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About the Centre for Governance
Research (CGR)

CGR is a forum for studies and debate on strategic and tactical issues related with good
governance and the rule of law. It is a non-governmental civil society advocacy centre dedicated
to reforms in the justice and governance sectors.

As an independent think tank, CGR sets its own agenda, publishing and disseminating its
findings regularly for national and global audience. Using an interdisciplinary approach, CGR
brings together rule of law, justice and governance experts, researchers and internationally
renowned professionals to animate its debate and research activities.

It aims to stand out as one of the rare Pakistani think tanks to position itself at the very heart of
the debate on governance and justice issues.

CGR focuses on advocacy, research and studies in the following areas:
. Governance and Rule of Law

. Public policy

. Policing and Justice Sectors
. Serious and Organized Crimes
. Counterterrorism and Counter Extremism (CT and CE)

Meanwhile, the National Initiative against Organized Crime (NIOC) launched in November 2019
continues as a Project from the platform of the Centre for Governance Research (CGR). It is led
by a group of committed professionals and experts with law enforcement, media and other public
service backgrounds. Through developing an empirical evidence-base and conducting hands-on
consultations, NIOC aims to build community resilience and influence public policy to combat

organized crime in Pakistan.

Since inception, NIOC has produced eight major research studies and policy briefs on the critical topics
of terror financing, drug trafficking, terrorism in Pakistan during COVID-19, migrant smuggling and
human trafficking, cybercrimes and countering extremism etc.
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NIOC’s 28th Advisory Board Meeting

N

J

Syed Ejaz Hussain i Jawaid Akhtar

Saroop ljaz Dr. M Vaqgas Ali (...

Nawaz Nsadeem Samina Ahmed Saroop ljaz Dr. M Vagqas Ali (Sociology)

HE 28th Advisory Board Meeting was held virtually on Monday 21 February at 7 pm. The
following AB Members participated: Tariq Parvez, Zahid Hussain, Samina Ahmed, Zubair
Habib, Manzoor Ahmed and Jawaid Akhtar.

NIOC directorate was represented by Tariq Khosa, Ejaz Hussain and Hassan Sardar. The
following consultants/advisors also participated: Kashif Noon, Saroop Ijaz, Vaqas Ali, Azam
Khan and Nawaz Nadeem.

Director Tariq Khosa informed that Manzoor Ahmed, AB member, due to his pressing
professional engagements, will not be able to contribute and therefore had decided to resign. All
the AB members, including the director, paid glowing tributes to Dr Manzoor Ahmed for his
association with NIOC and making significant contributions as an AB Member.

Director Khosa also informed that two professionals had agreed to become consultants to NIOC:
Azam Khan, former ADG FIA and Deputy PG NAB and Nawaz Nadeem, former Director
INTERPOL FIA.

Three-point agenda was discussed during the meeting.

1) Critical Incident Management Study: Feb-Mar 2022. A professional team had been put
together to work on the study.
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Pakistan UNTOC Review 2022: CGR-NIOC had decided to support GOP Focal Person Dr
Ehsan Sadiq, ADG IB in building a civil society coalition and also providing expertise in
completion of the process.

NIOC MLA Network of Experts: NIOC has decided to develop a network of professionals
like investigators, prosecutors, lawyers and other experts to promote international
cooperation in criminal matters.
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UNODC FEATURED STORY

Making a difference against serious and organized crime in Pakistan

NATIONAL INITIATIVE
AGAINST ORGANIZED CRIME
PAKISTAN

Fostering partnership
against organized crime

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) has been working in Pakistan for over 35
years, in close collaboration with the Government of Pakistan and civil society, with the purpose
of addressing development challenges, specifically related to drugs and crime. This kind of
multistakeholder cooperation among UNODC, the Government of Pakistan and civil society
brings about differentiated impacts on the ground. One such case is the Centre for Governance
Research (CGR)-Pakistan - National Initiative against Organized Crime (NIOC). This
organization is taking a leading role in convening governmental and non-governmental actors
for the engagement in the Review Mechanism of the UN Convention against Transnational
Organized Crime (UNTOC).

Former Federal Secretary for Narcotics Control and an expert at the Global Initiative against
Transnational Organized Crime Tariq Khosa from CGR-NIOC, has taken part in capacity
building activities of the SE4U project that the UNODC's Civil Society Unit is implementing in
collaboration with the Global Initiative against Transnational Organized Crime (GI-TOC). CGR-
Pakistan supports the Government of Pakistan's UNTOC review team through building a
coalition of civil society organisations (CSOs)/non-governmental organisations (NGOs) working
to prevent and combat organized crime in Pakistan. There is a trilateral partnership to support
the engagement of non-governmental stakeholders from Pakistan in the review process,
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including through a Pilot Initiative: UNODC CSU; Vienna/Geneva-based GI-TOC; and the CGR-
NIOC in Pakistan. The CGR-Pakistan's intention is to ensure that civil society is engaged as an
active stakeholder in the UNTOC Review Process. As part of non-governmental stakeholder’s
engagement in the UNTOC Review in Pakistan, Tariq Khosa and his colleagues are working

closely with UNODC CSU and GI-TOC for active CSO engagement.
Tools for engagement

The sample letter to a government contained in the Guide for Civil Society which was developed
by UNODC-CSU and GI-TOC has successfully been used by NIOC to establish contact with
government officials responsible for the review process. Additionally, the “easily-to-understand’
questionnaire developed by GI-TOC has proved to be a valuable entry point for civil society as it
connects specific points of the self-assessment questionnaire with ‘on-the-ground’ issues such as
rights for victims of trafficking. The initial meeting with UNODC in September 2021 was a success
and there is a plan to follow up on that initiative to engage with the Government of Pakistan Focal
Point, additional Director General of the Intelligence Bureau to offer civil society collaboration
throughout the UNTOC Review Process. As part of this partnership, NIOC aims to organize a
meaningful seminar or conference on forging an effective response of society and the state against
serious and organized crime in Pakistan.

Playing in the big leagues

The Centre for Governance Research (CGR)-Pakistan started as a small group of professionals in
November 2019 to build civil society resilience against organized crime in Pakistan. Gradually
they worked to make a difference at the national, regional, and global levels --something they
achieve based on strong networks and alliances. The CGR-Pakistan has issued policy briefs,
papers, and studies in various areas of organized crime such as drug trafficking, migrant
smuggling, human trafficking, cybercrimes, terrorism financing and money laundering just to
name a few. Another important milestone for Tariq Khosa and his team was to carry out a
comprehensive study on Countering Religious Extremism in Pakistan. This was an important
advocacy project that resulted in a move by the Government of Pakistan to work on a new
National Counter Extremism Policy through the National Counter Terrorism Authority
(NACTA). Currently, Tariq and his team are working on a National Strategy to forge an effective
society and state response to serious and organized crime in Pakistan. This will be the first-ever
national strategy. In conclusion, Tariq Khosa believes that their currency is trust and their vision
is to make a difference against serious and organized crime in Pakistan. “We also want to promote
international cooperation in the areas of criminal justice, law enforcement and the rule of law”, -
stressed Tariq Khosa.

SOURCE:HTTPS:;//WHATSON.UNODC.ORG/WHATSON/EN/FEATURED-HUMAN-STORY-NATIONAL-
INITIATIVE-AGAINST-ORGANIZED-CRIME-NIOC-PAKISTAN.HTML
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Denying safe havens

SHAUKAT JAVED

N the wake of the US withdrawal from Afghanistan, the Afghan Taliban have increased their

activities to gain control of Afghanistan’s rural districts and some provincial capitals. They

are also preparing for a large-scale offensive in the northern districts where other ethnic
groups reside.

There is a fear that after the complete withdrawal of US forces other elements like Al-Qaeda, ISIS,
the Islamic State of Khorasan (ISK), TTP and LeJ etc might join hands to achieve their larger
objective of forming a Sunni Theocratic Fundamentalist Islamic State.

In this situation, Pakistan risks a resurgence of violence sponsored from Afghanistan by anti-
Pakistan forces to export extremism. These outfits will remain a problem for Pakistan until the
future Afghan government reciprocates with a hand of friendship and both countries agree that
their land will not be used for militancy in other countries. The Taliban in their previous stint in
power also tried to export extremism to Pakistan through the TTP which forced the Pakistan
government to introduce Shariah through parliament in Swat. Their later actions made the area
a TTP sanctuary and military action had to be resorted to crush the insurgency. Similar operations
were later launched in South and North Waziristan namely. The wounds of devastation and
destruction as a result of these actions have still not healed completely, despite massive
rehabilitation efforts.

In another development, the recent surge in radicalization amongst religious groups in Pakistan,
with even tame Barelvi outfits like the TLP getting out of control resulting in a ban, is also a
serious threat to stability. If a non-jihadi outfit like the TLP can bring the administration to its
knees, then dealing with militant jihadi organizations after the US withdrawal from Afghanistan
will pose a serious challenge. The outlawed Afghanistan based TTP has already started asserting
itself in erstwhile Fata and in Balochistan by attacking army, paramilitary and police personnel
along with numerous places like the Serena Hotel Quetta. In collaboration with other militant
groups, the TTP has proved its ability to attack important targets in the past and it is feared it will
try to do it again. The vulnerability of Pakistan to the TTP has been proved previously. The
memories of girls” schools being blown up, female education being declared un-Islamic, blasts at
important buildings and installations and execution of hundreds of security and government
officials, are still alive in the minds of the people and the security agencies.

Pakistan now risks a resurgence of militant violence in areas where the writ of the state is weak.
The fencing of the western border of Pakistan and merger of Fata with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is a
positive step. The extension of the police to the merged districts has given an advantage to the
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security forces because of the spread of the police force on the ground and its linkages with the
local population. The police agencies of Special Branch (SB) and Counter Terrorism Department
(CTD) will help in obtaining vital intelligence and carrying out local operations thus making it
difficult for the TTP or its allies to operate in this area, and thereby reducing the burden on
security agencies. However, the B areas of Balochistan and the tribal belt of Punjab in the districts
of DG Khan and Rajanpur can become safe havens for the TTP and its allies along with other anti-
state nationalist and ethnic groups.

In Balochistan, the police have control over only sixteen percent of the total area. Only six districts
out of 33 - Quetta, Gwadar, Las-Bella, Naseerabad, Jaffarabad and Sohbatpur - are fully under
police control while merely five percent of the bordering districts of Balochistan with Afghanistan
- Zhob, Qila-Saifullah, Pasheen, Chaman, Noshki and Chaggi - have police presence. The police-
controlled areas are mostly urban and are called A areas. The remaining 84 percent non-police
controlled areas are known as B areas where the Baluch Levy is responsible for law and order.

The levies are ill-trained, ill-equipped, ill-disciplined and are under the influence of tribal chiefs.
They have no system of intelligence collection and cannot conduct operations against terrorists
or organized criminal gangs. This arrangement has burdened the army and paramilitary FC to
tackle internal law and order situations. In 2008, the then provincial government of Balochistan
rightly decided to merge the B areas into the A areas; this was reversed when the political
government came into power. Another decision of converting four districts to A areas every year
was taken a few years ago but due to political expediency and bureaucratic vested interests this
was also not implemented, leaving Balochistan as a no-mans’ land of administration.

The merger of B areas into police-controlled A areas has a strong bearing on counterterrorism
measures. The militant groups active in Balochistan - TTP, ISK, LeJ, BLA etc - are based in
Afghanistan and Iran externally while they have their safe havens internally in the B areas of
Balochistan. This is the right time to adopt immediate steps to convert the B areas into A to cope
with the emerging situation in Afghanistan and the looming threat of terror in Pakistan.

The tribal area of Punjab constitutes about 40 percent of D G Khan and Rajanpur districts. It has
been a haven for terrorists, criminals and proclaimed offenders. Recent operations against the
Laddi gang of criminals with the help of the Rangers were carried out in this tribal area of Punjab.
This area is inhabited by Mazari, Dareshak, Gurchani, Leghari, Khosa, Buzdar, Qaisrani and Lund
tribes whose sardars have a vested interest in keeping the special status of the area and have
complete grip over the area. The levies and Border Military Police (BMP) are responsible for
maintenance of law and order but as in the case of the Balochistan Levies they do not have the
capacity to conduct operations or collect intelligence against ordinary criminals. Tackling
terrorists is simply beyond their capability. Any attempt to reform these organizations in the
present tribal setup of administration would prove to be a futile effort. Thus, to meet the post US
withdrawal challenges, a complete overhaul of the special status of D G Khan and Rajanpur is
urgently required to bring them at par with other areas of Punjab.
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A PM’s directive of 2003 for the tribal area of Punjab still stands according to which “the entire
districts of Rajanpur and D G Khan be made police areas by extending police jurisdiction to these
areas. There should be no Levies or BMP working in these areas for policing.” This directive has
still not been implemented.

To merge the B areas of Balochistan and tribal areas of Punjab with settled areas, no constitutional
amendment or enactment of any legislation is required as was in the case of Fata. A simple
executive order will suffice. Such action has become imperative due to the challenges arising from
the developments in Afghanistan. This will also help improve the condition of the people living
in these areas with improvement in the provision of facilities of education, health, justice
intuitions, infrastructure and economic opportunities as a result of merger.

The proposed administrative changes to improve governance in border areas will strengthen
Pakistan’s ability to face any onslaught of the future developments. The decision of the Pakistan
government not to support militant/jihadi elements with weapons and manpower will also make
a difference in achieving peace in the region.

SOURCE: THE NEWS, JULY 06, 2021
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Forces repulse two terror attacks in
Balochistan

ISPR says four terrorists were killed during the shootout.

exchanges of fire, as security forces repulsed attempts to attack their camps in Panjgur

ﬁ soldier embraced martyrdom, while four terrorists were killed during intense

and Naushki areas of Balochistan on, the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) said.

The ISPR said that heavy casualties were inflicted upon terrorists. “Terrorists attempted to attack
security forces camps at two locations, Panjgur and Naushki, in Balochistan late evening today,”
it said. “Both attacks have been successfully repulsed while inflicting heavy casualties on
terrorists,” it added.
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The ISPR said that terrorists tried to enter security forces” camp from two locations in Panjgur.
However, timely response by troops foiled their attempt. During intense exchange of fire, the
ISPR added, one soldier was martyred. It also said that terrorists fled, while their casualties were
being ascertained.

In Naushki, terrorists attempted to enter an FC camp which was promptly responded and four
terrorists were killed. “One Off[ice]r has been injured during the shootout. Intermittent firing
continuing. Further details to follow,” the statement concluded.

