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NIOC’s 31st Advisory Board Meeting

Kashif Noon Saroop ljaz

The NIOC 31st Advisory Board Meeting was held on Monday 23 May 2022 through Zoom link. The
following AB Members participated: Tariq Parvez, Zahid Hussain, Samina Ahmed and Jawaid Akhtar.
Zubair Habib could not attend due to his visit to the US.

The following represented the NIOC Directorate: Tariq Khosa, Sarmad Saeed, Kashif Noon, Ammar

Jaffri, Vagas Ali, Nawaz Nadeem and Hassan Sardar.

The following matters came under discussion:

1)

An Updated UNTOC Review by the NIOC team was presented. First draft response to UNTOC
articles under Cluster-1 has been completed. It will be shared with GOP National Focal Person
with representatives of the departments concerned.

NIOC has put together a strategy for engagement with civil society from 1 June 2022. Sarmad,
Saroop, Kashif and Vaqas will steer the process of consultations.

NIOC-CGR was invited by the UNODC Civil Society Unit in Vienna to make a formal statement
on behalf of the civil society during UNTOC Constructive Dialogues on Firearms on 6 May and
on International Cooperation and Technical Assistance on 27 May 2022. Director NIOC made
the statements accordingly.

NIOC-CGR will prepare two policy briefs on police reforms and OC in June 2022 under the
supervision of Tariq Khosa and Tariq Parvez.

A monthly roundtable on transnational organized crimes and criminal justice issues will be a
regular feature from June 2022.

A concept note on annual crime congress in collaboration with NPB/NPA/Nacta will be
planned later this year.
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Securing CPEC & Balochistan

MUHAMMAD AMIR RANA

THE suicide blast targeting a van with Chinese faculty near Karachi University’s Confucius Institute
was an attack on China’s soft power. The terrorists seemed aware that the institute symbolised China’s
cultural and civilisational expression, and that China, more than others, was keen to project a soft image.

Secondly, the terrorists used a woman suicide bomber to draw greater international attention and
increase the impact. This has triggered a debate on the changing dynamics of the Baloch insurgent
movement.

As expected, the reaction from China was strong: the Chinese foreign ministry said that those behind
the incident would have to pay the price. The statement will increase the pressure on the Pakistani
government. This time, Pakistan reacted to the attack in a more coherent manner than in the past. When
terrorists belonging to the banned TTP attacked a bus carrying Chinese workers near the Dasu dam site
in 2021, the then government had tried to cover up the facts, declaring the incident was due to a technical
fault in the vehicle. It was only because of Chinese pressure that the government changed its stance and
allowed Chinese investigators to help the Pakistani agencies investigate the attack. In contrast,
following the Karachi University blast, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif rushed to the Chinese embassy
to express his condolences and promised to bring the perpetrators to justice.

Mr Sharif’s gesture may be appreciated by China, but to address Chinese concerns about security, the
state institutions here will have to take measures that can satisfy Beijing. This is also essential for the
smooth implementation of the CPEC projects.

Pakistan has already invested a large amount of money in protecting Chinese nationals and securing
CPEC projects. A Special Security Division was created in 2016. It comprises two light infantry divisions
(reportedly, the first was created in September 2016 and the second in 2020), with 15,000 troops each.
The SSD also has support from 32,000 security personnel forces of the Frontier Corps, police and Levies,
apart from a dedicated intelligence network to prevent or neutralise terrorism-related threats.

The Chinese companies working on CPEC-related projects are satisfied with the security measures, as
the Global Times, a state-owned Chinese newspaper, recently reported. However, the cost of security,
to which China contributes, is very high.

Secondly, the entire approach to safeguarding CPEC is very conventional and mainly based on
protecting the work sites and escorting convoys of engineers and workers. Chinese companies remain
apprehensive about the security of their staff in major urban centres. Many Chinese working in Pakistan
in small industries, such as restaurants and the manufacturing sector, do not get proper security cover.

i
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The cost of security is also a major factor that makes CPEC projects more expensive. According to a
media report, Pakistan has again postponed the approval of a Rs36 billion project meant to provide
security to Chinese nationals engaged in the construction of the multibillion-dollar ML-I project. The
latter is a mega project requiring a large security blanket. Besides, managing, training and screening of
security personnel is also a critical aspect about which the Chinese are concerned.

Conventional security for CPEC projects is essential, but state institutions cannot ignore the strategic
and political context. Cursing external elements alone cannot solve the problem. There is also a need for
deep introspection and a review of approaches. A thorough review is required of Pakistan’s policy
towards the Afghan Taliban, who have not fulfilled any expectations related to terrorism threats in
Pakistan emanating from across the border. The proscribed TTP are enjoying the full patronage of the
Taliban regime, who give them access to the weapons left behind by Nato forces. Similarly, Baloch
insurgents are still using Afghan soil to hide and to hatch terrorist plots against Pakistan.

The causes of unrest in Balochistan are well known and have been repeatedly discussed on these pages
and elsewhere. State institutions are experimenting with selective measures — ranging from
reconciliation to amnesty — to address the problem of insurgency. However, nothing has gone well
because all such initiatives are poorly designed, and the purpose has been to isolate the insurgent
leadership rather than bring fighters back to normal life. The security establishment is engaged in a
broader dialogue with the Baloch people, especially the youth. It is important to understand the
perspectives on the ground. But first, it should lead to a change in approach, and second, political actors
should also initiate such processes. Like the other provinces, Balochistan deserves a free and fair
election, and this is crucial to creating a dialogue.

