor Ahmad could not attend. 

NIOC directorate was represented by the following: Tariq Khosa, Ejaz Hussain, Ali Nekokara, 

Kashif Noon, Saroop Ijaz, Ammar Jaffri, Vaqas Ali and Hassan Sardar. The following matters 

came under discussion: 

1)  Serious and Organized Crime Study: The 6-month long study carried out by NIOC from 

July to December 2021 has been completed. Final report would be sent to GI TOC by 31 

January 2022.  

2)  MLA Processes Study: The Mutual Legal Assistance Processes study was in the final stage 

of completion and the report would be sent to the British High Commission during the 

last week of January 2022. 

3)  Crisis Management Study: The British High Commission had asked CGR-NIOC to carry 

out a study on critical incident management. This would be a two-month long study to be 

completed by mid-March. 

T 
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4)  UNTOC Review: Pakistan UNTOC Review is being undertaken under the supervision of 

Ehsan Sadiq, ADG IB, the Focal Person. CGR-NIOC is committed to facilitating the review 

process. Saroop Ijaz will build a coalition of CSOs for civil society's input to the review 

process. 

Ammar Jaffri gave a brief overview of crypto currencies and their adverse impact on the economy 

and OC. 
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IHC CJ Justice Minallah declared as 

Man of the Year 2021 

 

 

 

HE Centre for Governance Research (CGR) Pakistan has declared Islamabad High Court 

(IHC) Chief Justice Athar Minallah as the Man of the Year 2021 for his principled and bold 

stance on the issue of the missing persons. 

Justice Minallah has held the Government of Pakistan comprising the chief executive and his 

cabinet responsible for this festering wound in Pakistan’s body politic, the CGR said in a 

statement on Saturday. 

As an independent voice on behalf of civil society, the CGR demanded immediate promulgation 

of legislation dealing with enforced disappearances. 

The Parliament’s Committee on National Security should take the initiative to rein in the state 

institutions that consider themselves above the law, it said. 

The CGR said it would like that the issue of missing persons should be addressed as the top 

agenda of good governance in the country. 

SOURCE: THE NEWS, JANUARY 02, 2022 

 

  

T 
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The Baloch Spring in Gwadar 

 

EOPLE get on colourful buses heading to Gwadar, Turbat and Panjgur. Nothing has 

changed here over the years. One still sees the same tea shops, conductors and cleaners. 

The sights and sounds are familiar to me. The Al-Javed Bus office is located at the same 

spot where it was back in 2017, when I last took one of their buses to Gwadar. 

But Gwadar has changed over the past few years and so has the conversation surrounding the 

area. Newspapers covering the region no longer only carry picturesque visuals of the seaport. 

They are finally writing about the massive protests by locals and about the prime minister taking 

notice of these demonstrations. The conversation on the bus has also changed in the wake of the 

recently concluded protests. 

At 10am, the bus is ready to head off on the 10-hour journey to Gwadar. I am seated in the second 

row of the bus. I first tried to sit next to a local from Gwadar, but he requested I move back so he 

can sit next to another local from the region. His friend, who finally takes the other seat, is wearing 

dark glasses that he doesn’t take off at all. 

P 
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Both the friends naturally start talking about the protests and Maulana Hidayatur Rehman, the 

local Jamaat-i-Islami (JI) leader who became the face of the protests. While the following of the 

Maulana has seen a remarkable growth, some are still clearly suspicious of this meteoric rise. 

“Had Mullah [Maulana Hidayatur Rehman] really been a leader, he would not have called off 

the protests in Gwadar after [Chief Minister Quddus] Bizenjo’s guarantees that he would meet 

the protesters’ demands,” says the friend in the dark glasses. But the thirty-something man, who 

is clearly a sceptic, goes on to acknowledge that Maulana Hidayat has made the locals in Gwadar 

see that they can stand up for their rights and challenge the administration. 

 
Thousands of women came out for the demonstrations  

While the local in the glasses is talking, the bus cleaner walks by. He peels a banana and hands it 

to the bus driver to eat. The local discreetly looks at the cleaner from his glasses and lowers his 

voice. He moves closer to his friend. “Mullah has got the army’s support,” he declares. “That is 

why he called off the protests.” 

Their conversation abruptly ends, when the bus driver starts to blast music through his phone 

connected to bluetooth speakers. We are soon in the presence of Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan’s voice: 

“Dil-i-umeed torra hai kisi ne/ Sahara de ke chhorra hai kisi ne [Someone has broken a hopeful 

heart/ Someone has given support and then taken it back].” 

Nusrat Sahib is interrupted by a phone call on the driver’s phone. But even when the music stops, 

the friend of the passenger in the dark glasses does not appear interested in continuing their 
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conversation. Maybe he does not agree with his friend’s take. Or maybe he simply does not wish 

to discuss it on a bus that is likely to be full of the Maulana’s supporters. 

Undoubtedly, Maulana Hidayatur Rehman has emerged as an unparalleled leader in Gwadar. 

And things already feel different after the protests that he headed. For one, passengers are not 

frisked at different checkpoints throughout the journey, as was the norm in the past. 

One of the protesters’ demands was the elimination of ‘unnecessary’ checkposts on major roads. 

More and more of these checkposts had appeared as CPEC-related ‘development’ started making 

locals feel like outsiders at their own homes. Besides accepting other demands, the government 

also agreed to remove all unnecessary checkposts. 

I am not the only one pleasantly surprised at the lack of checkposts. Clearly, the Gwadar we are 

headed to is a different Gwadar. How could it not be? Thousands were chanting “Gwadar ko haq 

do [Give Gwadar its rights],” just a few weeks ago. 

TRAWLERS IN THE SEA 

 
A sea of protestors can be seen on the Gwadar port  

The Gwadar Fish Harbour, situated adjacent to the main port area, is full of action on Sunday 

morning when we reach. Boats, big and small, are parked in the harbour. They have many flags, 

mostly for aesthetic purposes. Some are red, some are green and others black. And then there are 

many boats with Pakistani flags. There is a lot of foot traffic. Buyers keep pouring in — men and 

women, and children with their parents — and fishermen compete for their attention and 

business. 
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This fish market scene seems like everything is business as usual. But not too long ago, these 

fishermen were among the thousands who had gathered for the protests, and refused to budge 

for over a month. Chief among the demands of the protesters, who had come together under the 

Gwadar Ko Huqooq Do Tehreek [Give Rights to Gwadar Movement] and the leadership of 

Maulana Hidayat, was the demand to end illegal trawlers. 

Trawlers from neighbouring areas such as Sindh and even other countries come to fish in these 

waters, severely impacting the catch of local fishermen. 

 

Earlier in December, Prime Minister Imran Khan had finally “taken notice” of the “very legitimate 

demands of the hardworking fishermen of Gwadar,” in a tweet. He had also promised strong 

action would be taken against illegal fishing by trawlers. 

But the issue is not limited to illegal trawlers alone. The government has given Chinese trawlers 

licences to fish in the waters off the coast. Locals, most of whom operate small boats, are unable 

to compete with larger, more advanced Chinese boats. 

Javed Baloch, one such fisherman, still seems to be in a revolutionary mode, weeks after the 

protest was called off. He proudly wears a Che Guevara-inspired beret cap with a red star. 

Like hundreds of other fishermen of Gwadar, Javed goes to the sea every evening. He rides in his 

motorboat, which he could afford only after working with a group of fishermen in Iran for three 

years. Javed and a fellow fisherman stay in the sea for a few hours, waiting for the sun to set so 

they can fish in the dark. 

After his last successful excursion, Javed speaks to me on Sunday morning. “We have caught fish 

worth over 15,000 rupees today,” he excitedly shares. “And it has been like this for over two 

weeks,” he adds, pointing out how their catch has increased threefold following strict action 

against illegal trawlers after the protests. 
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 Gwadar Port 

But this, he believes, is a temporary relief. “We have heard that the trawlers have gone to fish in 

the Kund Malir area [near Lasbela, towards Karachi],” he says. “These can come back at any time, 

depriving us of our livelihoods once again.” 

His fears are based on an understanding of the region and its history. Fishermen from Sindh and 

foreign trawlers from countries such as Korea, Japan and China have been fishing in Gwadar’s 

largely pristine waters for many decades now. 

OLD PROBLEMS, NEW SOLUTIONS 

KB Firaq, a Gwadar-based poet, columnist and human rights activist is known as an 

encyclopaedia on Gwadar’s fishermen community. Fittingly, I meet him at his library where he 

is surrounded by books and other encyclopaedias. He tells me that, according to his research, 

illegal trawling has been happening in the area since the 1990s. 

“At the time, I was a school-going boy,” he says. He says that Gwadar has a lot of fish stock, 

which is why trawlers from Sindh and outside the country come to the area. 

But this long-existing issue cannot be solved overnight. 

Officials from the fisheries departments from Quetta and Gwadar share that stopping the practice 

of illegal trawling in Balochistan is not in their hands. One of the reasons for this is the lack of 

resources, admits a senior fisheries official in Quetta. According to him, their fisheries department 

has got only four patrolling boats to stop the practice of illegal trawling in all of Balochistan. 
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The gravity of the situation becomes apparent to me when, during my brief reporting stint, 

fishermen start telling me that illegal trawlers have already started to make their way back to the 

waters of Balochistan. But the power of protest also becomes apparent when I visit Pasni, a tehsil 

of the Gwadar district, where fishermen are protesting again. 

“I felt it and spoke, which is why people have been responding to my call [to join the movement], 

irrespective of their background,” Maulana Hidayat says. “I have become their spokesman to 

speak out fearlessly.” The Maulana proudly says that, with a single call, he can get thousands, 

including women and children, to gather. 

One of the protesters’ demands, which was accepted, was that their freedom to go to sea must be 

ensured. Still, the fishermen in Pasni have been directed to obtain tokens to fish in the sea. “We 

are not going to the US,” says Inayat Baloch, one of the fishermen who are protesting at the Pasni 

Fish Harbour. “Then why are we being asked for tokens to fish in our own sea?” The illegal 

trawlers should be receiving this treatment, not the locals, the fishermen lament. 

Maulana Hidayatur Rehman manages to be a part of even this small protest. Inayat calls the 

Maulana from his phone, and puts the call on loudspeaker for the two dozen fishermen to hear. 

The Maulana charges up the protesters, roaring in Balochi. “Are you all tired [of protesting]?” he 

asks. “No!” they respond. He repeats the same question. 

“Are you all tired?” 
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“No, not at all,” they all shout in unison. 

Within an hour, officials from the district administration and the Navy come to speak with the 

fishermen. Soon, the officials tell the fishermen that they are exempt from showing tokens to fish 

in the sea. 

This is the power of demonstrations. And this is the power of the Maulana, a man whose presence 

can be felt across Gwadar. 

THE RISE OF MAULANA HIDAYAT 

 
Maulana Hidayatur Rehman 

Surbandan, locally known as Sur in Gwadar, is a tiny town at a distance of 25 kilometres from 

the main Gwadar town. Sur is inhabited mostly by fishermen. On a Monday, the blue sea around 

the town is calm. The sky is blue and the wind is blowing. We are driving on the G.T. Road, and 

the sea is flowing next to us. Soon, we take a turn and stop at the Jama Makki Masjid. 

I’m taken to a parrot green-coloured room. This is the room for Maulana Hidayatur Rehman’s 

guests. The Maulana and his brothers, who are also fishermen, live in a house next door. The JI 

leader is not at home, I am told. He is in Gwadar. 

But his presence is all around me. Maulana is the talk of the town. Everyone I meet in the Gwadar 

district speaks of him and how he has stood up for their rights. Women and children play me 

songs on their mobiles dedicated to the Maulana. 
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“A leader is the one who does not fear. And we have found a leader in Maulana,” says Mehboob 

Baloch, a local fisherman in Surbandan. No conversation about Maulana can be had here without 

others chiming in. As Mehboob speaks to me, others join in with a chant I have heard many times 

by now: “We are all Maulana!” 

Maulana is an unlikely leader according to many locals and politicians. He does not come from 

money. And even though he was present everywhere, his voice hardly mattered in the past. These 

descriptions seem to be in stark contrast with the situation today, where the Maulana is present 

across Gwadar, even when he is not physically in the vicinity. 

 
A security personnel standing guard in Gwadar 

Born in Surbandan village, Maulana received his primary education in his hometown. He then 

went to Karachi, where half of his maternal family lives, to complete his education. He received 

a Masters degree in Islamiat from Karachi. 

Maulana Hidayat returned to become a small leader in his town. He understood the woes of his 

people and was not afraid of raising his voice for them. The Maulana first started making waves 

a few months ago, when he led a five-day-long demonstration in Surbandan asking for better 

treatment of local fishermen. 

This protest was on the mind of Maasi Zainab, a Baloch woman with no formal education who 

had been making waves by being at the forefront of protests in Gwadar. Zainab sent Maulana a 
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voice note over WhatsApp during protests at Gwadar’s Eastbay Expressway, where fishermen 

were not being allowed to go to sea. Soon Maulana, who was nowhere near the protest site, was 

on the road heading to the protest. 

Led by fishermen of the Mullah Band area, he sat in front of three senior security officials and 

spoke bravely and courageously. In a video that went viral in September, he can be seen telling 

the officials that Gwadar first belongs to them. He is charged up, speaking bluntly, without a hint 

of doubt or fear in his voice. This was only the beginning. 

AN UNWAVERING VOICE 

 
Fishermen at the Gwadar Fish Harbour 

Having failed to meet the Maulana in Surbandan, I return to Gwadar and check into Gwadar’s 

Sadaf Hotel, where I am set to finally meet the Maulana. I receive a message that Maulana, who 

is still busy in Gwadar town, will visit me after maghrib prayers. 

The Maulana arrives accompanied by eight young men. He is wearing a white pakol cap, white 

clothes and a white chador. He is shorter than he appears in videos and pictures, but he walks 

tall. He says salaam to me and shakes my hand lightly. Mine is only the first of many handshakes 

for the Maulana. As we enter the hotel’s restaurants, the entire staff stands up to shake his hand. 
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Finally, we sit down and start our conversation. 

“What have Gwadaris seen in an old Maulana after 18 years?” I ask him, referring to the many 

years he has actively remained in politics without having the same kind of following he enjoys 

today. 

His answer is simple, and one that has been given to me many times by now to explain Maulana 

Hidayat’s rise and following. In an environment where everybody is afraid to speak, people want 

someone to be their voice. 

“I felt it and spoke, which is why people have been responding to my call [to join the movement], 

irrespective of their background,” he says. “I have become their spokesman to speak out 

fearlessly.” 

The Maulana proudly says that, with a single call, he can get thousands, including women and 

children, to gather. “They have seen a ray of hope in despair and helplessness,” he tells me. 

The Maulana’s sceptics see him as a right-wing political opportunist who has been using issues 

such as illegal trawling, and problems with electricity, water and checkposts, to pave the way for 

his own ‘right wing agenda’ under the banner of JI. This, they argue, is why he is being given 

space in the port town where China has heavily invested. 

One of the Maulana’s first demands was putting a ban on ‘wine’ [alcohol] stores in Gwadar, 

which, according to his critics, has got nothing to do with public issues. 

I ask the Maulana about these criticisms, and he smiles. “Everyone wants to say that the ‘mullahs’ 

are against wine,” he says. “I put the demand forward because it is a public issue, not a private 

one.” 

He says that mothers and sisters have now been sleeping peacefully knowing that their sons are 

not drinking. “Due to alcohol consumption, mothers and sisters have become psychological 

patients as their sons used to come home drunk,” he shares. “It had become the source of 

incidents in Gwadar.” 

Many say the leader has a good sense of humour. He continues talking about the issue with a cup 

of green tea in his hand. He is always in control of the conversation. He answers questions he 

wants to, and evades the ones he would rather not comment on. For example, when asked about 

apprehensions of people who say that the Maulana is ‘backed’ by some institution, and that no 

one can stage such a large protest in Balochistan unless they are ‘allowed’ to, he refuses to give a 

straight answer. 

Maulana Hidayat’s priorities are the locals, and making sure they are not treated like outsiders 

in their own land. He is sceptical of the development taking place in the name of CPEC in the 

region. “Where is CPEC in Balochistan?” he asks. “I have only seen checkposts all around in the 

name of CPEC, not CPEC itself.” 
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Boats parked in the harbour 

The Maulana has clearly had these conversations before. After the interview, he is in no hurry to 

leave. He has found out that I had visited his hometown, Surbandan. He asks me why I did not 

have tea at his home. 

One can clearly see the appeal of having a leader who is so inviting, passionate about his people 

and accessible on one phone call. It is no wonder thousands came out at his call. 

While the government has accepted all the demands, how they are implemented remains to be 

seen. Nonetheless, many in Gwadar appear confident in the fact that in Maulana Hidayat they 

have found a voice that will speak up whenever he needs to. If he calls on his supporters to step 

out again, they surely will. 

DEMANDS PUT FORWARD AT THE PROTEST 

End illegal trawling 

Progress: The headquarters of the Director General of Fisheries was moved from Quetta to 

Gwadar after the protests. Patrolling increased to check illegal trawlers. 

Freedom for fishermen to go to sea 

Progress: A token system to go to sea was eliminated. Fishermen are now allowed to go without 

any permission. 
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Elimination of unnecessary checkposts on major roads 

Progress: All unnecessary checkposts have been removed. 

Closure of wine shops in Gwadar 

Progress: All wine shops have been closed on government instructions. 

Elimination of interference in cross-border trade with Iran 

Progress: The government has guaranteed the end to all kinds of interference and establishment 

of trade markets at the border. 

Establishment of a university in Gwadar 

Progress: A vice chancellor has been appointed for Gwadar University, classes to start soon. 

Appointments on empty seats of education department’s non-teaching staff 

Progress: Selection process for appointments completed, officials sent for appointment. 

Curtailing the sale of fake medicines 

Progress: Inspection of Gwadar’s medical stores completed. 

Waivers and subsidies on utility bills 

Progress: Policy on issue to be clarified soon. The chief minister has written a letter to Quetta 

Electric Supply Company. 

Release of seized cars and boats by coastguard 

Progress: Legal team formed on the issue. 

Provision of clean drinking water 

Progress: Supply of water initiated, water project to be completed soon. 

Priority to locals on jobs for development projects 

Progress: Special desk formed on the issue in the district commissioner’s office. 

Implementation on agreement with Dar Bela affectees 

Progress: Compensation paid to locals impacted, separate area being selected for land 

compensation. 

Compensation paid to Expressway affectees 

Progress: Compensation paid to locals impacted, special measures being taken for remaining 

people. 
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Removal of cases on protest leaders and names from Fourth Schedule 

Progress: Matter sent to the provincial cabinet. 

Damages for losses due to storms and illegal trawlers 

Progress: Survey completed of fishermen’s losses, matter of compensation sent to the Provincial 

Disaster Management Authority and orders issued for immediate compensation. 

Removal of DG GDA, DC Gwadar and AC Pasni 

Progress: Officials changed. 

Implementation of quota for disabled people 

Progress: Orders issued for strict implementation of quota. 

Open Kulki point for transportation of oil and essentials 

Progress: Kantani point completely opened for transport and distribution of oil and essentials. 

SOURCE: DAWN, EOS, JANUARY 2, 2022 
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New national security policy 

BY KAMRAN YOUSAF 

AST WEEK the federal cabinet approved, what the government claims, Pakistan’s first-

ever national security policy. The policy has yet to be made public but is believed to have 

covered all internal and external aspects. National Security Adviser Dr Moeed Yusuf is 

the man behind the new national security policy. He must have given a true assessment of the 

situation and suggested a way forward on the current precipice given the fact that before taking 

up the government job, Moeed used to say all the right things through his writing and opinions. 

In fact, his views were not different from those who are often branded as anti-state or traitors. 

Pakistan is complex country with complex problems but at times complex problems have simple 

solutions. The authors of the new security policy must have burnt the proverbial midnight oil to 

come up with news suggestions and ideas given the multiple problems facing the country. The 

new policy may have been spread over hundreds of pages but if we are to pull the country out of 

the current quagmire perhaps a one-page document would do the job. The key issue we need to 

figure out first and foremost is whether Pakistan is a security state or welfare state. Certainly, the 

founders of Pakistan wanted to see it as a welfare state but because of our internal follies and 

external factors the country has for decades been seen as a security state. 

In the new policy we must strive for getting rid of this tag. How that can be achieved? The state 

has to do course correction. Rule of law and adherence to the Constitution by all state institutions 

and its functionaries is a perquisite. Every individual, no matter how powerful, has to be 

answerable. No holy cows. Political stability is paramount for any sustained economic growth 

and reforms. No matter what type of a policy is drafted, nothing will change unless we stop 

manipulating election results and conspiring against elected governments. Use of religion for the 

purposes of advancing political goals is another disease that has wreaked havoc in our society. 

The policy of relying on non-state actors and religious groups to pursue strategic objectives has 

cost us dear. This fact has been admitted not only by our civilian leaders but also those in uniform. 

In the new security policy there has been a greater emphasis on human security. The policy seeks 

transformation in Pakistan’s role from being a geo-strategic to geo-economic hub. But for that, 

some key decisions have to be made. The crucial question of course is: can we do trade with India 

without resolving the longstanding dispute over Kashmir? For the last seven decades, Pakistan 

has consistently maintained that trade and commercial ties could only happen when the issue of 

Kashmir is settled. Governments in the past tried to bring a shift in that approach but were 

unsuccessful. Those who staunchly opposed trade ties with India believe that if Pakistan starts 

trading with India like any other country that would weaken Pakistan’s stance on Kashmir. But 

L 
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the counter view is that increased trade and commercial ties may create inter-dependencies, 

perhaps leading to the resolution of disputes. Proponents of that approach cite the example of 

India-China rivalry. The two countries are engaged in territorial disputes over which there have 

been bloody exchanges at the border in the last couple of years, yet the bilateral trade figure 

between them is astonishing, having touched a record $114 billion this year. This burgeoning 

trade between the two Asian countries will prevent an all-out war since the stakes are too high. 

Can Pakistan also think on these lines? Certainly, it is not going to be an easy proposition but 

that’s what the new security policy must focus on — finding answers to difficult questions. Else, 

it will be an exercise in futility. 

 SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, JANUARY 03, 2022. 
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Cybercrime complaints topped 100,000 

in 2021: FIA chief 

ITH growing use of technology and spread of smartphones and gadgets, the number 

of complaints pertaining to cybercrimes the Federal Investigation Agency received 

from all over the country during 2021 crossed 100,000 mark, it has emerged. “We have 

received a total of 102,356 complaints from Jan 1, 2021 to Dec 31, 2021,” FIA director general Dr 

Sanaullah Abbasi told Dawn. “In 23 per cent of the complaints, Facebook was used as a medium,” 

he said. 

“The rise in cybercrime reporting reflects people’s confidence in law enforcement... FIA initiated 

an awakening campaign for people and encouraged them to report [the cases],” he said. 

He said not only did a common man approach the FIA but also other law enforcement agencies 

in the country because it was the only legitimate agency to investigate cybercrimes and to interact 

with international law enforcement. Digital rights activist Nighat Dad agreed that the FIA’s 

cybercrime wings mounted efforts to reach out to people increasingly in the last two years. 

However, she felt this doesn’t necessarily show that people have more confidence in the agency. 

“I guess internet penetration as well as awareness [about cybercrimes] have increased and now 

people know about [existence of] cybercrime wings in different cities. The number of cybercrime 

wings has been increased over the last one year and this is also one of the reasons behind rising 

number of complaints,” she said. 

Not every complaint is regarded as a criminal case. The FIA first verifies each and every 

complaint and initiates an inquiry after verification. The inquiries translate into criminal cases if 

cognisable offence is made. Of the total 102,356 complaints made last year, 80,641 went into 

verification and 15,932 of them passed the criteria for initiating inquiries. A total of 1,202 cases 

were registered under relevant sections of the Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act and over 1,300 

suspects were arrested. 

According to official data, 32pc of the complaints in 2021 were reported by students, while 25pc 

of them pertained to financial crimes. Among the categories of cases, financial fraud and forgery 

topped the list as 427 FIRs were registered and 388 arrests made in this category, followed by the 

offence of extortion and blackmailing under which 267 cases were registered and 185 people 

arrested. A total of 205 cases were registered under Section 20 (dignity of natural person), 199 

cases under Section 21 (rape / modesty of natural person), 76 cases of cyberterrorism / hate 

speech and 49 cases of child pornography were registered in the year. 
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An alarming increase in cybercrimes in the country can be gauged from the fact that the number 

of complaints the FIA got on a monthly basis has doubled in just four years, as in 2018 the agency 

received on an average 4,031 complaints per month but in 2021 the number rose to 8,688. 

The FIA chief said that because of the coronavirus pandemic, almost everything — from 

governance to business — had been shifted to cyberspace and this also contributed to an increase 

in reporting. 

“There are new challenges like cryptocurrency and we are in the process of preparedness,” he 

said, adding: “Despite resource constraints, we are still giving relief to the common man. Our 

priority is the common man who is the actual stakeholder in national security.” 

Dr Abbasi said that the FIA had taken new initiatives as the agency introduced e-investigation, 

getting record and testimony online like email and video calls with security checks, just to 

provide relief to the common man. 

He said that two programmes involving revamping were going to increase the human resources 

and new technological equipment. “We are pumping money into the cybercrime wing... we are 

planning to open a cyber-wing in every district.” 

Commenting on the cooperation the FIA has been getting from social media giants, Dr Abbasi 

said that international coordination was critically important, but cooperation from foreign 

organisations was varying. 

“To Facebook we are trying to reach out through Interpol for international cooperation and we 

are receiving positive results. We are also exploring ideas of creating their business stakes in 

Pakistani jurisdictions so that law enforcement may be better.” 