The attacks were the latest in a string of terrorist acts seen in recent weeks in the province. Last
week, the ISPR had said that terrorists attacked a check post in the Kech district of the province
in which 10 soldiers were martyred.

According to the ISPR, the “fire raid” by terrorists in Kech occurred in the night between January
25 and 26. It said that the forces repulsed the attack and “during intense exchange of fire” one
terrorist was also killed and several others injured.

Two days later, a member of the paramilitary Balochistan Levies Force and three men from a pro-
government tribal militia, commonly known as Levies Forces, were martyred when their vehicle
hit a landmine in the Mat area of Sui in Dera Bugti district, officials had said.

A senior government official had said the men were hunting thieves in the area when their vehicle
drove over the landmine. The official added that 10 others were injured in the incident.
Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Abdul Quddus Bizenjo identified the deceased as members of the
local Aman Force.

In separate firing incidents, also on last Friday, at least six people were killed in Chagai district
and Quetta. Rescue officials said that four people were killed while several others sustained
injuries during the firing incident in Quetta, while two others died in shooting in Dalbandin.

On Sunday, at least 16 people, including two policemen, were injured in a hand grenade
explosion in Sohbatpur Chowk near Dera Allahyar in the Jaffarabad district. Police had said that
they were investigating the case to ascertain whether it was terrorist attack or a case of personal
enmity.

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, FEBRUARY 03, 2022
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More attacks

HE uptick in terrorism in Balochistan is shocking to say the least. On Wednesday evening,

Baloch insurgents attacked security forces” camps in Panjgur and Naushki in the province.

In its statement on the militant violence, ISPR, the military’s media wing, said both attacks
were repulsed and 13 terrorists killed while seven soldiers including an officer embraced
martyrdom.

The two attacks occurred just when Pakistan’s security apparatus was discussing and analysing
a deadly attack late last month in Kech, Balochistan, where Baloch insurgents targeted a security
post, resulting in the martyrdom of 10 soldiers. Coming as Prime Minister Imran Khan embarked
on a visit to China, the attacks sent out an ominous message: the security situation may well be
getting out of hand.

Evidently, not only have the number of attacks shown an increase, the violence is turning out to
be deadlier than all previous hit-and-run assaults. The Baloch insurgents seem have to changed
their tactics and have upped the ante, throwing a huge challenge to Pakistan’s security forces and
intelligence agencies. Seen together with increasing activities and attacks by the outlawed TTP,
the security picture in Pakistan looks increasingly grim.

ISPR also referred to a communication intercept connecting the attackers with their handlers in
Afghanistan and India. If true, this is deeply unsettling. While Pakistan had been routinely
blaming the Afghan intelligence service NDS and India’s RAW in the past for fomenting trouble
in Balochistan and KP, there was a sense of optimism that Kabul's new rulers would uphold their
commitment and not allow Afghanistan’s soil to be used against any state. There is no indication
that this is happening.

It is true that some former NDS sleuths might still be hiding and orchestrating terrorist attacks in
Pakistan without the knowledge of the Afghan Taliban when it comes to the Baloch insurgents,
but the TTP is openly operating from Afghan soil. Pakistani intelligence may also be aware of
reports that some of the Baloch insurgents, soon after the Taliban overran Kandahar, had moved
to neighbouring Iran.

Due to sensitivities and Pakistan’s relations with its western neighbour, Islamabad has been
reluctant to speak publicly on the matter. That National Security Adviser Moeed Yusuf didn’t
bring up the issue during his recently concluded two-day visit to Kabul and that the matter was
left to another high-powered security team to discuss corroborates the fact that Islamabad is being
cautious as it does not want to embarrass its new partners in peace.
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It is clear by now that the Afghan Taliban want to help Pakistan but are not willing to use coercive
tactics to rein in the TTP and other militant groups, leaving few policy choices for Islamabad. It
is time the government revisited and reviewed its counter-intelligence and counterterrorism
policy and took a long, hard look at its internal security policy as well.

SOURCE: DAWN, FEBRUARY 03, 2022
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Terror fissures in Balochistan

T is once again official. Pakistan faces a threat from its immediate neighbours who are

involved in sabotage and revulsion activities to further their nefarious designs. The attack on

armed forces in Panjgur and Nushki, the two restive areas in desolate Balochistan province,
is a case in point. According to the ISPR, the handlers are based in Afghanistan and India, and it
was confirmed on the premise of intercepted signals. The Wednesday attack on security forces
resulted in the martyrdom of seven security personnel, whereas 13 terrorists were exterminated.
The fact that the locals were marshalled for carrying out attacks on army camps points out at the
deep entrenchment of external characters amidst our non-state actors. It also necessitates a zero-
tolerance approach towards terror outfits, many of whom are petty camouflaged in our body
politic to this day.

Balochistan unfortunately is on the receiving end. A host of socio-economic and political factors
are behind its deprivation, and this has led to dissent in far-flung quarters of the under-developed
province. Thus, it becomes easy for the enemy to tap the resentment among the youth in an
attempt to choreograph their vested interests. This is exactly what is happening in the backward
province. The armed forces are primarily targeted because they are the custodians of the country,
and one of the best armies in the world. They have made the multi-billion-dollar CPEC a reality
and have successfully cracked down on the terror nexus.

The Panjgur and Nushki incident is in need of being closely studied, and the simmering unrest
taken into account. The province deserves a multi-faceted approach to overcome inherent chronic
problems. A mix of carrot and stick is the need of the hour. By employing political tools, a blanket
of development is indispensable. This will help in uplifting the people from the abyss of poverty
and deprivation. Balochistan is the theatre of CPEC, and it is high time the fruits of geo-economics
were shared with the locals. As far as sleeping cells and anti-state elements are concerned, there
are no two opinions: crush them with full might. Pakistan and terror outfits cannot go together.

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, FEBRUARY 05, 2022.
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NSP and social cohesion

MUHAMMAD AMIR RANA

AKISTAN is perhaps the first South Asian country which has now a comprehensive

national security doctrine in documented form. The country’s friends and foes can

interpret it in their own way and engage with the state accordingly. But why has Pakistan
chosen to put together pieces of its security approaches in the first place?

For some, the doctrine was needed to remove the persisting ambiguities between the internal and
external security paradigms which had emerged after 9/11. While the security institutions were
stru-g-gling to precisely visualise the terrorism threat, which was internal, such ambiguities had
also been harming the country’s conventional strategic vision. Others believe that Pakistan
needed to understand and define its place in the changing world order, specifically in the context
of America’s shifting priorities, which compelled Pakistan to become a proactive member of the
Belt and Road Initiative club. This has not been an easy transition and a major segment of the
country’s power elite still believes that hiccups in Pakistan-US relations are temporary and that
Islamabad can maintain a fine balance in its relationships with the US and China.

The growing economic challenge has been another nightmare for the establishment, and lies at
the heart of the National Security Policy. However, the NSP reflects a much deeper issue and is
linked with the identity of the state and maintaining cohesion in society. The state has been using
religion to create nationalism in the country but at a very high cost. Religiously inspired actors
have used the same religious-ideological arguments against the state and damaged the country
by promoting sectarianism and extremist narratives, which have not only weakened communal
and sectarian harmony and social cohesion, but have also fed into terrorism.

Over the last two decades, state institutions have made multiple moves to fix the issue of
religiously motivated terrorism and extremism. Their attempts have included the National
Action Plan, Paigham-i-Pakistan, the National Internal Security Policy and the Counter Violent
Extremism Policy. A large part of the emphasis has been on bringing in religious actors as the key
agents of desired change. The state remains reluctant to find an alternative source of social and
national cohesion and feels threatened by the presence of sub-nationalist cultures and sentiments
in parts of the country. So, it appears convinced that only a religious narrative could work
towards harmonising society. Even in the introduction of the NSP, the prime minister has
adopted a religious tone to endorse the policy document.

It is interesting that while state institutions usually keep a distance from the critical mass of the
country, the policy draft has borrowed all ideas and terminology used in the latter’s intellectual
discourse — mainly ‘inclusivity” and ‘diversity’. For instance, in the section on national cohesion,
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the policy draft reads like this: “It is imperative that we reinforce our coherent national identity
based on the principle of unity in diversity.” However, in the next line, there is an expression of
fear of external forces which are exploiting the fault lines that exist in society. Notwithstanding
the fear behind the notion of “unity in diversity’, this is a positive development. But how will the
state institution translate it into action? Through changes in the curriculum as mentioned in the
NSP? But what is the state doing to bring changes in the curriculum in the first place? The major
objection to the Single National Curriculum is that it promotes exclusivity. It is not clear that the
state institutions will engage society from whom they have borrowed the terms. Traditionally,
their allies for sociopolitical and ideological engineering remained the religious groups from the
time of the Afghan jihad to preaching Paigham-i-Pakistan.

It is not certain how NSP will help in addressing the identity crisis in the country when the
predominant approach of achieving social and national cohesion is to reduce the space for sub-
nationalist movements. Apparently, ‘cohesion” has been used as an alternative term for
engagement. The state is using the engagement strategy for religiously inspired actors and
cohesion for subnational movements. However, the unclassified NSP document does not help us
understand how the cohesion process will be initiated. Will it be a coercive or dialogue-based
process?

The NSP identifies the religiously inspired extremist groups and sub-nationalist movements as
the key internal security challenges. As per practice, the state spectrum of threat includes other
segments of society in this domain as well, which sympathise with any group or movement or
raise their voice over state action and policy. The state institutions think in black and white and
want to curb all threats with full impunity and without any accountability. They lack the ability
to identify the grey areas and it is even harder for them to evolve the policy framework around
it. Parliament can do this job to clearly identify the grey areas, the grievances of the people, and
the dynamics which can develop cohesion so that miscreants and irritants can be isolated.
Parliament and civilian governments have done this job and developed all instruments and
institutions for fixing the issues, including the economic and political grievances of the federating
units. But the issue as always remains implementation and the executive remains bound to its
commitment to the establishment rather than operationalising trust. Obviously, the executive
derives its strength from the establishment rather than from dialogue with dissenters.

Over time, the word ‘security’, has become very sensitive. Political parties and most
parliamentarians do not touch any issue with the tag of ‘security’. They think this is the exclusive
domain of security institutions and their job is only to endorse whatever policy is coming from
the establishment. If the NSP is presented in parliament, it will be endorsed very easily.
Parliament is sovereign but it should be truly independent, and all political parties must play a
role to make it the country’s supreme institution. Nothing can guarantee a cohesive Pakistan more
than a vibrant parliament.

SOURCE: DAWN, FEBRUARY 6, 2022

0



DIGEST FEBRUARY 2022

Five soldiers martyred as Afghan-based
terrorists target post in Kurram

IVE soldiers were martyred and four others suffered injuries when terrorists from across
the Afghan border attacked a post in Kurram tribal district.

Informed sources said that Angoor Tangi, a check-post adjacent to Afghanistan’s Khost
province, was targeted by the attackers.

The sources said that firing between members of security forces and terrorists began at 8pm
Saturday and continued for three hours.

They said that insurgents from the Afghan side made several attempts to damage the fence along
the Pak-Afghan border.

The Inter-Services Public Relations, the armed forces” media affairs wing, confirmed the incident
and said that security forces responded in a befitting manner to the terrorist attack.

According to intelligence reports, terrorists suffered heavy causalities when security forces
returned fire.

However, in the exchange of fire, Lance Naik Ajab Noor, 34, a resident of Karachi; Sepoy Ziaullah
Khan, 22, a resident of Lakki Marwat; Sepoy Naheed Igbal, 23, a resident of Karak; Sepoy
Sameerullah Khan,18, a resident of Bannu; and Sepoy Sajid Ali, 27, a resident of Bahawalnagar,
embraced martyrdom.

The sources said that another four members of security forces suffered injuries.

The ISPR said that Pakistan strongly condemned the use of Afghan soil by terrorists for activities
against Pakistan and expected the Afghan government not to allow such activities in future.

The ISPR statement said that Pak Army was determined to defend the country’s borders against
terrorists and sacrifices of “our brave men will further strengthen our resolve”.

Terrorist attacks against Pakistan have witnessed a sharp increase after the fall of pro-US Ghani
government in Afghanistan and the victory of the Taliban in August last year.

Meanwhile, security forces killed a would-be suicide bomber during an intelligence-based
operation (IBO) near Dial road in Tank district on Sunday.
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The army said that members of security forces launched the operation on “confirmed intelligence
reports” about the presence of terrorists belonging to the banned Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP). During the operation, a would-be suicide bomber was killed.

APP adds: Interior Minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed condemned the attack on Pakistani troops in
Kurram district from across the Afghan border.

The minister expressed deep grief and sorrow over the martyrdom of five security personnel in
the attack.

Mr Ahmed asked the Taliban regime in Afghanistan to fulfil its promise and stop cross-border
terrorist attacks.

Paying homage to sacrifices rendered by members of armed forces, the minister said that their
sacrifices would not go in vain.

SOURCE: DAWN, FEBRUARY 7, 2022
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Task force to crack down on drug
traffickers in educational institutes

The Inter-Agency Task Force (IATF) has agreed to establish composite teams, comprising all its
agencies, to launch a crackdown on drug traffickers in educational institutions.

The decision was taken at a meeting held at the Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF) headquarters with
Major General Ghulam Shabbir Narejo in the chair. During the meeting, the secretary of the IATF
presented a performance report about various agencies on drug seizures during the year 2021.

Pakistan Coast Guards’ director general and other officials informed the meeting that no entry
permit to any person was given by these agencies from the sea route.

The meeting also discussed the effects of methamphetamine, amphetamine/crystal and Ice on
human health with focus on youth/students and decided to launch a crackdown against drug
dealers/peddlers targeting educational institutions by incorporating all IATF agencies.

It was also proposed to form teams, comprising ANF, police and ISI officials, to act against drug
traffickers in educational institutions. The ANF director general also showed concern over the
spread of drugs and the current situation at the Pak-Afghan border.

The representative of Islamabad Capital Territory police proposed that the drug demand be
reduced through awareness campaigns. The meeting was informed that a separate directorate
had already been working on the awareness measures at the ANF headquarters.

The chair emphasised effective monitoring of lower staff, and it was reported that instead of
giving the reward money to the source a share of narcotics/drugs was given to them.

The meeting also agreed that the reward money may be given to the source/informer at the time
of seizure instead of giving a share of narcotics to them.