Fulfilling this demand won’t cost much, and would, in fact, be a great leap forward in addressing the
grievances of Balochistan and reducing insecurity for Pakistanis and foreigners in the country. If the
state is sincere in isolating and demoralising the insurgent movement in the province, it will have to
address the issue of the Baloch missing persons. Every suspect involved in terrorism and anti-state
activities will have to be brought within the orbit of the rule of law. The judiciary will have to be efficient
and decide such cases on a priority basis to give the message that justice is being done.

After ensuring this, the state institutions will have to focus on enhancing their analysis skills. No doubt,
Baloch militancy has become a more lethal movement and is indigenising itself because of the current
leadership of its groups. The Balochistan Liberation Army’s Majeed Brigade has become notorious for
using lethal tactics with an element of surprise. The quick changes in its operational strategies make the
job of law-enforcement agencies difficult. After the Karachi attack, the probability of using female
fighters and suicide bombers in more complex guerrilla operations has increased. The law-enforcement
agencies need to be vigilant. There is a need to study the tactics and strategies of the terrorist
organisations across the world; the BLA is not averse to adopting the tactics of the religious terrorist
groups if these serve its purpose.

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 1, 2022
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KP Police’s challenge

POLICE in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa have always been at the forefront of the fight against terrorism, and
as a result, have borne the brunt of militant acts, often paying with their lives. They have shown
remarkable courage and resilience against a faceless, shadowy enemy that has been operating with
impunity from neighbouring Afghanistan. Thirteen policemen have fallen in the line of duty and 19
others have been wounded since the outlawed TTP’s launch of its so-called Al Badr spring offensive on
April 2, taking the overall figure of policemen killed this year to 31. This is not a small number for a
police force which has lost nearly 2,000 men since the ‘war on terror’ began. In remarks to the Wall
Street Journal, the TTP head honcho, Noor Wali Mehsud, acknowledged that his militant network faced
“no resistance or opposition from the Afghan Taliban”. The KP Police has been doing what it can,
capturing and killing many terrorists in kinetic and search-and-strike operations and foiling many
terrorist incidents. Credit must be given to the police and intelligence agencies for busting the IS-K cell
that was responsible for the deadly suicide bombing at the Koocha Risaldar mosque in Peshawar city,
and killing a key suspect. But as the IG KP Moazzam Jah Ansari said at an iftar with the near and dear
ones of martyred policemen, this was the best the police could do: lay down their lives to protect the
lives of citizens.

More than 100,000 policemen are on duty 24/7 across KP, including in the merged tribal districts. Being
a civilian law-enforcement force, the police, and this includes traffic police, are mostly deployed on
static duty, making them vulnerable to hit-and-run attacks. Many policemen have been killed in
targeted attacks while commuting between home and office. Their visibility makes them an easy prey.
Unlike the armed forces, it is hard to enforce strict SOPs for a force that has to operate openly, but certain
ground rules will have to be laid down to at least minimise the losses. The morale of the police has a
direct bearing on the public morale. As the IG rightly pointed out, the success of the police can only be
gauged from how safe the public is and not from the number of casualties inflicted on the terrorists —
and that Pakistan would have to speak to the Afghan Taliban to rein in their ‘guests’ who are launching
attacks on this country.

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 1, 2022
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Rights record

HOW long must we, the Pakistani people, continue to suffer as our individual freedoms are suffocated
and the constant threat of violence hangs over our heads? With the 75th Independence Day celebrations
in a few months, the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan’s annual report on the state of our civil
liberties and rights paints a sorry picture of where our nation stands. The report, which examines the
state of human rights in the country in the year 2021, is a reminder of the state’s continuing failure to
protect individuals from going “missing’; of powerful quarters” growing intolerance towards criticism
and free speech; of our failure as a society to respect and protect religious minorities, and of the
harrowing violence the women of this country continue to be subjected to each day.

It is unfortunate that ringing alarm bells on the dismal state of human rights is often viewed with
suspicion in our country. It is necessary, however, for all citizens to ask questions that can help unveil
how powerful quarters often abuse their position to deny the public its rights and privileges. For
example, one should ask what is defamatory about demanding that citizens not be kidnapped and
forcefully disappeared, and, instead, be prosecuted transparently under the law for any crimes they
may have committed? Is our security apparatus incompetent or just plain lazy that it has to resort to
brutish methods to enforce its writ? Likewise, why must the powerful throttle critical voices and the
media with force and intimidation when they ought to be able to counter with reasoned facts and
arguments?

It is necessary also to see the state of affairs when it comes to women, children, transgender persons and
minorities” rights as our collective failure as a society.

The Noor Mukaddam murder, which features in the HRCP’s report, was emblematic of inhuman
violence and brutalities women are often subjected to by people they know, yet legislation against
domestic violence was scuttled by the Council of Islamic Ideology based on its narrow interpretation of
the law. The CII also opposed a bill on forced conversion, despite the abduction and conversion of
young, non-Muslim women, often minors, remaining a major rights issue.

Likewise, a recent spate of killings of transgender persons in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa highlights that much
remains to be done till transpersons are to be considered equal humans by society, let alone equal
citizens of the state. It is unfortunate that discourse on national development often becomes too
narrowly focused on achieving economic improvement rather than on how political leadership can help
transform the lives of the citizenry more holistically. This allows the people in authority to avoid taking
difficult decisions through which most of Pakistan’s rights problems can be resolved.