“We are embarking upon initiatives of cyber-patrol, particularly in areas of organised crime, 

pornography, crime against children, women, minorities and marginalised segments of society,” 

he added. The FIA chief also asked people to contact cybercrime offices by accessing website 

(https://nr3c.gov.pk/contact.html) or via email at helpdesk@nr3c.gov.pk. 

Ms Dad, the digital rights activist, said that the actual number of cybercrime victims could have 

been higher than the official number of complaints since many people still did not know where 

to go while there’s a trust deficit especially among the female victims. 

“But receiving a complaint is one thing and [properly] handling it is another... how long does it 

take in the courts for one case... the trials ... there are so many shortcomings in the process and 

there’s a need to fill the gaps,” she said. 

“I think it should not just be the priority of the agency but also the priority of the state to give 

more resources to the agency and enhance their understanding, especially when it comes to 

marginalised groups, women and the transgender community.” 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 3, 2022  
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Missing persons bill has gone 'missing', 

says Shireen Mazari 

 
 

UMAN RIGHTS Minister Dr Shireen Mazari revealed that a bill pertaining to enforced 

disappearances, which was recently passed by the National Assembly (NA), had gone 

"missing". Speaking to media persons at the Ministry of Human Rights, she said: "We 

had prepared the bill regarding missing persons and it was passed by the [relevant] standing 

committee and the National Assembly. But it went missing after it was sent to the Senate." 

The minister said there were reports, however, that the bill was now at the Senate Secretariat. 

The bill, Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill 2021, was passed by the NA on November 8, 2021, and 

is aimed at making amendments to the Pakistan Penal Code (PPC) and Code of Criminal 

Procedure. 

It was introduced in the National Assembly by the interior minister in June 2021. While initially 

there was no provision related to the filing of a false complaint or false information about 

subjecting a person to enforced disappearance, subsequently a provision was added to the bill to 

declare it a penal offence punishable by up to five years imprisonment with a fine up to Rs500,000. 

The proposed law provides for the insertion of a new section 52B in the PPC for defining an 

“enforced disappearance”. 
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It states: “The term enforced disappearance relates to illegal and without lawful authority arrest, 

detention, abduction or any other form of deprivation of liberty by an agent of the State or by 

person or group of persons acting with the authorisation, support or acquiescence of the State, 

followed by a refusal to acknowledge the deprivation of liberty or by concealment of the fate or 

whereabouts of the disappeared person, which places such a person outside the protection of the 

law.” 

Enactment of a law for criminalising “enforced disappearance” in Pakistan is a long-standing 

demand of human rights bodies, especially Amnesty International and the Human Rights 

Commission of Pakistan. 

Enforced disappearances, which began several years ago in the backwaters of Balochistan and 

erstwhile Fata on the pretext of fighting terrorists and insurgents, have extended to major urban 

centres, including Islamabad, over the years. 

The Commission of Inquiry on Enforced Disappearances, established in March 2011, has 

managed to trace many of those missing, but activists claim it has failed in the second part of its 

mandate, that is, to identify and prosecute those perpetrating these abductions. 

Some rights activists estimate there still remain over 2,000 unresolved cases with the commission. 

Prisoners' details sought 

Mazari further said her ministry had sought the details from provinces of prisoners who 

remained in jail as they did not have the means to pay fines imposed on them. 

"Some prisoners are in jail in the country because they haven't paid fines and we have sought 

their details from provinces," she said, adding that the Ministry of Human Rights would pay fines 

on their behalf." 

"[Here], Maryam Nawaz gets bail, but some cases aren't concluded for years," the minister 

remarked. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 03, 2022 
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Cybercrime complaints 

HE FIA chief claimed this week that people’s confidence in law enforcement was 

increasing as cybercrime complaints in the last year topped 100,000. This appears to be a 

misplaced claim, as the number of complaints is just a fraction of Pakistan’s internet 

penetration which at about 18pc amounts to 36m people, and cellular use, too, which clocks in at 

over 180m users. The fact that the average number of complaints per month has doubled over 

four years points to this growth in internet and cellular coverage, and is more a testament of how 

fast the digital landscape is expanding rather than improved confidence in the force. 

There are a number of ways in which the FIA can gain the public’s trust in its cybercrime 

operations. But this involves true improvement in the FIA’s processes and inductions rather than 

mere cosmetic changes or numeric milestones. First and foremost, it is not enough that the FIA is 

inducting more women officers as part of its investigation teams. Though it is undoubtedly easier 

for female victims of cybercrime to interact with women officers, without quality and consistent 

gender-sensitive training, a gender-based increase alone in the workforce will not improve the 

experience of those who report crimes in the face of blackmail, pressure and guilt. Second, the 

FIA’s process for handling cybercrime complaints must be set in stone and be transparent, similar 

to police reports where the public know that FIRs precede court cases. The steps that follow after 

a complaint is lodged must be clearly defined, especially on their website. Of the approximately 

100,000 complaints filed last year, only about 15,000 passed the criteria for initiating inquiries. 

This means that the FIA has work to do when it comes to educating people about which 

complaints make it to the next step and how things proceed from there. It must also be clear that 

the process cannot be arbitrary and cannot be altered if there’s a change at the top in order to 

ensure justice and continuity. A critical component of Peca stipulates that the agency submit a 

half-yearly report to both houses of parliament for consideration. It is not clear whether 

parliamentarians are receiving these reports and performing their function of scrutinising them. 

It is not enough for the FIA to make big announcements about new wings and milestones, as the 

agency must strive to deliver justice and security to citizens in a transparent and consistent 

manner. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 4, 2022 
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Uzair Baloch acquitted in Rangers 

killing case for ‘lack of evidence’ 

 
Uzair Baloch, chief of the outlawed Peoples Amn Committee 

N antiterrorism court acquitted chief of the outlawed Peoples Amn Committee Uzair 

Baloch in a case pertaining to kidnapping and murder of two Rangers personnel in 2013. 

The Lyari gangster along with accused Sheikh Sher Muhammad was charged with 

ordering the latter to kill the paramilitary personnel in March 2013 within the jurisdiction of the 

Pak Colony police station. 

Uzair Baloch has been facing dozens of criminal cases pertaining to murder, kidnapping, 

extortion and terrorism pending before various sessions and antiterrorism courts in Karachi. 

Since January 2021, he has been acquitted in around 20 cases by the relevant courts. 

On Tuesday, the ATC-XVI judge, who conducted the trial in the judicial complex inside the 

central prison, pronounced his verdict reserved after recording evidence and final arguments 

from both sides. 

The judge noted that the prosecution had failed to prove the allegations against Uzair Baloch and 

Sher Muhammad. 

The court acquitted both of them due to ‘lack of evidence’, said the defence counsel. 
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The court also acquitted accused Sher Muhammad in two separate cases pertaining to allegedly 

possessing a licensed pistol of a slain Rangers personnel and a hand-grenade. 

The judge also directed prison authorities to release them forthwith if their custody was not 

required in any other case. 

However, Uzair Baloch cannot be released since he is facing trial in around 23 other criminal 

cases, his defence counsel Abid Zaman told Dawn. 

The order in the case was reserved on Dec 20, 2021 after seven years during which the trial 

remained suspended as the custody of Uzair Baloch was taken by the army. 

Three cases were registered under Sections 302 (premeditated murder) and 34 (common 

intention) of the Pakistan Penal Code read with the Section 7 (punishment for acts of terrorism) 

of the Anti-Terrorism Act, 1997 and Section 25-A of the Sindh Arms Act, 2013. 

According to the prosecution, Uzair Baloch had made a confessional statement before Judicial 

Magistrate Syed Imran Imam Zaidi under Section 164 of the criminal procedure code in 2016 

revealing the modus operandi of running alleged extortion rackets under the patronage of the 

Pakistan Peoples Party leadership and senior police officers. 

The prosecution said that Uzair purportedly stated that two Rangers personnel — Muneer 

Ahmed Bhutto and Aijaz Ahmed Baloch, who were on intelligence duty — were kidnapped from 

Lyari by Sheikh and later killed on the orders of Baloch. 

It said that the court had also recorded testimony of SSP Fida Hussain Janwari, who was the head 

of a joint investigation team that had grilled Baloch. 

The prosecution said that an official pistol belonging to a slain personnel was also recovered from 

Sher Muhammad, who had hidden the same in a graveyard. 

Rangers special prosecutor Chaudhry Mehmood claimed that there was sufficient material as 

well as ocular evidence available to establish the role of both the accused with the double murder. 

He pleaded the court to punish the accused in accordance with the law. 

However, in his statement under Section 342 of CrPC Uzair Baloch had claimed that he never 

made any confession, thus the alleged confessional statements attributed to him were managed 

to harm his reputation as well as of the PPP. 

Sher Muhammad had also denied the allegations and claimed his innocence in the present case. 

Defence counsel Zaman argued that the prosecution had produced the purported confessional 

statements before a judicial magistrate and a JIT to falsely connect his client with the 

commissioning of the double murder of the paramilitary personnel. 

He said the prosecution failed to establish its claim as there was no concrete evidence to establish 

his role in the alleged offence. The counsel said co-accused Sheikh Muhammad purportedly 



DIGEST JANUARY 2022 
 

  28  
 

belonged to the Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) while Uzair Baloch had no association with 

this political party. 

Defence counsel Muhammad Jiwani argued that the law enforcers had picked up Sher 

Muhammad from his house and a constitutional petition about his illegal detention was filed 

with the Sindh High Court by his family. 

He added that around 11 days after he went missing the Rangers had shown recovery of an 

official pistol belonging to one of the slain personnel from a graveyard on a lead provided by Sher 

Muhammad. 

He argued that such a recovery was false since his client was believed to be in the custody of the 

law enforcers during such period. 

He further argued that the prosecution had failed to examine any private witness in the present 

case, as all the witnesses were official witnesses. 

Rangers had announced the arrest of Baloch in a raid on the outskirts of Karachi in January 2016. 

Some reports said that he was arrested earlier from Dubai with the help of Interpol. 

Later, the army had taken over his custody for a trial in an espionage case and a military court 

had awarded him 12-year imprisonment for spying for Iranian intelligence agencies. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 5, 2022 
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FIA issues notice to crypto exchange 

Binance in multi-million dollar scam 

HE Federal Investigation Agency's (FIA) Cyber Crime Wing (Sindh) said on Friday that it 

had issued a notice to an official from Binance, a popular cryptocurrency exchange, while 

investigating a multi-million-dollar scam. 

In a press release, the FIA said that the Cyber Crime Wing had issued an order of attendance to 

Hamza Khan, the general manager/growth analyst at Binance Pakistan, to explain his position 

on the company's linkage to "fraudulent online investment mobile applications". 

"A relevant questionnaire has also been sent to [the] Binance Headquarters [in] Cayman Islands 

and Binance US to explain the same," the handout said. 

The agency said that many online investment frauds were operating in Pakistan on the pattern of 

Ponzi schemes where investors were promised high returns on their investment if they brought 

in more clients. 

"These schemes benefit old clients at the cost of new clients and ultimately disappear when they 

have made [a] substantial capital base worth billions of rupees," the handout said. 

The FIA further added that on Dec 20, 2021, people from all over the country contacted the agency 

and said that at least 11 mobile apps had stopped working and had "defrauded people of billions 

of rupees". 

These apps were identified as MCX, HFC, HTFOX, FXCOPY, OKIMINI, BB001, AVG86C, BX66, 

UG, TASKTOK and 91fp. 

"The modus operandi of these applications was to ask people for registration at Binance Crypto 

Exchange (Binance Holdings Limited) [...] the next step was to transfer money from the Binance 

Wallet to the account of that particular application. 

"At the same time, all the members of the group were added in groups on Telegram where so-

called expert betting signals, on the rise and fall of Bitcoin, were given by the anonymous owner 

of the application and admins of the Telegram groups," the FIA press release said. 

These apps crashed once a considerable capital base was established, robbing people of millions 

of dollars through the "referral bonus process", it added. 

The FIA said that according to the initial findings, each application had an average of 5,000 

customers with HFC reporting the maximum number of customers at 30,000. 
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"The reported range of investment per person was from $100 to $80,000 with an estimated average 

of $2,000 per person thus making estimated scam stand at nearly $100m," the agency said. 

It added that necessary steps had been taken "to reach the root of this scam", including the "debit 

block" of all Pakistani bank accounts linked to such apps. 

It said authorities at Telegram were being contacted to provide the whereabouts of the admins of 

the fraudulent apps. "Social media influencers promoting these apps are being served with legal 

notices to explain their point of contact with the apps," the agency said. 

"At least 26 suspect blockchain wallet addresses (Binance wallet address) have been identified 

where fraudulent amount may have been transferred. A letter has been written to Binance 

Holdings Limited to give the details of these blockchain wallet accounts as well as to debit block 

them," the statement said. 

"Binance has been asked to provide with conditions, official supporting documents, integration 

mechanism of these API’s (applications) with Binance," it added. 

The FIA also stated that Binance was the "largest unregulated virtual currency exchange" where 

Pakistanis had invested millions of dollars. 

"FIA Cyber Crime Sindh has started steps towards keeping a close eye on peer-to-peer 

transactions done by Pakistanis on Binance to curb the menace of terror-financing and money 

laundering as Binance is the largest easy-to-go platform facilitating such activities." 

The FIA said that it expected Binance to adopt a "liberal and swift approach" in helping Pakistan 

track financial crimes. 

"In case of non-compliance, FIA Cyber Crime will be justified to recommend financial penalties 

on Binance through the State Bank of Pakistan," the handout said. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 07, 2022 
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IHC orders demolition of navy’s 

farmhouses, sailing club in capital 

 
 Pakistan Navy’s sailing club in Islamabad 

• Ex-naval chief among officials facing criminal proceedings 

• Implementation commission to assess environmental damage 

• Court says commercial, real estate ventures by armed forces ‘definitely not in public interest’ 

ECLARING the Pakistan Navy’s sailing club and farmhouses constructed on the 

national park land illegal, the Islamabad High Court (IHC) ordered their demolition and 

issued directions to initiate criminal proceedings against former naval chief Zafar 

Mehmud Abbasi and other officials for approving the illegal constructions. 

In a 45-page judgement, IHC Chief Justice Athar Minallah ordered the Capital Development 

Authority (CDA) to take over the naval farmhouses, saying that navy had “trespassed on the land 

situated on the embankment of Rawal Lake, and that too in a protected national park area”. 
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It noted that the club building “shall not be regularized in any manner for having been illegally 

constructed in an ecologically sensitive area in violation of the mandatory provisions.” 

The court also declared that the occupation of the land was “illegal, without lawful authority and 

jurisdiction”. 

The navy has been ordered to cease all its activities on Rawal Lake and hand over the land to the 

Small Dams Organisation, while the court ordered the Islamabad Wildlife Management Board to 

restore the natural habitat in the lake’s surroundings. 

The court also appointed environmental law expert Dr Pervaiz Hassan as a one-person 

Implementation Commission to give effect to the Environment Commission’s recommendations 

regarding Rawal Lake and to investigate the environmental damage caused. 

In addition, the auditor general has been directed to “conduct a forensic audit of PN Farms and 

Sailing Club to ascertain the loss caused to the exchequer, which shall be recovered from the 

officers found responsible for committing illegalities in relation to the respective ventures.” 

In its verdict, the court noted that “the engagement of the armed forces in an activity which is a 

transgression from the constitutional mandate e.g., undertaking commercial or real estate 

ventures etc. is definitely not in the public interest. Its coercive power, strength and discipline can 

only be used for the restricted functions prescribed under the Constitution rather than using these 

characteristics to enforce its will on the people that created it.” 

“Engaging in such undertakings, on the one hand, compromises the professionalism, integrity, 

cohesion of the Armed Forces while on the other it weakens the civilian institutions and becomes 

a cause for distraction from the core function. It damages the relationship of the Armed Forces 

with the people and the society,” the verdict noted. 

The verdict was issued on a petition filed in the year 2020 by a citizen against the construction of 

the navy club and denial of citizens’ access to the lake. 

The club was first sealed by the court in July 2020 after CDA and navy failed to provide a plausible 

justification for the construction of such a structure on the banks of a water reservoir. However, 

non-commercial activities were later allowed at the facility. 

In a written response in Aug 2020, former naval chief Zafar Mehmud Abbasi had claimed that 

the facility on the banks of Rawal Lake was “neither a club in the traditional sense nor is it a 

commercial enterprise”, maintaining that it a sports facility that had been established on the 

federal government’s directive after obtaining approval of environmental experts. 

In the verdict, the IHC chief justice noted that the two ventures, PN Farms and the PN Sailing 

Club were directly or indirectly undertaken by the navy illegally and executed in violation of the 

enforced law. Criticising the role of civic agencies such as CDA and the Environmental Protection 

Agency, the judgement noted: “The relevant authorities and regulators looked the other way and 

felt satisfied with the issuance of notices as a mere formality.” 
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“The Secretary, Cabinet Division shall place the copies of this judgment before the worthy Prime 

Minister and members of the Cabinet i.e., the Federal Government. The latter shall take measures 

for ensuring restoration of rule of law and strict implementation of the enforced laws within the 

1400 square mile area of the Islamabad Capital Territory”, the court order stated. 

The court termed it an irony of fate that “the chief of naval staff and one of the branches of the 

armed forces i.e., the Pakistan Navy were involved in violating the enforced laws and 

transgressions from the mandate prescribed under the supreme law of the country, the 

Constitution”. 

“The most disturbing factor was the conflict created by one of the branches of the Armed Forces 

with the society and its citizens. Any such conflict is intolerable in a society governed under the 

Constitution,” the order said. 

According to the verdict, “The execution of the two ventures, PN Farms and the Sailing Club, is 

a classic example of the non- existence of rule of law.” 

Through the order, the court declared that the mutation of land in the name of an office of the 

headquarters of the Pakistan Navy was unconstitutional, illegal and in violation of the law adding 

that its ownership of the land would be dealt with by the federal government as mandated under 

Article 173 of the Constitution. 

The IHC chief justice also declared the No-Objection Certificate (NOC) issued for construction 

within the naval headquarters land as illegal and directed CDA to take over the land covered 

under the purported NOC. 

The verdict also singles out the then-naval chief, Admiral (retired) Zafar Mehmud Abbasi, saying 

that he “violated his oath and transgressed his constitutional duty by inaugurating an illegal 

building on encroached land in violation of the Act of 1997 and the Ordinance of 1960… [Admiral 

Abbasi and] other officers involved in the illegal construction and inauguration of the sailing club 

have made themselves liable to criminal proceedings.” 

The order directed competent authorities to ensure that criminal proceedings are initiated against 

them forthwith, saying “The federal government shall proceed against Admiral Zafar Mehmud 

Abbasi under the Ordinance of 1961 for acts and omissions amounting to misconduct on his part.” 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 8, 2022 
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Senate panel holds in-camera session on 

security policy briefing 

 
A view of the Senate Defence Committee meeting 

ATIONAL SECURITY Adviser Dr Moeed Yusuf briefed the Senate Defence Committee 

on specific features and key components of the National Security Policy. 

During the in-camera meeting at the parliament house, he briefed the committee on the 

process of policy formulation, which was started in 2014 when the National Security Division 

was created. 

“Over the last seven years, an inter-governmental consultation process was undertaken with 

federal ministries, provincial governments and all other stakeholders. Consultations were also 

held with academics, university students, independent policy experts and other members of civil 

society,” says a press release issued by the Senate Secretariat. 

Dr Yusuf said the Nati­onal Security Policy was built on existing government policies and 

provided an overall umbrella document to guide future policy direction in areas that impacted 

national security. 
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“It also examines opportunities and challenges in a fluid global environment and prioritises 

policy actions for implementation. Impor­tantly, it contains an annual review when a new 

government comes into place to ensure policy continuity and build flexibility on national security 

issues,” he said. 

The adviser said the policy placed economic security as the core of comprehensive security 

because it was recognised that only through increasing prosperity of the citizens and the overall 

national resources, Pakistan could invest more in strengthening human security and traditional 

security. 

The committee welcomed the policy as a good first step, which was built on the work on national 

security done by previous governments. 

The committee’s chairman Mushahid Hussain Sayed said that in the “wake of chan­ging global 

scenario, the national security cannot be defined in terms of military might rather it should 

revolve around hu­man security challenges such as health, population management, the 

pandemic, climate change, food security, water scarcity and education”. 

He underlined that Kashmir issue and the nuclear programme were at the center of Pakistan’s 

core national interests and these should be promoted and protected. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 8, 2022 
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Debating seniority 

T is a moment to celebrate. Justice Ayesha A. Malik’s nomination to the Supreme Court marks 

the first time in our history that a woman judge has been approved for elevation to the highest 

court in the land. Among the judgements she has authored as a judge of the Lahore High 

Court is the landmark verdict that declared the two-finger ‘virginity’ test as “illegal and against 

the Constitution” — an indictment of a system that subjected rape victims to additional distress 

and humiliation. Justice Malik’s competence in other areas of the law has also been hailed. But 

for many activists, what counts most is the hope she personifies as a woman judge who would 

be able to empathise more deeply than her male colleagues with the hardships and trauma faced 

by women seeking justice. 

Secondly, in a country which last year ranked third from the bottom in terms of male-female 

parity, the Judicial Commission of Pakistan’s vote in her favour can also be seen as a step towards 

gender equality in the highest echelons of the judiciary itself. With Pakistan approaching the 75th 

anniversary of its birth, this fundamental right has been long overdue. 

But it has not been smooth sailing. And the ‘impediment’ — the principle of seniority — merits a 

serious discussion by all stakeholders. Justice Malik’s nomination was rejected last September 

due to a lack of consensus in the JCP. This year too the vote in her favour was razor-thin: 5-4. The 

opposition to her proposed appointment has not been without reason and has to led to calls for 

protests and boycotts by several lawyers including bar councils. 

Justice Malik is the fourth most senior judge at the Lahore High Court, and her nomination is 

being seen as an out-of-turn promotion. Similar controversy had been stirred when Justice 

Muhammad Ali Mazhar, a relatively junior judge at the Sindh High Court, was appointed to the 

Supreme Court last year after the JCP voted 5-4 in his favour too. There have been several other 

cases where the seniority standard has been bypassed.  

One of the judges that opposed the nominations of both Justice Malik and Justice Mazhar was 

Justice Faez Isa. In a recent letter to the chief justice of Pakistan, Justice Isa stated: “Once the 

nomination and selection criteria are determined, it will help dispel misgivings that arbitrariness 

in the selection process holds sway.” There is much logic to what is essentially Justice Isa’s call 

for transparency in judicial appointments.But that task, as previously suggested by senior 

lawyers, cannot be achieved without the input of those representing the legal system, parliament 

and civil society as well as others. It is only by establishing in clear terms what qualifies a judge 

for a higher position, and how one judge is more qualified than the other, that controversies will 

disappear and nominations such as Justice Malik’s can be celebrated without reservations. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 8, 2022 
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Heal the nation 

FAHD HUSAIN 

HERE is no way to sugarcoat the bitter fact that we are a society at war with itself. As 

2022 slumbers into its second week, there are no indications that this warring is about 

to give way to healing. The hate, yes it’s still intensifying; the polarisation, yes it’s still 

widening; and the venom, yes it’s still spreading. In the process, we have witnessed the 

death of civility, the debasement of discourse and the dilution of values. This society is 

bleeding from a thousand self-inflicted cuts. 

The self-harm was premeditated. Or at worst, it was the unintended consequence of premeditated 

plans. Those aghast at the leaks of audios and videos should not be. This was bound to happen. 

When you climb up the escalatory ladder, laws get trampled on every rung. So does decency. 

And social mores. From there on, it is a natural regression towards mediaevalism while clutching 

the trappings of modernity. Today’s Pakistani society is more divided than it has been the last 

five decades. This division is not measured in intensity — we’ve had polarisation as a continuum 

within our political evolution — but in the depth to which it has ruptured the fabric of society. 

The poison has seeped deep and will not go away even if those injecting it do so. When leaders 

cannot work with leaders, and followers cannot converse with followers, know that malignancy 

has infected the body politic down to its tissues and muscles. 

It has also created superficial and superfluous binaries and impeded the flow of organic social, 

political and even cultural evolution. When your national discourse embraces blacks and whites 

and banishes the greys; when it frames politics as an epic struggle between good and evil and 

leaders as heroes and villains; and when the logic of loathing begins to twist and bend the 

requirements of due process — when all of this happens then know this: the system that governs 

us all is creaking at the joints, and the norms that bind us all are bleeding through all pores. 

For a constitutional state this state of affairs is unnatural. And unsustainable. Sooner or later the 

framework that holds everything together — the deference and reverence for law and for 

institutions that administer the law — will begin to sag under the growing weight of mutual 

revulsion and disgust. The tribal instinct will overpower the constraints of jurisprudence and 

statecraft and force people to submit to this frightening reality. In some ways, this has already 

happened. The rot is not just around us, but also inside us. 

Ask yourself this: can you today analyse the state of affairs in the homeland with rationality and 

without the crutches of emotion? Are you losing the ability to sift right from wrong without 

resorting to justifications that are dangerously convenient? The answers may surprise you. And 

shock you. 
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How then can a society bruised and battered by its own hands nurse itself back to health? 

The answer seems impossible to find in a polity that has straitjacketed itself in a zero-sum game. 

It is a game in which destroying the rival, not just defeating him, is the priority. That’s not 

possible. The last few years have illustrated this with ample evidence. Time is gradually bringing 

the greys back into the black and white framing of life. Pakistanis hypnotised by the falsity of 

their own hopes are slowly rubbing their eyes in realisation that there are no heroes and villains 

but a long line of flawed men and women trying their best to rise to their level of mediocrity. The 

inadequacies of the system are swiftly catching up with the inability of those wanting to run it. 