It was decided that the case for sanction of secret funds may be processed with authorities
concerned for approval so that reward money may be given to the source/informer at the time
of seizure. It was also agreed in the meeting to arrange a separate meeting with Airport Security
Force to address the legal/ procedural issues so that pending cases could be settled at the earliest.

It was emphasised that access to accused held with IATF agencies be given to ANF for
interrogation and backtracking so that drug trafficking organisations could be busted.

SOURCE: DAWN, FEBRUARY 7, 2022
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Crime analytics

MARIA TAIMUR

ITH the increase in population in both urban and rural areas, crime in Pakistan has

taken on a more varied and complex dimension. A paradigm shift in traditional

policing methods is the only way to tackle the new and massive law-enforcement
challenges. More and more police organisations across the world are adopting modern crime
mapping and data analytics to predict, prevent and detect crime.

Maps are display tools and used extensively in research, analysis and presentation. A crime map
is the end product of a process which starts with the first-responding officer’s report that is
processed and entered into a database, and transformed into a symbol on a computer. It boosts
visual thinking which, in turn, leads to the formulation of hypothetical questions and then to
visual communication.

Crime mapping involves identification and analysis of patterns and trends in crime and disorder.
Such information helps law-enforcement agencies deploy resources more effectively. The
analysis of patterns and trends also contributes to devising solutions to crime and formulating
crime prevention strategies. Quantitative social science data analysis methods are part of the
crime analysis process.

Crime analysis has spawned the ‘80/20 rule’, a concept in which a large majority of incidents
occur at a small minority of locations — for example, 80 per cent of incidents at 20pc of locations.
Time and space are the basic pillars of this analysis which may vary according to the requirements
of both police and community. The more usual categories of crime analysis are divided into
demographic analysis, site analysis, use analysis, neighbourhood/user consultation, pathway
analysis, season analysis, social activity analysis and socioeconomic class analysis.

The customary methods of collecting crime statistics already make use of some of these aspects.
One manual technique for collecting crime data is the daily crime diary of a particular policing
area. Other methods may include data being shared by the community, media, social media and
other government departments. Day-to-day demographic analysis shows that certain areas in
cities are more prone to ethnic or sectarian crime. Site analysis can help uncover the extent of
vulnerability of an area to street crime. Pathway analysis leads to many crimes which were
previously not reported to the police while the large number of house burglaries that take place
when people are away to celebrate, say, Eid is an example of social activity analysis. In the rural
parts, harvesting time is one when many people are robbed — an instance of season analysis for
the police.
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A variety of software has been developed for basic crime mapping by identifying crime hotspots.
This software is used by police in Pakistan. Safe city projects are working to achieve a similar aim.
However, when the population outstrips resources, smart solutions are required. Additionally,
the use of software is largely focused on crime detection whereas the same can be deployed for
effective prevention and timely prediction of crime.

The mere identification of hotspots thro-ugh GIS technology does not expose organised crime nor
does it explain how the proceeds of crime are being recycled to breed more crime. A deeper
analysis of the multiple layers of crime shows the intricacy of the problem. Visual crime data
provides a cross-sectional perspective of various crimes.

A problem-oriented policing approach all-ows law-enforcement officers to follow the scanning,
analysis, response and assessment process to identify, analyse and solve challenges. Once
problem-oriented policing is combined with community policing, a sound model of crime
mapping and analytics can eme-rge. Community engagement enables the police to not only map
crime efficiently but also to prioritise the use of policing resources. Police-public partnerships
lead to a better analysis of crime data and consequently better police picketing and patrolling.

Neighbourhood watch and crime watch committees at the police station level help the police in
identifying hotspots and pooling resources. They also help in determining where past victims
and offenders lived and which neighbourhoods attract offenders and where unknown offenders
may reside.

Crime mapping and data analytics are unmistakably the future of predictive and preventive
policing. In the US, data analytics and the predictive policing model have pinpointed three areas
of success. First, they improved community relations, which increased the community’s
willingness to interact with the police and led to better cooperation between the two. Second, the
police discovered that the predictions were actionable and that this could prevent crime. Finally,
the model improved actionable intelligence which, in turn, improved the skills of analysts for
better pattern recognition and more relevant and timely data collection.

SOURCE: DAWN, FEBRUARY 7, 2022
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Terrorist groups enjoy freedom in
Afghanistan: UN experts

Al Qaeda’s past ties to the recently empowered Taliban have the potential of making Afghanistan
a safe haven for extremists, and “terrorist groups enjoy greater freedom there than at any time in
recent history”, UN experts said in a report circulated on Monday.

In the wide-ranging report, the experts also said extremists linked to both Al Qaeda and the
militant Islamic State (IS) group are successfully advancing in Africa, especially in the turbulent
Sahel. And they said IS continues to operate “as an entrenched rural insurgency” in Iraq and
Syria, where its so-called caliphate ruled a significant swathe of the two countries from 2014-2017
when it was defeated by Iraqi forces and a US-led coalition.

In what it called “a bright spot” in Southeast Asia, the panel of experts said both Indonesia and
the Philippines reported “significant gains” in disrupting IS and Al Qaeda-affiliated “terrorism”
and “some optimism” that their operational capability “may be significantly degraded”.

The report to the UN Security Council by the panel of experts monitoring sanctions against Al
Qaeda and IS, also known as the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), called the Taliban’s
return to power on August 15 amid the chaotic final withdrawal of US and NATO troops after 20
years the most significant event of the last six months of 2021.

The Taliban first ruled Afghanistan from 1996 to 2001 and were ousted for harbouring Al Qaeda
and Osama bin Laden for masterminding the 9/11 terrorist attacks in the US in 2001. In a
February 2020 deal that spelt out the terms of the US troop withdrawal, the Taliban had promised
to fight terrorism and deny terrorist groups a safe haven in Afghanistan.

But the panel of experts said, “there are no recent signs that the Taliban have taken steps to limit
the activities of foreign terrorist fighters in the country.” On the contrary, it said, terrorist groups
are enjoying “greater freedom”, though member states “have not reported significant new
movements of foreign terrorist fighters to Afghanistan”.

The experts noted that Al Qaeda released a statement congratulating the Taliban on their victory
on Aug 31, but since then it has maintained “a strategic silence, likely an effort not to compromise
Taliban efforts to gain international recognition and legitimacy”.

“Al Qaeda is also continuing to recover from a series of leadership losses and is assessed to lack
the capability to conduct high-profile attacks overseas, which remains its long-term goal,” the
panel said.
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Al Qaeda’s leader, Ayman al-Zawahri was reported alive in January 2021, it said, “but member
states continue to believe that he is in poor health.”

The experts noted that Amin Muhammad ul-Haq Saam Khan, who coordinated security for bin
Laden, returned to his home in Afghanistan in late August. And they said an unnamed country
reported that bin Laden’s son, Abdallah, visited in October for talks with the Taliban.

As for IS, the panel said while it controls limited territory in Afghanistan, “it has demonstrated a
continuing ability to mount sophisticated attacks, adding to the complexity of the security
situation in Afghanistan.” As an example, it cited the complex attack at Kabul airport on Aug 27
in which more than 180 people were killed.

Member states said IS' strength in Afghanistan has risen from an estimated 2,200 to near 4,000
following the release of several thousand prisoners, according to the panel, which said one
country estimated that half were foreign fighters.

The experts said the Taliban view ISIL “as their primary kinetic threat” that seeks to be the “chief
rejectionist force in Afghanistan with a wider regional agenda threatening neighbouring Central
and South Asian countries”.

The report does not cover last week'’s killing of IS' leader, known as Abu Ibrahim al-Hashimi al-
Qurayshi, in a US raid in northwest Syria.

But the experts said that like Al Qaeda, ISIL’s leadership “faces difficulties”. They pointed to al-
Qurayshi’s failure to show himself in the last half of 2021 and Iraq’s announcement on October
11 that it captured Sami Jasim Muhammad al-Jaburi, alias Hajji Hamid, who was in charge of ISIL
finances and believed to be the most senior deputy and a possible successor to the ISIL leader.

In its former strongholds in Iraq and Syria, the panel said ISIL continues to withstand “sustained
counter-terror pressure from forces in the region”. It is estimated to retain between 6,000 and
10,000 fighters and is forming cells and training operatives to launch attacks, the experts said.

Both ISIL and Al Qaeda continue to make advances in Africa, especially in the Sahel, where the
panel said they have “successfully exploited local grievances and weak governance to command
growing numbers of followers and resources, notwithstanding internal divisions and rivalries”.

UN member nations remain “deeply concerned” at the success of ISIL and Al Qaeda affiliates in
Africa during the last half of 2021, the experts said.

SOURCE: DAWN, FEBRUARY 8§, 2022
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Pakistan’s second war against terror

BY MOSHARRAF ZAIDI
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;;kvis:t';ni soIdi;rs patroling after a terror incident in Balochistan.
OU cannot learn lessons without some pain - but sometimes, the pain you feel teaches
you the wrong lessons. Pakistan’s first war against terror, the brutal and bloody conflict
that was inflicted upon the people of Pakistan due to Al Qaeda and the September 11,
2011 attacks, caused untold pain and suffering in Pakistan. But maybe that almost decade-long
conflict taught the Pakistani elite the wrong lessons.

Pakistan’s second war against terror began some time in 2020 or 2021, much like the first one
began sometime between 2004 and 2007 - without anyone in Pakistan wanting to acknowledge
that a new war had begun. No matter what happens now, remember this: history repeats itself
only at the margins. Pakistan’s second war against terror is already more complex, and more
dangerous than the first. How it proceeds from here will depend on how quickly Pakistan revisits
some of the lessons it has internalised since 2014. To process this, consider a couple of plot lines
that shaped the first war against terror.

Plotline One? Bajaur. On January 13, 2006 eighteen died in a missile strike on a small compound
in Damadola, Bajaur. Ten months later, on October 30, 2006, more missiles rained down, this time
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on a madrassah in Chenagai, Bajaur. Eighty-two individuals perished that day. No senior leaders
of Al Qaeda or the TNSM or any of the other key terrorist groups that we know today as the
enemy died in those strikes in Bajaur.

The Damadola strike was publicly condemned by the information minister at the time, Sheikh
Rashid Ahmed. He assured the people of Pakistan that the government “will not allow such
incidents to reoccur”. This was January 2006 - a full sixteen years ago.

The Chenagai strike was a little different. Maj Gen Shaukat Sultan, the head of the ISPR then,
spoke at length about the strike, attributing it to the Pakistan Army. “The compound has been
destroyed... according to our local sources, up to 80 deaths have been confirmed,” he said. “The
operation was launched after confirmed intelligence reports that a number of miscreants were
getting terrorist training in a madrassah.” Most accounts today attribute the Chenagai strike to
the US drones, with the reported helicopter sightings having taken place after the main missile
strike.

As was the standard for the duration of the US mission in Afghanistan that began in October 2001
and ended on August 15, 2021, the price for the Chenagai strike was paid with the blood of
Pakistani martyrs. Just over a week after Chenagai, on November 8, 2006, terrorists struck an
army camp at Dargai. Forty-two soldiers were martyred, twenty were injured.

Nearly two years later, after numerous peace deals, ambushes, terrorist attacks and missile strikes
from US drones, the intense competition for territory between terrorist groups and the Pakistani
state in Bajaur led to Operation Sherdil. Launched in August 2008, it lasted around six months,
and by its end, Bajaur was back in the fold of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. The victorious
general commanding the operation, now retired Lt Gen Tariq Khan, became a war-time legend,
both because of the manner in which he helped transform the FC, and how he commanded his
troops in battle. But victory in Bajaur came at a cost. Over 300,000 Pakistanis were displaced from
their homes. The morning after the January 2006 Damadola missile strike, the Associated Press
reported the following quote from Samiullah, a seventeen-year-old survivor of the strike: “My
entire family was killed, and I don’t know whom should I blame for it. I only seek justice from
God”.

Plotline Two? Lal Masjid. On July 6, Lt-Col Haroon ul Islam was shot by terrorists holed up inside
Lal Masjid in Islamabad as he valiantly led an operation to cleanse the mosque of the insidious
terrorist network that had come to inhabit it. He embraced martyrdom on July 8, 2007. Nine other
members of the world class Special Services Group also embraced Shahada during that operation.
A total of at least 102 fatalities were recorded during the Lal Masjid operation, with allegations
that the real numbers were higher. When the siege of Lal Masjid ended, with one of the two
brothers leading terrorist activities there dead, and another captured, it seemed that a horrific
episode had ended.

0



DIGEST FEBRUARY 2022

Exactly a year later, on July 7, 2008, at the Lal Masjid Shuhada Conference to commemorate the
first anniversary of Lal Masjid Operation, seventeen Pakistanis, including fifteen policemen were
killed in a terrorist attack meant to avenge the siege of Lal Masjid.

Six years later, when a video of Jamia Hafsa students announcing their support for Abu Bakr Al
Baghdadi and Daesh came to light, the surviving brother of the Lal Masjid leadership, Abdul Aziz
spoke to the press — on December 14, 2014, only two days before the Army Public School terrorist
attack in Peshawar. His words: “I am warning the authorities to refrain from committing another
misadventure under the garb of the video which is harmless and only expresses support for
Baghdadi and his organisation. Authorities will have to face the consequences if an operation is
carried out against the students of the Jamia Hafsa”.

Five years later, in September 2021, his followers at the same Jamia Hafsa raised Taliban flags to
commemorate the ‘victory” of the darlings of many Pakistani elites - the “Afghan” Taliban, over
the United States. Abdul Aziz's words: “The whole world has seen that they defeated America
and its arrogant power. It will definitely have a positive effect on our struggle to establish Islamic
rule in Pakistan”.

Sheikh Rashid Ahmed, now the interior minister, complains about Abdul Aziz of Lal Masjid
about as convincingly as he complained about US drone strikes in Bajaur in 2006. He says,
“everyday, Abdul Aziz comes up with a new issue, and every day we try to resolve it”. This is
the interior minister of a nuclear weapons power, talking about a virulently anti-state, Daesh-
supporting, rebellious violent extremist that commands a major mosque in the heart of Pakistan’s
capital.

Bajaur and Lal Masjid were two tributaries that converged in 2007 and throughout 2008. By 2009,
as Lal Masjid was ostensibly neutralised and Bajaur was won back, Pakistan was awash in the
blood of martyrs, at the hands of the terrorist Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP).

The TTP, as a terrorist label, did not exist in June 2007. Less than six months later, it was potent
enough to claim the scalp of Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto, overrun parts of the country,
and strike at will.