It is up to the people to push their representatives to ensure there are major improvements in Pakistan’s
rights report card.

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 2, 2022
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Restrictions on freedom of speech
undermine Pakistan's image, ability to
progress: US

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said that restrictions on the freedom of speech in Pakistan
undermined its image and ability to grow.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken has said that the US government is aware of the curbs on media
outlets and civil society in Pakistan and such restrictions on freedom of speech undermine the country's
image and ability to progress.

The senior US official's statement came in response to a question from a Pakistani journalist during a
press briefing on World Press Freedom Day.
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Live now! @SecBlinken delivers remarks to the press in
recognition of World Press Freedom Day at the Foreign
Press Center in Washington, D.C. Also streaming at
youtu.be/EvZougsc_8g.
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Department of State

Secretary Blinken Delivers Remarks to the Press in Recognition of World
Press Freedom Day at the Foreign Press Center in Washington, D.C.

8:09 PM - May 3, 2022 )

Q 154 O Reply T, Share

Read 38 replies

"Pakistan remains among those countries in the world considered the most dangerous place for
journalists. Last year, many journalists were killed, kidnapped, and tortured for exposing crime and
corruption and criticising some of the government policies. Has the State Department ever taken up this
issue in bilateral talks with Pakistani authorities?" the journalist asked.

"The short answer is yes. We take this up in our engagements with Pakistani counterparts," Blinken
replied.

"Of course, this is also a feature of the annual Human Rights Reports that we put out, and, of course,
we’re aware of significant restrictions on media outlets and civil society more broadly in Pakistan," he
continued.

According to the World Press Freedom Index, Pakistan has fallen 12 points on the press freedom score
in one year and now ranks even below Afghanistan, which is ruled by the Taliban.

World Press Freedom Index is released every year by Reporters Sans Frontiers (RSF) which is also
known by its English name Reporters Without Borders. In the report issued yesterday, Pakistan also
ranked below India, Sri Lanka, and Nepal but above Bangladesh, Iran, and China.

On Tuesday, the US Secretary of State noted that a vibrant and free press and informed citizenry were
important for any nation and its future, including Pakistan.
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These practices [of curbing free media], he cautioned, undermined freedom of expression.

"They undermine peaceful assembly. They undermine Pakistan’s image as well as its ability to progress.
So it is something that comes up both in our direct engagements and in the work that we’re doing every
day," he added.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif said the government was "fully committed" to ensuring
freedom of press and speech. He also lashed out at the previous PTI government for "placing our
democracy in [a] bad light".

"Pakistan fell 12 points on [the] Press Freedom Index during [the] last year of Imran Khan's government
and 18 points during his tenure. It not only earned him [the] shameful title of 'press freedom predator'
but also placed our democracy in [a] bad light," he said.

™ Shehbaz Sharif & w

@CMShehbaz

Pakistan fell 12 points on Press Freedom Index during last
year of Imran Khan's govt & 18 points during his tenure. It
not only earned him shameful title of "press freedom
predator” but also placed our democracy in bad light. We
are fully committed to freedom of press & speech!

2:39 PM - May 4, 2022 @
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PFU]J urges protection of press freedom

Meanwhile, on the eve of the World Press Freedom Day, the Pakistan Federal Union of Journalists
(PFU]) expressed its resolve for ensuring the freedom of press and expression in the country which
remained on a sharp decline during the previous government.

The PFUJ urged the incumbent government to focus on the protection of freedom of speech and
expression as no government can succeed in its goals without the constitutional rights of the freedom
of press and expression.

In a joint statement issued on Monday, PFU]J leaders had said that the Imran Khan-led government
introduced draconian laws in the shape of Pakistan Media Develop-ment Authority (PMDA) and
amendment to the Prevention of Electronic Crime Act (PECA) which could have imposed “Martial law
on media”.

Such laws were designed to muzzle the freedom of press and expression and gag the media, they
observed, but it was a sustained campaign of PFU]J and civil society that forced the government to
withdraw the amendment, they had added.

They termed the tenure of PTI government "terrible" for media.
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The PFUJ said that the previous government registered" concocted and fabricated cases" against
journalists, besides resorting to "abduction and attempts to kill media professionals". It also imposed
censorship and issued media advice. "Those who did not succumb to the government’s pressure were
punished financially which harmed media houses and media persons equally pushing the industry
towards a financial bankruptcy," the PFUJ said.

"In addition to that media persons were harassed by PTI activists and even women journalists and
anchors were harassed and trolled by cabinet members, which cannot be seen in any civilised society,"
the statement said.

The government should immediately create an environment for freedom of the press initiating a
dialogue with stakeholders to devise a strategy that could protect the freedom of the press in the
country, the statement had concluded.

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 4, 2022
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April saw 24pc increase in militant attacks

A 24pc increase in the number of militant attacks was recorded in April as compared to March 2022,
according to statistics released by Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Studies (PICSS).

In April, militants carried out 34 attacks in which 55 people were killed, including 34 security forces
personnel, 13 civilians and eight militants. As many as 25 people were injured including 11 security
personnel and 14 civilians. The militants had carried out 26 attacks across the country in March 2022 in
which 115 people were killed and 288 were injured.

Most of the attacks took place in erstwhile Federally Administered Tribal Areas (Fata) followed by main
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan.