The gap between the expectations of the citizens and the ability of the leaders to deliver upon 

them is widening by the day. The magic is wearing off. 

Pettiness of intent, and of rhetoric, is hard to disguise for long. If the last few years have taught 

us anything it is that there are no shortcuts to capable governance and statecraft. Frivolity in the 

exercise of power can often do more damage than the abuse of it. If healing has to begin, it has do 

to so by acknowledging that politics and governance needs to return to the framework of process, 

procedure and proper policy planning; and that it has to be conducted not as a zero-sum game 

but as a complex enterprise in which checks and balances are an essential ingredient, not an 

inconvenient hindrance. 

We are weakened today because we have debased the fundamentals of statecraft. A low-trust 

society cannot afford to barter away trust for political one-upmanship. The accountability process 

is in tatters because this is exactly what we have bartered. So is the weakened criminal justice 

system because of its increasing inability to investigate, prosecute and convict via a process that 

builds trust, not cripples it. 

It does not inspire confidence when you conduct an experiment and blow up the lab. Having 

romanced with glorious intentions and charismatic saviours, it is time perhaps to return to the 

dullness of politics that promises less and delivers more. We could do with the tediousness of 

governance and the boredom of statecraft. There is work to be done. Becoming normal again will 

not be easy. Contrary to popular opinion, there is no shortcut to healing a ruptured society and 

disinfecting a poisonous discourse. We need a timeout. All may have to put down their swords, 

sling back their shields and retreat to their tents for the night. Or two nights. The damage has to 

be reviewed, the wounded have to be treated and the dead have to be buried. It is time to hunker 

down and rebuild our defences; to sharpen the blades and repair the ramparts; and to pore over 

battle plans and craft a new strategy for victory. 

There will be a time for swashbuckling heroes and heroines, but now is not that time; there will 

be a time for grandiloquent politics and soaring rhetoric, but now is not that time; and there will 

be a time for saviours to whisk us away to the land of our dreams, but now is not that time. 

Now is a time to heal. Just heal. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 8, 2022  
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Triumph of merit 

USTICE AYESHA A MALIK’s elevation to the Supreme Court of Pakistan as the first female 

judge is a triumph of merit. The Judicial Commission of Pakistan, while setting aside the 

reservations pertaining to the so-called seniority bane, has set a great precedent. It is a good 

omen in strategising competence and is most welcome. This will not only help talent mushroom 

to its maximum but also set a convention of social mobility in state services on the basis of 

performance. At the same time, Justice Ayesha deserves to be complimented for logging in a new 

episode in women’s empowerment. In a patriarchal society of ours, it is an outstanding 

achievement. 

Justice Ayesha from the Lahore High Court brings with her a distinguished career, and is a 

thinking jurisprudent. Apart from being a legal expert, she is also a celebrated writer and tutor. 

The JCP’s approval of her appointment to the apex court with a majority vote on Thursday, and 

that too after an even verdict in her case last year, has confirmed her indispensability to the high 

office. The honourable bench has expressed its confidence in her credentials and candidature, and 

the popular sentiment must be respected. 

Chief Justice of Pakistan Justice Gulzar Ahmed’s role is commendable, as he gracefully 

deliberated with the dissent opinion in the legal fraternity. It’s time for jurists, lawyers and bar 

council members to bow down in humility and let decency rule the roost. No point in indulging 

in a diatribe over the seniority myth. By the way, there is no mention in the Constitution to 

appoint the senior most judge to the Supreme Court. Thus, let competence and credibility stand 

acknowledged over flimsy assumptions. 

Judges have been elevated to the apex court umpteenth times in the past, and the bogey of ‘being 

most senior’ was untenable. Seniority, provisionally and customarily, is implied to establish 

excellence of purpose in professionalism. Let that be the case. The euphoria in the civil society’s 

rank and file over Justice Ayesha’s elevation is worth appreciating. It testifies that the people at 

large want evolution of merit. The exclusivity of women’s prowess, moreover, is a shot in the 

arm. 

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, JANUARY 8, 2022. 
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55 journalists, four Pakistanis among 

them, killed last year 

IFTY-FIVE journalists and media professionals were killed last year, with nearly nine in 10 

killings since 2006 still unresolved, the latest UN data showed. 

Women journalists continue to be particularly at risk as they also have to face “a shocking 

prevalence of harassment online”, said the report released in New York on Thursday. 

The UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Orga­nisation (Unesco), which collected the data, 

stated that nearly three-quarters of female media professionals surveyed had experienced online 

violence linked to their work. According to the report, 1,490 journalists have been killed across 

the globe since 1993, including in places like Britain and the United States of America where seven 

journalists were killed during this period. Two journalists were killed in Britain in 2019. 

In Pakistan, 85 journalists have been killed since 1993, including four killed in 2021. In India, 52 

journalists have been killed since 1993, five in 2021. 

Eighty-one journalists have been killed in Afghanistan since 1993 and eight in 2021. Twenty-four 

journalists have been killed in Bangladesh, two in 2021. 

“Once again in 2021, far too many journalists paid the ultimate price to bring truth to light,” 

Unesco Director General Audrey Azoulay said in a statement issued in New York. 

“Right now, the world needs independent, factual information more than ever. We must do more 

to ensure that those who work tirelessly to provide this can do so without fear,” she added. The 

majority of deaths in 2021 took place in just two regions — the Asia-Pacific, with 23 killings, and 

Latin America and the Caribbean, with 14. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 8, 2022 
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Another cop martyred in Lakki Marwat 

attack 

 

ET another policeman has been shot dead in Lakki Marwat district of Khyber-

Pakhtunkhwa (K-P) 

Police told The Express Tribune that Constable Abdur Rehman was a resident of Lakki 

Marwat district but he was deployed at Razmak, North Waziristan tribal district and 

he was on leave currently. 

He was posted in Counter-Terrorism Department (CTD) in North Waziristan and was in his home 

district on leave. 

“On Friday he went to the market to buy groceries where he was attacked,” said police. 

“He was a resident of Shamdo village in Lakki Marwat and at Bagh Chowk when unknown bike 

riders opened fire at him, killing him on the spot,” said an official, adding that the attackers 

managed to escape after committing the crime. 

The constable was rushed to the hospital where doctors confirmed his death. 

“This is terrorism and a targeted attack without any doubt as he had no personal feud,” he said. 

The last rites of the slain constable were offered at Lakki Police Lines with full guard of honour 

Friday and the coffin was sent to the ancestral graveyard for burial. 
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Police officers attended the last rites. 

It is to be noted here that last Saturday a police muharar ASI Asghar Khan was gunned down 

near New Sabzi Mandi in Bannu district as attacks at police have intensified suddenly in recent 

months in Lakki Marwat, Bannu, DI Khan, Peshawar, Karak, Charsadda, North Waziristan, 

Nowshera, Mardan and Swabi. 

Police sees last year’s fall of Kabul to Taliban as the main trigger behind the unrest in K-P as 

Taliban freed all the militants imprisoned in the Afghan jails. 

“The dramatic and swift takeover of the entire Afghanistan by Taliban forces has provided a 

much needed morale boost to the Pakistani militants too. They now face no restrictions of 

movement in the war-torn country like in the past and they are now using all their energies in 

staging these attacks,” said an official. 

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, JANUARY 8, 2022. 
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Policy & practice disconnect 

MUHAMMAD AMIR RANA 

AKISTAN doesn’t lack the imagination to envision the emerging threats and challenges 

but hardly changes its conduct, which has created a disconnect between policy and 

practice. For instance, state institutions were cognisant of the consequences of the Taliban 

takeover of Afghanistan, but they largely failed to evolve any preventive or counter mechanism. 

Many had projected that the Taliban will not hand over the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) 

terrorists to Pakistan. But instead of devising a proactive strategy to mitigate the impending risks, 

Pakistan chose to rely on the conventional thinking that peace talks with the militants may work. 

Having failed on multiple counts in the past, the strategy was not going to deliver different results 

this time around. Instead, it has seemingly given a boost to the confidence of the TTP leaders who 

might be expecting similar treatment from Pakistan as the US offered to the Afghan Taliban. 

Secondly, Pakistan was fencing the border with Afghanistan mainly to give a virtual Durand Line 

the appearance of a permanent border, prevent terrorist intrusions, and slow down the refugee 

influx if the crisis next door deepens. The fence needed a policy and bilateral understanding or a 

joint mechanism with Kabul, irrespective of who ruled Afghanistan. Now, when the Taliban 

regime has rejected the idea of the fence, state institutions are once again trying to pacify them, 

merely for damage control, rather than initiating a discourse on evolving a joint border 

coordination and control mechanism. 

Thirdly, the country’s emerging militant landscape, mainly in the context of the events and 

developments across the western border, and how Pakistan is prepared to deal with it further 

exacerbates the disconnect under discussion. Think tanks working on internal security issues 

have been continuously warning about the possible fallout of the situation in Afghanistan. The 

more than 40 per cent reported increase in terrorist violence in Pakistan in 2021, compared with 

2020, has vindicated these concerns. While the government and security forces have their own 

reasons to be confident in their ability to deal with the threat, independent observers believe that 

persisting factors and dynamics of religious extremism and radicalism — which feed into 

terrorism — will keep compounding the challenge. The cited upsurge in acts of terrorism by 

violent extremist groups, growing incidents of faith-based mob violence, protests by the Tehreek-

i-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP) workers and their clashes with security forces are just a few indicators 

from last year. Similarly, despite extensive military operations, networks of militant groups have 

not been fully eliminated from Pakistan, which is evident from continuing terrorist attacks mainly 

in Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and sporadically in Karachi and Punjab. These groups 

could be emboldened by the Taliban regime in one way or another to step up their violence. 
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To counter these threats, the state has also initiated certain policymaking processes, but none of 

the policy frameworks has changed the practices of the state institutions. In 2021, the government 

revised the 20-point NAP to an abridged version of 14 points. While many clauses have been 

retained as such from the original draft, some have been amended, and a couple of new ones have 

been included in the revised plan. However, no clause talks about negotiations with terrorists 

that the state has initiated with the TTP. Similarly, the National Counter Terrorism Authority 

(NACTA) has submitted another draft of the National [TQ1] Counter Violent Extremism Policy 

to the Ministry of Interior. The policy comprehensively chalks out the plan for countering violent 

threats triggered by extremism, but none of its clauses endorses reconciliation with the TTP, 

which has become a major threat to social cohesion and internal security. Though one clause in 

both the original and revised NAP endorses reconciliation in Balochistan, it does not elaborate 

with whom the state will reconcile — the separatist groups fighting on the ground or the exiled 

nationalist leaders who are waiting for a better deal from the state? Apparently, instead of 

initiating an effective reconciliation process, the government’s exclusive focus appears set on the 

Peaceful Balochistan Programme, which entails providing financial and rehabilitation support to 

the Baloch insurgents surrendering before the authorities and quitting violence. 

The federal government also approved the country’s so-called first-ever and very secretive 

National Security Policy (2022-26) last year. As the full details of the NSP are not yet known, one 

can assume it may contain the real policy which is in practice, especially about the negotiations 

with terrorists and extremists. The state institutions might have calculated the strategic and 

political advantages of the Taliban regime in Kabul, but they also need to evaluate the 

implications for Pakistan’s internal security and impact on society. The Afghan situation will bear 

upon Pakistan in many ways. First, a protracted conflict and insecurity in Afghanistan, as being 

projected by many, will affect Pakistan’s border security as well as the militant landscape in its 

bordering areas in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan provinces. 

Secondly, the fight between the IS-K and Taliban has already entered Pakistan where the former 

has carried out multiple attacks in recent years on alleged Afghan Taliban members and religious 

scholars in Balochistan and KP purportedly ‘linked’ with them. Thirdly, the Afghan situation is 

weighing heavily on Pakistan’s efforts to pursue ‘economic diplomacy’ in the world; it is also 

affecting Pakistan’s efforts to connect with emerging regional geo-economics, mainly due to 

persisting insecurity and political volatility caused by the Afghan situation. Fourthly, matters as 

they stand in Afghanistan now are not in any way helping Pakistan’s efforts to deal with the 

militant groups threatening its security such as the TTP. 

State institutions have an urgent task at hand to reduce the gaps in policy and practice, but more 

essentially, they have to expand their practices to counter the emerging threats. Perhaps, more 

than broad-brush NAP and NSP, Pakistan needs to devise a clear and precise ‘Taliban policy’ and 

similar policies about groups like the TTP and TLP. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 9, 2022 
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Taliban misogyny 

HAT many Afghan women had feared would happen to them under the 

ultraconservative Taliban rule in their country is coming to pass. Every few days there 

is a new restriction, each one going a step further in erasing women from public life, 

robbing them of their agency and reducing them to a collective category of nameless, voiceless 

beings. In the latest move, the religious police have put up posters — carrying images of the all-

enveloping burqa — across Kabul ordering women to cover up. A ministry spokesman claimed 

that non-compliance with the directive would not result in punishment, but it is clear that an 

environment of fear and oppression is being created to force women to conform. Since the Taliban 

stormed back into power in August 2021, they have imposed a ban of sorts on girls’ secondary 

education (though some schools in a few provinces have reportedly reopened following 

negotiations with local authorities) until, they say, “a new education policy” is unveiled. Most 

working women, in a war-ravaged country of widows, have been told to stay home. In late 

December, the Ministry for the Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice announced that 

women would not be allowed to travel long distances by road unless accompanied by a close 

male relative. 

Two decades separate the first Taliban regime, ousted in December 2001 by US-led forces, and its 

second iteration. While the intervening years may have seen them hone their skills at diplomacy 

— including doublespeak about women — the Taliban’s misogyny and their fanatical zeal to 

excise women from everyday life remain intact. At times, this urge can assume macabre forms. A 

few days ago, a video clip that went viral on social media showed men sawing off the heads of 

plastic mannequins, reportedly in response to orders issued to shopkeepers by Taliban authorities 

in western Afghanistan. One can scarcely imagine the despair of millions of women in 

Afghanistan who are being pushed back into a nightmare that they perhaps never thought would 

revisit them. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 9, 2022 

  

W 



DIGEST JANUARY 2022 
 

  46  
 

Minorities councillors concerned at 

alarming increase in forced conversions 

 
Punjab Minister for Human Rights and Minorities Affairs Ijaz Alam Augustine (C) speaks at the convention 

of the minorities councillors in Lahore  

HE MINORITIES councillors have demanded the administration and legislators to take 

concrete steps on forced conversions and blasphemy law issues. Expressing their concerns 

at alarming increase in the cases of forced conversions (of religion), they said 15 cases of 

forced conversions were reported in 2020 and the number rose to 60 in 2021. 

“Around 70 percent of people who were converted forcibly were under 18 years of age in 2021,” 

they alleged. They were participating in a convention of the minorities councillors held at a local 

hotel on Saturday. Punjab Minister for Human Rights and Minorities Affairs Ijaz Alam Augustine 

was the chief guest. 

The councillors demanded measures to stop the forced conversions and that the matter should 

be taken on humanitarian grounds. They said a parliamentary committee in the National 

Assembly was authorised to draft a bill on forced conversions in 2019 and the draft was finalised 

but the members, including minorities’ representatives also, did not fix the age of conversion to 

18 years. 
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The councillors demanded fixing the minimum age of 18 years for anyone who wanted to change 

religion and an additional session judge should also be given authority to interview the person 

who wanted to convert in seven days to check whether he/she was willfully changing religion or 

was being forced to do so. 

“The judge should also depute any religious scholar and give 90 days to the complainant and 

later they should issue a religious conversion certificate,” the participants said and added that if 

the judge found that the person was being forced to convert, then the person involved in the crime 

should be punished for five to 10 years rigorous punishment. 

They said the recent forced conversion bill was not drafted according to the aspirations of the 

minorities and they would reject it. 

The councillors also demanded inclusion of their suggestions in devising development schemes 

and sanctioning funds for the minority communities. 

The participants demanded the local government representatives of the minorities should also be 

given access to the record of birth and death while women representation on minority seats 

should also be increased. They said the local governments should devise development schemes 

for the minorities and their representatives should be given appropriate funds for them. 

They urged the provincial governments, political parties and minority representatives to devise 

strategies to ensure representation of the minorities in decision-making bodies. 

They demanded the government should also ensure provision of employment and education 

quota and conducted a consensus of the minorities. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 9, 2022 
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57 women killed in Balochistan in 2021 

 
 

OMEN in the tribal society of Balochistan are not new to violence including rape, 

murder and domestic violence and the year 2021 was also not kind to them as around 

49 cases of honour killing were reported across the province. 

In total 129 cases of violence were recorded against women, says a report issued by the Aurat 

Foundation Balochsitan. 

As per the report the provincial capital Quetta is on the top of the list as out of 129, the largest 

number of cases were recorded in Quetta. 

There were 33 incidents of violence including 12 torture cases, three rape cases and two honour 

killing cases in Quetta last year. 

Four cases of sexual harassment also occurred there. In 78 cases women were killed brutally 

including 49 honour killing cases and 29 other incidents in which women lost their lives. 

After the murder, torture was the most widespread crime against women in the province with 28 

cases reported. 

Most of the honour killing cases were reported in Naseerabad district as 27 incidents occurred in 

this district alone. 
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Naseerabad was followed by Jaffarabad and Mastung with five cases each. Two cases each were 

reported from Zhob and Quetta districts and two from Kalat and Kohlu each. 

Unfortunately, Quetta was on the top of the torture case with 12 incidents. Eight cases of murder 

of women were also reported from the capital city of Quetta, four from Lasbella and three from 

Khuzdar. 

By the same token, across Balochistan 57 women and 21 men were murdered last year in a total 

78 cases. 

Around 28 women also lost lives to honour killing as in most cases girls were killed while their 

suitors were spared by the tribal Jirga. 

It is worth noting here that these are only those cases reported in the media. A large number of 

cases are not reported to even police and very few of them are covered by media. 

The report indicates that eight kidnapping cases of women also took place in the province along 

with five cases of rape and gang rape. 

Talking to The Express Tribune Resident Director Aurat Foundation Allaudin Khilji said that the 

increasing number of violence cases again women is unfortunate. 

“What is worrisome is that women are killed in the parts of Balochistan in the name of bad 

character and men are left alive and this custom has taken roots in the past few years,” he said, 

adding that it points all fingers to the traditional Jirga system which has turned the honour killing 

into a trade. 

“Men are often produced before the Jirga for having a relationship with girls and they are often 

spared and asked to pay large fines in return,” he added, saying that tribal elders, intellectuals, 

parliamentarians and civil society should play its role in changing this situation. 

“Women were killed in the name of honour, Karo Kari, raped, gang-raped, abducted and targeted 

in domestic violence cases across Balochistan,” he said, adding that women are treated with 

violence every in this province and country. 

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, JANUARY 09, 2022 
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Six Islamic State men killed in Quetta: 

CTD 

T least six suspected terrorists belonging to the militant Islamic State (IS) group were 

killed during an operation conducted by the counterterrorism department (CTD) in the 

Eastern Bypass area. 

In a statement , a CTD spokesman said there was a heavy exchange of fire during the intelligence-

based operation conducted on information about the presence in the area of the militants. The 

CTD also seized arms, ammunition and explosive material from a house being used by the 

members of the banned outfit as their hideout. 

A “huge terrorism plan” of IS had been averted in Quetta, the spokesman said. The operation 

was conducted by Balochistan’s CTD in Quetta district in the jurisdiction of Manzoor Shaheed 

police station, he added. 

The CTD said it acted on information provided by a source that an IS member named, Asghar 

Samalani, having head money of Rs2 million in the department’s Red Book, was present along 

with other militants in the general area of QDA graveyard on Quetta’s Eastern Bypass. “They 

were moving to attack a sensitive installation in Quetta. On receiving the information, a CTD 

team reached the place and intercepted the terrorists,” the spokesman said. 

The militants were asked to surrender by the CTD personnel, but they started firing 

indiscriminately and lobbed grenades. A shootout ensued in which six IS men, including 

Sumalani, were killed while four to five others managed to escape taking the benefit of darkness. 

Efforts were being made to identify the remaining IS members, the spokesman said. An FIR has 

also been lodged at a CTD police station in Quetta. 

Things recovered by the CTD included an improvised explosive device, three submachine guns 

with 200 rounds, two 9mm pistols with 47 rounds, a hand grenade and two motorcycles. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 10, 2022 

  

A 



DIGEST JANUARY 2022 
 

  51  
 

IHC verdict 

HE Islamabad High Court has in a landmark judgement declared a navy club built on 

public land in the federal capital as illegal and ordered its demolition. The court has also 

ordered criminal proceedings against a former naval chief for authorising the project. 

This judgement has set an important precedent in a country that continues to endure the menace 

of land-grabbing both by powerful mafias as well government organisations. The construction of 

the club by the navy near Rawal Lake is an instance of brazen misuse of authority validated 

dubiously by relevant civic agencies despite the fact that it is located in a protected national park 

area. The Islamabad High Court has done well to apply the force of law on those who have often 

considered themselves above it. 

The problem is unfortunately widespread and involves the highest and mightiest in the land. The 

regularisation of illegal constructions in Banigala and the Grand Hyatt, both in Islamabad, are 

well-known examples of this phenomenon. In Lahore, the Railways Golf Club case gained 

prominence because of the involvement of senior military officers. In Karachi too, there are 

various instances of unauthorised conversion of land meant for defence purposes into shopping 

malls and other commercial enterprises. 

Such violations of the law are often validated by relevant organisations either due to corrupt 

practices or pressure. In many cases, the result is that citizens are deprived of access to facilities 

that are theirs by right. These illegal practices are so deeply entrenched within our system and 

are so well protected by powerful elements within the state that very few have dared challenge 

them. It is therefore heartening to see the courts upholding the majesty of the law over those who 

need to respect it the most. The chief justice of Pakistan has been taking notice of such issues in 

his tenure but sadly most of the action seems to have been ordered against ‘ordinary’ people and 

not against those that occupy the citadels of power. 

Unless the mighty are held to account — as is the case in the IHC judgement — they will continue 

to flout the law of the land for their vested interests. It is therefore important that the navy club 

issue is taken to its logical conclusion in light of the court order. The illegal premises should be 

demolished, all those responsible for facilitating this enterprise should be identified and punished 

and a clear precedent set for adventurism of this kind in the future. The judiciary should also take 

cognizance of blatant land grabs by official organisations and ensure that they vacate the area 

they have illegally occupied so the public land can revert to its rightful usage. This would ensure 

that civic agencies that usually become conduits for such illegal actions also stand warned not to 

buckle under official pressure and uphold the law without compromise. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 10, 2022  
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Effective strategies 

MOHAMMAD ALI BABAKHEL 

HE 1979 Soviet invasion of Afghanistan pushed Pakistan into a perpetual cycle of violent 

extremism (VE); the post-9/11 era, however, exacerbated its frequency and lethality. 

Initially, provincial police organisations had no uniform and organised counter-terrorism 

(CT) apparatus, which led to heavy casualties and reliance on military counterparts. Sacrifices in 

the line of duty and close coordination with the military led to improved police image and police-

military relations. 

Police laws provide a weak framework for CT. The Police Act 1861 made no reference to terrorism 

and extremism. The Police Order 2002 (PO), although a post-9/11 enactment, scarcely included 

terms such as terrorism, sectarian and ethnic violence; Article 8 of the law organised police in 18 

different sections but missed incorporating CT as a separate section. The KP Police Act 2017 is the 

only police law incorporating a dedicated CT department. Police laws need to incorporate CT 

and Countering Extremism (CE) functions. CTDs should be central to CE-related efforts. 

Provincial CTDs were established over the past two decades. However, issues relating to 

recruitment, capacity building, jurisdiction, limited technical access and financial constraints mar 

their efficacy. To standardise institutional CT response, the National Action Plan (NAP) 

incorporated the idea of revamping CTDs, but the latter’s technical, intelligence, investigation, 

and prosecution branches need reinforcement. 

An effective CT strategy needs continuous reinforcement including new laws and adapting 

existing laws to changing circumstances. Ensuring availability of resources and capacity, 

however, remains the key challenge. Pakistan’s geostrategic location makes CT further 

complicated, requiring simultaneous focus on internal and external fronts. To strengthen CT 

cooperation, Pakistan signed an MoU in 2018 with China and Afghanistan. The same year, on the 

internal front, SECP and Nacta signed an MoU to create awareness among financial institutions 

about best practices relating to anti-money laundering and combating terror financing. 

The horrific APS Peshawar attack helped clear the fog about counter-terrorism. Govern­ment-

opposition consensus led to the drafting of the 20-point NAP, an amalgamation of CT, CE, and 

reforms. To educate the community, sharing CT experiences with friendly countries, 

administrative reconsolidation, adopting a diagnostic approach and appointing a ‘Lessons Learnt 

and Reconciliation Commis­sion’ are opportunities offered by NAP. 

Revamping of anti-terrorism courts remains an elusive ideal. The low conviction rate is a deficient 

area in the CT landscape though it varies considerably province-wise. In Punjab, it is 70 per cent, 

T 



DIGEST JANUARY 2022 
 

  53  
 

Balochistan 8pc, Sindh 10pc, and KP 14pc. Also, CTDs primarily work from a terrorism control 

approach while the judiciary follows a ‘due process’ approach. Bridging the gap within the 

criminal justice system (CJS) remains a daunting task. 

Rampant misuse of cyberspace by extremists is another challenge. To block content, the PTA in 

2017 forwarded 2,309 requests to social media companies; in 2021, the number was 24,042. 