Victory against the TTP was declared as early as the spring of 2015, merely weeks after the APS
attack of December 16, 2014. The lessons drawn from Pakistan’s first war against terror seem to
have been the wrong ones. Otherwise, this second war against terror may have been proceeding
better than it is.

“My entire family was killed, and I don’t know whom I should blame for it. I only seek justice
from God”. Then seventeen-year-old Samiullah from Bajaur is thirty three years old now. He
probably has children of his own. He probably did not attend university. He probably does not
live in Bajaur. We can’t know for sure. It is hard to accurately guess very much about Samiullah
today. Except for that one thing that we can, in fact, know for sure. He still doesn’t know who to
blame for his dead family. And he is still waiting for justice from God.
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The current cycle of conflict in Balochistan was not prompted by a US airstrike. Alleged patronage
from the Iranian side may embolden separatists, and Indian support certainly fuels them, but the
conflict itself was prompted by Pakistan’s own actions to rid the then military regime of Nawab
Akbar Bugti. Young Baloch men see how freely Abdul Aziz spews toxic hatred for the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan. They juxtapose that freedom with how limited the spectrum of political
options for debate, discussion and dissent are for them.

On the battlefield, we can debate the number of casualties and the bloodthirst of foreign-funded
terrorists and separatists. But in our hearts and our heads, surely, we know: as long as this land
tolerates the desperation and helplessness of Samiullahs - whether from Bajaur or from
Balochistan - Pakistan’s enemies will continue to have the luxury of exploiting them.

SOURCE: THE NEWS, FEBRUARY 8§, 2022
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Growing security concerns

ZAHID HUSSAIN

HE latest surge in terrorist attacks in the country is ominous. Last week’s coordinated
assaults on security posts in Balochistan marked a shift in the strategy of Baloch insurgent
groups — from hit-and-run operations to frontal attacks. There have been at least three
such incidents targeting security installations in different parts of the province in the past week.

While details of the simultaneous attacks in Panjgur and Naushki remain hazy, they nevertheless
demonstrate the growing capacity of the Baloch militants to launch high-profile attacks. They
seemed better trained and better armed now, with highly sophisticated weapons in their
armoury. But it is unlikely that such daring actions could have been possible without a strong
internal and external support network. The intensification in violence has accompanied reports
of various Baloch militant groups coming together.

Intriguingly, the surge in militant activities in Balochistan has coincided with the escalation in
terrorist attacks by the TTP that is targeting Pakistani security forces in the former tribal areas.
There may not be a direct connection between the two. Yet the increasing violence in two different
areas involving groups with completely different agendas has complicated our security
predicament.

A major challenge is how to deal with the two different kinds of militancy in strategically located
areas. According to the federal interior minister, there has been a 35 per cent increase in terrorist
attacks over the last few months. Pakistani security officials see an Afghan connection in both
insurgencies. Interestingly, there has been a steep rise in militant violence after the return of
Taliban rule in Afghanistan last August.

While the TTP connection with the Afghan Taliban is not a secret, the Baloch militants operating
from Afghan soil is intriguing. Pakistani security officials said the attackers were in contact with
their handlers in Afghanistan and in India during the assaults.

India’s role in the terror attacks in Pakistan is evident. But the continuing use of Afghan soil in
planning and execution of cross-border attacks is alarming. The weapons used by the Baloch
militants in the recent attacks reinforce suspicions about foreign linkages. Regional geopolitics
and rivalries too play a huge role in fuelling the Baloch insurgency. This area has long been a
hotspot of regional power games. CPEC and the development of the Gwadar port has further
intensified the conflict.

More worrisome is the fear of tactical cooperation between the TTP and Baloch militant groups.
Such a possibility makes things complicated. In recent months, the TTP has reportedly extended

0



DIGEST FEBRUARY 2022

its activities in northern Balochistan; this is a security nightmare in terms of the land mass of the
country’s largest province.

There may be little doubt about the involvement of external elements in the Baloch separatist
movement but it is an enabling environment that allows their dangerous interference. What is
most alarming is the number of young recruits being drawn into the militancy. A large number
of them come from educated backgrounds; they feel politically alienated and see little hope for
their future.

For the past many years, Balochistan has been in the grip of a low-intensity conflict, and has
experienced four insurgencies since independence. The latest phase of the conflict began around
two decades ago, after a period of relative calm from 1980 to 1988 when civilian rule was restored
bringing Baloch nationalists back into the political mainstream.

It is true that the major demands of the Baloch for political autonomy and a fair share of federal
resources were not fulfilled but democracy did provide some sense of political participation to
the people. Military rule returned in 1999 after the Musharraf coup, and ended that period of
calm. As the new regime started tightening its federal control, tensions grew, coming to a head
with the killing of Akbar Bugti in 2006 in an army operation. Once again unrest, which had always
been simmering under the surface, spilled over leading to a fresh uprising.

For long, the Baloch people have had very genuine grievances, but, instead of these being
addressed, force has been deployed to suppress their protests. It is in these circumstances that
many among the Baloch, who had lost hope in the political struggle, made the decision to join
armed groups. No longer is the insurgency confined to the tribal areas; its centre of gravity lies
in a region free of feudal and tribal hold.

Even the nationalists who sought political and economic rights within the framework of the
federation were sidelined. Extrajudicial killings and the illegal detention of political activists by
the intelligence agencies have further fuelled alienation.

The situation had improved after democracy returned in 2008 and most nationalist parties had
joined the mainstream; they took part in the 2013 polls defying the militant threat. But political
engineering that brought to power a pliant leadership in the province eroded the people’s
confidence in the political process. With little investment in the economic uplift of the population,
the province remains the most underdeveloped region in the country despite being rich in natural
wealth. That has provided militant groups with an enabling environment to attract disgruntled
youth, giving a fresh impetus to militancy in the province.

Most Baloch nationalists had rejected the idea of secession and struggled for autonomy within
the constitutional framework of the federation. But state repression had the effect of pushing
many moderates towards radical elements, as a result of which the province now stands
dangerously polarised. These divisions can even be seen among the ranks of the influential Baloch
tribal elite. The state’s authority has clearly eroded in large parts of the province.
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The use of kinetic power may contain the insurgency but will do little to win the trust of an
alienated population or effectively establish the state’s authority, making it a conducive ground
for external forces. Winning the confidence of the people is the only way to defeat the militancy
and shut the door to meddling from outside. Militancy must be dealt with firmly but it is equally
important to redress the Baloch people’s grievances.

SOURCE: DAWN, FEBRUARY 9, 2022
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TTP still active with up to 5,000 fighters:
UN

THE outlawed Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) still has between 3,000 and 5,000 fighters
in Afghanistan, reports a team of UN monitors. The report, sent to the UN Security
Council on Monday, also warns that a Taliban-run “Afghanistan has the potential to
become a safe haven for Al Qaeda and a number of terror groups with ties to the Central Asia

region and beyond”.

The US government and various UN agencies have long claimed that Al Qaeda has been active
in Afghanistan since the beginning of the Afghan jihad. US officials also say that despite a public
pledge to curb Al Qaeda activities, Afghanistan’s new Taliban leaders are not doing so, a claim
the Taliban deny.

The 29th report of the UN Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team deals with a wide
range of terrorist groups active in South Asia and beyond and covers the events that happened
between June and December 2021.

The committee monitors the activities of major militant groups like Al Qaeda, Taliban and various
factions of the militant Islamic State (IS) group, which is also known as Daesh. The committee is
required to ensure that UN-mandated sanctions on these groups are implemented.

The team describes the return of the Taliban to power in Afghanistan as “the most significant
event” in the country’s recent history, which will have far-reaching implications for all.

The militant Islamic State of Khorasan or IS-K is another group that the report focuses on, noting
that it “controls limited territory”, but has “a continuing ability to mount sophisticated attacks”
across the region. Its ability to operate across borders adds to “the complexity of the security
situation in Afghanistan”, the report warns.

In its chapter on South Asia, the report deals with the Taliban takeover in Afghanistan and its
impact on other countries in the region. The report includes TTP among the groups that have had
close working relations with all major terrorist groups in the region, including the Taliban, Al
Qaeda and IS-K.

The report assesses “the number of TTP fighters at between 3,000 and 5,500 in Afghanistan, with
Noor Wali Mehsud remaining as their leader”.

It notes that Afghanistan’s new Taliban rulers are mediating a truce between TTP and Pakistan
and this mediation has “led to a reduction in TTP attacks against Pakistan”. The negotiators also
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discussed the presence of TTP family members in Afghanistan, noting that they “wish to resettle
in Pakistan under assurances that they would reintegrate peacefully into local communities”.

The report says that despite a strong denial by the Taliban, Al Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent
(AQIS), led by Osama Mehmood and his deputy Atif Yahya Ghouri, “retains a presence in
Afghanistan”.

The report identifies the provinces of Ghazni, Helmand, Kandahar, Nimruz, Paktika and Zabul
as places where the group fought alongside the Taliban against the ousted Afghan government.
The AQIS has between 200 and 400 fighters, mainly from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India,
Myanmar and Pakistan.

The report also highlights the activities of a group — known as the Eastern Turkistan Islamic
Movement (ETIM) or Turkistan Islamic Party (TIP) — that’s struggling to start an insurgency in
China. The group has between 1,000 and 3,000 fighters in Syria, mostly located in Idlib, Aleppo,
Ladhiqgiyah and Hama governorates.

The UN team reports that ETIM/TIP members “frequently visited the Wakhan corridor, calling
for a return to Xinjiang for jihad”. The group closely collaborates with Al Qaeda, TTP and Jamaat
Ansarullah to “plan attacks on Chinese interests in Pakistan, Tajikistan and elsewhere”, the report

warns.

“ISIL (IS) is taking advantage of the turmoil in Afghanistan, including by recruiting ETIM/TIP
fighters under the leadership of a Uighur team, in an attempt to expand the organisation and
support the group’s cause,” the report warns.

The report points out that the perpetrator of the IS-K bombing of the Gozar-i-Sayed Abad Mosque
in Kunduz on Oct 8 was a Uighur fighter from the Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region of China.

Some member states reported to the UN team that, following the Taliban’s return to power,
ETIM/TIP fighters were relocated from their traditional stronghold in Badakhshan, on the border
with China, to Baghlan, Takhar and other provinces, “as part of the Taliban’s efforts to both
protect and restrain the group”. The group has between 200 and 700 fighters in this area.

The report notes that on Aug 13, Al Qaeda released a statement congratulating the Taliban on its
victory. Since then, Al Qaeda “has maintained a strategic silence, likely an effort not to
compromise Taliban’s efforts to gain international recognition and legitimacy”, the report adds.

UN monitors believe that Al Qaeda is still recovering from a series of leadership losses and lacks
the capability to conduct high-profile attacks overseas. Amin Muhammad ul-Haq Saam Khan,
who coordinated security for Osama bin Laden, returned to his home in Afghanistan in late
August.
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One member state reported that Osama bin Laden’s son, Abdallah, visited Afghanistan in
October for meetings with the Taliban. Al Qaeda leader Aiman al-Zawahiri was “alive as recently
as January 2021, but is in poor health”, the report claims.

SOURCE: DAWN, FEBRUARY 9, 2022
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Ajmal Pahari’s release

IT is on occasions such as the release of Shahnawaz, better known as Ajmal Pahari, that the
public’s trust in the country’s justice system falls to new lows. Pahari, a former MQM worker and
an alleged hitman, is said to have been involved in over 100 targeted killings in Karachi. He
remained in and out of jail for years, with the courts acquitting him in several cases as they were
unable to find enough evidence to convict him in even one. Last week, a video of a ‘changed’
Ajmal Pahari in religious garb went viral on social media, following his unpublicised release from
Sukkur jail on Jan 14, after a court granted him bail in the remaining cases against him. Similarly,
Uzair Baloch, a notorious gangster from Karachi’s Lyari area, and chief of the banned People’s
Amn Committee, is allegedly involved in scores of cases of murder, kidnapping and extortion.
Yet, he has been ‘rewarded” with acquittals in around 20 out of the 70 or so cases in which he has
been reportedly named. Given this trajectory, it will not be surprising if the law fails to nail Uzair
Baloch in the remaining cases.

It is no secret that the arrests of both men came about due to the loss of their political patronage
rather than the professional capabilities of the law-enforcement agencies, which remain unable
or unwilling to build even a single iron-clad case against them. However, it is also true that
systemic issues such as lack of operational independence for LEAs and flawed witness protection
programmes, combined with limited evidence-gathering capabilities and forensic processing,
have created serious hurdles in ensuring convictions in such cases. Moreover, the state has
provided ample opportunities to political and criminal elements to influence sections of the
judiciary and prosecution — either out of apathy or because it has its own agenda. Such an
approach always extracts a heavy cost and sends a message to even the most dangerous criminals
that their chances of escaping the clutches of the law are very good indeed.

SOURCE: DAWN, FEBRUARY 9, 2022
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Taliban Takeover of Afghanistan Seen
as 'Rude Awakening' for Pakistan

‘4;,/; il ‘i._ 4 | AFP
Members of Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan are pictured next to a captured armored vehicle in the Pakistan-Afghanistan border town
of Landikotal, Nov. 10, 2008. The Pakistani Taliban have intensified attacks inside Pakistan from bases across the Afghan border
in recent months.

BSERVERS saw the Taliban's takeover of Afghanistan last year as a strategic victory for

neighboring Pakistan after years of frosty relations between Islamabad and the Western-

backed government in Kabul that collapsed last August. Security concerns along the two
nations' border have since complicated the picture.

Many Pakistanis celebrated the Taliban's return to power, including Prime Minister Imran Khan,
who declared that Afghans had broken the "shackles of slavery."

Some Pakistanis also welcomed a perceived blow to archrival India, which had close ties with the
former Afghan government.

In the weeks that followed, Pakistan launched a diplomatic effort urging the international
community to engage with the Taliban, help ease Afghanistan's humanitarian crisis and prevent
it from descending into chaos again. For the first time, Pakistan even allowed India to transport
humanitarian aid to Kabul through Pakistani territory.
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In December, foreign ministers of the 56 nations belonging to the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation, along with Taliban and U.S. delegates, gathered in Islamabad. The meeting focused
on Afghanistan's humanitarian crisis.

Despite such efforts, tensions have sometimes flared between Islamabad and Kabul, to the
surprise of many in the region. Pakistan has complained of cross-border terrorist threats
originating in Afghanistan since the Taliban came to power.