PICSS recorded 16 militant attacks in erstwhile Fata in which 31 people were killed, including 21
security personnel, seven militants and three civilians, while 10 people were injured including six
security personnel and four civilians.

In KP, militants carried out 10 attacks in which 17 people were killed, including 12 security personnel
and five civilians, while six people got injured, of which three were civilian and three security personnel.

In Balochistan, four militant attacks left one security official and one civilian dead while five people
were injured including one security official and four civilians.

In Sindh, four militant attacks took place in which four civilians and one militant was killed. The attacks
in Karachi also included the suicide bombing of a Chinese teachers’ van at the University of Karachi.

In Punjab, no militant attack took place during the month.

Meanwhile, security forces carried out 22 actions against militants in which 11 suspected militants were
arrested and 27 others were killed. Most of the arrests took place in Punjab.

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 3, 2022
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US to work with Pakistan on border
security, counterterrorism

-
US State Department spokesperson Ned Price speaks during a briefing at the State Department in
Washington, DC.

Counter-terrorism and border security are the two areas where the United States wants to continue to
work with Pakistan, said the US State Department.

Responding to a question about restoring US security assistance to Pakistan, the department’s
spokesperson Ned Price said at a news briefing that Washington wanted to continue its cooperation
with Islamabad in some areas.

“We value our bilateral relationship. We want to continue to work together in areas where we do have
mutual interests with our Pakistani partners,” he said. “That includes counterterrorism. That includes
border security as well.”

Commenting on the observation that the situation in Afghanistan had increased terrorist attacks in
Pakistan as well, Mr Price mentioned last month’s attack at Karachi University that killed three Chinese
and a Pakistani.

i
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“Well, at the time, we strongly condemned the terrorist attack against Karachi University,” he said. “We
reiterate that condemnation today.”

Mr Price said that a terrorist attack anywhere was an affront to humanity everywhere, “but for a terrorist
attack to take place at a university, or at a religious site ... — that is a true affront to mankind”.

Another journalist reminded him that the US Commission on International Religious Freedom
(USCIRF) recently recommended adding India to a list of regular violators and asked if that
recommendation would be implemented.

“USCIRF is an independent commission. It's not a governmental entity. It does provide
recommendations and guidance to the US government,” Mr Price responded. “It is something that we
look at closely as we evaluate conditions of religious freedom or lack thereof around the world.”

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 6, 2022
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Lawmakers & CT

MOHAMMAD ALI BABAKHEL

THE role of parliaments in counterterrorism (CT) and addressing the underlying causes of Violent
Extremism (VE) carries significance, which adds credibility.

Parliamentarians enact laws, set policies, allocate budgets, and oversee CT measures. Representing the
interests of communities, particularly of vulnerable groups, they strive to uphold human rights. By
monitoring the government’s actions, lawmakers monitor compliance with international obligations
related to CT and initiate parliamentary hearings and inquiries.

In South Asia, the political leadership has been the preferred target of violent actors in an effort to
disrupt the democratic process. Indian prime minister Rajiv Gandhi and Sri Lankan president
Ranasinghe Premadasa were assassinated in 1991 and 1993, respectively. Benazir Bhutto was murdered
in a gun and bomb attack in 2007, but a policy of appeasement obstructed CT efforts. Aside from Ms
Bhutto, many politicians in this country have lost their lives to violent extremism. Several have survived
abortive suicide attacks. Peace accords were signed with militants, but without thorough input from
lawmakers, they proved little more than an exercise in appeasement.

To improve responses to terrorism and VE within parliamentary functions, the UN Off-ice of Counter-
Terrorism has established par-t-n-e-rships with the Inter-Parliamentary Union.

As terrorism is a multifaceted threat to human security, the state is responsible for protecting the
population from it through actions consistent with human rights and the rule of law.

Lawmakers must enact laws, and approve the domestic CT framework and oversight measures. The
process increases their political ownership and improves adherence to international good practices.
They are in a better position to engage civil society in the formation, development and implementation
of a national CT strategy. Parliamentary oversight ensures a balance between CT operations and human
rights standards. Dealing with issues related to extradition, victims of terrorism, mutual legal assistance
and terrorism financing, requires a broader understanding. As community leaders, legislators are well
placed to strengthen interfaith dialogue and work with clergy, educationists, and community elders.
Such interactions help in preventing VE.

Given their direct link with the public, they can play an effective role in preventing recrui-tment of
youth by terrorist organisations. Effective CT measures also require adequate funding; if
parliamentarians do not realise that, the CT apparatus may remain underfunded and hence cannot be
modernised.

In developing countries, CT laws are prim-arily reactive and their review remains negle-cted. Terrorists
frequently change strategies, making legal amendments inevitable. But owing to a weak communication

i
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strategy bet-ween parliamentarians and the CT apparatus, appropriate and timely amendments are not
made.

In Pakistan, out of a total of 36 National Ass-e-m-bly standing committees, six —defe-nce, foreign
affairs, interior, law and justice, human rights, and religious affairs — separately deal with issues related
to CT and CE. Consolidating their efforts is an important concern.

Over the years, 26 constitutional amendments — including the 12th, 21st, 23rd, and 25th amendments
— were made to bridge the gaps in the criminal justice system (CJS), but except for the 25th amendment,
the rest had sunset clauses. These clauses were incorporated with the intention of improving the
functioning of the Anti-Terrorism Judicial Apparatus; however, reforming the ATJA proved an
unfulfilled dream.