Although the Online Content Rules under Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act, 2016, bind SMCs 

to take down offending content within a specified timeframe, better evidence collection requires 

improved coordination between FIA, PTA, and SMCs. 

Initially, the CT response was reactive. Investigations revolved around tracing the accused, 

collection of evidence and claims of responsibility; uncovering financial linkages was neither 

included in the training nor part of the investigation. In 2019, there were 919 cases of terror 

financing (TF) registered, 464 suspects were arres­ted and 154 convic­t­­ed. In 2021, the nu­­m­ber 

of cases registered was 1,227, while 1,526 suspects were arres­ted and 403 accused conv­i­cted. 

The incr­e­asing trend of registration and con­­v­ic­t­ion in TF cases is the right step towards 

choking TF sources. 

An effective CT response warrants enhanced coordination among federal and provincial LEAs. 

The establishment of Nacta, provincial apex committees, and district intelligence committees is a 

step in the right direction. 

The post-9/11 years witnessed administrative consolidation: eg Kala Dhaka, a provincially 

administered tribal area was changed into a settled district, and the 25th Amendment enabled 

Fata’s merger with KP. These developments proved helpful in denying space to militants. Fencing 

of the 2,600km Pak-Afghan border will also be helpful in restricting the movement of militants. 

Pakistan’s successful pushback against militancy proves it has the capacity and competence to 

deal with such threats. A policy of appeasement is therefore not an option. More focus should be 

on reconsolidation of CT operations’ gains, tackling sympathisers of extremists, better 

governance, public service delivery, effective policing of cyberspace, and reforming the CJS. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 10, 2022 
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Taliban’s choices 

S the Afghan Taliban regime tries to win international recognition, it must confront one 

plain truth: is it willing to take firm action against foreign terrorist groups based in 

Afghanistan working actively against neighbouring states? While the present rulers of 

Kabul have said they will not allow their soil to be used against others, there needs to be a firmer 

resolve to neutralise terrorist elements. Of course for the Afghan Taliban this is easier said than 

done as many of the groups, including the proscribed TTP, have in the past fought alongside the 

new rulers of Kabul. This history of cooperation with violent extremist outfits, and their role in 

providing safe haven to foreign terror groups, is the reason for the international community’s 

justifiable reluctance to recognise the Taliban. 

Due to decades of chaos, foreign meddling and internal strife, Afghanistan has become an ideal 

base for religious extremist outfits of various origins. This includes Central Asian as well as 

Uighur militants, along with the TTP, while the feared Khorasan branch of the militant Islamic 

State group is quite active in Afghanistan. Apart from IS, the Afghan Taliban don’t appear to have 

adversarial relations with any of these militant actors. Where anti-Pakistan terrorists go, there is 

significant reason for concern, as the TTP is apparently regrouping in Afghanistan and there have 

been a number of terrorist attacks linked to the group inside this country. Moreover, efforts by 

the government to ‘negotiate’ with the TTP have crashed, indicating that the militants are in no 

mood for peace. 

It should be remembered that when the Taliban were in power the first time around, sectarian 

militants responsible for major bloodbaths in Pakistan had found refuge in Afghanistan. The 

Afghan Taliban need to be pragmatic if they are serious about joining the global mainstream. No 

regional country, nor the international community, will be comfortable with dangerous terrorist 

outfits operating freely within Afghanistan, especially when these elements show no sign of 

giving up the way of the gun. Moreover, there will be few takers for the Afghan Taliban’s claim 

that they are protecting ‘guests’ in accordance with tribal codes. The message from the 

international community to Kabul is clear: get rid of the militants on your soil. Should the Afghan 

Taliban dilly-dally, more chaos will be likely and the instability Afghanistan has been seeing for 

the past several decades will only be perpetuated, while dangerous, violent actors seek to take 

advantage of the situation. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 10, 2022 
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Cryptocurrency scam 

HE investigation launched by the cybercrime wing of the Sindh FIA against multiple 

mobile apps linked to the largest global crypto exchange, Binance, for scamming Pakistani 

investors out of their investments of nearly $100m in digital currencies points to the 

absence of a regulatory regime to make the crypto market a safer environment. The SBP and 

SECP, the two regulators of the financial and corporate sectors, have practically done nothing so 

far to develop regulations despite Pakistanis’ increasing interest in the crypto business owing to 

unbelievable returns, and a rapid growth of online sites facilitating trading in virtual currencies 

from the country. Nor has the PTA, the regulator of the digital space, moved an inch to regulate 

the online sites to prevent potential frauds. Each regulator points to the absence of an umbrella 

federal legal framework under which they can develop crypto regulations. Although the federal 

government has constituted a committee to suggest regulations, it has made no progress in 

months since most of its members have no clue about cryptocurrency or what this business is 

about. 

The fact there is also no clarity on the mode of crypto transactions in spite of bank accounts being 

maintained by the crypto mobile apps and the claim of the US-based data and software provider, 

Chainalysis, that Pakistan had received nearly $1.5bn in cryptocurrency in FY20 shows these 

transactions are happening off the books. That demands seriousness on the part of the regulators 

and federal authorities on the matter. Given the FATF noose hanging around our neck, the 

absence of a crypto regulatory framework is even more worrisome if the money is moving out or 

into the country through illegal channels. Regulating crypto business is not easy. But many 

countries have developed effective legal frameworks to stop crypto exchanges and mobile apps 

from operating in their territories unless they agree to register their businesses in the host 

jurisdictions. No government can stop crypto. But the sooner this business is regulated, the better 

for the country and investors. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 10, 2022 
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Senior TTP leader Khurasani killed in 

Afghanistan's Nangarhar 

 

 senior leader of the banned Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), Khalid Balti alias 

Mohammad Khurasani, was killed in the eastern Nangarhar province of Afghanistan, a 

senior security official confirmed. 

Details on the circumstances surrounding the killing were not clear. 

The official said Balti, aged around 50, had also been the banned outfit's spokesperson and was 

involved in several attacks on the people and security forces of Pakistan. 

He (Balti) had been visiting Kabul frequently since the Taliban seized power in Afghanistan, the 

official added. 

Balti had been making efforts for uniting various TTP factions and planning terrorist attacks with 

TTP chief Mufti Noor Wali Mehsud, the official said, adding that he had recently hinted at 

carrying out terrorist attacks inside Pakistan. 

However, a spokesman for the Afghan government denied the killing of the senior TTP member 

and said that no such incident had taken place. 

"I do not confirm these reports. They are not true. No such incident has taken place on this 

(Afghan) side," Afghan government spokesperson Bilal Karimi told Dawn.com when asked for a 

comment on Balti's killing. 
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Hailing from Gilgit-Baltistan, Balti had been an operational commander of the TTP for the past 

several years. 

In 2007, he joined the banned Tehreek Nifaz Shariat-i-Muhammadi in Swat and established close 

ties with Mullah Fazlullah, a former head of the TTP. He had cordial and close relations with TTP 

members of all tiers, officials said, adding that Balti played a vital role in the TTP's propaganda 

campaign. 

Officials said Balti ran a terrorist hideout in Khyber Pakthunkhwa's Miramshah town and had 

fled to Afghanistan in the aftermath of operation Zarb-i-Azab. In 2014, he served as the head of 

the TTP media committee. 

He was arrested in 2015 in Nangarhar by Afghan forces and remained at Bagram and Pul-i-

Charkhi jails, according to a former TTP member, who was aware of Balti's activities. 

Balti, and other TTP militants, were freed last year in August when the Afghan Taliban resorted 

to releasing prisoners during their military offensive. 

He was also the person who had called the media in Pakistan and Afghanistan to claim the 2014 

terrorist attack on the Army Public School in Peshawar. 

SOURCE: JANUARY 10, 2022 
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Rise in cybercrime 

USAMA KHILJI 

CCORDING to latest reports, the Federal Investigating Agency (FIA) received a total of 

102,356 complaints related to cybercrime in the year 2021. This marks a massive increase 

in reporting by citizens to the agency tasked for cybercrime under the Prevention of 

Electronic Crimes Act 2016. Whereas it is encouraging that a larger number of people are 

reporting cybercrimes, it is important to appraise the performance of the agency, the gaps that 

are there, and how its performance can be improved on a performance as well as policy level. 

The figure of 102,356 is only that of complaints; of these, 80,641 complaints went into verification 

by the FIA, and according to the FIA, only 15,932 passed their criteria for initiating inquiry. 

Ultimately, a total of 1,202 cases were registered in 2021 under Peca, and a total of 1,300 suspects 

arrested by the FIA. However, it is important to analyse what the FIA’s performance looks like 

for citizens beyond the numbers. 

Firstly, the FIA is acutely under-equipped. As per Peca, cybercrime cases are to be registered with 

the FIA, not the Police, and the FIA is only present in the largest cities of Pakistan. This means 

that most people outside big cities have to travel hundreds of kilometers to be able to file a formal 

complaint. Same is the case with cybercrime courts, for which people have to travel regularly, in 

many cases every month for hearings after filing complaints for there to be progress on their 

complaint and then trial of their cases. According to the reports, the FIA plans to set up offices in 

every district, and setting these up in existing police stations will expedite this and save resources 

as well. Second, the FIA staff often does not take complaints seriously. The sheer low number of 

cases registered as opposed to complaints made shows that citizens find the process of seeking 

justice through courts under Peca with FIA as the investigation agency very cumbersome. This is 

especially true for women and minorities, and especially for people who do not have powerful 

connections. Many women are reported to have been told by FIA officials that threats made to 

them and their non-consensual images being shared by, for example their ex-husbands for 

blackmailing are not serious enough crimes; others indulge in victim-blaming, further 

traumatising survivors. 

Third, there is a general perception about FIA that it is a tool in the hands of the government to 

silence its critics, which the FIA must get rid of through actions. Sending summons to politicians, 

journalists, and activists for speech online is highly concerning, and the Islamabad High Court 

has repeatedly taken notice of this and summonsed high-ranking FIA officials in this regard. 

What is also worrying is often times summons are sent to individuals for their online speech with 

the words “you are well aware of what this is about” when in reality they are not. What ends up 
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happening is that inquiries are quashed on orders of the court for FIA not having followed due 

process. The abuse of Section 20 of Peca which criminalises defamation is also increasingly used 

to silence those who speak out against oppression, be it personal or structural. 

Third, there is a major issue with FIA investigating officers’ work and their cooperation with 

courts. In many cases, they do not show up in court; and evidence files of important cases have 

been lost, and only appeared when a case was filed in the high court. Such undue delays put a 

question mark over the FIA’s sincerity and competence, and need to be addressed. Same goes for 

the forensic laboratory of which only a couple exist in the entire country. More resources and 

discipline are required to deal with the influx of cases. 

Fourth, the FIA is on record complaining that social media companies do not cooperate in 

investigations. Issues related to this are largely due to lack of policy level engagement by the 

Pakistani government on international fronts. The internet epitomises international cooperation, 

and hence addressing issues related to it also requires international participation. Pakistan does 

not have a Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty with the United States where most of these companies 

are based and whose laws they follow. If at a policy level, an MLAT was pursued by the 

government of Pakistan, a lot of legal issues with requests related to legal cases from Pakistan 

involving social media companies can be addressed. 

Similarly, Pakistan is not a signatory to the Convention on Cybercrime which is also known as 

the Budapest Convention. Similarly, on matters related to taxing internet-based companies, 

Pakistan has not been involved in the OECD’s Model Reporting Rules for Digital Platforms which 

could enable it to tax internet companies. These are acute policy failures that need to be addressed 

if Pakistan is serious about its digital policies and accruing economic benefits as well as redressal 

of legal issues it faces related to cybercrime cases. 

It is of utmost importance that fundamental rights be protected and due process be followed in 

all cybercrime cases. Social media companies are more likely to cooperate with governments if 

they are confident that data shared will not be abused by states to violate human rights of citizens, 

especially the right to freedom of speech and right to privacy that the current government seems 

happy to routinely violate. 

The FIA, in which more women officers should be inducted, also needs to be given more 

resources and adequate training especially on gender sensitivity, and a sense of protecting 

fundamental rights and due process when investigating cases of cybercrime. With almost 100 

million people using the internet in Pakistan, this should be a priority of the current government, 

without using Peca and FIA as a tool to silence political opposition to the regime. 

Governments must remember that in a democracy, any party can be on the other side after losing 

power. Hence, strengthening institutions, laws, and policies, and setting the right precedents is 

for our collective benefit. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 11, 2022  
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16 days of activism against GBV: what’s 

next? 

BY DR BAKHTIOR KADIROV AND SHARMEELA RASOOL 

URING the recently concluded 16 Days of Activism campaign against gender-based 

violence (GBV), all stakeholders agreed that it must stop now. The various 

manifestations of violence and abuse including the impact it has on lives of women and 

girls, their choices, the cost the nation has to bear and its effects on social cohesion and harmony 

were highlighted. 

Ending GBV is a prerequisite for development. As long as women and girls continue to face 

violence, inequality and denial of their reproductive rights, socio-economic development will 

remain out of reach. When girls and women are trapped in the trajectory of restricted 

opportunities, limited education, child marriages, early and unplanned pregnancies, and poor 

health, there cannot be economic and social progress. 

Covid-19 has rather been a catalyst. A recent report by the NCSW and UNFPA indicates that with 

the financial stress felt by men, mental and physical abuse of women and children increased 

during the pandemic. Same is echoed in surveys conducted by UN Women. 

Successful conclusion of the campaign begs us to consider: what is next? 

Solutions include a range of actions that can address GBV, especially if implemented in parallel. 

Implementation of existing laws and policies was highlighted as a must in the short, medium, 

and long term. According to a recent gap analysis by UN Women on legislation related to ending 

violence against women, 73% of gap was identified either as lack of information or capacity to 

implement laws at federal and provincial levels. The remaining gap was related to procedural 

lacunas in the laws. According to the Population Situation Analysis (2020) by Ministry of 

Planning, Development and Special Initiatives, supported by UNFPA, previous research on the 

ability of the law enforcement system shows that a severely deficient pre-trial phase is the main 

cause of weak prosecution of GBV cases. 

The efforts of the Ministry of Law and Justice on strengthening law enforcement mechanisms for 

GBV prevention, protection and legal redress are worth mentioning, especially in light of the 

passing of the Anti-Rape Act (Investigation and Trial) 2021. The emerging role of civil society 

constituents and mainstream media in raising awareness on GBV is also key to enhancing the 

responsiveness of state actors and institutions. 
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Women’s economic empowerment was highlighted as a solution. In Pakistan, the women’s share 

in the labour force is 22% — one of the lowest in South Asia and the world. Women’s lack of 

participation not only incurs a 30% loss to the country’s productivity, it also increases their 

dependence on men which contributes to their vulnerability to violence. On the flip side, the GBV 

at the domestic and social levels and stereotypical roles contribute to women’s exclusion from the 

job market due to fears of stigma and harassment. Women’s active participation in the country’s 

labour market can be increased through pro-women policies addressing barriers to their 

meaningful employment. 

The prevalence of GBV also contributes to disrupting the social fabric and vice versa. This 

disruption has its costs. Mental, physical and financial violence impacts women and girls in many 

ways. The violence they face adversely affects the peace and harmony in society and can lead to 

lower productivity and slower economic growth. No society can ever achieve social harmony and 

values of respect and justice until its women are afforded equal opportunities and rights. 

Engaging men and boys to reinforce positive social norms is imperative. A continuous and 

consistent engagement of men and boys in the GBV discourse was identified as a missing element 

and therefore will need immediate reinforcement. 

Digital spaces are increasingly becoming smarter — but are they becoming safer? With the 

growing digital landscape, violence against women is further exacerbated in online spaces. 

According to UNFPA, 85% of women online globally have experienced violence. Many women 

and girls are facing non-consensual sharing of their images amidst an increase in digital violence. 

Survivors may suffer fear, depression and suicidal thoughts, just as they do with other forms of 

violence. Everywhere includes virtual too, as virtual is real. 

Now is the time to stand beside women and girls in Pakistan and commit to taking a 

multipronged approach towards eliminating violence against them, in all forms. Let us do it. 

Together we can! 

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, JANUARY 11, 2022. 
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Afghanistan Is in Meltdown, and the 

U.S. Is Helping to Speed It Up 

BY LAUREL MILLER 

 
 

HEN the United States withdrew from Afghanistan last summer, it was left with a 

critical choice: allow the collapse of a state that had mostly been kept afloat by foreign 

aid or work with the Taliban, its former foes who were in power, to prevent that 

outcome. More than four months after the last U.S. military flight left Kabul, the Biden 

administration has yet to take a clear decision, opting to muddle along with half-measures amid 

an escalating humanitarian crisis. Time is running out. 

The United States should swallow the bitter pill of working with the Taliban-led government in 

order to prevent a failed state in Afghanistan. Kneecapping the government through sanctions 

and frozen aid won’t change the fact that the Taliban are now in charge, but it will ensure that 

ordinary public services collapse, the economy decays and Afghans’ livelihoods shrink even 

further. 

That’s not in the interest of anyone, including the United States after 20 years of investment and 

engagement. A failed state would be fertile ground for extremist groups to thrive, with little room 

for the West to work with the government — no matter how imperfectly — to prevent further 

threats. 
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Afghans are already on a countdown to calamity. Their cash-based economy is starved of 

currency, hunger and malnutrition are growing, civil servants are largely unpaid, and essential 

services are in tatters. It’s no surprise that the United States and its allies responded to the Taliban 

takeover with punitive measures: halting the flow of aid that had been paying for three-fourths 

of public spending, freezing Afghan state assets abroad, cutting the country off from the global 

financial system and maintaining sanctions on the Taliban — which now penalize the entire 

government they head. That playbook is how Washington typically tries to punish objectionable 

regimes. But the result has been catastrophic for civilians. 

Devastating droughts, the pandemic and the Taliban’s incompetence in governing have all 

played roles in creating what may be the world’s worst humanitarian crisis. But the West’s 

immediate steps to isolate the new regime triggered Afghanistan’s meltdown. This was especially 

the case because the countries that shut off the aid spigot had, over 20 years, enabled the Afghan 

state’s dependency on it. 

Isolation was fast and easy to do: It cost no money or political capital and satisfied the imperative 

of expressing disapproval. 

With aid organizations raising ever-more-desperate alarms, the United States and other Western 

nations have taken incremental steps to help Afghans by trying to work around the Taliban. 

Funding for emergency aid delivered by the United Nations and humanitarian organizations has 

grown, with Washington providing the largest share, nearly $474 million in 2021. The U.S. 

government also has gradually broadened humanitarian carve-outs from its sanctions and has 

taken the lead in getting the Security Council to issue exemptions from U.N. sanctions, making it 

easier for those delivering aid to carry out their work without legal risk. 

But these steps are insufficient. The food, support for health care and limited other types of aid 

being provided will go only so far to alleviate the dire conditions Afghan civilians are 

experiencing. Restoring a minimally functioning public sector and stopping Afghanistan’s 

economic free-fall will require lifting restrictions on ordinary business and easing the prohibition 

on assistance to or through the government. Without that, there’s little hope that humanitarian 

aid can be more than a palliative. And if the prohibition stands, continued dependence on relief 

aid is virtually guaranteed because circumventing the state will ensure its institutions wither. 

The United States should draw a distinction between the Taliban as former insurgents and the 

state they now control. 

This starts by beginning to lift sanctions on the Taliban as a group (leaving sanctions on some 

individuals and an arms embargo in place); funding specific state functions in areas such as rural 

development, agriculture, electricity and local governance; and restoring central-bank operations 

to reconnect Afghanistan to the global financial system. 

Support for public services is especially important because not only do Afghans need those 

services, but the government is also the country’s single largest employer. 
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Taking these steps also will serve Western interests. It will help curb growing migration from the 

country and rising illicit narcotics production by Afghans desperate for income. It could also 

produce at least limited opportunity for getting the Taliban to cooperate with the United States 

to suppress terrorist threats from the Islamic State affiliate in Afghanistan and other groups. 

Afghanistan will undoubtedly be more impoverished under the Taliban than it was in recent 

years, and no country will restore aid to the scale the last government enjoyed. But the population 

needs a glide path for a diminishing level of support, rather than the abrupt cut-off that hit the 

economy with a shock wave. 

Western capitals’ concerns that such measures would bolster the Taliban’s stature or their ability 

to divert funds to nefarious purposes could be addressed by imposing restrictions and 

monitoring. 

It’s not surprising that the United States and its allies are reluctant to do much beyond helping 

hungry Afghans survive this winter. They’re likely troubled by the precedent of legitimizing a 

militant Islamist group that took power through force. And appearing to turn a blind eye to the 

Taliban’s past and current human rights violations is deeply unappealing. 

I can understand the reluctance, which may also be intended to maintain leverage over the 

Taliban. But I’ve seen over the past two decades how Western powers have consistently 

overestimated their ability to get Afghan authorities — whoever they are — to acquiesce to their 

demands. Governments that were utterly dependent on U.S. security and financial support 

brushed off pressure to adopt Washington’s preferred peacemaking, war-fighting and anti-

corruption strategies. 

That’s not to say that the West should abandon efforts to get the Taliban to respect human rights 

and cooperate on security priorities. But expectations should be modest. 

The Taliban are never going to have a policy on women’s rights that accords with Western values. 

They show no signs of embracing even limited forms of democratic governance. Nor is it likely 

they will ever take active measures to destroy or hand over remnants of Al Qaeda, even though 

they might keep a lid on them. 

No one in Washington or European capitals can be pleased to contemplate working with this 

kind of government. 

But the alternative is worse, foremost for the Afghans who have no choice but to live under 

Taliban rule and who need livelihoods. 

The tough choice must be made. 

SOURCE: THE NEW YORK TIMES, JANUARY 11, 2022 
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Serpent of terrorism raises head again 

DR SYED AKHTAR ALI SHAH 

INCE the Taliban government assumed office in Afghanistan, many Pakistani analysts 

thought it was time to heave a sigh of relief as they believed that since the proxies of foreign 

governments would now be reined in, Afghanistan would no longer be a sanctuary for the 

Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). The Afghan Taliban also offered to mediate between the 

Government of Pakistan and the TTP leadership, which resulted in a month-long ceasefire. 

According to the Taliban spokesperson, the initial agreement guaranteed the release of 102 TTP 

prisoners by Pakistani authorities. The prisoners were to “be released to the TTP through the 

Islamic Emirate on November 1” along with their other top five leaders, and cases against them 

were to be withdrawn. Among the various conditions, enforcement of Shariah and the restoration 

of tribal areas to their pre-merger status were demanded. 

In return, the government demanded a comprehensive peace all over Pakistan; TTP’s obedience 

to the Constitution; no grouping, re-grouping or terrorist safe havens; and movement of armed 

troops. The information minister, sounding hopeful, announced that the Government of Pakistan 

and the banned TTP had agreed on a complete ceasefire which would be extended as the talks 

progressed. The process of talks, however, could not lead to a logical conclusion, perhaps due to 

widespread criticism and Supreme Court’s observation, “… if the government was going to sign 

on a document of defeat with those who killed these children. Are we going to surrender once 

again?” 

As a reaction, Mufti Noor Wali Mahsud, the Amir of TTP, announced the end of the ceasefire and 

asked his fighters to resume attacks. With this, the serpent of terrorism has again raised its head 

as many incidents of attacks on security forces and police officials have occurred. Pakistan will 

most likely be faced with alarming threats to its internal security from terrorist organisations like 

TTP, ISIS and various splinter groups. 

In a recent report by the Institute for Conflict and Security Studies, a Pakistani watchdog, 

approximately 294 terrorist attacks occurred in 2021. About 56% increase has been observed in 

the number of incidents over the last several years. The highest number of attacks were carried 

out in Balochistan and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, especially in the newly merged districts. Pakistan 

Security Report 2021, issued by Pak Institute for Peace Studies (PIPS) also revealed similar 

statistics. These acts of terrorism have claimed 335 lives, a sharp increase over the previous year. 

Most of the analysts attribute this spike to the Taliban takeover in Afghanistan. 

The recent arrest of 10 terrorists belonging to the banned TTP, Al-Qaeda, and Islamic State, along 

with a huge cache of weapons from various areas such as Toba Tek Singh, Okara, Gujrat and 
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Sargodha districts of Punjab is an evidence of the vast networks operating all over Pakistan. This 

is also a proof of these organisations enjoying sufficient physical and social spaces. The militants 

carrying out terrorist acts do not emerge suddenly as incubation requires sufficient time. 

Availability of physical and social space is a must for recruitment, training and execution. Before 

any overt acts, terrorists remain involved in covert actions, having sleeping cells in cities, well 

connected with their chain of command. They then wait for the signals for carrying out their 

missions. 

In this context, there is no doubt that the bordering areas of Pakistan form the nucleus of the 

militant network operating in Pakistan. Safe havens over there make it possible for them to 

organise and plan attacks. Although under the Doha Agreement, the Taliban government in 

Afghanistan is under an obligation to ensure that their soil is not used for terrorism, the situation 

on the ground has not changed much. Therefore, the continuation of terrorist activities is a serious 

challenge for the governments of both Afghanistan and Pakistan. If such acts continue, the 

Afghan Taliban will lose whatever goodwill they may have in Pakistan. This will also limit the 

leverage of Pakistan to advocate the case of the Taliban government before the international 

community. 

Although a considerable decline in acts of terrorism has been observed since 2014 due to the use 

of the kinetic energy of the state, the underlying causes have not been addressed. The root cause 

is the absence of the rule of law. Moreover, the various institutions tasked with countering 

terrorism do not act in sync with each other. In this connection, the police are the first responder 

and have a presence in every nook and corner. They, however, do not act on a day-to-day basis 

in order to nip the evil in the bud. 