The Pakistani offshoot of the Afghan Taliban, known as Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) or the
Pakistani Taliban, has intensified attacks inside Pakistan from bases across the Afghan border,
killing dozens of security forces in recent months.

On Sunday, heavy gunfire from inside Afghanistan targeted a northwestern Pakistani border
post, killing five soldiers. The TTP took responsibility.

"Pakistan's principal concern at this juncture is terrorism emanating from Afghan soil, of which
it has been a victim in the last many years," said Raoof Hasan, a special assistant to Khan.

"We are interacting closely with the Afghan authorities for formulating a coordinated and
effective approach. We can't afford to remain a hostage of these terrorist forces," Hasan told VOA.

Pakistani security officials say that following the withdrawal of U.S. and allied forces from
Afghanistan, TTP insurgents apparently enjoy greater operational freedom and mobility in the
country.

U.S. drone attacks and Afghan military operations had killed dozens of TTP militants over the
years. Earlier this month, the United Nations estimated between 3,000 and 5,000 Pakistani Taliban
are in Afghanistan.

Historical tensions

Pakistani officials believe the Afghan Taliban have turned a blind eye to TTP activities since
returning to power. Further inflaming tensions, the Afghan Taliban tried to stop Pakistani troops
from erecting a security fence along the roughly 2,600-kilometer common border to deter terrorist
infiltration.

Afghanistan has never accepted the border demarcation with Pakistan drawn up by 19th-century
British colonial rulers. The border controversy has been an emotional issue for Afghans and a
source of mutual tension irrespective of who is in power in Kabul.

But analysts say the Taliban, often branded as close allies of Pakistan, are taking a visibly hostile
approach in a bid to win praise from Afghan nationalists and enhance their domestic legitimacy.

In video comments on Twitter, a Taliban Defense Ministry spokesman said that "Pakistan has no
right to fence the border and divide [ethnic] Pashtuns living on either side of the border."
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The Taliban reject allegations that their territory is being used against Pakistan and have
repeatedly pledged to disallow terrorist groups from launching attacks against other countries
from Afghan soil.

While U.S. and former Afghan government leaders accused the Pakistani military of covertly
supporting the Taliban insurgency in Afghanistan, the TTP — designated a global terrorist group
by the U.S. and United Nations — provided recruits and safe havens on Pakistani soil for the
Afghan Taliban.

Afghan Taliban rulers now appear to be returning the favor by refusing to evict TTP leaders from
Afghan soil or crack down on their activities, as Pakistan has requested.

Instead, the Taliban advised interlocutors in Islamabad to engage in peace talks with the extremist
group. The Afghan Taliban mediated a 30-day truce between the TTP and the Pakistani
government in November as a "confidence-building measure" for reconciliation talks.

But the process fell apart in early December, and the TTP has resumed deadly attacks on Pakistani
forces.

The Afghan Taliban told Pakistan that the TTP fought alongside them for 20 years in Afghanistan,
Pakistani Interior Minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed told Pakistani lawmakers when discussing
Kabul's hands-off approach to the TTP.

This has reportedly compelled Pakistan to retaliate covertly against TTP leaders in Afghanistan,
including targeting them with drone attacks. Several key members of the group have been killed
in Afghan border provinces in recent weeks, but there have been no claims of responsibility.

The TTP has taken credit for killing thousands of people in Pakistan, including security forces, in
suicide bombings and other attacks over several years.

Even so, officials in Islamabad note that the Taliban have only recently returned to power after
two decades and face serious governance and financial challenges.

"It was a natural expectation that there would be a considerable reduction in incidents of violence
in Pakistan undertaken by [Afghan-based] groups such as TTP," said a senior Pakistani official
who has taken part in recent bilateral meetings with Taliban leaders in Kabul. The official wished
to remain anonymous because he was not authorized to speak to journalists.

"But this is not happening, and it means that those groups continue to receive support and
funding from somewhere. That is a cause of serious worry for Pakistan," he said. "We are having
a very frank engagement with them on this issue. They are aware of the troublemakers in
Afghanistan, but they also tell us it would require time, patience and understanding to deal with
this issue."
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Test case

Pakistani officials say they have told the Taliban government that Islamabad will extend
diplomatic recognition only after other nations do so. In their view, how Afghanistan's Islamist
rulers deal with the TTP will serve as a test case for their counterterrorism pledges to the broader
international community. Pakistan and China are encouraging the Taliban to forge an
international counterterrorism framework to ensure terrorist groups do not have operational
freedom in Afghanistan, diplomatic sources privy to the discussions told VOA. A U.N. terrorism
monitoring report released last week said the Taliban had failed to take "steps to limit the
activities of foreign terrorist fighters in the country."

The report added: "On the contrary, terrorist groups enjoy greater freedom [in Afghanistan] than
at any time in recent history."

The Taliban Foreign Ministry rejected the U.N. findings, saying, "Afghanistan is witnessing
exemplary security since the Islamic Emirate regained full sovereignty over the country." Islamic
Emirate is the official name of the Taliban government.

Pakistan was one of three countries, including Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, to
recognize the Taliban government in the late 1990s.

Michael Kugelman, the deputy director of the Asia program at the Washington-based Wilson
Center, said Islamabad had received a "rude awakening" from the cross-border attacks from
Taliban-held Afghanistan.

"These attacks, coupled with the Taliban's desire to be sure that Afghans don't perceive the group
to be doing Pakistan's bidding, have generated tensions. But at the end of the day, the relationship
will endure," Kugelman said. "The Taliban is Pakistan's ticket to influence and access in
Afghanistan. And Pakistan is a critical diplomatic backer of the Taliban. In effect, despite tensions,
both sides need each other, and that means we shouldn't expect a rupture."

In a report released this month, the International Crisis Group said Pakistan faces difficult
challenges in shaping policy toward the Taliban in Afghanistan, but it predicted Islamabad would
maintain close ties with the regime.

In doing so, Pakistan has an opportunity to do some good, according to the ICG.

"It should use those ties carefully, to nudge the Taliban toward compromises on governance,
including on respect for basic rights and adherence to counterterrorism commitments that might
win them greater favor abroad and help ease Afghanistan's humanitarian tragedy," the ICG
report said.

SOURCE: VOANEWS.COM, FEBRUARY 9, 2022
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Threats from within

TARIQ KHOSA

WE are living in times of deceit. Certain developments call for serious introspection if our
collective conscience as a nation still pricks us. In the words of Chinese philosopher Lao Tzu, if
we do not change direction, we may end up where we are heading, an implosion from within.

Pakistan’s greatest crisis is the ‘climate of bigotry’. The worst manifestation of this was the
lynching of the non-Muslim Sri Lankan manager of a Sialkot factory on frivolous blasphemy
accusations. It was correctly described as “a monumental failure of both policy and moral
courage” by this paper. A debate in parliament saw both the government and opposition blaming
the lapses in the criminal justice system. No one had the courage to admit that the state policy of
appeasement and society’s moral decay has made us hostage to bigotry and violent extremism.

The Tehreek-i-Labbaik Pakistan is a classic example of the state’s abject surrender to a monster
created and fostered to unleash violence against those deviating from the path set by the string-
pullers. How was the TLP registered as a political party? The ECP asked no questions. Forming
a platform of a lar-ge chunk of the Barelvi vote bank, it was used as an instrument of political
engineering during the 2018 national elections. Both the previous PML-N-led government and
the present PTI-led government had to beat a hasty retreat against the marauding hordes of bigots
when they resorted to violence and sit-ins to achieve the agenda of certain undemocratic forces.

Another malady is the ‘culture of impunity’. Corr-u--ption has permeated every walk of life. A
source in NAB revealed that bureaucrats and businessmen were more corrupt than politicians.
What about sac-red cows among judges and generals? No, we cannot mention their alleged
corrupt practices. Sadly, many civil servants, including police officers, lack the cou-r-age to resist
the pressure exerted by some chief exe-cutives and ministers to facilitate malpractice and misuse
their authority. Files move faster when palms are greased. No wonder Transparency
International’s Corruption Perception Index ranked Pakistan 140 out of 180 countries, with a low
CPI score of 28 during 2021, indicating a drop of 16 places from its previous ranking.

The phenomenon of ‘elite capture’ is reflected in the farcical accountability process. Both the
military and civilian governments have misused the institution that was ostensibly created to
carry out across-the-board accountability. NAB is an utter failure. It lacks transparency,
autonomy and integrity. The process of appointment of its chairman has become tain-ted. Prime
ministers and leaders of the opposition who selected successive NAB chiefs know they
succumbed to the machinations of the string-pullers.
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NAB has been consistently used as an instrument of political engineering and arm-twisting.
Recent am-endments in the NAB law have rendered it a too-th-less body whose chief serves at
the pleasure of the ruling elite. “Without strong watchdog institutions, im-punity becomes the
very foundation upon which systems of corruption are built. And if impunity is not demolished,
all efforts to bring an end to corruption are in vain,” said Nobel laureate Rigob-e-r--ta Menchu. If
we cannot select a person of unimpea-chable integrity, absolute impartiality and unquestioned
professional ability, then we might as well shut down NAB.

Another unresolved malady is the issue of missing persons or ‘enforced disappearances’, a
wound that continues to fester due to the impunity enjoyed by certain state agencies. A bill passed
by the relevant standing committee and National Assembly went ‘missing’ recently after it was
sent to the Senate. Strange things happen in our Wonderland. The enactment of a law
criminalising ‘enforced disappearances” is a long-standing demand of bodies like Amnesty
International and HRCP. The issue of missing persons that surfaced in the hinterlands of
Balo-chistan and erstwhile Fata on the pretext of combating terrorism and insurgency have been
extended to the rest of the country, including Islamabad.

Human Rights Watch in its World Report 2022 pointed out that Pakistani “authorities expanded
their use of draconian sedition and counterterrorism laws to stifle dissent and strictly regulated
civil society groups critical of government actions and policies” during 2021 — an indictment
reinforced by the observations of the Council of Pakistan Newspaper Editors that recently
expressed concern over the in--c-r--easing attempts to stifle the media and curb the ri--g-ht of
access to information. This plight of the media is yet another legacy of creeping authoritarianism
and shrinking space for democracy.

Allegations of the misuse of the blasphemy law are a constant threat to minorities here, while the
rising cases of forced conversions are causing much ang-u-ish. Reportedly, the number rose to 60
cases in 2021 from 15 in 2020. The recent killing of a Christian cle-r-gyman in Peshawar is a grim
reminder of the conti-n--uing targeting of religious minorities. Violence aga-inst women remains
endemic. Out of the 129 cases of violence recorded against women in Balochistan in 2021, 49
pertained to “honour’ killing, reported Aurat Foundation.

Against this backdrop, both state and society need to initiate a serious dialogue to ensure “a stable
and secure Pakistan where citizens enjoy their constituti-o--nal privileges and are protected
against violence, ex---tremism, and crime, and where rule of law is up--held equally for all”. This
objective is spelt out in the rec-e-ntly approved National Security Policy which co--rre-c-t--ly
identifies internal security fault lines like terrori-sm, violent extremism, sectarianism and
orga-nised crime but fails to provide a roadmap to achieve the objectives of upholding the rule
of law, promoting good governance, ensuring across-the-board accountability and countering
terrorism and violent extremism.

According to the World Justice Project, Pakistan ranks 130 out of 139 countries on rule of law. The
prime minister, in a recent article, declared that the “most urgent of all challenges facing our
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country” was the “struggle to establish the rule of law”. He said that “powerful and crooked
politicians, cartels and mafias have become accustomed to being above the law in order to protect
their privileges gained through a corrupt system”. If he seriously wants to defeat such elements,
he should first set his own house in order by paying heed to what George Eliot said: “It is never
too late to be what you might have been.”

SOURCE: DAWN, FEBRUARY 10, 2022
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PM Imran awards appreciation
certificates to 'top 10 best performing
federal ministries'

.
Prime Minister Imran Khan awards a certificate of appreciation to Interior Minister Sheikh Rashid for the performance of his ministry during a
function in Islamabad.

Prime Minister Imran Khan awarded appreciation certificates to the "top 10 best performing
federal ministries" under his government, with the communications ministry, planning ministry
and poverty alleviation division getting top honours of first, second and third respectively.

The top 10 ministries recognised for their performance at a ceremony held in Islamabad were as
follows:

Ministry of Communications (Murad Saeed)

Ministry of Planning, Development and Special Initiatives (Asad Umar)
Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety Division (Dr Sania Nishtar)

Ministry of Federal Education and Professional Training (Shafqat Mahmood)

Ministry of Human Rights (Dr Shireen Mazari)
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Ministry of Industries and Production (Khusro Bakhtiar)
National Security Division (Dr Moeed Yusuf)

Ministry of Commerce (Abdul Razak Dawood)

Ministry of Interior (Sheikh Rashid Ahmed)

Ministry of National Food Security and Research (Syed Fakhar Imam)

TOP 10
PERFORMING MINISTRIES

1. Ministry of Communications 5. Ministry of Human Rights
2. Mirestry of Planning, Development 6. Ministry of iIndustries and Production
and Speciol Initiatives 7. National Security Division
3. Poverty Alleviation & Sociol e
Sof Divisi 8. Mﬁsﬁyo‘Com'rnerce
4. Ministry of Federal Education and ’. y of In
Professional Training 10. Ministry of National Food
Security and Research
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The ministries with a performance score of 80 per cent and over were also highlighted in the
function.

MINISTRIES WITH 80% AND
ABOVE PERFORMANCE SCORE

Mermiry of Comerrunscofcnrs 13 Mivarry of Defence

'

2. Mumiry of Plonmng Deetop and S . 14 Mininsry of Low and Justice

3 Bowerty Alleviaton & Soool Sofety Drvseon 15 Muvary of Inkorrsateon Technology ond Telecommuricathon
4. Minmtry of Fedarcl Education and Professional Traming 16 Minmary of Natonal Merrtoge ard Culture

5. Ministry of Humon Rights 17 Miinistry of Finamoe

& Minmtry of Industirios and Prodocton 18 Extubbabrremnt Divizon

7. Naotonaol Security Division 19 Minisary of Railworys

2. Minmsry of Corremerce 20 Minmary of Water Resources

9. Ministry of rderior 21 Mimstry of Koshmnir AMois ond Gdge-Bashisron
10 Minmiry of Notiona! Food Security ond @eseardh 27 Miursary of Norcorcs Control

11 Minmtry of Foregn Ao 23 Ecomomx Aflairs Deison

12 Mararry of Porfaomersory Affaas

/ - i . 1 e I
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Addressing the function, the prime minister singled out Saeed for praise as his ministry came out
on top despite his young age.