Failure to address terrorism through CJS may result in human rig-hts abuses. Thus, re-vamping the CJS
is one of NAP’s priority areas and needs more input from parliamentarians. Idea-lly, they should make
CT laws adaptable to changing dynamics, improve co--mmunity participation in preventing
ext-re-mism, and play an active role in oversight bodies.

Parliamentarians are in key positions to develop and enact timely legislation to address terrorism,
including translating the universal anti-terrorism instruments into national legislation.

The Anti-Terrorism Act, 1997, which is the principal law dealing with terrorism, sectarian violence and
speedy trial of heinous offences, is a pre-9/11 law. Following that event, 87 additions and deletions
were made in the law, including 48 made between 2013-14 alone, which speaks to our reactive approach.
Compare this approach with that of Australia which despite not experiencing any significant terrorist
attack has enacted 82 anti-terrorism laws, demonstrating a proactive legal response to the changing
realities. To prevent and counter terrorism, Pakistan needs to review its CT legal and institutional
framework; that is not possible without the active engagement of the country’s parliamentarians.

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 6, 2022
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Pakistan’s Taliban puzzle

FAISAL ALI RAJA

Pakistan has been confronting a dilemma posed by the emergence of Taliban regime in Afghanistan
since August 2021. It also cuts across the counterterrorism efforts in the country and puts it in a situation
which is problematic and complex. There are two possible scenarios. First, if the situation in Afghanistan
improves and Taliban strengthen their control in the main cities then groups like TTP get emboldened
and intensify attacks against law enforcement apparatus in Pakistan. Already, the current security in
Newly Merged Districts (NMDs) is presenting an intricate picture where local militant groups are
jostling for territorial control with military and paramilitary forces. The situation has become intense
with increase in cross-border attacks whereby militants carry out hit-and-run operations. The lethality
of attacks suggests that the kind of weaponry used by these militants may have a major role in high
casualty rate in last few months. The attacks have been extended recently to Tank, DI Khan, Dir and
Peshawar. It may expand further to other settled districts as well. The reaction to these incidents also
varies on a wide spectrum. It involves localised tactical measures, operational conciliatory postures,
joint operations against TTP groups such as Hafiz Gulbahadur and even hot pursuit initiatives in
isolation. It is expected that LG polls may augment chances of emergence of a local level political force
to galvanise the population against militancy.

Second, if the situation deteriorates in Afghanistan and local Taliban forces fail to control it effectively
then counter-Taliban elements, such as ISKP, may become more active in the region. Recently a number
of attacks have been conducted both in Pakistan and Afghanistan wherein a minority group has been
targeted. With the augmentation of counter-Taliban forces, Pakistan may experience rise in sectarian
incidents both in physical and non-physical spaces. Moreover, TTP can also brace for some kind of
tactical adjustment with ISKP elements, or a transmigration of TTP elements or other militant groups
into ISKP may take place. Already, evidence suggests that members of militant outfits having
comparable ideology to that of ISKP are joining it on one reason or another. This has expanded its reach
and accessibility. The groups like TTP or Baloch sub-nationalists may also offer tactical platforms to
ISKP for operations.

The big question is how to come out of this impasse. There are three possible modes of actions. First,
assist the current Taliban regime through the technique of combined counter-militant measures. The
current regime in Afghanistan has ample expertise in staging militant or insurgent actions but it is
lacking in counter-insurgency initiatives. These measures must ensure border securing along KP and
Balochistan. A joint regional mechanism needs to be evolved to further boost border monitoring
mechanism between Pakistan, Iran and Afghanistan. Second, the division between Mehsuds and Wazirs
needs to be studied to understand TTP command structure. Since TTP is currently based on individuals
belonging to Mehsud tribe, a weakening of social cohesion among them may help in reducing the

i
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effectiveness of TTP operations against LEAs. The division of South Waziristan into two districts is a
step in this direction. Meanwhile, TTP is modelling its militancy on the pattern of Taliban’s struggle
against US forces. This trend is not only dangerous but also endorses tactical and operational
manoeuvres of the Taliban commanders. The recent surge in criminal activities such as extortion,
kidnapping for ransom, narco-trafficking, etc further enhances the bond between militancy and crime.
The police, CTD and military need to break this nexus. Third, it is time that the main leadership of these
groups needs to be targeted and traced. Effective measures against foot soldiers or tertiary level
members of TTP or ISKP can have their significance at tactical level nonetheless these groups may face
operational setbacks if the primary or secondary level leadership is properly engaged or eliminated.

Pakistan needs to solve the Taliban puzzle in way to evolve counter-insurgency measures in NMDs or
Balochistan rather than relying on limited counterterrorism posture.

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, MAY 7, 2022.
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Politics of Religion: Deadly Tug-Of-War
Over The Religion Card

Allegations of blasphemy have rendered every place from Pakistan’s courts and universities to police
stations, factories and worship places a potential ‘crime scene’. Given how sensitive and inherently
emotive the issue is for a significant segment of the populace, the threat of death extends beyond
prisons and the gallows for those accused or convicted. It waits for them in the streets and the open
markets, often before a judicial process can even begin.

Despite the utmost sensitivity that the issue should be handled with, the use of the ‘religion card” has
been seen in Pakistan’s political arena for some time now. The use of hate speech to incite populist
sentiment, even violence, against one’s political opponents has become just another tool for political
leaders to settle scores. Religiously and politically, things are often blown out of proportion and
misrepresented without context to sway the public opinion back towards one’s own camp. Tragically,
this approach persists even though the bigwigs of various political parties have paid the price for
standing up against religious intolerance.