Terrorism is an existential threat. All national institutions that have gained rich experience of 

using technical and human intelligence must act in unison to crush the serpent of terrorism before 

it is too late. The best policy option is denying potential extremists any social and physical spaces. 

This can be done by implementing the 20 points of the National Action Plan in letter and spirit. 

If we fail to act, we would be providing the US the pretext to exercise her right of 

counterterrorism, as stated in the annexures of the main text of the Doha Agreement. 

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, JANUARY 12, 2022. 
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Redefining national security 

ZAHID HUSSAIN 

AST MONTH the civil and military leadership approved what is being described as the 

country’s first integrated National Security Policy. The document that is yet to be made 

public reportedly sets overarching priorities for state and human security. A 

comprehensive policy beyond traditional military security was long overdue. 

It’s indeed a positive development that the civil and military leadership has agreed to redefine 

the state security paradigm. But the real issue is to build a broader national consensus on a 

strategy to implement the policy. It’s not only important to get it approved by parliament but to 

also encourage a public debate on the policy. It should not be seen as a policy of a particular 

government but of the state. One would only know the contours of the NSP once it’s made public. 

For almost seven decades since its inception, Pakistan has remained a national security state 

defined exclusively by its military defence. There has not been any concept of human security. 

It’s geostrategic situation and the country’s involvement in regional conflicts strengthened the 

military dimension of state security at the cost of security of the population. 

Consequently, the country is left far behind in all aspects of human security. A weak economy 

dependent on foreign assistance has left the country’s sovereignty extremely vulnerable. With 

little investment in people, the country is at the lowest rung of all human development indicators. 

We may boast of being a nuclear power and one of the strongest regional military forces, yet the 

country remains insecure with growing internal instability both on the political and economic 

fronts. 

We are unable to feed and provide employment to an increasing population. The swelling ranks 

of uneducated youth with bleak future prospects have rendered the situation untenable. The rise 

of violent religious extremism poses a bigger threat to the country’s security than any external 

force. All that has lent greater urgency to the need for redefining our security paradigm and 

priorities. But it requires more than earnest proclamations. 

Most important is the political will to take the hard decisions needed to change the entire policy 

direction and build a national understanding of the internal and external security threats, and 

formulate a strategy that would guide the state in providing human security. A national security 

policy should reflect not only the point of view of the current government and a few state 

institutions, but also other sections of the society through public consultation. 

It requires a thorough analysis of all threats to state and human security based on the input of all 

security-relevant government agencies and civil society groups in order to set realistic goals for 
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the state to achieve over a specific period of time. A shared vision of national security would 

provide consistency in decision-making and setting the right priorities. 

It was under the former PML-N government in 2014 when work began on an integrated national 

security policy. Over the next three years some progress was made in shaping an outline. But 

there was still no clarity on the broader concept of national security. The current policy has been 

prepared by the National Security Division. 

It is claimed that the NSP covers all aspects of internal and external security and outlines “the 

challenges and opportunities facing Pakistan in the coming years”. Economic security and 

national cohesion are assigned top priorities. 

While the national security adviser maintains that the document has been prepared with the 

consultation of stakeholders in different fields, no political party — not even the PTI’s allies, let 

alone those in the opposition — has been consulted. It is not enough to say that the military 

leadership is on board. The parliamentary committee on national security was briefed on the 

policy just before it was presented for approval by the national security committee. The 

opposition members boycotted the briefing. 

It was the primary responsibility of the prime minister to develop a political consensus on the 

extremely important national policy. There is still time to introduce it in parliament for debate in 

order to fashion a truly national policy. Lack of consensus will make it extremely difficult for the 

state to achieve the objectives underscored in the document. 

Indeed, the country’s security does depend on economic security. But the main issue is whether 

the government has a clear strategy to achieve economic independence and self-sufficiency. For 

that the country needs an economic charter for long-term planning. It would not be possible 

without a national consensus. Given the existing political polarisation and weakened democratic 

institutions in the country, it would be hard to develop a long-term strategy for sustainable 

economic development. Structural reforms are required to achieve macroeconomic stability. For 

that it is imperative to have the main political forces on board. But the government’s 

confrontationist policy remains the biggest stumbling block in achieving that objective. 

National security is directly linked to governance, transparency and rule of law. A failed system 

and political instability remain major problems for effective implementation of the target set in 

the NSP. Some of the policies of the PTI government are inconsistent with the measures needed 

for internal security. The government’s own policy of encouraging religiosity and appeasement 

of extremist, faith-based groups would undermine any effort to deal with violent extremism, a 

phenomenon that poses the most serious threat to national security. 

Moreover, a confused and chaotic foreign policy has complicated Pakistan’s external security 

challenges amid fast-changing regional geopolitical developments. The exit of the United States 

and return of Taliban rule in Afghanistan have compounded our external security concerns. Yet 

there is no clarity in our foreign policy on how to deal with the emerging challenges. 
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Most importantly, we need political stability to ensure the country’s security. It’s imperative to 

have a consultative national security policymaking process and initiate a national dialogue 

involving different professional and civil society groups. Such public discussions would help 

achieve consensus on the core values of state security provision, management and oversight. A 

transparent and participatory approach would enhance public confidence. It remains to be seen 

whether the government has the political will to bring about a fundamental shift in the national 

security paradigm. 

SOURCE:  DAWN, JANUARY 12, 2022 
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When in jail … 

T says much about the state of justice in a society where convicted felons, guilty of crimes as 

grave as murder, live in the lap of luxury while the poor run from pillar to post to get the 

courts to hear their cases. For those with power and pelf, being in jail does not appear to be a 

punishment. It brings no restrictions to their lifestyle, habits or connections with the outside 

world. On the contrary, the status of ‘VIP prisoner’ enables them to reside comfortably in their 

own homes or in separate ‘enclaves’ within prisons, take over entire floors of hospitals, or even 

treat the jail superintendents’ offices as their personal domain. 

The case of Shahrukh Jatoi exemplifies this dichotomy in the criminal justice system whose 

officials appear ever-ready to bend the rules for the political elite. Shahrukh’s eight-month stay 

at a private hospital in Karachi ended on Monday when he was moved back to prison. Convicted 

of the murder in December 2012 of university student Shahzeb Khan, he was awarded a death 

sentence in 2013, which was later commuted to life imprisonment. Even in prison, however, 

Shahrukh seemed to have enjoyed extra perks including access to a mobile phone, refrigerator, 

television, etc. Interestingly, Shahrukh’s transfer back to prison, along with 20 other ‘high-profile’ 

prisoners, also appears to have been prompted by a public outcry after their plush living 

conditions in various hospitals of the city were revealed by the media. Some senior PPP leaders 

have recently been known to spend almost their entire detention periods in the locations of their 

choice (Agha Siraj Durrani’s house was declared a sub-jail while Khursheed Shah was ensconced 

in a top Sukkur hospital). One wonders why the higher authorities hesitate to take action against 

officials responsible for this travesty — do they fear reprisal or are they hand-in-glove with them? 

The law should apply equally to all, irrespective of their political status or influence and corrupt 

jail officials should be strictly proceeded against. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 12, 2022 
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Exit of TTP terrorist 

HE extermination of TTP leader, Khalid Balti alias Khorasani, reportedly in Nangarhar is 

a pleasant piece of news. The dreaded terrorist was Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan’s 

operational commander, as well as its spokesperson on the run in Afghanistan. He is also 

said to be the condemned and disgusting character who claimed the 2014 terrorist attack on the 

Army Public School in Peshawar, which killed and maimed more than 149 children. His exit is a 

shot in the arm in the ongoing war against terrorism, and furthers the impetus that non-state 

actors are intolerable in the changing circumference of geopolitics. Though Kabul is non-

committal on Khorasani’s fate, it inadvertently hints at the role of infighting among various 

militant factions that led to his killing. 

The notorious TTP activist grew in the rank and file of terror hierarchy, and was cajoling for 

reorienting splinter groups. Hailing from Gilgit-Baltistan, he was also part of the impugned 

uprising in Swat, and also instrumental in uplifting the face of the TTP. He also ran a terrorist 

hideout in Miramshah and had fled to Afghanistan in the aftermath of operation Zarb-e-Azb. He 

used to frequent across the porous western borders, and is said to be a regular visitor to Kabul 

since the advent of Taliban last year. What is not certain is whether he was killed in a combat with 

the Afghan Taliban who were also on the lookout for disgruntled elements or fell prey to 

skirmishes in the war-torn country. But the fact that the so-called ceasefire with the TTP had fallen 

out, and the overtures of peace talks failed, are factors that are being studied behind his sudden 

exit. 

Khorasani and his likes, on both sides of the divide, pose a threat to regional peace. Pakistan has 

a categorical stance to take them out. The military leadership just days ago had reiterated that the 

fight will continue till the country got rid of terror menace. Islamabad is in coordination with 

Kabul, too, on it. The onus is in Afghanistan to ensure that such elements are ploughed out. It is 

also necessary that terrible men recently released from Afghan jails — before the fall of the Ghani 

government — are screened, and punitively monitored. 

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, JANUARY 12, 2022 
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After four years, blasphemy accused gets 

bail 

 
 

FTER four years of imprisonment, the Supreme Court has finally granted bail to a 

Christian man accused of committing blasphemy, declaring that he was “entitled to be 

released on bail as a matter of right, not as a concession”. 

A three-judge bench of the apex court led by Justice Sardar Tariq Masood heard the bail petition 

filed by the accused. 

The allegations against him are that he created a fake Facebook account in the name of the 

complainant and posted blasphemous material there. 
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The case was registered against him on November 23, 2017, and he was also arrested on the same 

date. Since that date, he is detained and his trial has not yet been concluded. 

"The petitioner was arrested and detained, in this case, on 24.11.2017. The charge against the 

petitioner was framed on 03.04.2018. Two prosecution witnesses were recorded on 27.02.2020. Till 

that date, a continuous period of exceeding two years since the detention of the petitioner in the 

case had lapsed without conclusion of the trial; therefore, a right to be released on bail had prima 

facie accrued to the petitioner,” read a six-page judgment authored by Justice Syed Mansoor Ali 

Shah. 

“[The bail] could have been denied to the petition only if his case fell into any of the above-stated 

two exceptions: (a) if the delay in conclusion of the trial had been occasioned by an act or omission 

of the petitioner or by any other person acting on his behalf, and (b) if the petitioner was found 

to be a convicted offender for an offence punishable with death or imprisonment for life, or was 

in the opinion of the court a hardened, desperate or dangerous criminal, or was accused of an act 

of terrorism punishable with death or imprisonment for life,” he added in the verdict while 

referring his last year ruling on the scope of the 3rd proviso to section 497(1) CrPC. 

Saiful Malook, the counsel for the petitioner while talking to The Express Tribune, said the SC 

had laid down a clear law regarding the grant of bails on statutory grounds. 

"Justice Mansoor Ali Shah, speaking for the full bench, has held that the statutory period will start 

from the date of arrest and not from framing of charge,” he added. 

“If the statutory period is elapsed and trial is not concluded and delay is neither caused by 

accused, he shall be released on bail as of right and the court can’t decline bail on the ground of 

discretion." 

Malook further said it was a historical judgement and thousands of under-trial prisoners were 

expected to benefit from the ruling. 

“Justice Mansoor Ali Shah has written a new history in criminal law while rendering the present 

judgement.” 

Justice Shah in his ruling wrote that the court had examined the record of the case and found that 

there was no delay in the conclusion of the trial till the expiry of the two year period of detention 

of the petitioner on 25.11.2019, which could be attributed to the petitioner or to any person acting 

on his behalf reflecting a design or pattern to consciously delay the conclusion of the trial. 

"Any delay attributable to the petitioner after the expiry of the said period is not relevant for 

determining his right to be released on bail on the statutory ground provided in the 3rd proviso 

to Section 497(1) CrPC," the verdict read. 

The judgment further read that the accused did not appear, in the facts and circumstances of the 

case, to be a hardened, desperate or dangerous criminal” who is likely to seriously injure and 
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hurt others without caring for the consequences of his violent actions and will thus pose a serious 

threat to the society if set free on bail. 

The order read that the delay in conclusion of the trial, noted by the high court, attributable to the 

counsel for the petitioner representing him before the trial court, relates to the period after expiry 

of the continuous two year period since the detention of the petitioner in the case; therefore, it 

could not have been considered by the high court for determining the right of the petitioner to be 

released on bail under the 3rd proviso to Section 497(1) CrPC. 

The order said that the high court has thus failed to correctly appreciate the scope of the 3rd 

proviso to Section 497(1) Cr.P.C. 

“This petition is, therefore, converted into appeal and allowed: the impugned order is set aside, 

the bail petition of the petitioner is accepted and he is admitted to post-arrest bail subject to his 

furnishing bail bond in the sum of Rs500,000 with two sureties in the like amount to the 

satisfaction of the trial court.” 

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, JANUARY 13, 2022 
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TTP confirms senior leader Khurasani’s 

death, calls it 'huge loss' 

HE banned Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) confirmed the death of senior leader Mufti 

Khalid Balti alias Mohammad Khurasani, whose killing in the eastern Nangarhar province 

of Afghanistan was revealed. 

The current TTP spokesman, who also shares the Mohammad Khurasani alias with Balti, 

confirmed his death in a statement but shared no details of how he had died. 

A senior security official from Pakistan had confirmed Balti's killing on Monday, saying he was 

the current TTP spokesman. However, TTP had said Balti was not holding any position. 

A militant source told Dawn.com that Balti's funeral was held in Afghanistan’s eastern Kunar 

province on Tuesday and he was buried there. 

Meanwhile, the current TTP spokesman said in a statement that the group “lost a religious scholar 

and expert of political affairs”, deeming it a "huge loss". 

He said Balti joined the TTP when he migrated in 2011 and had remained active since. He was 

arrested in 2015 and remained imprisoned until last year before being killed on Jan 9 (Sunday). 

Earlier, the Pakistani security official said Balti, aged around 50, was involved in several attacks 

on the people and security forces of Pakistan. 

Balti had been visiting Kabul frequently since the Taliban seized power in Afghanistan in August 

last year, the official added. 

He had been making efforts for uniting various TTP factions and planning terrorist attacks with 

TTP chief Mufti Noor Wali Mehsud, the official said, adding that Balti had recently hinted at 

carrying out terrorist attacks inside Pakistan. 

Despite confirmations from Pakistan and TTP itself, a spokesman for the Afghan government had 

denied the killing of the senior TTP member and said that no such incident had taken place. 

"I do not confirm these reports. They are not true. No such incident has taken place on this 

(Afghan) side," Afghan government spokesperson Bilal Karimi had told Dawn.com when asked 

for a comment on Balti’s killing. 

Hailing from Gilgit-Baltistan, Balti had been an operational commander of the TTP for the past 

several years. 
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In 2007, he joined the banned Tehreek Nifaz Shariat-i-Muhammadi in Swat and established close 

ties with Mullah Fazlullah, a former head of the TTP. He had cordial and close relations with TTP 

members of all tiers, officials said, adding that Balti played a vital role in the TTP’s propaganda 

campaign. 

Officials said Balti ran a terrorist hideout in Khyber Pakthunkhwa’s Miramshah town and had 

fled to Afghanistan in the aftermath of operation Zarb-i-Azab. In 2014, he served as the head of 

the TTP media committee. 

He was arrested in 2015 in Nangarhar by Afghan forces and remained at Bagram and Pul-i-

Charkhi jails, according to a former TTP member, who was aware of Balti’s activities. 

Balti, and other TTP militants, were freed last year in August when the Afghan Taliban resorted 

to releasing prisoners during their military offensive. 

He was also the person who had called the media in Pakistan and Afghanistan to claim the 2014 

terrorist attack on the Army Public School in Peshawar. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 13, 2022 
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Governance not being handled in the 

right spirit: CJP 

 
Chief Justice of Pakistan Justice Gulzar Ahmed speaking at the book launching ceremony  

HIEF JUSTICE OF PAKISTAN (CJP) Gulzar Ahmed said governance in the country had 

become too complicated and was not being handled in the spirit it was supposed to be. 

“The capacity to enforce rights of the citizens is not growing [and] as a result the hapless 

people of this country are facing typical problems and their fundamental rights are being violated 

with impunity,” regretted the CJP while speaking at the book launching ceremony of “Reading 

The Constitution of Pakistan — Article wise discussion, fair comments on case, law and the 

history”. Spanning over six volumes and 5,000 pages, the book has been authored by former 

Lahore High Court judge Syed Shabbar Raza Rizvi. 

A number of Supreme Court judges, former CJP Asif Saeed Khosa, Attorney General Khalid 

Jawed Khan, former chairman of Senate Wasim Sajjad, former law minister Dr Khalid Ranjha and 

ambassadors of different countries attended the ceremony held at the auditorium of the Supreme 

Court. 
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The CJP regretted that the governance had been beset with such a situation that petty issues often 

landed at the courts in the shape of petitions. 

Even small things, supposed to be handled by the government having a large number of 

workforce by ensuring delivery to the people at their doorstep, were not being done, the chief 

justice bemoaned. He said small matters like cleaning of roads, lifting of garbage, maintaining 

parks and open spaces, provision of playgrounds and ensuring construction in accordance with 

bylaws were prime and basic functions of the government, but these basic issues were not being 

attended to. 

As a result, the courts were being burdened with small things and consequently had to enforce 

the rights which the citizens were entitled to through judgements and declarations, the chief 

justice observed. 

He urged the rulers to take notice of what was happening all around them and ensure that the 

constitution was enforced in all facets of public life. 

Under the constitution, he said, the judiciary had been bestowed upon the task to ensure that the 

constitution was applied and enforced in true spirit. 

Earlier, Justice Khosa recalled that Pakistan used to be very prosperous, peaceful with powerful 

society but was now afflicted with hunger and insecurity “only because we have failed to express 

gratitude for the bounties bestowed upon us by Allah Almighty”. 

Justice Khosa urged the wise people of society to roll their heads and ponder whether they as a 

nation had been ungrateful. 

He enlisted five issues confronting the nation and said unless these were identified and a solution 

was discovered, the country would continue to face insecurity. “For this we have to catch the bull 

by the horn.” 

He said they had to decide forever what was the role of the state in Islamic dispensation and 

where they had to place Islam in the constitutional dispensation and the governance paradigm. 

Citing the examples of different Muslim countries like Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, 

Uzbekistan, Turkey and Indo­nesia, Justice Khosa emphasised” “We have to determine once for 

all what model we have to adopt otherwise we would remain adrift rudderless. 

“We also have to decide what interpretation of Islam to choose since people belonging to several 

sects are living in Pakistan,” he said adding unless they decided what would be their Islam, the 

adjudicatory forums could never be able to decide on Shariah matters. 

Justice Khosa then said they also need to decide whether the primacy of the constitution was 

absolute or not, recalling that they had tinkered with the constitution through a number of 

experiments like presidential form of government, parliamentary form of government, One Unit 

etc. 
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“Is our constitution supreme,” Justice Khosa wondered. “Do we have confidence in our self, our 

culture and system or we have to remain under the influence of models like US, British, Saudi 

Arabia, Madina ki Riyasat and now Chinese model.” 

Justice Khosa emphasised that Article 5 of the Constitution which demanded loyalty to the state 

had always been exploited by the unrepresented forces by justifying the abrogation of the 

constitution while stating the state had to be safeguarded first. “This concept always gives birth 

to the doctrine of necessity,” he said adding the constitution and the state were intertwined and 

the state could not be safe if the constitution was abrogated. 

Justice Khosa then cited the third point about democracy and accountability. He said whenever 

a new government came, it hurled heaps of allegations against its predecessor but when it came 

to the appointment of chief election commissioner, NAB chief or caretaker set-up, both the 

government and the opposition selected the appointees. 

“It appears to be something not proper,” Justice Khosa said adding in the presence of such 

allegations how the people could trust judgements jointly made by ruling and opposition parties. 

He said the biggest hurdle that was obstructing development was the mindset since “our loyalty 

was towards our clan or tribe than the state. Such tendencies are now even creeping up in 

different institutions including the legal fraternity which often goes on strike every now and then. 

Likewise, we also have to take care about our economic sovereignty.” 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 14, 2022 
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Pakistan stifles dissent, India targets 

minorities: Human Rights Watch 

N Pakistan, authorities have expanded draconian laws to stifle dissent and in India the 

government is encouraging discrimination against religious minorities, especially Muslims, 

says an international report on human rights. 

The World Report 2022, compiled by the US-based Human Rights Watch (HRW) group, also 

regrets the rise of autocracy in recent years, but points out that pro-democracy forces are 

challenging this tendency all over the world. The report covers the events happened in 2021. 

In a separate chapter on Pakistan, the report points out that Pakistani “authorities expanded their 

use of draconian sedition and counterterrorism laws to stifle dissent, and strictly regulated civil 

society groups critical of government actions or policies”. 

The report also notes that in 2021 Pakistani authorities cracked down on members of the media 

and supporters of opposition political parties. 

In India, “the government adopted laws and policies that discriminated against religious 

minorities, especially Muslims. This, coupled with vilification of Muslims by some BJP leaders 

and police failure to act against BJP supporters who commit violence, emboldened Hindu 

nationalist groups to attack Muslims and government critics with impunity,” the report adds in 

another chapter. 

In his introductory note, HRW’s Executive Director Kenneth Roth notes that in 2021, “autocracy 

seems ascendent and democracy on the decline” but this has also activated democratic forces 

across the globe. 

The report points out that the view that autocracy is on the rise, gains currency from the 

intensifying crackdown on opposition voices in China, Russia, Belarus, Myanmar, Turkey, 

Thailand, Egypt, Uganda, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Venezuela, and Nicaragua. 

Military takeovers in Myanmar, Sudan, Mali, and Guinea, and undemocratic transfers of power 

in Tunisia and Chad also supports this view. 

According to the report, in 2021, the Pakistan government intensified its efforts to control the 

media and curtail dissent. 

Authorities harassed, and at times detained, journalists and other members of civil society for 

criticising government officials and policies. Violent attacks on members of the media also 

continued. 
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In India, allegations of torture and extrajudicial killings persisted with the National Human 

Rights Commission registering 143 deaths in police custody and 104 alleged extrajudicial killings 

in the first nine months in 2021. 

In the occupied Jammu and Kashmir, Indian authorities “once again imposed restrictions on 

movement and near-total communications’ blackout”, after the death of Kashmiri leader 

Syed Ali Shah Geelani in September. Geelani’s family was denied the right to conduct proper 

final rites. 

In July, four UN human rights expert mandates wrote to the Indian government, raising concerns 

about “the repressive measures and broader pattern of systematic infringements of fundamental 

rights used against the local (Kashmiri) population, as well as of intimidations, searches and 

confiscations committed by national security agents”. 

The report also notes that Pakistan’s relationship with the United States remained volatile in 2021. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 14, 2022 
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Travesty of Gitmo 

WENTY years after the opening of one of the most controversial prisons in the world, 

Guantanamo Bay remains an affront to American ideals of democracy and human rights. 

This week, five more detainees were approved for release. The three men from Yemen, 

one from Somalia and the fifth from Kenya have collectively spent 85 years in the prison without 

so much as being charged. After all this time, following a review, US authorities deem these men 

no longer pose a threat to their country. It is a sorry reflection of the justice system that of the 39 

detainees at Gitmo, only 10 are ready to stand trial, and even their cases are still at the preliminary 

proceedings stage. Nine detainees are in limbo, as they have neither been charged nor ordered to 

be released. Some of them have serious mental health problems, which further complicates their 

cases as it makes it hard to prepare a case for release or arrange a post-prison life for them. 

Though other prisoners’ release orders have been issued, including that of Pakistani inmate 

Saifullah Paracha, the release itself is often delayed as the US administration engages with 

countries to determine whether they will accept them. In some cases, such as that of the inmates 

from Yemen and Somalia, their homelands are so torn by war that repatriating them is not 

possible. As a result, there are fears they will continue to linger in this prison, notorious as a black 

hole where rights, dignity and justice cease to exist. The prison should have shut down years ago, 

when president Obama pledged it would, with the cases transferred to civil courts. Instead, it has 

outlasted the war in Afghanistan, and remains a dark reminder of the US’ excesses, a 

‘justification’ for torture and a prolonged misery for inmates who have the right to fair trial. The 

US has a lot to answer for, especially why, despite two presidents committing to shutting down 

the prison, it still exists. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 14, 2022 
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Policing in 2021 

BY DR SYED KALEEM IMAM 

AST YEAR (2021) saw several incidents that cannot be proudly remembered; they were 

primarily caused due to Covid-19 pandemic-induced economic fallouts, unprecedented 

price hikes and unemployment that led to poverty, rising crimes, religious extremism 

coupled with personal gain, and corruption creeping deep into the system. 

Income inequality creates a sharp division between the ‘haves’ and the ‘have-nots’. The two 

groups somehow use this ‘inequality’ to justify their illegal conduct; the former indulges in such 

behaviour to satisfy its greed, and the latter does so to make ends meet. Our police did their best 

to maintain law and order, dealt with crimes, and resolved injustices with meagre resources. 

Sometimes they were successful – sometimes they were not. It is time we recognised that internal 

security is the responsibility of trained officials. The police force is an important department of 

the country’s overall law-enforcement system. It is a sub-schema of the criminal justice system 

and has the right to use reasonable force. 

All major law and order incidents are usually handled by the police. In the case of the 9/11 

attacks, the area’s local police were the first responders who managed the situation with help 

from other agencies. Undoubtedly, if the department isn’t performing well, it should be corrected. 

Policing is not easy; it requires courage, determination and dedication. Unfortunately, the force 

is being used as a colonial tool to subjugate people, with some police officers complicit in this. 