The premier hailed the initiative as a "great opportunity" since every ministry would get to know
how much the others worked. "Our ministries will get incentives to work hard, the more we
publicise this," he added.
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The prime minister said that when "marks" — referring to a story from his own days as a student
— would be publicised and there would be a corresponding system of rewards and penalties, it
would bring an improvement in the governance system's performance.

He said that no system without rewards and penalties could be successful, giving the example of
performance gaps in private and public hospitals.

"When I came [into power] I had very revolutionary ideas to bring sudden changes but I realised
our system doesn't have the capability to absorb sudden shocks [and only by] incentivising will
we bring positive changes in our bureaucracy and ministries."

Giving his recommendations, the premier said the criteria should be further refined and increased
weight should be given to how can a ministry improve its performance to benefit national interest
and to bringing "out-of-box solutions" to common problems.

The premier said the appraisal would be a quarterly affair, bonuses would be given on its basis,
also adding that in future the top 10 ministries should not be announced beforehand so as to
ensure the attendance of all federal ministers.

The Prime Minister's Office said the rewards were being distributed in accordance with "The
Performance Agreement" signed with the federal ministries in which targets were set for them.

It said the agreement would help to improve performance, meet targets, address public issues,
formulate effective policy and compile the data needed for good governance.

The PMO added that the main purpose behind the agreement was to evaluate the performance
of ministries, enforce a system of rewards and penalties for government officials and improve
service delivery.
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Federal minister Fawad Chaudhry, whose own Ministry of Information and Broadcasting was
missing in the top 10, congratulated the award recipients.

Explaining the snub of his ministry, he said performance was measured on the basis of
implementation of projects that the ministries submitted to the PMO. Chaudhry added he had
modified some projects which would provide more positive results next time.

a Ch Fawad Hussain
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Congratulations to the ten cabinet ministries on their
excellent performance. We could not make room this
time because performance is measured by the
implementation of projects that the ministry gives to
the PM's office. Will be happy next time inshallah :)

'PM has no-confidence in remaining cabinet members'

Meanwhile, PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari said that PM Imran had distributed
certificates among his ten favourite ministers, which meant that he had expressed "no-confidence"
in the rest of the members of the federal cabinet.

Addressing a workers' convention in Multan, Bilawal said that the prime minister was busy
distributing certificates among his ministers when he should be focusing on solving the people's
issues.

He vowed that the people of Pakistan would show PM Imran the reality of his government's
performance. "The certificate that you will receive from the people in the [next] elections, you
suffered a trailer of that in the by-elections," he said.

He went on to say that the prime minister had done great "injustice" with Multan. "He has the
biggest cabinet in the country's history, but only 10 of his ministers are deserving of praise."

Bilawal said that the communications minister, Murad Saeed, was awarded a certificate even
though he failed to work on the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).

In an apparent reference to Asad Umar, he said that another minister from Karachi was fired and
then kicked out from one ministry, but was now looking after the planning ministry.

He noted that Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi was not given a certificate, reiterating
that it was an "injustice with Multan". "On one hand they praise Pakistan's foreign policy [...] if it
is so successful then where is the certificate?" he asked.
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PPP Vice President Sherry Rehman blew off the entire move as a "joke with the nation". "The
government's three-year performance is full of mismanagement, corruption and failures," she
said in a statement. "There is a crisis situation in every ministry."

Rehman said there were question marks over the performance of several ministries, quipping
whether any ministry was devoid of blame for creating a crisis.

The senator said the prime minister could "certainly give appreciation certificates to ministers
over excellent performance in cursing and accusing [the opposition]".

"The nation will now give its opinion on the performance of the government and the ministers
through the vote," the senator said.

SOURCE: DAWN, FEBRUARY 10, 2022
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Colonial nostalgia

MOHAMMAD ALI BABAKHEL

OLICE reforms in India and Pakistan are more talked about than practised. In post-

independence India, police reform commissions included the Gore Committee, the

National Police Commission (NPC), the Ribeiro Committee, the Padmanabhaiah
Committee, the Malimath Committee on Reforms of the Criminal Justice System, the MHA
Review Committee on Police Reforms, the Soli Sorabjee Committee on the Model Police Act and
the Prof Madhava Menon Committee on the Draft National Policy on Criminal Justice. Between
1971 and 2007, there were nine national-level commissions including the NPC and Soli Sorabjee
Committee. State-level commissions were also set up.

The NPC report provided guidance for future police reform commissions. It observed that
“Increased political interference ... meant the increased division of police personnel into different
cliques and groups with different political leanings” and advised depoliticisation. But its advice
was shelved by the next government. In 1996, retired police chiefs Prakash Singh and N.K. Singh
filed a petition in the Indian Supreme Court for operational autonomy and implementation of the
recommendations. To examine the NPC recommendations, in 1998, the court appointed a
committee headed by Julio F. Ribeiro. To identify the gaps between police response and public
expectations. In 2000, the Padmanabhaiah committee was appointed.

In 2003, the Police Performance and Accountability Commission was formed to assess the impact
of the autonomy granted to the police and political interference. The Malimath Committee was
appointed to restore public confidence in the criminal justice system. The commission’s findings
showed that police autonomy did not have much impact. Unilateral autonomy to police chiefs
could lure them towards corruption. It discussed the prevention of the misuse of autonomy by
police chiefs. To draft a model police act in 2005, the Soli Sorabjee Committee was notified.

In 2006, the supreme court issued seven directives to the centre and states regarding the selection
and tenure of police chiefs, separation of investigation and operations, promotion and posting of
junior officers, and formation of police establishment boards. To probe complaints against officers
above DSP rank, the court ordered a state-level authority to be headed by a retired superior court
judge. State and national security commissions were to evaluate police performance. But a
committee formed in 2008 concluded that despite the lapse of almost four years no state had fully
implemented the directives. In 2018, the court banned the appointment of acting police chiefs and
instructed the states to send a panel of eligible officers to the Union Public Service Commission
to shortlist three names for the state to select one.
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The report of the Roundtable Conference on Police Reforms observed that the Kerala police had
secured partial freedom from political control but that “faceless middlemen” had replaced
corrupt politicians and that “insulation from illegitimate political control has not resulted in
reducing police corruption”. The Kerala experience, in fact, suggests a balanced approach
between operational autonomy and police accountability.

Interestingly, the British preferred to model India’s police on the Irish Constabulary that isolated
the law enforcers from the public. Here, the objective was to protect the Raj and control the locals,
while in the UK, police were subservient to the courts and democratic control. In true
democracies, interactive policing brings the public and police closer. The police strive to uphold
the rule of law and do not bow to outside influence. Four decades after promulgating Police Act
1861, in 1902, the colonial power itself concluded that “the police force is far from efficient ... it is
generally regarded as corrupt and oppressive...”. And yet, after independence, the elite class
clings closely to the colonial recipe.

Active public engagement remains a weak link, and police confront a low image and low level of
public understanding about policing issues. Besides political ownership, police reforms also
require public support.

As in other ex-British colonies, the challenge lies in eliminating bureaucratic-cum-political
control; if police are placed under democratic oversight, then what about the capacity and
neutrality of the members of safety commissions? The real irritants are structural and attitudinal.
Addressing both is a gigantic task. Structural and attitudinal flaws are historical and difficult to
remove. Structural and legal readjustment lies in the domain of the political elite while attitudinal
and professional readjustment is the senior police leadership’s responsibility. Recognising that
making history is a more viable option than living in the past, the political and police leadership
and public stakeholders should collaborate to bring about positive change.

SOURCE: DAWN, FEBRUARY 11, 2022
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Lynching horror visits Khanewal

middle-aged man was stoned to death by a mob over alleged desecration of the Holy
Quran in a remote village of Khanewal district.

The killing comes on the heels of an identical incident in Sialkot, where a Sri Lan-kan
engineer was lynched by factory workers on Dec 3 last year on blasphemy charges.

The Saturday incident took place in Jungle Dera village where hundreds of loc-als gathered after
Magh-rib pra-yers following annou-n-cements that a man had torn some pages of the Holy Quran
and later set them on fire.

With no one ready to listen to the suspect, who rep-orte-dly claimed innocence, the villagers first
hanged him with a tree and then hit him with bricks, until he died.

According to an eyewitness, a police team which reached the village well before stoning arrested
the suspect but the growing mob snatched him from the SHO’s custody. Chief Minis-ter Usman
Buzdar sought a report from IGP Rao Sardar Ali Khan.

SOURCE: DAWN, FEBRUARY 13, 2022



DIGEST FEBRUARY 2022

Over 300 kilos of heroin worth $1.4bn
seized in Karachi city

HE provincial excise and taxation department claimed to have recovered a huge quantity
of heroin, worth more than $1.4 billion in international market, in a raid in Surjani Town.

Speaking at a press conference here, Minister for Excise & Taxation and Narcotics Control
Mukesh Kumar Chawla termed the raid the “largest drug bust in the history of Karachi” as huge
quantity of drugs, including 304 kilograms of heroin and 500kg of charas, was recovered.

He said that 38kg of chemicals used to make hundreds of kilograms of drugs were also recovered.

The minister said a team was formed that carried out an operation in Sector 70-D of Surjani Town
on Sunday and arrested a suspect, identified as Mohammad Usman.

Mr Chawla said that the seized heroin was valued at $1.4bn, while charas was valued at $1.5
million in the international market.

On the occasion, the minister also showed to reporters seized equipment used to manufacture
drugs. He appreciated the performance of the excise officials.

25kg charas recovered from ambulance

The Mochko police claimed to have recovered 25 kilograms of charas from an ambulance on
Sunday.

They said acting on a tip-off the police intercepted an ambulance of the ‘Shahbaz welfare
association Punjab’, which was coming from Othal, Balochistan to Karachi.

Upon a thorough search of the vehicle, the police found charas concealed in 20 packets.

Area SHO Chaudhry Shahid said the charas weighed 25 kilograms. He said the ambulance driver,
identified as Saleem, was arrested.

A case was registered on behalf of the state at the Mochko police station.

SOURCE: DAWN, FEBRUARY 14, 2022
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Pakistan’s struggle to secure the western
frontier

Pakistan’s military has stepped up operations along the Afghan border in recent weeks after a
spate of militant attacks has dented hopes the frontier might see more peace and stability after
the end of the war in Afghanistan.

Militant groups have killed at least 14 Pakistani soldiers in attacks over the past month, three of
them carried out by fighters entering from Afghanistan, the Pakistani military said.

Afghanistan’s new Taliban rulers, struggling with a humanitarian crisis, have denied that Afghan
territory was used in any of the attacks. But despite such assurances, disputes linked to the
border, which has been a bone of contention between the neighbours for decades, could
undermine their relations.

0



DIGEST FEBRUARY 2022

The Pakistani military said six insurgents were killed in the latest clash in Balochistan on
Wednesday. “Operations to eliminate such perpetrators of terrorist acts in Pakistan will
continue,” the military said in a statement.

A top Pakistani security official with direct knowledge of border operations told Reuters: “We
have stepped up intelligence-based operations to ensure that we deny entry to militants.”

Large areas on the Pakistani side of the border were out of the control of the government for
decades, ruled by fiercely independent Pashtun tribes, whose communities often straddle both
sides of the unmarked border.

But Pakistan is determined to end all that, aiming to bring the rugged lands under central rule,
demarcate the border with a fence and control who comes and goes with a tight border-control
system, another official said.

7”7

“We're targeting anyone, whether insurgent or militant, who is a threat,” said the second official,
who also declined to be identified.

‘Friends’

Pakistan has enjoyed good relations with the Afghan Taliban for years even though Pakistan was
officially an ally of the United States during its 20-year occupation of Afghanistan.

But as Pakistan grapples with violence by militants, its appeals to the Taliban to control their side
of the border have not brought the action it hopes to see.

Increasingly frustrated, Pakistani officials have been pressing the Taliban to deny space and
resources to the militants, an appeal repeated by National Security Adviser Moeed Yusuf when
he visited Kabul last month.

Yusuf’s office did not respond to a Reuters request for comment.

The Pakistani military’s information office did not respond to a request for comment about the
scope of its operations and what the military would do if the attacks from Afghan soil continued.

In Kabul, the Taliban reject suggestions Afghan territory is used for attacks into Pakistan and
hope talks can solve the problem. “We're trying to solve such actions through diplomatic ways,”
defence ministry spokesman Enayatullah Khowarazmi told Reuters.

The Taliban tried late last year to facilitate talks between Pakistan and the Tehreek-i-Taliban
Pakistan, but the talks fell apart after a few weeks.

SOURCE: DAWN, FEBRUARY 18, 2022
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High-handed tactics

VEN for an administration known to be exceedingly thin-skinned, the PTI government’s
contempt for the freedom of speech has perhaps never been more obvious. And its over-
the-top reactions make for bad optics and even poorer strategy.

On Wednesday morning, an FIA team raided the home of media personality Mohsin Baig and
arrested him after he allegedly fired his gun at the law-enforcement personnel and roughed up
some of them. The action was taken, as per the FIA, after Federal Communications Minister
Murad Saeed filed an FIR in which he accused Mr Baig of committing offences against him under
the cybercrime law.

Specifically, Mr Saeed’s allegations pertain to a TV talk show on which the journalist had alluded
to some controversial mention of him in a book by the prime minister’s former wife, Reham Khan.
The channel on which the programme had aired was reportedly taken off cable networks even
before a show-cause notice had been issued by Pemra, as required by the law.

The media environment, and more broadly the right to freedom of speech, has become
increasingly constricted in Pakistan. The PTI government’s intolerance of dissent and its hostility
towards the media has created a situation where journalists are seen as fair game for trolling,

character assassination and worse.

Just the day before the raid, television host Syed Iqrarul Hassan levelled serious allegations
against officials of the Intelligence Bureau. According to the journalist, the intelligence personnel
detained him and his colleagues for hours at the agency’s Karachi office after they attempted to
expose an IB inspector’s alleged corruption and subjected them to extreme torture and
humiliation. One can have reservations about Mr Hassan’s brand of journalism, or indeed
question whether the talk show host in the earlier cited instance should have stopped Mr Baig
from going down the path he did. It can even be demanded of TV channels that they revisit their
codes of conduct. But to resort to such high-handed tactics as those meted out to the journalists
is completely unacceptable.

Unfortunately, the PTI itself is much to blame for the vulgar and boorish quality of political
discourse increasingly on display. Even government ministers have shown a shocking lack of
restraint while making personal remarks about opposition members; yet they are easily offended
when the tables are turned. Also, the PTI might consider the wisdom in picking such fights.
Sometimes it is better to let sleeping dogs lie.