In the on-going tussle between the ruling party and its ousted predecessor, a dangerous precedent is
being set. When a crowded mobbed and hurled slogans of ‘chor, chor’ (thief, thief) the members of
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s delegation at Masjid-e-Nabvi - one of the most revered sites for all
Muslims - the supporters of the ruling party accused the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf of orchestrating the
incident. This, they charged, was tantamount to committing blasphemy by completely disregarding the
respect for the holy site.

The extent of this disregard, the ruling party’s leaders and supporters claimed, was such that the
protestors did not even spare Federal Minister for Information and Broadcasting Marriyum Aurangzeb
and used profane language against her. Interior Minister Rana Sanaullah had noted that the public
sentiments were badly hurt and the sloganeering drew harsh criticism and condemnation from almost
everyone except PTI leadership, especially former premier Imran Khan, who has yet to condemn the
incident.

“The state of confrontation has reached such a level that both sides will apparently go to any extent to
harm each other with no holds barred,” Ahmed Bilal Mehboob of the Pakistan Institute of Legislative
Development and Transparency (PILDAT) said. The PILDAT president said that PTI leadership,
including Dr Shirin Mazari, first attacked Dr Miftah Ismail for allegedly insulting religion. Now,
Mehboob said, PMLN seems to have returned the compliment.

“Leadership of the parties, especially IK [Imran Khan] of PTI, must realise that this war will hurt both
in addition to the country,” Mehboob said. Unless leaders step back and accept political and
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constitutional process, he said, domestic peace, and law and order will come under greater threat. “It is
likely that things remain volatile till some major appointments are made by later half of the year and
things normalise thereafter,” Mehboob opined.

Soon after the incident at Masjid-e-Nabvi, the Saudi authorities swung into action and arrested several
Pakistanis for their alleged involvement in the incident. Though the incident took place out of Pakistan’s
jurisdiction, it caused such an outrage in the country that people asking the law enforcers to register
blasphemy cases against the ex-premier and PTI leadership, among others, thronged local police
stations soon after. Meanwhile, the videos of people shouting the slogans of ‘thieves, traitors and
turncoats’ kept circulating and spreading like fire on social media.

The authorities concerned have reportedly charged Imran Khan, his fellow PTI leaders and others with
blasphemy. The move, however, opened up the debate on whether an incident that took place in another
nation should have led to the registration of cases in Pakistan, especially when the evidence linking the
incident to those nominated in the cases had yet to be conclusively established. On the other hand, the
move to register the cases may have shifted some balance and popular support in the PTI's favour as
even those outside of Imran Khan's support criticised the ruling party. These circles, in particular,
stressed that such a step would deepen political polarisation amid the on-going political and economic
instability the country is suffering from.

For Nighat Dad, a lawyer and a human rights activist, using the religion card has always been extremely
dangerous, especially in Pakistan’s context because of the existing blasphemy laws. Commenting on the
different dimensions of the issue, Dad said that there are two things to be considered: one is that the
religion card is being played on social media and the second is the impact this dangerous narrative
online can have beyond cyberspace, especially when it results in the lodging cases against people under
the blasphemy law.

Recalling that the weaponisation of blasphemy laws has taken place in the past as well, Dad said that
the most dangerous thing was that once anyone starts using religion card or blasphemy accusations,
the security of the person concerned becomes highly vulnerable. “Not only the online presence but
offline security of the person concerned is placed in danger and at risk and they start feeling insecure,”
she said.

“In a country like Pakistan, it is so easy for a mob to lynch someone in the name of religion and get
away with it,” Dad said, noting that the country has seen lynching incidents on several occasions when
the mobs attacked students like Mashal Khan, members of various religious minorities, political
dissidents and activists. She felt strongly that any use of the religion card puts lives at risks, especially,
in the current environment of polarisation where people do not really tolerate each other’s opinion.

The lodging of cases has also raised questions over weaponisation of blasphemy in an already polarised
society as the move could pose serious risks to lives of those accused of committing blasphemy even if
they haven’t done anything or merely spoken against the misuse of the blasphemy law. The use of
blasphemy as a political instrument led to killing of Punjab’s ex-governor, Salman Taseer, by none other
than his guard as Taseer had sought to reform the blasphemy laws. Shockingly, the incident highlighted
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a clear divide in the society over such incidents as the killing of Taseer by his guard, Mumtaz Qadri,
promptly drew responses ranging from lament to praise.

Similarly, a student mob of Mardan’s Abdul Wali Khan University dragged 23-year-old Mashal Khan
from his dormitory, beating him with wooden sticks and pelting him with stones before shooting him
dead within university premises, after some rumours circulated that he had allegedly posted
“blasphemous content” on Facebook.

Pakistan Peoples Party’s Senator Mustafa Nawaz Khokhar regretted that weaponizing blasphemy was
another low for our politics. “We have seen how blasphemy charges in the past have been used to settle
grudges with disastrous consequences,” the Senator said, “it is a dangerous trend and in a society like
ours where extremism is rife the government must tread carefully.”

On the government’s reaction over Masjid-e-Nabvi incident, Khokhar said that the incident at Masjid
Nabvi had received widespread condemnation. He added that it is up to the Saudi authorities to deal
with the hooliganism that took place in their jurisdiction. “To register cases in Pakistan on what took
place in Saudi Arabia is not only inappropriate but perhaps also legally untenable,” Khokhar said.