Learning and unlearning is a model for progress. The current situation gives a ray of hope as the 

overall response from police organisations was positive in 2021. Around nine million crimes were 

reported. Ninety percent of the crimes were theft, fraud and injury. Some 20 percent of these cases 

were false or misreported. Between 70 and 80 percent of these cases were solved – cases traced, 

but court convictions were around 14 to 17 percent. The recovery of stolen property was just 23 

percent, and the number of arrests made for wanted persons (nominated in FIRs) was around 57 

percent. 

In March 2021, Gilgit-Baltistan (GB) was jolted by an attack in Naltar where a passenger van was 

attacked, resulting in deaths and several injuries. But early detection kept other incidents at bay. 

The police’s pre-emptive action related to a ‘Mubahila’ saved the region from sectarian disputes. 

Digitalisation efforts in the region are impressive. 

The Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) police performed tremendously when dealing with its first-

ever cricket event – Kashmir Premier League (KPL) – and the 2021 general elections. The Kanwal 

Matloob rape and murder case in Mirpur was worrying. Similarly, two cases from Islamabad – 
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the extrajudicial killing of Osama Satti and the Noor Mukadam murder case – were equally 

perturbing even though the culprits and the people complicit in these crimes were arrested 

promptly. 

One of the major challenges that the KP police dealt with was the mainstreaming of the newly 

merged erstwhile Fata districts, and ensuring that Pakistan wasn’t negatively affected by the 

unrest in Afghanistan. Former Khasadar and Levies personnel were promoted in the shortest 

period, and police stations were made functional in the former tribal areas. Successful local 

elections were held to make the region’s administration flawless. One of the laudable initiatives 

of the KP police was introducing the Ababeel force to deal with urban crimes and terrorism and 

the Asaan Insaf Marakiz to change the problematic thana culture. 

The Punjab police faced challenges from religious extremism, which was evident in the TLP 

situation that unfolded in recent months, but timely action of arresting vigilante groups was 

commendable. Its major success was the massive crackdown on the land mafia, which helped it 

reclaim private and state land worth billions of rupees. 

With rising insurgency raging as well as religious extremism and terrorism, maintaining law and 

order in Balochistan was challenging. And since the province is divided into ‘A’ and ‘B’ areas, 

‘policing’ remains a fractured phenomenon there. This needs to be sorted out. The police force 

took impressive action following the IED explosion at the Serena Hotel in Quetta and the killing 

of coal mine workers in Mach. The culprits were quickly traced. In September, the ringleader of 

Daesh Balochistan, Mumtaz Pehlwan, was killed. 

The Sindh police remained largely affected by a lack of resources, but the initiation of a safe city 

project is promising. Street crimes in Karachi remained an issue. On the other hand, tribal enmity 

and honour killings kept the force on its toes in rural areas. One of its main accomplishments was 

the destruction of several sectarian groups. 

The effforts of the Motorway Police reduced accidents by 37 percent despite an increase in traffic 

and expanded jurisdiction. The force’s recent initiatives where it has started using tech gadgets 

including drones and body cameras and launched public service management systems are 

appreciable. The non-implementation of axle load management and fine enhancement despite 

the passage of relevant laws remain a worrying point. 

It is worth mentioning that a lack of human and logistical resources didn’t stop the FIA from 

handling over a hundred thousand cases of cybercrime. One of its highlights was the achievement 

of various FATF targets concerning money laundering and the recovery of billions in evacuee 

trust property matters. Its working became more efficient when it streamlined its operations by 

using case and complaint management software. However, the challenges that it faces are: being 

on the border and limited legal help. 

Objectively speaking, 2021 was not much of a year to brag about. The resolution for 2022 should 

be to look back at the past and learn from our mistakes, ensuring that we do not repeat them. Can 
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we rigorously pursue this year that ‘right is might’, ‘rule of law’, ‘imposition of due process’, ‘no 

administrative reliefs for delinquent be among our rank and file or even our blood’ and 

‘affectionate healing hands for victims’? 

Also, through reducing socioeconomic disparities, providing education and social security, 

creating self-sustaining jobs and offering financially viable programmes, the crime rate can be 

lowered. As a result of such non-kinetic measures, some developed countries have even 

converted jails into schools and colleges. In this manner, the forceful application of the police 

force to control wrongdoings is automatically restrained. 

Over the past few years, safe cities projects around the world have used IT tools, tech gadgets, 

forensics, and ‘big data’ to create amazing results. A peaceful environment increases tourism, 

security, growth, economy and a decrease in crimes. 

SOURCE: THE NEWS, JANUARY 14, 2022 
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Help save Afghans 

HE cry for humanitarian aid for Afghanistan is being heard. In a welcome development, 

the United States came up with a lion’s share of $308 million to the devastated nation-

state, and also poured in one million Covid-19 vaccines. This comes close on the heels of 

a SOS call from the United Nations and other aid agencies calling for aid to the tune of $5 billion 

to provide succour to more than 25 million hapless people in a chilling winter. Washington’s 

latest contribution is on top of $474 million it promised for refugees’ rehabilitation. While 5.7 

million people are languishing on various frontiers in a stateless manner, it is incumbent that the 

funds are genuinely flown down the stream, and the lot of the deprived is looked after. 

International aid agencies are doing a commendable job in providing basic amenities of life, and 

ensuring that two square meals are made available. Likewise, health and warm clothing are other 

pressing issues that demand a formal infrastructure to dispense with. The collapse of 

administration in the wake of a hasty exit of the US troops has left a big vacuum, and has thrown 

open an ensuing human catastrophe. Napoleon Bonaparte’s troops faced the same scenario of 

‘general winter’ and were routed. So is the case with the dispossessed 40 million Afghans, devoid 

of essential necessities. To further compound the situation is the pandemic onslaught, which is 

hampering accessibility, too. 

Afghanistan is in need of a global Marshall Plan not only to sail through these pressing times, but 

also to rebuild the war-shattered nation. Pakistan’s convening of an Extraordinary OIC foreign 

ministers session was an attempt to highlight this plight. Efforts to address the exigency should 

be apolitical in essence, and the crisscross of power dynamics left for another day. This is why 

the US, China and Russia being on one page is a good omen, and choreographs well for a 

synchronised approach of conflict resolution. All said and done, the funds generation is yet 

another piecemeal measure, and what is instantly needed is unfreezing of Afghan assets to the 

tune of $9.5 billion to enable the impoverished country to stand on its feet. 

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, JANUARY 14, 2022. 
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Thousands of Pakistanis lose life 

savings in $100 million cryptocurrency 

scam 

 
Head of Federal Investigation Agency’s Cybercrime Zone in Sindh, Imran Riaz, talks to Arab News about 

a mega cryptocurrency scam in Karachi, Pakistan, on January 11, 2022 

HOUSANDS of Pakistanis have lost their life savings in a $100 million cryptocurrency 

scam, the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) has said, as it is probing the case amid 

recommendations to ban digital currencies in the country.  

The State Bank of Pakistan recommended banning cryptocurrency, arguing that allowing it 

would cause capital flight. The recommendation followed another by a committee formed by the 

Sindh High Court that also urged imposing a “complete ban.”  

The recommendations came as the court has been hearing a constitutional petition filed in 2019, 

which seeks to overturn the central bank’s guidance from 2018 advising banks and payment 

system operators against processing and investing in virtual currencies.  

The current ambiguity surrounding the legality of digital currency trade has made it easier for 

Pakistanis to fall prey to the recent scheme.  
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Investigators estimate some 37,000 people, mostly from middle-class households in Punjab’s 

Faisalabad had been defrauded after investing money in the scheme that promised to multiply it.  

“The range of investment was from $100 to $80,000,” Imran Riaz, head of the FIA’s cybercrime 

division in Sindh, told Arab News earlier this week. “On an average each member has invested 

$2,000, so with safe estimation we can say that it (amount involved) is $100 million.”  

"There are many stories, many victims stories," he said. "There was one victim ... he sold all the 

gold of his mother to just get rich quickly, and his mother didn't know about it. He was crying all 

the time that 'what should I do and how should I tell this to my mother that I've lost everything?'" 

The scammers used fraudulent apps such as MCX, HFC, HTFOX, FXCOPY, OKIMINI, BB001, 

AVG86C, BX66, 91FP, UG, TASKTOK, with the wallets of Binance, the world’s largest 

cryptocurrency exchange, linked to them. They would add their victims to Telegram groups 

where they shared advice on cryptocurrency trading. Once the users transferred their money 

from Binance to the apps used in the scheme, the applications would crash, and victims would 

no longer have access to their funds.  

Riaz said the FIA had approached Binance to get the record of 26 wallets that were used in the 

fraud.  

“We have asked Binance that, once you have integrated these apps with the system, (you) must 

have asked for certain additional security checks,” Riaz said. “On the basis of this information we 

can make a case and arrest people.”  

The company, he added, had agreed to extend its full support to the FIA and nominated a team 

comprising two former investigators of the US Department of Treasury to coordinate with FIA.  

Simon Mathews, Binance public relations director for Europe, told Arab News the company was 

in touch with FIA, but did not provide more details.  

Proponents of cryptocurrency trade in Pakistan argue that such scams are mostly caused by the 

absence of a legal framework.  

Waqar Zaka, a Pakistani television host and activist who is pleading a case for regulating digital 

currencies, believes regulation would help keep fraud at bay.  

“I pleaded the court that people have invested billions of rupees in crypto trade and the 

government should not declare it illegal,” he said. “Instead, it should devise a mechanism to 

legalize the business, and keep a check on transactions.” 

SOURCE: THE ARAB NEWS, JANUARY 14, 2022   
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Foreign exchange dealers, companies: 

All transactions to be monitored by FBR 

 

HE Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) has decided to document transactions of the foreign 

exchange dealers/exchange companies and directed them to online integrate with the 

FBR’s computerised system. 

The FBR has notified SRO50(I)/2022 to draft amendments in the Income Tax Rules, 2002. 

In this connection, the FBR has issued instructions to the foreign exchange dealers/exchange 

companies. 

According to the FBR, the board has included foreign exchange dealers/exchange companies in 

the list of the businesses that are required to online integrate their businesses. 
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Under the FBR’s rules, the Board shall ensure to provide a facility on its website to a customer of 

an integrated enterprise person to verify and ensure that the invoice or bill issued to him has been 

duly communicated to the Board’s Computerized System and in case of non-verification, he may 

upload the image of invoice or bill to the Board’s portal. 

The foreign exchange dealers/exchange companies shall install such fiscal electronic device and 

software, as approved by the board, available on its website with complete technical instructions 

for installation, configuration and integration. 

The person shall notify to the Board, through the Computerized System, of all the establishments, 

hereinafter referred to as notified establishments, from which they intend to carry on business 

and shall register each point of sale (POS) to activate the integration duly providing the following 

information, namely: POS Registration Number (to be provided by the System); name of business; 

branch name; branch address; POS identification number, and registration date. 

No sale or service from the notified establishment shall be rendered without being recorded by 

the duly-accredited electronic fiscal device (EFD), which means a system composed of one Sale 

Data Controller (SDC) and at least one Point of Sale (POS) connected together, that has the 

following characteristics and requirements, the FBR added. 

SOURCE: BUSINESS RECORDER, JANUARY 15, 2022 
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PTA to be approached for blocking 

crypto portals 

 
Federal Investigation Agency Director-General Dr Sanaullah Abbasi 

EDERAL INVESTIGATION AGENCY (FIA) Director-General Dr Sanaullah Abbasi said 

the agency will approach the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) for blocking 

websites dealing in cryptocurrencies to prevent fraud and possible money laundering. 

He was talking to the media after holding a meeting with a team of senior officials of the State 

Bank of Pakistan (SBP) at the Cyber Crime Circle Office. “The SBP officials gave a presentation in 

the meeting about a regulating mechanism,” said the FIA chief. 

The SBP team informed the participants of the meeting that the central bank had submitted 

recommendations recently under the directions of the Sindh High Court for regulating 

cryptocurrencies. 

Mr Abbasi said legal experts would also be approached to deal with fraud and other issues arising 

out of cryptocurrencies. “Crypto has given a new dimension to the fraud,” remarked Mr Abbasi. 
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Pointing out that the United States, United Kingdom and Canada have declared cryptocurrency 

legal but it is banned in China and other countries, the FIA DG observed that we were mainly 

concerned about fraud and possible money laundering aspects. 

Earlier, it was pointed out in the meeting that there was no section of law available in the 

Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act 2016, Foreign Exchange Remittance Act 1947 (FERA) and 

Anti-Money Laundering Act 2010 (AMLA) regarding illegal/misuse of cryptocurrency. 

“In some cases, the Cyber Crime Wing took cognisance under section-23 of FERA and AMLA.” 

“There is no regulatory framework for virtual asset service providers (VASPs) in order to comply 

with the FATF requirements,” the meeting was informed. 

It was further informed that the SBP and the Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan 

have adopted a ‘prohibited approach’ and issued various instructions on VCs (virtual currency). 

“The SBP had issued an advisory to general public and banks to refrain from dealing with virtual 

currencies, initial coins offering, etc.” 

“The FIA has taken action over complaints of the people that they have been cheated,” said Mr 

Abbasi. He revealed that data was being collected about possible suspects involved in this scam 

with the citizens. 

The FIA has recently initiated a probe into the mega financial scam after 11 apps linked to popular 

cryptocurrency exchange Binance had stopped working, defrauding Pakistani investors of over 

$100 million (Rs17.7 billion). 

Also, it had arrested Dr Zafar from Faisalabad five months back on the charges of defrauding 

people through cryptocurrency. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 16, 2022 
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Should Pakistan have a Cyber Army? 

BY AYAZ HUSSAIN 

YBERSPACE is an exceptional, human-made domain that was created for the facilitation 

of communication and can be characterised as a worldwide inter-connected 

infrastructure. It has made the free interchange of data via a networked system for more 

than half of the world’s population possible. Emerging threats in cyberspace pose new hazards 

and challenges to present societies around the world that has the potential to undermine the 

safety of their citizens and bring important disruption to political, social, and economic life. 

To intellectualise cyberspace security, it is needed to make a difference between two risk 

magnitudes: risk to cyberspace and risk through cyberspace. The risk of cyberspace can be 

considered as a threat to the physical infrastructure of communication technologies. The threat 

through cyberspace, on the other hand, is a danger posed by cyberspace itself and is enabled by 

the usage of its technologies. 

Risks to cyberspace 

Even though the Internet was developed to become a mainly strong network, its growth and 

change of status from a small web of interconnected devices to the global hub of social and 

economic life introduced a wide range of security vulnerabilities to its physical structure. After 

being targeted many times with a malicious intent to bring disruption, many states have 

acknowledged cyberspace as “a key national asset” and have planned to establish special 

organizations that will protect critical infrastructure, thereby reducing risks to the normal 

functioning of the network. 

It is important to keep in mind that cyberspace is a prerequisite for the existence of universal 

capitalism in its current form; therefore, emerging risks to cyberspace threaten to undermine 

international capital marketplaces and disturb prevailing economic order. Consequently, the 

security needs of cyberspace infrastructure and flow of information coincide with some of the 

national security essentials and have to be sheltered by government actors. To this end, the 

Communications Security Establishment Canada (CSEC) and the National Security Agency 

(NSA) have established national encryption standards and protection protocols 

Furthermore, the task of safeguarding critical infrastructure from deliberate attacks and other 

risks pressed many states to develop policies related to “the offensive operations in cyberspace”. 
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Risks through cyberspace 

The technological burst of the previous decade was related with the creation of civic networks 

that facilitated to establish social and political activities of numerous nations more efficiently and 

permitted uncountable entities to prompt their ideas without the assistance of intermediaries like 

radio and press. New media channels permitted for a substantial shift in the landscape of public 

discourse by carrying sweeping variations to countries like Egypt. Nevertheless, cyberspace has 

also been progressively utilised to express the minority opinions of terrorist organizations. 

They have utilised information and communication technology for disseminating their military 

doctrines and promoting extremist activities. Many jihad-oriented groups have been recognised 

to explore the anonymous nature of cyberspace for radicalization and recruitment amongst 

different societies. Furthermore, they have also used them for funding terrorist activities and 

building interaction with radicals all over the world. Additional challenge presented by 

cyberspace is the ever-increasing criminal activities: online extortion, Distributed Denial of 

Service (DDoS) attacks, and unauthorised access. 

Cyber terrorism in Pakistan 

The presence of extremist and radical groups on internet is an old phenomenon as they have been 

manifesting their appearance in cyber space since their very own inception. However, their 

dependency in cyberspace operations has extremely expanded since last two decades. The cyber 

terrorism threat has evolved into a multi-faceted and complex riddle where various conceptual 

doctrines are changing the world into a cyber-war. By 2000, all terrorist groups virtually had set 

up their online presence around globe and cyber space activities were conducted by terrorist 

organizations operating in Pakistan. Terrorist organizations including Islamic State (IS), Jamat 

Ud Dawa (JuD), Balouch Liberation Army(BLA) and Lashker-e-Tayyaba (LeT) have been 

showing their presence online and utilizing social media for assistance and execution of terrorist 

attacks and uploading/sharing videos of their attacks on social media which creates harassment 

and sense of insecurity amongst people of our country. These organizations use cyber space for 

fundraising, online recruitment, psychological warfare, propaganda, and information-sharing. 

Therefore, existing cyber laws and national cyber security policy 2021 should be implemented in 

Pakistan efficiently and effectively for curbing, controlling and coping with modern crimes and 

potential threats to our people and critical national infrastructure. 

The need for a cyber force 

Cyber warfare is usually defined as a cyber-attack or series of attacks that target a country. It has 

the potential to wreak havoc on government and civilian infrastructure and disrupt critical 

systems, resulting in damage to the state and even loss of life. 

According to the Cyber security and Infrastructure Security Agency, the goal of cyber warfare is 

to "weaken, disrupt or destroy" another nation. 
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A cyber-army is a group of soldiers highly skilled in information technology with cyber skills. 

Cyber-armies are the unseen military cyber power which countries should employ to maintain 

national cyber security. 

The establishment of National Centre for Cyber Security (NCCS), PECA-2016, FIA NR3C, CERT, 

and National Cyber Security Policy of Pakistan are valuable initiatives of our government to curb, 

control and cope with potential threats of cyber-crimes in Pakistan. The United States Cyber 

Command (USCYBERCOM) is a United States Armed Forces Unified Combatant Command. 

Numerous risks to cyberspace and through cyberspace result in a long-term negative impact on 

business, development, defence and government activities; therefore, all cyber threats have to be 

properly addressed by security agencies and other organizations by proper implementation of 

cyber laws along with policies, risk and vulnerability assessment frameworks, awareness 

amongst the common people. 

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, JANUARY 16, 2022 
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Cryptocurrency: challenges and 

opportunities 

BY FARAZ AHMED 

 

HE distinction between what is real and what is not is diminishing rapidly these days. The 

recent move by Facebook to rebrand itself as Meta speaks about pace of transition from 

physical to virtual realm. So far, the younger generation is being prepared to live and 

breathe in this metaverse where one can do anything or become anyone without even moving 

out of their couch. However, the architects of these virtual realities are not doing it for charity 

and the end goal is to monetise the whole experience by creating a parallel financial system free 

from the shackles of regulations and physical constraints. Here, cryptocurrencies take the stage 

with a tall promise to fuel this paradigm shift. 

To counter the rising demand for digital currencies, governments around the world are exploring 

or experimenting with central bank digital currencies (CBDCs). Out of all major economies, China 

has advanced the furthest towards a fully-fledged CBDC with its digital yuan. The digital yuan 

is China’s electronic currency. Also known as e-CNY or e-RMB, this new currency stands in direct 

competition with cryptocurrencies, corporate payment systems and mobile payment apps. China 

has completely banned all the cryptocurrencies and the list of countries taking such measures is 

growing. It now includes major economies such as Indonesia, Turkey, Vietnam while Egypt’s Dar 

al-Ifta, the country’s primary Islamic advisory body, issued a religious decree in 2018, classifying 

Bitcoin transactions as Haram. Some countries, that have not banned the digital currencies yet, 
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are seen to quickly hardening their stance against cryptocurrencies like India which recently 

passed legislation to criminalise the possession, issuance, mining, trading and transfer of crypto 

assets. 

Although the strong recommendations, issued recently by the State bank of Pakistan, to ban 

cryptocurrencies created an uproar on the social and mainstream media, it was not a surprise 

because central banks all around the globe are growing wary about cryptocurrencies and 

challenging their existence and authority on regulating the financial system of their countries. 

The question here is not convenience or mere digitalisation of transactions because most 

monetary transfers are already digital and do not require physical currency. 

The other angle is the lack of oversight and usual late/ knee-jerk response by the authorities in 

Pakistan after many illegal applications have fleeced crypto traders of billions of rupees. Lack of 

any regulatory framework provided a perfect breeding ground for unscrupulous operators to 

dodge (not the name of cryptocurrency) the traders by showing affiliation with crypto exchange 

companies such as Binance. 

In my article “Decrypting the bull-run in cryptocurrency”, I analysed major moves in the crypto 

space lately which were mainly speculative in nature without any fundamentals behind them. 

Therefore, even if everything is hunky-dory in terms of compliance and regulation, there is no 

way to find out which direction the cryptocurrencies will go on any particular 

day.Cryptocurrency is not the kind of invention that has had clarity since its inception unlike 

many major inventions so far. Even the inventor of cryptocurrency Satoshi Nakamoto never came 

out to the public to explain what his (or her) discovery was all about. So far, cryptocurrency 

transactions are only found to be associated with many dodgy transactions on the dark web, 

illegal trading, money laundering, and ransom payments to hackers. 

However, the fact that cryptocurrency has survived all the backlash and crackdown from the 

establishment and the existing financial authorities speaks about its robust demand from a 

different breed of investors who have been brought up under the influence of virtual world of 

social media, games, selfies, skins, non-fungible token and virtual coins. In addition, the 

underlying blockchain technology has shown immense potential and it will form the backbone 

of future innovations such as Web 3.0. 

Despite strong criticism from many sophisticated investors like Charlie Munger, who wished that 

cryptocurrencies were never invented, there is a genuine growing demand for the new breed of 

the asset class that provides real diversification to seek refuge especially when the ill-effect of 

relentless printing of fiat currencies by central banks globally will take its toll on its valuation. 

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, JANUARY 17, 2022. 
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Rule of law is immediate challenge, says 

PM Imran 

 
Prime Minister Imran Khan 

RIME MINISTER Imran Khan has counted the Ehsaas programme, health card scheme 

and establishment of the National Rahmatul-Lil-Aalamin Authority (NRA) as his 

government’s biggest initiatives to transform Pakistan into a true Madina-like state and 

said the most urgent challenge is the struggle to establish the rule of law. 

These views were expressed by the prime minister in an article he had written for various 

newspapers under the caption “Spirit of Riyasat-i-Madina: Transforming Pakistan”, which was 

released to the media by the PM Office outlining reasons for setting up the NRA and launch of 

the social security programmes. 

The scholarly article from the prime minister, most of which was based on the speeches he had 

delivered at different gatherings and official ceremonies, came at a time when the government 

was facing severe criticism due to unprecedented inflation. 

“In the light of our ideals, we have embarked on the road to the welfare state with some great 

initiatives. Despite tight financial means, we allocated unprecedented amount of money to our 

initiatives such as the Ehsaas Programme which was a social safety and poverty alleviation 

programme necessary for the vulnerable groups in society,” said Mr Khan. “This was one of our 

key initiatives towards building a state that cares about the welfare of our citizens,” he added. 
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By far, one of the greatest programmes in history of Pakistan, he said, was the Sehat Sahulat 

Programme offering citizens universal health coverage. “This is not just to protect vulnerable 

households from sinking into poverty who often borrow money for medical treatment, but it also 

leads to a network of private sector hospitals all over the country, thus benefitting both the public 

as well as the private sectors in the field of health,” he said, adding that just the Punjab 

government alone had allocated Rs400 billion for this. 

“Our Ehsaas scholarship programme would ensure that talented students within the 

underprivileged and poor strata of society would get a chance to pursue decent education that 

would augment their chances of getting better livelihoods. This programme combined with all 

our other scholarships amounts to six million scholarships worth Rs47 billion,” he said. 

Mr Khan reiterated that the most urgent of all challenges facing the country was the struggle to 

establish the rule of law. Over the last 75 years of Pakistan’s history, he said, the country had 

suffered from elite capture, where the powerful and crooked politicians, cartels and mafias had 

become accustomed to being above the law in order to protect their privileges gained through a 

corrupt system.” While protecting their privileges, he said, they had corrupted state institutions, 

especially those responsible for upholding the rule of law. 

“Such individuals, cartels and mafias are parasites who are not loyal to our country and defeating 

them is absolutely necessary in order to unleash the real potential of Pakistan,” he added. 

The premier said if one looked at the world, one could easily witness that most successful states 

also had the most robust application of the rule of law. “Besides several western nations, one 

witnesses those East Asian economies that have recently prospered, strictly practised this 

principle. Japan, China, South Korea are good examples,” he said, adding: “whereas in those 

nations where rule of law was subverted, seem to be sinking into poverty and chaos. In many 

countries of the Muslim world, despite the prevalence of tremendous resources, there is less 

progress, which is attributable to lack of rule of law.” 

“Another good example is South Asia. In today’s India, the apartheid rule of law has immediately 

brought about poverty and countless insurgencies that threaten the union of their country. In 

Pakistan, not adhering to the rule of law has led to siphoning off of billions of US dollars which 

has imposed collective poverty on our public. The pattern of politics and development in many 

countries of Africa and Latin American suggest the same. The so-called banana republics are the 

way they are because of lack of rule of law.” 