SOURCE: DAWN, FEBRUARY 18, 2022
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Cabinet approves amendments to
cybercrime law via ordinance

N

Information and Broadcasting Minister Fawad Chaudhry.

EDERAL MINISTER for Information and Broadcasting Fawad Chaudhry confirmed to
DawnNewsTV that the federal cabinet had given the approval for a presidential ordinance

to amend the Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act (Peca), 2016.
He said the approval for the ordinance was sought through circulation.

The minister said under the amendments, defaming individuals on social media would be
declared a punishable offence and courts would be obliged to give a verdict on cases registered
under Peca within six months.

Chaudhry shared this earlier in a tweet as well, saying that the federal cabinet's approval had
been sought for the amendments.
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Two key laws have been sent to the federal cabinet for
approval. The first is to allow parliamentarians to
participate in election campaigns, while the second is
to make it a punishable offense to insult the dignity of
the people on social media. To be done in a month

Peca was passed by the National Assembly in 2016 amid the opposition's protest.

The PML-N, which was in the government at the time, had used its majority to bulldoze the
controversial bill. The opposition, meanwhile, criticised the legislation for giving the executive
what it called sweeping powers that could be misused against anyone and further curb freedom
of expression in the country.

The legislation stated that parody or satire-based websites and social media accounts can be
proceeded against on ‘spoofing’, which makes it an offence to run a website or send information
with a “counterfeit source”. It also authorised Federal Investigation Agency officers to unlock any
computer, mobile phone or other device that may be required for the purpose of investigating a
crime or offence, and said that defamation would be treated as a punishable offence.

In November 2020, the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf government framed social media laws under
Peca, drawing criticism from digital rights activists, the Internet Service Providers of Pakistan
and the Asia Internet Coalition, who had termed the laws draconian.

Tech companies had also threatened to discontinue their services in Pakistan if the rules were not
amended, saying the regulations would make it difficult for them to continue their operations.

The rules were also challenged in the Islamabad High Court (IHC). During one of the hearings
on the petition, the attorney general had assured the IHC that the government was ready to
review the rules.

In March 2021, Prime Minister Imran Khan had constituted an inter-ministerial committee to
review the controversial social media rules.

The committee had prepared the rules by August and they were passed by the Cabinet
Committee on Legislative Cases on September 23.
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The federal cabinet had approved the amendments to digital media rules on September 29 and
the Ministry of Information Technology and Telecommunication had notified them on November
14.

The Removal and Blocking of Unlawful Online Content (Procedure, Oversight and Safeguards)
Rules, 2021, allowed the telecom regulator in the country to block any website or platform on the
directives of court and federal government or under any law.

In a statement issued at the time, IT and Telecom Minister Aminul Haque had said under the
rules, social media companies would have to abide by Pakistani laws and the rights of social
media users.

He had said there would be a ban on the live streaming of extremist, terrorist, hateful, obscene
and violent content, and "social media companies will be liable to remove content against
Pakistan's integrity and defence."

As per the rules, the propagation of "immoral and obscene content" will also be a punishable
offence, Haque had said.

"No negative content concerning any individual will be uploaded," Haque had said, adding that
uploading material about someone's private life would also be banned.

Other things banned under the revised rules include "content against Pakistan's cultural and
moral trends" as well as content that could "destroy" the morals and harm the mental and physical
development of children.

The minister had said the rules would apply to all social media outlets including Facebook,
YouTube, TikTok, Twitter and Google. He had added that after the issuance of the notification,
the social media companies would be required to set up their offices in Pakistan "as soon as
possible".

Social media companies were asked to register with the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority
(PTA) within three months of the law coming into force and to appoint an authorised compliance
officer and grievance officer based in Pakistan within the same time-frame. These officers have to
address complaints within seven working days.

The rules also direct social media companies to establish an office in Pakistan, preferably located
in Islamabad, upon PTA's directions "as and when feasible". Previously, the rules required the
companies to set up their offices within nine months.

Internet companies had criticised the amended version as well, noting that the most problematic
provisions remained unchanged in the new draft that they said had in fact "regressed" in
comparison with previous versions.

SOURCE: DAWN, FEBRUARY 19, 2022

0



DIGEST FEBRUARY 2022

President promulgates ordinance to
regulate social media as minister warns
against indulging in 'fake news'

President Arif Alvi speaks during an interview.

President Dr Arif Alvi promulgated an ordinance to amend the Prevention of Electronic Crimes
Act, 2016 (Peca) as federal Law Minister Barrister Farogh warned that no one would be exempt
from indulging in "fake news".

The development comes a day after the federal cabinet gave approval for a presidential ordinance
to amend the Peca, 2016. Information Minister Fawad Chaudhry said the approval for the
ordinance was sought through circulation.

The ordinance, a copy of which is available with Dawn.com, has been called the Prevention of
Electronic Crimes (Amendment) Ordinance, 2022 and "shall come into force at once".

An amendment has been made in Section 20 of Peca, increasing the jail term for defaming any
person or institution from three years to five years.
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Further, the complainant has been defined as the aggrieved person, his authorised representative,
his guardian in case he is a minor or "a member of the public in respect of a public figure or a
holder of public office". Online public defamation has also been made a cognisable and a non-
bailable offence.

The definition of a "person" has been expanded to include any company, association or body of
persons whether incorporated or not, institution, organisation, authority or any other body
established by the government under any law or otherwise.

The ordinance also stipulated the insertion of a new section in the act under which a timeline was
given for the court to wrap up the case. "The trail shall be concluded expeditiously, but preferably
not later than six months of taking cognizance of the case."

The ordinance also stated that the court would have to submit a monthly progress report of any
pending trial to the high court concerned and give reasons for the inability of the court to
expeditiously conclude the trial.

"In case the high court finds the reasons given by the court under sub-section (2) to be plausible
... it may accept the explanation of the court, and prescribe fresh timelines for the conclusion of a
trial."

On the other hand, if the high court acknowledged "difficulties, hindrances, and obstacles for
concluding a trial expeditiously, which are removable by the federal or provincial government or
any of its officers [...] it shall call upon the federal or provincial government or any of its officers
to remove such obstacles."

It stated that where the Ministry of Law and Justice secretary of the provincial secretaries of the
same ministry were of the opinion that the delay in the disposal of the trial was attributable to a
presiding officer or any of its functionaries, "it shall furnish such information to the high court
concerned, proposing suitable action."

It added that the high court could order disciplinary action against the presiding officer or any of
the court's functionaries if they were found to be responsible for the delay in the disposal of the
trial.

"The chief justice of every high court shall also nominate a judge along with other officers from
the court for acting under this section," it concluded.

Law minister warns against 'fake news'

Earlier today, federal Law Minister Barrister Farogh Naseem called for rooting out the
propagation of "fake news" and said that no one will be exempt from indulging in the menace
under the amended laws.
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Talking to the media in Karachi, Naseem said spreading fake news would be treated as a
cognisable offence after the amendments to the act took effect. "It will also be a non-bailable
offence with up to six months imprisonment."

Law Minister Barrister Farogh Naseem addresses a press conference.

In his press conference, Naseem insisted that the amended law would help curb fake news.
"Whatever happened in the past is gone, now we are moving in the right direction."

The minister explained that the law was primarily for a public figure or a public office holder,
while a complaint about disinformation or false news could be filed by the public at large.

Giving an example, he said: "Suppose, fake news is spread about a veteran film actor named
Nadeem. It's not necessary that Nadeem himself should turn up to lodge a complaint. Instead,
anyone can approach a relevant authority with a complaint and the case has to be wrapped up
within six months under the law."

The minister quoted a few recent instances wherein some dignitaries were targeted with false
information. He said it was regrettable that filthy language was used against former chief justice
Gulzar Ahmed a few weeks ago.

"Similarly, wrong information about the first lady made rounds that she had a bust-up [with her
husband] leading her to leave her home... how can one spread such incorrect stories?" the minister
wondered.
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Asked whether the PTI was introducing the new law as it could feel the end of its tenure
approaching and to prevent rivals from targeting the part, Naseem said that he did not believe
that the government's days were numbered.

"In case we are in the opposition, then this law will obviously not be favourable for us. Hence,
the idea that the government will soon go home is not correct," he said.

The minister was also asked whether he felt "disappointed" that his ministry was not ranked
among the top when the prime minister awarded certificates to several ministries for their
performances earlier this month.

Naseem responded in the negative, adding that the MQM-Pakistan was not competing with any
ministry "at all".

Separately, PML-N Vice President Maryam Nawaz declared that the laws that the government
was passing in an attempt to "silence the media and the opposition", would eventually be used
against "Imran and company".

"Don't say we didn't warn you," she said.

. Maryam Nawaz Sharif @ L 4
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Contention over new regulations
The Peca was passed by the National Assembly in 2016 amid the opposition's protest.

The PML-N, which was in the government at the time, had used its majority to bulldoze the
controversial bill. The opposition, meanwhile, criticised the legislation for giving the executive
what it called sweeping powers that could be misused against anyone and further curb freedom
of expression in the country.

The legislation stated that parody or satire-based websites and social media accounts can be
proceeded against on ‘spoofing’, which makes it an offence to run a website or send information
with a “counterfeit source”. It also authorised Federal Investigation Agency officers to unlock any
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computer, mobile phone or other device that may be required for the purpose of investigating a
crime or offence, and said that defamation would be treated as a punishable offence.

In November 2020, the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf government framed social media laws under
Peca, drawing criticism from digital rights activists, the Internet Service Providers of Pakistan
and the Asia Internet Coalition, who had termed the laws draconian.

Tech companies had also threatened to discontinue their services in Pakistan if the rules were not
amended, saying the regulations would make it difficult for them to continue their operations.

The rules were also challenged in the Islamabad High Court (IHC). During one of the hearings
on the petition, the attorney general had assured the IHC that the government was ready to
review the rules.

In March 2021, Prime Minister Imran Khan had constituted an inter-ministerial committee to
review the controversial social media rules.

The committee had prepared the rules by August and they were passed by the Cabinet
Committee on Legislative Cases on September 23.

The federal cabinet had approved the amendments to digital media rules on September 29 and

the Ministry of Information Technology and Telecommunication had notified them on November
14.

The Removal and Blocking of Unlawful Online Content (Procedure, Oversight and Safeguards)
Rules, 2021, allowed the telecom regulator in the country to block any website or platform on the
directives of court and federal government or under any law.

In a statement issued at the time, IT and Telecom Minister Aminul Haque had said under the
rules, social media companies would have to abide by Pakistani laws and the rights of social
media users.

He had said there would be a ban on the live streaming of extremist, terrorist, hateful, obscene
and violent content, and "social media companies will be liable to remove content against
Pakistan's integrity and defence."

As per the rules, the propagation of "immoral and obscene content" will also be a punishable
offence, Haque had said.

"No negative content concerning any individual will be uploaded," Haque had said, adding that
uploading material about someone's private life would also be banned.

Other things banned under the revised rules include "content against Pakistan's cultural and
moral trends" as well as content that could "destroy" the morals and harm the mental and physical
development of children.
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The minister had said the rules would apply to all social media outlets including Facebook,
YouTube, TikTok, Twitter and Google. He had added that after the issuance of the notification,
the social media companies would be required to set up their offices in Pakistan "as soon as
possible".

Social media companies were asked to register with the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority
(PTA) within three months of the law coming into force and to appoint an authorised compliance
officer and grievance officer based in Pakistan within the same time frame. These officers have to
address complaints within seven working days.

The rules also direct social media companies to establish an office in Pakistan, preferably located
in Islamabad, upon PTA's directions "as and when feasible". Previously, the rules required the
companies to set up their offices within nine months.

Internet companies had criticised the amended version as well, noting that the most problematic
provisions remained unchanged in the new draft that they said had in fact "regressed" in
comparison with previous versions.

SOURCE: DAWN, FEBRUARY 20, 2022
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Sherry Rehman lashes out at govt for
planned ordinances on social media,
election campaigning

PP Senator Sherry Rehman on Sunday slammed the government for cancelling a
scheduled session of the National Assembly without an official announcement and

planning to promulgate two ordinances regarding election campaigning and social media.

A session of the National Assembly was scheduled for February 18 (Friday) only to be cancelled
by President Dr Arif Alvi. The opposition had criticised the postponement as a move to stop PML-
N President Shehbaz Sharif from avoiding his indictment in an alleged corruption case while a
source had told Dawn the session was shelved since the government wanted to promulgate some

ordinances.

Information Minister Fawad Chaudhry told Dawn on Saturday the government was set to
promulgate an ordinance declaring defamation of people and institutions on social media a
cognisable offence.

He said the drafts of the proposed legislation, including an amendment to the Elections Act 2017
allowing members of the parliament to take part in election campaigns, had already been
circulated among the federal cabinet members for approval, adding that the two laws would be
enforced through the promulgation of presidential ordinances.

The PTI government, which has promulgated over 70 ordinances since August 2018, has been
facing strong criticism for heavily relying on ordinances for legislation.

Senator Rehman added to that criticism today, saying that the ordinance regarding campaigning
would allow government ministers "unprecedented ability to misuse state resources". She said it
showed how "far gone" the government was in its "fear of the people".

She described the social media laws as "sweeping and draconian" in scope which would be used
to further clamp down on dissent.

"Make no mistake, this is not about protecting the vulnerable from cyber predations; quite the
opposite," she said.
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The changes regarding social media come in the wake of an incident earlier this month that saw
a TV programme panel question Prime Minister Imran Khan's decision to award
Communications Minister Murad Saeed the first place among the 10 best performing federal
ministries at a ceremony. The panel had made several critical and disparaging remarks about the
federal minister, insinuating with innuendoes that some 'other factors' were behind the award
than his ministry's performance.

The programme had attracted a flurry of criticism from government officials and NewsOne was
reportedly taken off air by cable networks. The Pakistan Elec-tronic Media Regulatory Auth-ority
had also issued a show-cause notice to the channel for airing "unethical" remarks about a federal
minister.

Saeed had also registered a first information report (FIR) against one of the panellists, media
personality Mohsin Jamil Baig. The FIR, a copy of which is available with Dawn.com, said Baig
had "assassinated" Saeed's character by using "immoral and abusive language" in a talk show. It
said Baig had related a "baseless story with derogatory remarks" which was subsequently shared
on social media and had "shattered" the federal minister's image in public.