In another heart-wrenching incident, a Sri Lankan national working as a general manager of a garments
factory, Priyantha Kumara, was bludgeoned to death by factory workers. The killing and then burning
of Kumara’s corpse on a road outside the factory was prompted by allegations of blasphemy. Many,
however, have pointed out that Kumara was targeted by his subordinates over a personal grudge and
there was nothing to support that he did anything blasphemous - a precious life like many others lost
on mere allegations.

Notably, the country has been able to produce only one man, Malik Adnan, who stood up against mob
lynching so far. On almost all other occasions, people either stood around the crime scenes as bystanders
or worse, were found busy making videos of the brutal lynching of the victims of allegations.

In the political sphere, Tehreek-e-Labiak Pakistan (TLP), whose ideology is thriving on vowing to
protect blasphemy laws, has often wreaked havoc when its protests paralysed the country for days at
successive occasions. It had even brought the ruling parties - PML-N and PTI - to their knees on the
demand of severing ties with France and for the release of its chief before being declared a proscribed
organization. Later on, TLP and the government had inked a secret deal to end impasse. Surprisingly,
TLP’s intimidation, threats, abuses and hatred to maximise political mileage were given in the open but
the agreement allowing release of TLP chief and ‘forgetting” about the deaths of the law enforcers and
civilians has still been kept secret by PTI, TLP and the powers that be.

Political analyst Zaigham Khan regretted that the use of blasphemy charges by political parties against
each other was extremely unfortunate. “Though the religion card has been used by politicians and
military dictators in Pakistan for the last seven decades,” Zaigham said, “blasphemy been played with
so blatantly in politics only in recent times.” Zaigham, who is an anthropologist and development
professional too, recalled that the trend of using blasphemy card was witnessed before 2018 elections
when some media persons as well as some politicians were accused of blaspheming to settle political
scores.
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“Politicians of the PML-N were particularly targeted and one minister had to resign,” he said, saying
“it appears that the PML-N wants to settle some of the scores while being in government.” Zaigham
said that the cases against the PTI leaders on charges of hurting religious sensibilities can be seen in this
context, though cases have been registered under less strict British era laws. “It is an explosive situation
where a small incident can lead to a serious repercussions,” Zaigham feared. He urged both sides to
scale down and said “that can happen only if they sit down and agree on norms that they must follow
and [implement in] their politics.”

In Pakistan, the victims facing allegations of blasphemy have at times breathed their last while facing
the judicial process inside a courtroom. Or they could not even be protected in custody at police stations
as mobs have burned down the same to express their anger over those facing the allegations. Apart
from Muslim victims, minorities have mercilessly been targeted over blasphemy allegations and even
temples have been desecrated with impunity.

In its annual report for the year 2021, the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) has observed
an uptick in blasphemy allegations, saying the misuse of the blasphemy laws have reached a new low
with blasphemy allegations against an eight-year-old Hindu boy.

While relying on the data obtained from Punjab police, the HRCP report states that a total of 426 cases
of blasphemy took place in Punjab. At another place in the report, HRCP said that police data indicates
that 487 blasphemy cases were registered in Punjab alone. The Commission while relying on the data
of Sindh police stated that total 113 cases of blasphemy were lodged in Sindh last year. In response to
HRCP’s request for information, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa police revealed that 33 cases of blasphemy were
registered in the province. Balochistan police told HRCP that only five blasphemy cases were registered
in the province in 2021 while the Islamabad Capital Police said that total eight cases of blasphemy were
lodged with the capital’s police.

Former minister for human rights Shireen Mazari while commenting on the issue said that the filing of
blasphemy cases against former prime minister Imran Khan and his party leadership was politically
motivated. She said that the move had not only threatened democracy in Pakistan but also the lives of
the former premier and his party’s senior leadership and members. Expressing that her position on the
issue was the same as she had wrote to the US special rapporteurs and UNHCHR, Mazari termed the
government’s move to register cases of blasphemy against Imran and party leadership using the
‘pretext’ of Pakistanis in Saudi Arabia yelling “thieves” a ‘dangerous’ step. The former human rights
minister said that while the incident took place in Saudi Arabia and while five to six people were
arrested for sloganeering, no charge of blasphemy has been made against them. “More critical,” she
wrote, “this was not a planned incident on the part of Khan or his leadership.” To use the Madina
incident as an excuse to file charges of blasphemy means endangering the lives of Khan and party
members, Mazari added, stating that it also provides for making immediate arrests. One member of the
National Assembly from a PTI-allied party - ex-federal minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed’s nephew
Sheikh Rashid Shafiq - was arrested on arrival at Islamabad airport on blasphemy charges.

While the FIR has not been filed by any government minister, Mazari said, the incumbent interior
minister said in a press conference that the government supported these charges being filed and would
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arrest Khan and others shortly. “FIRs have been done with his blessing and on his orders,” she alleged,
saying it is further substantiated because a complaint under section 295A of the Pakistan Penal Code
cannot be registered by the police on a citizen’s complaint but requires complaint on government’s
order as per 196 of the Criminal Procedure Code. On the misuse of the blasphemy law for political
vendettas which endangers the lives of those accused, Mazari has requested the United Nations Special
Procedures mechanism to intervene to immediately cease the misuse of the blasphemy law against
political opponents endangering not only their lives but the lives of their families.