The third founding principle of Riyasat-i-Madina, he said, was of an ethical and moral 

transformation of the people — the concept of Amr-bil-Maroof-wa-Nahi-an-al-Munkar (doing 

good, forbidding evil). 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 17, 2022 
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Bold decisions 

T is a double blow within a matter of days. The Islamabad High Court’s order last week to 

demolish a navy golf course in the capital has come on the heels of the same court ordering 

two Pakistan Navy projects, including farmhouses and a sailing club to be similarly 

demolished. These are bold and historic decisions in that they hold powerful entities accountable 

for abusing their authority and violating land use laws. 

In the more recent golf course case, the court found it had illegally been built in a protected park 

area and that the navy had encroached upon state land without lawful authority and jurisdiction. 

It has ordered the site sealed and its possession handed over to CDA and the Islamabad Wildlife 

Management Board. Unless it can be utilised for an environmentally-friendly activity, the golf 

course is to be demolished within four weeks. The court also ordered the CDA chairman to probe 

the construction of Monal and other restaurants located on national park land. 

If these orders are implemented, it will send an important message to privileged segments of 

society. Too often, we have seen similar directives about the illegal use of land in Karachi, in 

which wedding halls and shopping malls have been set up on land allotted for specific military 

use. But these orders are not complied with and there is no follow-through. Why is it that 

compliance is only ensured where middle- and lower-income classes are affected? 

In the recent Nasla Tower case, for instance, the apex court had expressed its displeasure with 

the Karachi commissioner for not completing the demolition process in time. To cite another 

example, when it came to razing Empress Market shops, also ordered by the apex court, the 

authorities moved with alacrity. The reality is that the rules are different for those that have 

influence and connections, as compared to those that do not. 

In cases where the owners and financiers of illegally constructed property and recreation projects 

are powerful, court orders are ignored, delayed or simply forgotten. But this leeway is not 

extended to projects where ‘ordinary’ members of the populace have a stake. It is a sorry 

reflection of the authorities’ inability or lack of willingness to implement court orders that ruffle 

elite feathers. The IHC directive to demolish the navy projects is a test case for the Islamabad 

administration to prove if a ‘naya’ Pakistan is at all possible. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 17, 2022 
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Indonesian recipe 

MOHAMMAD ALI BABAKHEL 

HE Indonesian National Action Plan on Preventing and Countering Violent Extrem­ism 

(NAP on PCVE) that Leads to Terrorism reflects the fact that countering extremism (CE) 

requires both long- and short-term plans. 

Indonesia is the fourth and Pakistan the fifth most populous country in the world. An archipelago 

of 17,508 islands, Indonesia shares a land border with East Timor, Papua New Guinea and 

Malaysia, and maritime borders with seven countries — India, Australia, Thailand, Vietnam, 

Palau, Singapore, and the Philippines — all of which makes counter terrorism (CT) more 

challenging. For Pakis­t­an, situated in the same neighbourhood as Afghanistan, Iran, China, and 

India, it beco­mes difficult to draw a clear distinction betw­een internal and external security 

threats. 

A comprehensive CT strategy, NAP on CVE attempts to construct a gendered response to 

terrorism and VE. It is based on a soft approach to address VE through prevention, law 

enforcement, and international partnership and cooperation. 

NAP on PCVE focuses on aligning the national legal framework with the international legal 

framework in CVE that leads to terrorism. Legal overlapping has been identified as one of the 

reasons for ineffectiveness of CT and CVE measures. Pakistan may also derive inspiration from 

the suggested exercises and carry out revision of its CT laws. 

In conflict areas post 9/11, women are not only victims of terrorism but also instrumental in the 

recruitment, facilitation, and indoctrination of children. In traditional societies, women’s 

potential role as peacebuilders did not get due attention. The Surabaya bombings in 2018, which 

were carried out by family groups, forced the review of traditional approaches to VE. Inclusion 

of women in the security sector and gender mainstreaming became inevitable. 

Unauthentic data or lack of data integration affects planning, allocation of resources, and analysis 

results on VE. LEAs are not proficient in data collection and processing; rather they usually 

manipulate statistics. In Indonesia, the task has been assigned to Statistics Indonesia. In the case 

of Pakistan, the job could be assigned to the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics. 

NAP on PCVE also identifies the inadequacy of funding sources to compensate victims of 

terrorism and suggested the introduction of a victim trust fund. In Pakistan, although personnel 

of security forces and LEAs are entitled to compensation, there is no uniform compensation 

package for other categories of victims. Setting up a victim trust fund and enacting uniform 

provincial compensation laws will bridge the gap between the state and victims. 
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NAP on PCVE addresses the issue of funding as well and cites the need for international funding 

sources. Effective implementation of NAP in Pakistan needs allocation of additional funds. 

The effectiveness of any plan depends on variables, such as timeline, level of consensus and 

understanding within the components of the criminal justice system and the civil and military 

apparatus, as well as implementation mechanism, availability of additional resources, political 

ownership, etc. The strength of NAP on PCVE is that it not only identified problems but also 

incorporated actions, output, timeline, and clearly defined responsibilities. 

NAP on PCVE has a specific timeline (2020-2024) while there has been no timeline in our context. 

To coordinate, monitor, and evaluate implementation, a joint secretariat (JS) of NAP on PCVE has 

been established. Ministers, heads of institutions, governors and mayors are responsible for the 

implementation of the plan within their respective regions. They are required to submit biannual 

reports on implementation of the strategy to the JS. An annual report on implementation is to be 

submitted to the president. In Pakistan, Nacta submits a biannual policy review to the 

government on the implementation of NAP. 

The Indonesian plan lays stress on optimising community policing, youth engagement, and 

meaningful input from community organisations. For eradication of VE, effective coordination 

between central and local governments and the community is vital. In Pakistan, NAP is a post-

18th Amendment development which demands a proactive role from the provinces and more 

collaboration between provincial and federal departments. 

In CT, Indonesia primarily follows the cri­m­inal justice model based on the law-enforcement 

approach in which terrorism is treated as a crime whereas Pakistan follows a combination of 

criminal justice and military model. 

Extremism and terrorism do not know geographical boundaries. Regional cooperation 

guarantees peace and a peaceful coexistence. The Indonesian transition from a whole-of-

government approach to a combination of whole-of-society and whole-of-government approach 

can be a source of inspiration for many countries. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 17, 2022 
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Security policy unveiled 

AKISTAN’S freshly unveiled National Security Policy has broadened the traditional 

concept and included economic stability as a key component. Prepared by the National 

Security Division led by National Security Advisor Dr Moeed Yusuf, the report provides 

a comprehensive framework for looking at national security by making it more holistic and 

inclusive. By bringing geoeconomics into the centre of the concept, the NSP also charts a clear 

vision for policymaking at the national level.  Prime Minister Imran Khan launched the report in 

Islamabad and underscored that a country cannot be secure without having a sound economy. 

The NSP has done well to distinguish between traditional security — represented by defence, 

territorial integrity, diplomacy — and non-traditional security that includes the country’s 

economic health and the well-being of its citizens. 

“The country’s security imperatives in the next decade will be driven by the need to realise its 

economic potential while ensuring national cohesion, territorial integrity, internal security, and 

citizen welfare,” states the report. The expanded definition of national security is a welcome one. 

For too long have narrow national security concerns defined the priorities of the country. Such a 

narrow focus on traditional aspects of national security has led to resources being skewed in 

favour of these areas at the expense of all others. By positioning citizen’s welfare at the core of 

the new concept, the NSP acknowledges that only a paradigm shift in thinking among the 

decision-makers can lead to re-formatting of priorities. 

The NSP is vague in many areas but an umbrella document such as this one is not expected to 

deliver on details. It is supposed to provide a broad framework and a clear direction for 

policymaking and guide decision makers in picking the right choices for resource allocation. The 

NSP has taken years to compile but as a living document that can evolve with time, it is a very 

useful addition to the state’s policy toolkit. It should prod the leaders to take a closer look at the 

requirements of geoeconomics and especially when they run counter to the traditional thinking 

on hard security matters. The issue of trade with India may provide a test case. Geoeconomics 

may require Pakistan to relook at the decision of not trading with India when increased trade 

could deliver tremendous benefits. There should be a debate on how Pakistan can delink this 

issue with political problems with India that remain intractable. If the NSP can trigger such 

strategic re-evaluation of national priorities, it would have served a very useful purpose. 

Now that the report has been launched, it should be debated threadbare in parliament. It requires 

a buy-in from all stakeholders and therefore the government should provide full opportunity to 

the opposition to dissect it and provide inputs that may be included in the report at some point. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 17, 2022  
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National security 

AIZAZ AHMAD CHAUDHRY 

‘NATIONAL security’, as a concept, is constantly being redefined worldwide. Because of its 

dynamic nature, many nations evolve and announce strategies to bolster their national security. 

In Pakistan too, a National Security Policy (NSP), the first ever, has been formulated around the 

concept of ‘comprehensive’ national security. The argument is that the nation of Pakistan will be 

truly secure only if it has economic and human security alongside military security. Sounds 

appealing. However, we need to unpack the concept to understand it better. 

Traditionally, the threat to the Pakistani nation occurred at its borders, emanating mostly from 

India. Hence, creating a robust military infrastructure became a strategic imperative for Pakistan. 

Over time, threats to our national security started to emerge not just from outside but also from 

within. The enemy could create conditions of political, economic or societal mayhem, and thus 

achieve the same purpose that it would have achieved by a direct attack but at a far lower cost. 

Thus arose the need to address what is often referred to as ‘non-traditional threats’ to national 

security. 

Some academics regard the term ‘non-traditional’ as way too vague. So let’s be more specific. 

Climatic effects, like flash floods, heatwaves or drought could kill far more people than a war 

would. Infectious diseases and pandemics play havoc with a nation. Natural disasters kill 

thousands. Terrorism and violent extremism emanate from internal and external sources alike. 

Disinformation campaigns demoralise a nation. Economic coercion such as sanctions can build 

up serious economic pressures. Poverty, hunger and unbridled population growth are major 

hindrances to sustainable development. Cyberattacks can cripple the institutions of any state, far 

or near. 

Clearly, the threat spectrum has grown so wide that only a comprehensive national security 

policy can help ensure peace, stability and the development of a nation. The NSP 2022-26, which 

the government has just announced, defines the “ultimate purpose” as enhancing the “safety, 

security, dignity, and prosperity” of our citizens. A noble objective indeed. Another notable 

feature is that economic security would be the core of national security. This also makes sense. 

Unless we have enough economic resources, we cannot guarantee even traditional military 

security, let alone protect the safety and dignity of our fellow citizens. We have repeatedly seen 

how economic dependence on donors drastically shrank our policy choices. 

So, the logic of evolving a comprehensive national security to counter such a wide spectrum of 

internal, external and natural threats is perfectly sound. The real challenge, however, is how do 

we implement such a broad-based strategy. Last week, while introducing the policy, our national 
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security adviser suggested that we initiate an ‘intellectual debate’ on the NSP. At first, I thought 

that would make the document controversial. On deeper reflection, however, I agree with the 

suggestion because our nation must not shy away from debating an issue of such monumental 

importance that would touch the life of every citizen. In fact, only through debate would one 

discover the areas in which the NSP is deficient and identify the themes that might require greater 

emphasis. 

Beyond the theoretical debate on the NSP, what is of far greater significance is how would the 

government implement such a transformational concept of pursuing a citizen-centric approach 

with economic security at its core. That would require a comprehensive implementation 

framework, with each sectoral department or agency preparing an implementation matrix, with 

clear objectives, strategy, indicators of achievement, oversight and accountability mechanisms, 

and a dynamic follow-up. 

Since government departments jealously guard their turf, which central authority would 

periodically review the progress? Will our political governance model allow such centralised 

monitoring? Can the National Security Division or National Security Committee, which houses 

both the civil and military leadership, oversee the progress made in the implementation of the 

NSP? Will the Council of Common Interests have any role? How will provinces be co-opted to 

fully own the strategy? And how would grassroots governance — districts, tehsils, and towns — 

be engaged to ensure that their development work is in line with the priorities identified in the 

NSP? 

These are profound questions. The answers can emerge but only if serious efforts are made to 

forge a nationwide political consensus on the NSP. Equally important is the need for coordination 

and coherence amongst the branches of government and the relevant stakeholders. Let us hope 

that in the coming weeks the debate will focus on practical implementation of the NSP, and not 

just on its broad contours. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 18, 2022 
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Rawalpindi court sentences woman to 

death for sending blasphemous content 

on WhatsApp 

 Muslim woman was sentenced to death by a Rawalpindi court after being convicted of 

sending blasphemous content via WhatsApp. 

The 26-year-old woman was arrested in May 2020 and charged with posting 

“blasphemous material” as her WhatsApp status, according to a summary issued by a sessions 

court. When a friend urged her to change it, she instead forwarded the material to him, it said. 

The court ordered that the woman be “hanged by her neck till she is dead” along with a 20-year 

jail sentence and a fine of Rs200,000. 

Up to 80 people are known to be jailed in Pakistan on blasphemy charges — half of whom face 

life in prison or the death penalty — according to the US Commission on International Religious 

Freedom. 

While many cases involve Muslims accusing fellow Muslims, rights activists have warned that 

religious minorities — particularly Christians — are often caught in the crossfire, with blasphemy 

charges used to settle personal scores. 

In December, a Sri Lankan factory manager working in Sialkot was beaten to death and set ablaze 

by a mob after being accused of blasphemy. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 19, 2022 
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New law, new hope 

NIGHAT DAD 

N July 2021, the Supreme Court of Pakistan, while deciding Civil Petition No 4570/2019 

(‘Nadia Naz vs President of Pakistan & Others’), acknowledged the flaws and limitations in 

the Protection against Harassment of Women at the Workplace Act, 2010, in great detail while 

penning that while the preamble of the Act promises “protection of women against harassment 

at workplace” when “examined as a whole, it does not live up to expectation as title and preamble 

of the Act suggest. In its present form, surprisingly the harassment against which a woman is 

provided an assurance of protection is just another piece of cosmetic legislation; it is blinkered in 

its application”. It added, “The Act, 2010, rather than addressing [the] issue of harassment in all 

its manifestation, as noted above, in a holistic manner, is a myopic piece of legislation that focused 

only on a minute faction of harassment. The Act, 2010, confines or limits its application to 

sexualised forms, including orientation of unwanted or unwelcome behaviour, or conduct 

displayed by an accused person towards a victim in any organisation.” It stated further, “Giving 

such restri­c­ted meaning to ‘actionable’ harassment, by the legislature in its wisdom, impinges 

[on] the very object and purpose for which the Act, 2010, was promulgated.” 

This was not the first time higher courts in the country expressed their dissatisfaction over the narrow 

definitions prescribed. Legal practitioners, who have been representing survivors before the offices 

of ombudspersons and courts over the years, have highlighted the narrow application of the law by 

the concerned judicial bodies as part of a clear hesitation to interpret the law in a wider scope. 

Ombudspersons who attempted to interpret the law broadly had their decisions eventually 

overturned by the higher courts by limiting the scope of jurisdictional powers prescribed by the law. 

For almost a decade, lawyers, civil society actors, feminist movements and, on occasion, even 

ombudspersons showed concern and demanded that the 2010 law be amended in order to cater to 

harassment in all its manifestations. The Ministry of Human Rights under Dr Shireen Mazari took the 

lead in drafting amendments in light of the judgements of the higher courts as well as after many 

survivors reached out to the ministry when their complaints were thrown out due to the narrow scope 

of the law or on facing retaliation in the form of counter-defamation suits. 

In the last two years, several consultations were held with the relevant stakeholders including 

lawyers, NGOs and members of feminist movements such as the Women’s Action Forum, during 

which several amendments were proposed and finalised. After detailed deliberations at the 

Senate Standing Committee on Human Rights session in December 2021, with the invaluable 

support of senators from opposition parties such as Sherry Rehman and Quratulain Marri as well, 

the final draft of the amendments was accepted and approached in a refreshingly non-partisan 

manner. The Harassment of Women at Workplace (Amendment) Bill is a welcome and historic 
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development for all women, men and transgender communities in the country who have been 

facing gender discrimination at their workplace. Previously, the law was restricted to only 

harassment of a sexual nature; however, it has been amended to include “discrimination on the 

basis of gender”, whether it is sexual in nature at all, inflicted upon any man, woman or gender 

minority. In terms of implementation, such changes can potentially lead to monumental shifts in 

not only how harassment cases are registered, dealt with and treated in the legal sphere, but more 

importantly, how harassment is perceived by society. 

By placing broader descriptions for such persistent issues, the scope and ambit on which action 

can be taken against harassment in the workplace are flexible. This also makes the Act more 

accessible and encouraging to a range of complainants. 

Additionally, while describing “hostile environment”, the amended Act now states “provided 

that a single incident” has the effect of “making a person uncomfortable or creating a sense of 

fear or panic at the workplace”, which makes it clear that one-time harassment will be considered 

an act of harassment without adding extra burden on the complainant to prove a pattern of 

harassment, while adding gender-based harassment beyond the sexual nature of the incident. 

The amendment further provides protections against retaliation by adding that “Filing counter-

blasts suits for defamation [...] are also retaliation against complainants” and empowers the 

ombudsperson or inquiry committees to take notice of these tactics in its proceedings. 

Two other important amendments expand the definition of ‘employee’ and ‘workplace’. The 

former now includes freelancers, performers, artists, entertainers, sportspersons, students, 

domestic workers, intern trainees or apprentices working with or without pay. By including 

domestic workers in its ambit, the Act covers informal work environments where women are 

often most vulnerable to violence and exploitation. By broadening the definition of the 

workplace, the Act proves to be a critical amendment as it clarifies that the workplace shouldn’t 

be restricted to just traditional office space but all places where the activities of the organisation 

or employer are carried out in relation to the work — outdoor spaces, concerts, schools, studios, 

courts, highways, sporting facilities and events, and factories are now all recognised as spaces 

where harassment can (and does) happen. 

Movements such as #MeToo have highlighted the gaps in the legal system and legislation in 

addressing the needs of victims and survivors. The amendments are a huge leap forward in 

responding to these criticisms, while at the same time reflecting the lived realities of survivors of 

harassment. After these encouraging amendments, Pakistan should also ratify ILO Convention 

190 on sexual harassment at the workplace. If it takes this step, Pakistan will be the second 

country in all of Asia after Fiji to do so. The next challenge for the law is now implementation, 

incentivising and pushing organisations, both public and private, to have inquiry committees in 

place. The onus is also on our courts to develop nuanced and feminist jurisprudence that 

implements the true spirit of the law — that is to make workplaces safe and accessible for all. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 20, 2022  
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Curbing child pornography 

 paedophilia scandal rocked the nation in August 2015, in which hundreds of child 

pornographic videos circulated online from a village in Punjab. Following that incident, 

Pakistan decided to criminalise child pornography and child trafficking with a 7-year 

sentence and a fine of Rs0.7 million through an amendment in the Criminal Law Bill. This 

however has not deterred criminals as such incidents have constantly been occurring since then. 

The latest of this was in September 2021 when police arrested at least 4 persons in connection 

with an active pedophile ring operating in Punjab, which shows an entire culture is prevalent at 

the underbelly and the situation is much more alarming than we care to believe. 

In light of this, the Islamabad High Court has ordered the federal government to enhance the 

degree of punishment from 7 years to 20 years with a fine of no less than Rs1 million. The court 

has also urged the government to issue guidelines to ensure the dignity of victims during legal 

proceedings and introduce measures in line with international standards such as allowing 

recorded testimonies or video conferencing so that the victim is not in direct contact with the 

accused. While this is a much needed initiative, it is important to understand that punishments 

on paper are a weak form of deterrence due to lack of implementation. Instead, there needs to be 

a nationwide crackdown in order to dismantle pornographic and trafficking rings. For this, 

cybercrime agencies must work with law enforcement personnel to investigate the matter before 

using brute force in catching the perpetrators. This will indeed take up a lot of resources and 

manpower. 

It is no surprise that victims especially child victims are treated horribly during legal proceedings. 

This has been witnessed in many cases such as in the Arzoo case. The government must 

collaborate with civil society organisations to devise a cohesive framework for the protection of 

victims and sensitise officials to uphold the victim’s dignity. 

SOURCE: EXPRESS TRIBUNE, JANUARY 21, 2022 
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Juvenile justice 

SARA MALKANI 

HEN young people commit crimes, they should not be treated like adults. Criminal 

justice systems around the world, including Pakistan’s, formally recognise this. In 

Pakistan, persons under the age of 18 are entitled to special protections under the 

Juvenile Justice System Act passed in 2018. As with much legislation in Pakistan on the rights of 

women and children, the juvenile justice law remains largely unimplemented and the 

unfortunate reality is that minors accused of crimes continue to be treated as adults by law 

enforcement. Why is it so crucial for juveniles to be treated differently by the justice system? 

Extensive studies of criminal behaviour around the world show that juveniles who come into 

contact with the formal criminal system are more likely to re-offend. An extensive international 

study tracking thousands of young people over 35 years concluded in 2010 that formal processing 

through the criminal justice system “appears to not have a crime control effect, and across all 

measures, appears to increase delinquency”. 

Young people who come into contact with the criminal justice system tend to adopt a ‘deviant’ 

identity leading them to perpetuate deviant behaviour. They may also come into close contact 

with other criminals, thereby hardening their criminal identity. By throwing offending juveniles 

in jail, we are condemning them to a life of crime. The degree of criminal responsibility attributed 

to young persons should be lower since they are less likely to understand the nature and 

consequences of their actions. At an impressionable age, they are also more likely to be influenced 

by counselling and rehabilitative measures. Instead of throwing them in prison, a juvenile’s 

encounter with the justice system should become an opportunity to reform the young person and 

address those factors that make a life of crime seem necessary or attractive to them. 

In light of this evidence, many criminal justice systems around the world provide an alternative 

to the formal criminal system known as diversion, where cases involving young persons are 

diverted to special committees empowered to arrive at alternative outcomes to criminal penalties 

using processes that rely on dialogue and mediation. 

Under Pakistan’s Juvenile Justice System Act, cases involving offences committed by juveniles 

are to be diverted to a diversion committee, to be established in each district, with the consent of 

a juvenile or their guardian. The law empowers the diversion committee, known as the Juvenile 

Justice Committee, to dispose of cases with the consent of the complainant. The law sets forth a 

number of alternatives that the committee may prescribe in lieu of criminal penalties. These 

include reparation of damage caused, written or oral apology and placement in a juvenile 

rehabilitation centre. All cases may be disposed of through the juvenile justice committees other 
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than those involving ‘heinous offences’ — an offence which is punishable by more than seven 

years. Removing a case from the formal criminal justice system not only benefits the young 

offender but also carries several advantages for the victims of crime. Criminal proceedings tend 

to be punishing for complainants — they are made to suffer through delays and bureaucratic red 

tape. Given the defects in investigation and prosecution in the criminal justice system, many cases 

are likely to end in acquittal, which means that there is no justice for the victim. Diversion 

committees are more likely to lead to outcomes that will bring some sense of closure and 

reparation to those who have been wronged. 

To date, almost four years after the passage of the law, juvenile justice committees are not yet 

functional. Practically speaking, diversion has not been implemented in Pakistan, which means 

that juveniles continue to go through the formal criminal justice system. 

The Juvenile Justice Act is one example of the many laws enacted in Pakistan without any 

consideration for the financial resources and human skills required to actually implement them. 

Juvenile justice committees are mandated to perform very complex roles that require sensitivity, 

excellent communication and dispute resolution skills. There is no avenue, however, for the 

development of this skill set. In the absence of a pool of skilled persons who can be appointed to 

these diversion committees, they are unlikely to have any kind of success. The processes and 

protocols to be followed by diversion committee must also be carefully designed to ensure that 

they yield the best outcomes for young persons and also have a positive impact on crime rates. 

Poorly developed diversion systems could increase vulnerabilities for young persons as well as 

complainants. Another reason why it is unlikely for diversion committees to succeed in Pakistan 

is that there are no practical intervention programmes that juveniles may be referred to. Juvenile 

rehabilitation centres barely exist. State-provided counselling services are non-existent. 

Therefore, if juvenile justice committees encounter juveniles who should not be allowed back in 

their communities without these services, they will not have any meaningful options. 

How we deal with juveniles who run contrary to the law defines how we see ourselves as a nation. 

In the words of the American civil rights lawyer and writer Michelle Alexander, “We could 

choose to be a nation that extends care, compassion, and concern to those who are locked up and 

locked out or headed for prison before they are old enough to vote. We could seek for them the 

same opportunities we seek for our own children; we could treat them like one of ‘us’. We could 

do that. Or we can choose to be a nation that shames and blames its most vulnerable, affixes 

badges of dishonour upon them at young ages, and then relegates them to a permanent second-

class status for life.” Operationalising the principles enunciated in our juvenile justice laws is a 

long and difficult but by no means an impossible task. It requires sincere effort and commitment 

to the rights and well-being of children. Superficial and knee-jerk approaches will not get us 

anywhere. Our state institutions and concerned civil society actors will have to work diligently 

to give our young children a fair chance and develop justice processes that actually deliver. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 22, 2022  
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The reality gap 

BY MALEEHA LODHI 

RIME MINISTER Imran Khan was right to assert at the launch of the National Security 

Policy (NSP) that for long it was military security that determined the country’s strategy. 

Offering a comprehensive approach by placing as much emphasis on the security of 

citizens as state security is a welcome initiative. This has long been urged by many in the country 

who pointed out that the security of a country can neither be assured nor be meaningful for 

citizens without human security — a concept originating in the early 1990s, which Dr Mahbubul 

Haq translated into an implementable and measurable goal in a path-breaking UNDP document 

in 1994. The notion has figured for years in power point presentations at the National Defence 

University here and academic institutions elsewhere. But it was never formally embraced or acted 

upon by Pakistan’s security managers. The key question now is whether the government has a 

strategy to implement human security or indeed the NSP’s other lofty objectives. Seeking to be 

all-encompassing the document lists numerous well-known challenges but without identifying 

credible and executable policies to achieve objectives. Instead, it offers a series of platitudes. A 

policy document must align goals with resources and capacity, and ends with means so that it is 

in sync with realities. That’s what makes policy enforceable. 