Subsequently, the Federal Investigation Agency had raided Baig's Islamabad residence on
Wednesday and arrested him after he allegedly shot at and roughed up members of the raiding
team.

SOURCE: DAWN, FEBRUARY 20, 2022
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Sons Of Gen Zia’s ISI Chief Among
Those Named in Credit Suisse Leak

Services Intelligence (DG ISI) General Akhtar Abdur Rahman Khan who was appointed
by General Zia-ul-Haq, have been named in a leak of secret banking data from Credit

NUMEROUS global political figures, including the sons of former Director-General Inter-

Suisse disclosing many “problematic” bank accounts opened by the Swiss bank.

According to the Organised Crime and Corruption Reporting Project (OCCRP), the data purports
to reveal up to $8 billion in assets held by ‘potentially problematic” clients, including “spy chiefs
and their relatives from Jordan, Yemen, Iraq, Egypt, and Pakistan”. The data includes accounts
opened from the 1940s to the 2010s, but does not disclose current account data.

Among the names mentioned in the OCCRP report is General Akhtar Abdur Rahman Khan, who
served under General Zia-ul-Ha, and is widely credited with facilitating the Afghan Mujahideen
in their struggle against the Soviet invasion in Afghanistan. Although the general was never
charged, it was suspected that he funnelled aid and billions in cash from the US, Saudi Arabia,
and other countries to the Mujahideen, the New York Times reported.

One account was reportedly opened in the name of Akhtar’s three sons in 1985; by 2003 the
account held up to $3.7 million. A second account was reportedly opened in 1986 in the name of
just one son and was worth approximately $9.2 million in 2010. According to an unnamed
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intelligence source quoted by the OCCRP, “It was easy at that point in time to open Swiss banking
accounts of any manner or type for transfer of overt funds. Akhtar was doing it to fill his own
pockets,” the source claimed. “A lot of money was siphoned off from the Afghan war and into
his bank accounts.”

When asked about the accounts, Akhtar’s sons said the information was “not correct” and
“conjectural.” No charges have ever been brought against any of the Rahman Khan family.

General Akhtar died in 1988, in the same plane crash that killed General Zia, United States
Ambassador, Arnold L. Raphael, and other senior officers of the Pakistan army.

SOURCE: THE FRIDAY TIMES, FEBRUARY 21, 2022
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CII on blasphemy

OR a change, the Council of Islamic Ideology has taken a position that no one with either

a religious or secular mindset should find controversial. On Wednesday, following a

meeting presided over by its chairman, Qibla Ayaz, and attended by 17 religious” scholars,
the statutory body issued a statement to say that violence against anyone on allegations of
blasphemy is “inhuman and contrary to Islamic principles”.

It called for expeditious legal proceedings against those guilty of lynching Sri Lankan citizen
Priyantha Kumara in December last year in Sialkot over allegations of blasphemy. The horrific
murder, in which a mob beat the victim to death and set his body on fire, laid bare on the
international stage the simmering issue of religiously inspired violence in the country which
intermittently claims Pakistani lives. Perhaps it was the glare of this global spotlight, and the
negative consequences that could ensue from it, which prompted the CII to issue a statement that
would have been equally relevant much earlier.

Violence stemming from blasphemy allegations is nothing new in the country. It has targeted
non-Muslims disproportionately, and not even spared the mentally handicapped. In fact, the very
first lynching on this count after Mr Kumara’s murder was that of a man in Khanewel who was
known to suffer from mental health problems.

However, the remedy suggested by the CII to address such bestial violence — the constitution of
a national commission to make recommendations for preventing such incidents — is a superficial
one, Band-Aid for a cancer that has metastasized. The problem is far too deep-seated to be
resolved by a group of experts in law, sociology and psychology.

Many opportunities to address religious extremism in the country have been squandered because
it required taking difficult decisions and the resolve to stand by them. In fact, we have regressed.
The state has ‘mainstreamed’ an ultra-right group that is at the vanguard of the murderous witch-
hunt against alleged blasphemers. In any case, the government should not look to the CII for
remedies.

More often not, the body has issued extremely controversial statements in the past. For example,
it has said there should be no minimum age for marriage and that DNA should not be considered
primary evidence in rape cases, not to mention rejected any meaningful legislation on domestic
violence. The fact is, through this platform, ultra conservative unelected elements can, with a
single statement, dilute or derail progressive legislation.

SOURCE: DAWN, FEBRUARY 26, 2022
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Ecosystem of hate

AFIYA S. ZIA

YNCHING is the practice of summary extra-legal executions introduced in 18th-century

America — ritualised violence inflicted by a group on an individual. Genocide is a form

of mass lynching perpetrated systematically by a collective or society on vulnerable
minorities as a group. Both terms are used to describe episodes of murderous mob violence in
South Asia but are not directly criminalised.

Attributed to Col Charles Lynch, who hanged an insurgent in 1780 without trial, this practice
gained favour across frontier America. By 1851, vigilance committees (essentially,
institutionalised jirgas) were formed. The main justification for lynching was inefficacy of the law.
It became a form of community justice for theft and homicide and to intimidate economic rivals.
It is now “a weapon of terrorism” to control the mobility of certain groups.

‘Consent” and approval of the people were the sine qua non, and ‘chivalry” and “honour” became
pretexts for lynching black men deemed inherently violent with a proclivity for raping white
women. Publicised hanging, burning and automobile dragging were used to display the victim’s
body for maximum effect. The spectacle was attended by thousands; newspapers and radios
would announce the event and photographs were taken of the body, parts of which even became

souvenirs.

Similar to arguments made elsewhere about “honour killings’, murders by mobs or communities
are not random or sporadic but ritually enacted hate crimes by actors following a script, with the
intent to instil terror and to police socio-sexual transgression. Murders related to blasphemy, too,
are instances of majoritarian intolerance for heterodoxy. This does not mean the motives are not
inspired by a sense of offence or injured feelings, but honour, customs, morality, paternalism,
patriotism, love of the divine are convenient excuses for inflicting gratuitous violence. These
deflect responsibility and convert the perpetrators into elements of noblesse oblige.

Spectacular brutality attracts mass support and attendance and the lyncher is often celebrated
and glorified. Wendy Lower notes that these crimes go hand in hand with hedonism since the
hedonist does not act alone: pleasure is often pursued in pairs and groups. Social media and
phone apps are incendiary tools for mobilising mob lynching and intensifying voyeuristic sadism.

Lynching secures majoritarian supremacy, sexual obedience and economic intimidation.
Religious outfits such as the TLP underwrite the script and virulent nationalism provides the
redoubts. The state’s surrender to the privatisation of such practices was obvious when Sialkot
businessmen paid what is essentially blood money to the widow of Priyantha Kumara.
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Outlawing hate crimes is futile unless the ecosystem of hate is dismantled. Lynching has not
‘ended’ in America — its ritual forms may have changed but it continues in micro-aggressive
practices, policing, disproportionate incarceration and is underlined thinly disguised racism.

The principled remedy for extrajudicial killing is to first end the death penalty which is legalised
lynching. The state can claim legal monopoly over violence but to use it to kill its own citizens is
an unfeasible paradox. The practical solution is to amend the blasphemy laws and indict those
guilty of killings under the amended honour killing law. Political parties refusing to do so, and
judicial elements acquitting such murderers may be seen as complicit in the continuation of the
practice.

The main indemnity for mob crimes, however, lies in the popular support of participants and
communities. Pakistan’s clerics have done enough damage by abetting such bloodlust with the
approval of the state but incredulously, they have been defended by some scholars and
intellectuals who scold those who criticise mullahs for their liberal antipathy. Fascism was
historically aided by an intellectual patronage that defended the ecosystem of hate crimes and
bigotry.

We cannot paradoxically admire the allure of religious populism in Pakistan yet bemoan its
fuelling of hate crimes in India. This is to arm men who kill for the “higher” cause of protecting
women, honour or faith. To end moral relativism, the media has to convert public opinion from
celebration and spectacle to shame and stigma. India’s ‘genocidal fantasy’ has turned non-
fictional and the nation needs to be shamed, stigmatised and shunned. The global community
that claims to be repulsed by the history of fascism and genocide in Europe must issue financial
and political warnings to India.

Scholars and race experts have argued for categorising mob violence/ lynching as domestic
terrorism, despite the concern that such laws are used to intimidate citizens and groups, along
with the contentious role of ATCs. Until Pakistan’s blasphemy laws are amended, however,
treating mob violence as terrorism could mitigate the escalating lynching that is taking genocidal
turns.

SOURCE: DAWN, FEBRUARY 27, 2022
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‘Peca-boo’

MIRZA MOIZ BAIG

“The right conclusions are more likely to be gathered out of a multitude of tongues, than through
any kind of authoritative selection. To many this is, and will always be, folly; but we have staked
upon it our all.” — Justice Learned Hand

PRESIDENT Alvi promulgated an ordinance, amending the Pakistan Electronic Crimes Act
(Peca), 2016, last Sunday. For the uninitiated, Peca was passed in 2016 amidst concerns regarding
the act being disproportionately draconian and allowing the state to muzzle dissenting views.
Prime Minister Imran Khan had, at the time, said that “the right to criticise is dear to us, even
when it is used to criticise PTI. It's a right worth fighting for and this bill is truly an effort to
oppress the most democratic medium of expression — the internet”.

President Alvi, then a parliamentarian, had similarly said that “Cybercrime’s bill, as passed by
the National Assembly standing committee is actually closer to a ‘cybercrime’ itself if allowed to
pass. I will move amendments in the National Assembly”.

Fast forward to 2022, President Alvi has indeed amended the law, albeit through an ordinance.
Instead of repealing provisions susceptible to abuse, however, the law now makes the state’s role
even more ubiquitous. The amendment, among other things, increases Peca’s ambit by
recognising companies and state institutions as aggrieved parties. The government would, thus,
have the right to act against speech it deems ‘false” and believes hurts the reputation or privacy
of an institution.

Additionally, the offence would be made non-bailable and cognisable. The amendment also
increases the sentence from three to five years in case of an attack on the identity of any person.
Parody or satirical accounts and websites too may be proceeded against. Is the amendment then
a good-faith attempt to curb the proliferation of fake news or do concerns about it being an
insidious attempt to muzzle all dissent hold merit?

Disproportionately curtails free speech: The purpose of guaranteeing certain fundamental rights
to citizens in any democracy is to not only protect conduct and views that society approves but
to also especially protect views that it finds unpleasant. The right to free speech, thus, guarantees
protection from the state’s intrusion even when the speech in question is shocking, offensive and
disturbing. To protect the political, security, and judicial elite from critique, hence, does not
merely regulate the right to free speech but renders the guarantee entirely redundant.

Arrest before conviction: The amendment allows law enforcement to arrest those accused of
peddling fake news or hurting a person’s reputation before conviction. Offences under the act are

0



DIGEST FEBRUARY 2022

now non-bailable. The amendment, thus, vests the government with unfettered discretion to
intimidate dissenting voices by threatening them with arrests pending trial.

In a judgement authored by Justice Magbool Baqgar, it was observed that the “Capricious exercise
of the power to arrest has deleterious consequences, thus highlighting the need to exercise it with
care, caution and sensitivity. The power of arrest should not be deployed as a tool of oppression
and harassment.” With the recent arrest of an erstwhile supporter of the prime minister and the
government’s subsequent criticism of the judge who declared the raid on the former to be
unlawful, the government’s previous conduct engenders little confidence and may be a harbinger
of the times to come.

Bypassing parliament: Most disconcerting perhaps is the government’s decision to amend the
law through an ordinance, thus, running roughshod over a central tenet of our democratic
dispensation, which is, to legislate through parliament. As lawyer Umer Gilani has argued before
the Islamabad High Court, the power to promulgate an ordinance is not uninhibited. To the
contrary, an ordinance can only be promulgated when the Assembly is not in session and the
president is satisfied as to the existence of circumstances rendering it necessary to take immediate
action. The onus to establish the existence of such circumstances rest with the government.

Was passing an ordinance on a Sunday when parliament was admittedly not in session
necessary? Should the amendment have been made through an ordinance or through debate and
deliberation in parliament, given its divisive nature and implications for fundamental rights?

In a recent address, the prime minister warned the opposition that he would become more
dangerous, should he be forced out of office. Would the prime minister and his government,
however, be more fatal for civil liberties and democratic norms if they continue in office?

Tread carefully as you answer this question and speak only in whispers. Or else, the state may
appear and say ‘Peca-boo’!

SOURCE: DAWN, FEBRUARY 27, 2022
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Whereabouts unknown

HERE are disturbing implications behind the staggering numbers, and they speak

volumes for the low priority accorded to women’s well-being in Pakistan. According to

police data, more than 40,000 women were abducted in Punjab between 2017 and January
2022. That means 8,000 females each year, around 650 each month, go missing. The police claim
they have recovered or traced 37,140 of them while the whereabouts of 3,571 remain unknown.
However, what appears to be an epidemic of missing women only surfaced in the course of
Supreme Court proceedings involving the abduction in 2020 of Sobia Batool, an 18-year-old from
Sargodha. When the police leapt into action on the court’s orders, they recovered from various
parts of Punjab no less than 151 kidnapped females belonging to Sargodha alone. Of those, 21
were freed from prostitution dens. The police also tracked down 20 bodies of unidentified women
in morgues across the province and engaged forensic science services to identify them. The 10
results thus far obtained show that Sobia Batool is not among them — but at least some families
will finally get closure.

What was unearthed within the short span of time in which the Punjab Police actually did its job
indicates this is merely the tip of the iceberg. Who knows how many women continue to be held
against their will, living in misery and humiliation with no hope of rescue? As a report in this
paper recently indicated, law-enforcement apathy is much to blame, especially as victims are
often from the lower socioeconomic strata. Even if they deign to register an FIR, the police appear
reluctant to investigate the abductions and instead tend to dismiss such cases as elopements
without even trying to find out whether an elopement is genuine or a pretext for luring a woman
into something very sinister. Human trafficking is a very real problem, and women can be
trafficked for sex within the country — as the Sargodha police’s endeavours recently uncovered
— and abroad. There’s also corruption: it is well known, for instance, that prostitution dens
cannot do business without cops being paid off to look the other way. That said, there is also a
dearth of resources and training, including sensitisation towards the many forms an “‘abduction’
can take. Given the scale of the issue, it would make sense to have a department within law
enforcement, with a preponderance of female cops, dedicated to pursuing cases of missing
women.

SOURCE: DAWN, FEBRUARY 28, 2022
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