The NSP disappoints because it states objectives without indicating a strategy, goals without 

specifying means to secure them and aims without identifying criteria for deliverables. Long on 

verbiage it is short on ideas. It is silent on allocation of responsibilities to promote the goals it sets. 

Who will align the varied goals? It should also have been able to show how national security 

challenges overlap and are interconnected and how an integrated approach is to be crafted and 

implemented to set off a virtuous cycle. It claims to provide an overall policy direction but does 

so in a generalised and superficial way. It is as if a tick-the-boxes approach is adopted, which 

treats issues in a cursory manner and leaves priorities unclear. 

Consider the NSP’s emphasis on making the economy the pivot of national security — a welcome 

reaffirmation but not entirely a new undertaking as economic stability has long been paramount 

for policymakers. The renewed emphasis required indicating how this goal would be promoted 

including a commitment to take tough decisions to reorder budget priorities and launch serious 

reforms. But one looks in vain for this in the document. After all the structural sources of 

Pakistan’s chronic financial imbalances are well known. Governments have for decades lived 

beyond their means and relied on domestic and foreign borrowing to meet financing gaps in both 

the budget and balance of payments. Ruling elites have shown no political will to raise domestic 

resources while refusing to tax themselves. Meanwhile, large defence expenditures have pre-

empted spending on human development — education and health — in a trade-off with obvious 
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implications for ‘economic security’. While declaring the intent to place the economy at the core 

of national security, the NSP doesn’t focus on the crux of Pakistan’s economic weakness much 

less on how to address it especially by urging a change in budget priorities. It devotes few 

sentences to fiscal management and states only this about the goal: “a manageable fiscal deficit 

through a consistent increase in government revenues requires continued focus on tax reforms.” 

But it offers no ideas, no ‘direction’ on what this involves. If the economy is to be the pivot of 

national security — and it should — the NSP should have spelt out how this aim would be 

secured. Goals such as increase exports, achieve sustainable growth and secure energy supplies 

are set out but these have long figured as declarations of intent in almost every official economic 

document. As implementation is everything, it is necessary to explain how goals are to be 

achieved. Absent that, objectives remain little more than a wish list. 

Three other challenges with enormous economic and security impact are dealt with in passing — 

population growth, extremism and the education deficit. The demographic challenge is 

consequential to Pakistan’s security for reasons that need little elaboration. But the NSP doesn’t 

prioritise population control. Even though it cites annual population growth at 2.4 per cent it 

refers only fleetingly to “population management” in the context of sustainable development. 

Extremism is dealt with in a perfunctory manner despite being among Pakistan’s top security 

challenges. A few prosaic phrases are offered as a response. Education, which lies at the heart of 

most of Pakistan’s problems, is mentioned in the section on securing the economic future but it 

too doesn’t receive the priority it should. Pakistan still has the world’s second highest number of 

out-of-school children, 22 million. Yet the NSP ‘guideline’ simply calls for quality education to 

ensure global competitiveness. This aim is already compromised by the government’s 

controversial single national curriculum policy. The section on foreign policy shows a lack of 

ideas and imagination. It would certainly have benefited from a description, albeit brief, of the 

unsettled international environment which forms the backdrop to the conduct of Pakistan’s 

foreign policy with wide-ranging implications for both its geopolitical and geo-economic 

strategies. The NSP mentions growing militarisation but as consequential for the country are 

trade and tech wars between big powers that are dividing the global economy and bifurcating 

the supply chain and the digital world. The document lists Pakistan’s principal bilateral 

relationships saying little about how to manage or balance them in an era of shifting geopolitics 

and multipolarity. It does not indicate strategic priorities while regurgitating the old theme of 

leveraging Pakistan’s location to advance its interests, which however are not clearly spelt out. 

Surprisingly the NSP doesn’t mention the crucial role of soft power in promoting Pakistan’s 

diplomatic goals. Only two policy guidelines are offered which are generalised formulations of 

what every country seeks to do anyway, for example, “cultivate broad-based relationships”. The 

NSP correctly places emphasis on national cohesion as a key determinant of security. This is ironic 

coming from a government that has never acted on this and failed to build national consensus for 

the NSP. After all, if all provinces are not brought on board, implementation of any policy 

becomes well-nigh impossible. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 24, 2022  
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Government’s silence 

 MAJOR trial is underway in London during which Pakistan has repeatedly been 

mentioned as the place where payment was allegedly sent to a hitman for hire. The case 

revolves around the defendant, a British Pakistani man Gohir Khan, whom the Crown 

Prosecution Service alleges was hired by an individual in Pakistan to murder exiled Pakistani 

blogger Ahmed Waqass Goraya, who is now based in Rotterdam (the Netherlands). 

Regardless of the outcome, the case has significant implications, not just for the UK but also 

Pakistan. On multiple occasions, the prosecution has alleged that a middleman based in Pakistan 

approached the defendant with a ‘job’ to kill Mr Goraya. It has also been alleged that the 

middleman provided £5,000 which was paid into a Pakistani bank account, a photograph of the 

target as well as his home address in Rotterdam. A further £80,000 was allegedly promised if the 

‘job’ was completed. Thus far, none of the allegations or evidence has been contested by the 

defendant. He has pleaded not guilty to the charges of conspiracy to murder and maintains he 

had no intention to kill anyone but just to earn cash. 

The case has raised serious questions about a possible transnational murder plot, which on the 

surface appears to have been initiated by elements/individuals in Pakistan. Despite these 

implications, there is a deafening silence in Pakistan. The authorities have not uttered a word 

about the disclosures being made in the UK court, which include the name of the middleman as 

well as a bank account and receipt of the money transfer. 

It is unclear whether Islamabad is in touch with London about this individual, or if efforts are 

underway to determine the identity of this middleman and his boss. The UK and Pakistan have 

signed mutual legal assistance documents, which enable the easy exchange of information 

between police in both countries in such cases. MLAs have been used in cases in the past, 

including the Imran Farooq murder, to prosecute individuals. Are such mechanisms being 

exhausted to nab the alleged culprits? 

The fact that both the Dutch and UK authorities are taking the matter seriously should prompt 

some action in Pakistan. Sadly, aside from MNA Mohsin Dawar raising it in parliament, there is 

no discussion of this case, which is built around an alleged murder plot targeting a Pakistani 

dissident overseas. The government must demonstrate it respects free speech and human rights, 

and bring any possible perpetrators to justice. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 24, 2022 
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Growing terrorism threat 

BY MUHAMMAD AMIR RANA 

HE terrorist attack on a police check post in the heart of the federal capital earlier this week 

was a dangerous happening. It is good that the security agencies have taken the incident 

very seriously (they should be equally concerned about the security of other cities such as 

Lahore that witnessed a blast on Thursday). But what is questionable is the state’s penchant for 

talking to the notorious banned group that claimed the attack. The Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan 

(TTP) has escalated terrorist attacks in Pakistan since the Afghan Taliban took power in 

Afghanistan, and the interior minister has indicated that the trend may continue in the coming 

weeks. 

Last year too, two terrorist attacks were recorded in Islamabad in which the banned TTP killed 

three policemen and injured a couple of others. Indeed, the twin cities of Islamabad and 

Rawalpindi have witnessed sporadic terrorist violence in recent years despite perceptible 

security. During the last two years, the TTP and its factions have carried out 11 terrorist attacks 

in Rawalpindi and Islamabad, resulting in the deaths of 13 security, mainly police, officials. This 

week’s attack in Islamabad also targeted policemen. The second worrying aspect is that in the 

past the TTP remained active mainly in the outskirts of the federal capital, but the latest attack 

was reported from a busy sector in the heart of Islamabad. The attack reveals the intention of the 

terrorist group to create fear. If more such attacks happen, barricades and check posts on the 

roads of Islamabad will be brought back. Only recently, a sense of security had returned when 

the number of security check posts was reduced to a minimum. Though Islamabad has a 

functional safe city mechanism, the security of the federal capital remains critical and security 

departments can take any measures to counter threats. 

It will not be surprising if Islamabad comes under increased security surveillance when a so-

called pro-Pakistan regime in Kabul is reluctant to hand over or act against terrorists causing 

insecurity in this country. 

Some media reports indicate that certain Afghan Taliban leaders are trying to restrict the 

movement of the TTP leaders and impose an arms embargo on the group. But the situation on 

the ground is different and the TTP’s confidence is gradually improving. Meanwhile, Pakistan 

has reportedly initiated another round of peace talks with the TTP through a tribal jirga, which 

can only be interpreted as extending one more olive branch to the terrorists. One wonders why 

security institutions are obsessed with talking to the TTP, especially when the latter has taken a 

hard stance on talks and continues its attacks against Pakistan. 
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The killing of Mufti Khalid Balti, a former spokesperson of the TTP, has further increased the 

trust deficit between negotiators from both sides and their guarantors. In that context, if the 

mantra of talks is merely a tactic to create rifts in the TTP leadership then the cost is very high 

and still may not be enough to eliminate the threat. The TTP will continue to cause damage to 

Pakistan, and over time, the Taliban regime in Afghanistan will learn the tactics to avert pressure 

from Pakistan. After all, the TTP is their ideological brigade and shares the same view of 

establishing an Islamic order of governance. Security institutions have to carefully craft the 

approaches to deal with groups like the TTP and Al Qaeda which are under the protection of the 

Taliban regime. The TTP is not only a major actor of violence in Pakistan, it is also a facilitator of 

the regional operations of Al Qaeda and the East Turkestan Islamic Movement (ETIM). Al Qaeda 

has maintained its ties with the Afghan Taliban and has reportedly also helped the TTP recover 

and regroup in recent years; some Al Qaeda-aligned Pakistani groups even joined the TTP. In 

April 2021, CNN claimed, based on its interviews with two Al Qaeda operatives, that the group 

would step up its operations in the region after the US exit from Afghanistan. The report claimed 

that the group was planning a comeback by relying on its partnership with the Afghan and 

Pakistani Taliban. 

Any probable operational alliance between the TTP and Al Qaeda or with ETIM against Chinese 

interests in Pakistan can prove lethal and cause a diplomatic crisis. The TTP can overcome its 

internal differences and restructure its networks. The group has seen many crises but has not lost 

its sting. It was involved in 87 terrorist attacks in 2021, an 84 per cent increase over its attacks 

across Pakistan the year before. Apart from these, most of the cross-border attacks from 

Afghanistan in 2021 (12 out of 14) were also perpetrated by the TTP. The geographical spread and 

number of TTP attacks in 2021 indicate that while the group carried out most of the assaults in 

former Fata, it also showed it had a presence in northern Balochistan and the Rawalpindi-

Islamabad area. One can imagine the potential lethality of the group which it has already 

displayed. Its core strengths include its close association with the Taliban and Al Qaeda, and a 

narrative that still attracts youth from the peripheries and religious institutions. The Afghan 

Taliban have proved themselves a liability for Pakistan and have been negatively affecting the 

country’s counterterrorism policies. They are not fully cooperating with Pakistan in dealing with 

the TTP, nor are they collaborating with it to secure Pakistan’s western border. 

The TTP itself and Pakistan’s tendency to negotiate with it are encouraging other terrorist groups. 

The militant Islamic State group’s so-called Khorasan chapter has also become active in Pakistan, 

where it carried out multiple attacks in 2021 on Hazara Shias, alleged Afghan Taliban members 

and associated religious scholars, as well as political leaders/workers in Balochistan and KP. 

Several of its associates were arrested from parts of Sindh and Punjab in multiple search 

operations conducted by law enforcement during the year. 

Pakistan has to devise a different approach to deal with the TTP threat. A timely change of course 

can save many precious lives and damage to the country. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 23, 2022  
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Welcome gender lens 

HUMA YUSUF 

ORDS have power. Say something often enough, and it will manifest. This is why, 

despite the mounting, valid critique, Pakistan’s first-ever National Security Policy 

should be commended. “The security of Pakistan rests in the security of its citizens.” 

These are the words with which the prime minister introduced the policy. Not the army, not the 

border with India, not the nuclear arsenal. This paradigm shift will inevitably make security and 

broader policy discourse in Pakistan more productive. 

Admittedly, we’re starting from a low bar when we must celebrate the fact that people are at the 

centre of a national security policy. But that’s how it is. And that’s why, as a Pakistani woman, 

I’m particularly heartened to see gender security highlighted within the policy. 

The document rightly acknowledges that “no security policy can be successful unless it adopts a 

gendered lens to achieving peace and security ... providing women and transgender persons a 

safe environment at home, in public spaces, and at the workplace are priorities for the country”. 

The policy also calls for women and transgender people to participate freely and securely in all 

avenues of public life, and calls for protection from gender-based violence. 

The two paragraphs on gender security are a huge leap forward, but could be taken even further. 

Gender security must be more robustly integrated across national security considerations. 

By giving more space to women, the policy would likely have deflected much of the critique it is 

now facing. For example, the policy has been criticised for failing to put a strong democracy at 

the heart of security considerations and, in fact, for exhibiting disdain for the political system by 

failing to air this ‘citizen-centric’ policy before the citizens’ representatives. This angle could not 

have been missed if women’s increased political participation was recognised as key to their 

security. 

Women’s political participation and involvement in conflict prevention and management and 

security policymaking is known to result in more stable outcomes. This is not only because 

women advocate more effectively for gender (and, hence, community) security, but also because 

they disrupt entrenched political elites, and push for more liberal, inclusive — and so more 

resilient — agendas. Research has shown that greater female representation leads to reduced 

corruption and improved public service delivery which, as the policy notes, are key to addressing 

deep-seated socioeconomic grievances that drive conflict. 

A more consistent gender lens would have highlighted the overlaps between seemingly diverse 

threats. For example, violent extremism and digital security threats have direct implications for 
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women’s security, and by tackling one you can also better tackle the other. Indeed, an expanded 

review of gender security would have led to a better articulation of the multifaceted challenge 

Pakistan faces from religious extremists. 

An in-depth consideration of women’s security would also have nuanced the policy’s depiction 

of ‘sub-nationalist’ movem­e­nts. These are dismissed as fringe concerns, troublemakers funded 

by external hostile actors. But the term presumably encomp­a­s­ses long-standing ethno-political 

movements that endure because of what the policy itself terms as “horizontal” inequalities, the 

systemic exclusion from politics and resource allocation of many Pakhtuns, Baloch and Si­­ndhis. 

Recent protests, for example in Gwa­dar, have comprised largely of women asking for the basics: 

water, electricity, fishing rights, etc. These are not fringe concerns. 

More emphasis on women’s security would also have allowed for better consideration of non-

traditional threats. Writing in these pages, Ali Tau­qeer Sheikh has poi­nted out that the policy 

neglected Pa­­­kistan’s climate vulnerabilities. Climate change impacts more than infrastructure. 

The effects of climate change make women more insecure as they have to travel farther distances 

during drought to procure water, and are subject to increased levels of harassment and violence 

during times of food scarcity or during evacuations etc. There is no gender security (or national 

security) without climate change adaptation. 

The policy’s critics say that it makes human security subservient to economic — and ultimately 

territorial — security. The critique is fair, but given the securitised history of all policymaking in 

Pakistan, it’s better to have public safety and prosperity prioritised in a security framework, than 

not at all. However, in this context too, the policy misses a trick by not highlighting the key role 

that women (if provided basic security) will play in boosting the country’s economy. The policy 

should also focus on women’s inclusion in the workforce, including a target for formal labour 

participation. Such details would ensure that the rhetoric is implemented, and that citizens are 

truly made more secure. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 24, 2022 
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FIA arrests Hascol founder in Rs54bn 

scam 

 
 Mumtaz Hasan, founder of the Hascol Petroleum Limited 

HE Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) arrested Mumtaz Hasan, founder of the Hascol 

Petroleum Limited (HPL), in a Rs54 billion scam. 

Director of the agency’s Sindh Zone Amir Farooqi said a total of 30 suspects — including 

present and former top officials of the National Bank of Pakistan (NBP), HPL and other 

organisations — had been booked in the case and that efforts were under way to arrest the 

remaining suspects. 

The FIA Sindh’s chief described the scam as the “country’s biggest financial fraud” that was 

committed by the HPC in connivance with the NBP’s top management and those of other 

commercial banks, who would be investigated separately. 

“During the period (from) 2015 to 2020 in the shape of bank loans, funded and non-funded 

financial facilities were granted to the HPL by the NBP in violation of prudent banking laws, 

practices, which amount to criminal breach of trust causing wrongful loss to the NBP/national 

exchequer and wrongful gain to HPL,” said documents seen by Dawn. 
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Mr Farooqi said the total amount of default stood at Rs54bn, of which Rs18bn pertained to the 

NBP alone. 

Sharing details of the FIA inquiry, he said Hascol’s credit line was increased by NBP presidents 

and credit group officials from Rs2bn to Rs18bn against ‘weak securities’. 

The NBP’s credit heads, namely Reema Athar and Irtiza Kazmi, were the ‘key players’ in the 

episode. 

Ms Athar was a director at the Clover Pvt Ltd, a company owned by Saleem Butt, a co-accused, 

and also served as a director on the board of the Fossils Energy, a subsidiary of Saleem Butt’s 

company. 

The NBP opened fake letters of credit (LCs) to the tune of Rs95bn for Hascol in favour of Byco 

petroleum. The official said Byco’s part (now named Cnergyico) will be investigated as a separate 

criminal inquiry. 

“No fuel was underlying for this quantum of LC and these were opened only to increase the 

liquidity in Hascol,” said the FIA director. 

Apart from the NBP, several other banks opened non-product LCs to the tune of Rs54bn for 

Hascol. 

“Hascol and another company Vitol (exclusive supplier of POL products to HPL) through over-

invoicing transferred $42 million illegally outside Pakistan,” said Mr Farooqi. 

He alleged that “Hascol siphoned off funds through fake contractors to the tune of Rs117 million”. 

In addition to possible money laundering, the FIA is also looking into possibility of tax evasion 

by Hascol of up to Rs5bn. 

According to the FIA documents, HPL was incorporated by Mumtaz Hasan as a private limited 

company in 2001 for procurement, storage and marketing of local/imported petroleum products, 

chemicals and LPG. It was converted into a public utilised company in 2007 and listed on the 

Pakistan Stock Exchange in 2014. 

The HPL’s first significant borrowing started with Summit Bank in 2009, but the NBP entered the 

scene in 2014 when it gave Rs2bn to it “in response to HPL’s request addressed to accused Ms 

Reema Athar who had moved from Pak-Iran Investment Company (PIIC) to the NBP as its SVP 

(senior vice president)”. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 24, 2022 
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Anti-extremism policy 

AD there been more far-sighted policymaking on the part of the state and an 

understanding of how religious extremism can insidiously seep into society and that 

the forces of radicalism can never be ‘managed’, we may not have come to such a pass. 

However even though the country’s leadership had some years back acknowledged the need to 

course correct and push back against violent extremism, there was no comprehensive strategy to 

translate that realisation into action. But now such a strategy is close to being finalised. Soon after 

launching the National Security Policy, the government has approved the National Counter 

Violent Extremism Policy 2021 which, with input from multiple stakeholders and experts, is 

aimed at stemming radicalisation among the populace. Among its salient features are measures 

to counter extremist tendencies in seminaries and public and private schools; regulate places of 

worship and put an end to incendiary sermons from the pulpit; and keep tabs on extremist 

tendencies among the ranks of law enforcement. The policy also seeks enactment of a uniform 

CVE law along the lines of the Anti Terrorism Act 1997. 

The last few decades have seen this country list disastrously towards extremist ideologies. A 

confluence of regional and domestic developments in the late 1970s created a perfect storm for 

religious extremism to be seeded in Pakistan. The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and the US ploy 

of using Islamist ideology to beat back the ‘infidel’ Russian troops dovetailed neatly with Gen 

Ziaul Haq’s exploitation of religion to entrench his rule in Pakistan, as well as his desire to acquire 

legitimacy in the world’s eyes. Thousands of ‘mujahideen’ were trained and equipped to fight 

the Soviet army, with hard-line madressahs along the Pak-Afghan border churning out thousands 

more. Meanwhile, the Iranian Revolution had set in motion a violent proxy war with the Saudis; 

that in large part was played out in Pakistan, at a terrible cost to communal harmony and social 

cohesion. Then, the state’s catastrophically myopic approach of using violent extremists to further 

foreign policy agendas, not to mention fight against Baloch separatists at home, ceded more space 

to ultra right-wing elements to hold society hostage. Gradually they became part of the political 

landscape: aspiring electoral candidates made seat adjustments with them and successive 

governments appeased them even when they threatened violence against law-abiding citizens 

and acted on it. It has been a shameful capitulation by the state, a complete dereliction of its duty 

to protect the lives and property of the people. Recent history indicates that the authorities remain 

reluctant to enforce the law against violent extremists. Each time this happens, the problem 

becomes that much more daunting. Now that the government is about to roll out the new NCVE 

policy, one can only hope that it is not too late for the beleaguered citizens of Pakistan who only 

want to live in peace and harmony. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 24, 2022  
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Pakistan slides 16 spots on corruption 

perceptions index, now ranks 140 out of 

180 countries: report 

 

AKISTAN dropped 16 places in the Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) for 2021 compared 

to the previous year, ranking 140 out of 180 countries, Transparency International said in 

a report. 

The CPI, which measures how corrupt a country's public sector is perceived to be by its experts 

and businesspeople, uses a scale of zero to 100 where zero is highly corrupt and 100 is very clean. 

The 2021 edition of the CPI ranked 180 countries and territories by their perceived levels of public 

sector corruption, drawing on 13 expert assessments and surveys of business executives. 

In 2020, Pakistan's CPI was 31 and it was ranked 124 out of 180 countries. According to 

Transparency International, the country's corruption score has now deteriorated to 28 while it is 

ranked 140 out of the total countries on the index. 

In contrast, India's corruption score stood at 40 while Bangladesh's CPI was 26. The two countries 

ranked 85 and 147, respectively. 

P 



DIGEST JANUARY 2022 
 

  123  
 

While the corruption levels remain at a standstill worldwide, with 86 per cent of the countries 

making little to no progress in the last 10 years, Transparency International in its Index revealed 

that the absence of "rule of law" and "state capture" has resulted in substantial low CPI score of 

Pakistan. 

Vice Chair of Transparency International Pakistan, Justice (retd) Nasira Iqbal, while commenting 

on the report said that there was no change in CPI 2021 scores of India and Bangladesh from last 

year. 

Under the PTI government, the ranking of Pakistan has gradually slid. In 2019, it was 120 out of 

180 countries, in 2020, it was 124 and in 2021 it worsened further to 140. In 2018, during the PML-

N government, the ranking was 117 out of 180 countries. 

In its report, Transparency International found countries that violate civil liberties consistently 

score lower on the CPI. Complacency in fighting corruption exacerbates human rights abuses and 

undermines democracy, setting off a vicious spiral. As these rights and freedoms erode and 

democracy declines, authoritarianism takes its place, contributing to even higher levels of 

corruption. 

 

Regional situation 
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According to Transparency International, the top-performing countries were Denmark, Finland 

and New Zealand — all having a corruption perceptions score of 88 — followed by Norway, 

Singapore and Sweden, all of them scoring 85. 

In contrast, the worst-performing countries were South Sudan with corruption perceptions score 

of 11, followed by Syria (13), Somalia (13, Venezuela (14) and Afghanistan (16). 

In its report, Transparency International noted a trend in countries with weak scores — China, 

India, Indonesia, Bangladesh and Pakistan — of "weakening of anti-corruption institutions or in 

some cases absence of an agency to coordinate action against corruption". 

The report termed the situation in India "particularly worrying", saying there were concerns 

about its democratic status as fundamental freedoms and institutional checks and balances decay. 

Journalists and activists in the country are especially at risk, it noted, adding that they had been 

victims of attacks by the police, political militants, criminal gangs and corrupt local officials. 

"Civil society organisations that speak up against the government have been targeted with 

security, defamation, sedition, hate speech and contempt-of-court charges, and with regulations 

on foreign funding," the report said. 

It further said that countries like Singapore, Bangladesh and Pakistan had increased digital 

surveillance to silence those trying to hold governments accountable during the pandemic. 

Commenting on the findings, chair of Transparency International, Delia Ferreira Rubio, said: 

"Human rights are not simply a nice-to-have in the fight against corruption. Authoritarian 

approaches destroy independent checks and balances and make anti-corruption efforts 

dependent on the whims of an elite. 

"Ensuring people can speak freely and work collectively to hold power to account is the only 

sustainable route to a corruption-free society." 

'Charge sheet against govt' 

Meanwhile, reacting to the report, PML-N President Shehbaz Sharif said corruption had 

"decreased" during the PML-N's government as a result of "transparency, good governance and 

legal reforms". 

However, "now corruption has hit an all-time high despite the fact that no worthwhile 

development has taken place," he tweeted. 
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PPP Vice President Sherry Rehman termed the report a "charge sheet against the [PTI] 

government", saying the rankings had "exposed the government's narrative". 

 

The government that claimed to end corruption has moved above 16 countries in graft, she said 

in a separate tweet. Rehman noted that the prime minister's adviser on accountability Mirza 
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Shahzad Akbar had resigned recently, saying it was "proof" that corruption had increased instead 

of decreasing. 

Accountability is only for targeting opponents. International institutions are now uncovering the 

corruption of this government, she added. 

 

 

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 25, 2022 