Commenting on Mazari’s letter to UN, Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM) spokesperson Hafiz
Hamdullah said that she has invited international establishment to intervene in Pakistan’s internal
politics and the PDM strongly condemns this undemocratic act and rejects it. Assuring that the law of
blasphemy would not be used against anyone, Hamdullah said that no one was allowed to hurt
sentiments of Muslims through blasphemy. He reiterated that former premier Imran Khan has neither
condemned the incident nor disassociated himself and the party from the people involved in the
incident. On the contrary, he said, the former ministers of his party encouraged the people involved in
insulting the Prophet’s Mosque with various tweets and statements.

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, MAY 8, 2022
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The Growing Threat of Cyber-Fraud

A major case of cybercrime engulfed Pakistan’s financial hub of Karachi recently. A debit card scam
that targeted several consumers of three private banks emerged right before Eidul Fitr, prompting
complaints with the Federal Investigation Agency’s (FIA) Cybercrime Unit of strange financial
activities.

Hundreds of customers of one of Pakistan's largest banks reported that they had lost money over the
previous few days due to a technical fault with the bank's services. The targeted customers also said
were left in the dark about certain bank transfers, bill payments, and online purchases that were notified
to them without their knowledge or approval. The bank's staff informed the irate clients that their
services were experiencing problems and that the bank was working hard to resolve the problems.
Customers also stated that their cards had been momentarily disabled.

As the complaints piled up, debit card fraud was suggested as a likely explanation for the shady
transactions. This particular type of fraud is committed by robbing and modifying ATMs so that they
replicate debit card information whenever a user enters their card into the machine. The card's key pins
are also taken using key loggers, and the cards are then utilised on the Internet.

Overseas thieves utilised compromised data from many debit cards to execute fraudulent financial
transactions in foreign currencies to steal from a leading bank in Pakistan that offers online banking
services. The financial organisation had to block foreign financial transactions using debit cards for
practically all of its customers as a result of the incident.

As the fraudulent transactions were made in dollar denominations instead of Pakistani rupees, any
customer who wanted to use a debit card for Internet banking had to first activate the service. Failure
to do so resulted in the transaction being denied and online service suspended for the account for safety
reasons.

There were multiple fraudulent transactions of minor sums from multiple accounts. However, it was
unclear how much money cyber criminals operating from abroad stole from how many bank accounts
in Pakistan.

Pakistan, a lucrative target

As the use of digital banking has grown in Pakistan over the last two years, data breaches have
correspondingly become increasingly common in the country, despite the banking regulator and
relevant ministry issuing a strong cyber security strategy. Over the past six months, data breaches have
affected not just banks, but also numerous government organisations, such as the Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) and the Ministry of Finance, necessitating the need for both public and private financial
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institutions to develop and implement a comprehensive strategy to secure their customers and systems
from hacking attempts.

Almost all of Pakistan's banks were hacked in 2018 and huge sums of money were stolen from people's
accounts by the perpetrators. The cyber-security incident exposed over 19,000 card details from 22
Pakistani banks. The discovery came in response to a tip by Group-IB, a multinational cyber security
group, which claimed that hackers had exposed a massive number of Pakistani individuals' credit and
debit cards on dark web forums. Among these, krebsonsecurity.com reported that over 8,000 account
holders from roughly ten Pakistani banks had lately been sold on the dark web.

K-Electric, the city of Karachi's energy provider, was targeted by a Netwalker ransomware attack in
September 2020, which disrupted billing and online services. The attackers stated that unless the
management paid a $7 million ransom, all of KE's customers' information, including names, addresses,
CNICs, NTNs, credit cards, and bank account numbers, would be leaked in the dark web.

Hackers stole the personal information of 260,000 users from a Pakistani music streaming site in January
2021. In August 2021, hackers attacked Pakistan’s largest data center controlled by the Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) and managed to crack the hyper-V software by Microsoft, shutting down all the official
websites operated by the tax machinery.

Despite the fact that the FBR's official website and tax-related operations were restored, hackers sold
the FBR's data for $30,000 on a Russian forum. A cyberattack on the NBP's servers was detected in the
late hours of October 29th and early hours of October 30th, 2021, affecting some of its online services.

At least three other notable cyber-attacks are the Careem security breach in April 2018, which
compromised the data of customers from Pakistan and other countries; the attack on Peshawar ATMs
in December 2020; and the breach of various websites, including those belonging to the Sindh High
Court in July 2021 and PTV Sports in August 2020, among others.

Some senior Pakistani officials' cellphones were hacked in 2019 for covert surveillance. The attack was
carried out using a particular sort of malware known as "Pegasus," which was purportedly developed
by Israeli spyware firm NSO Group. The spyware might acquire access to messages, emails, contacts,
and passwords by making a missed call to the targeted WhatsApp number and turning on the phone's
camera and microphone. The malware was also capable of determining a user's GPS position. Following
the hacking incident, rumors stated that the Pakistani government was working on an alternative to
WhatsApp for securing sensitive or confidential material.

An ideal environment for criminals

The COVID-19 pandemic has created ideal conditions for several sorts of financial fraud to flourish.
Millions of people have been compelled to alter their daily habits, particularly the way they work, shop,
and communicate, which has accelerated fraud in the following ways.

Many office workers, including bank employees, have shifted to remote working, which has
necessitated remote access to company networks — often with inadequate security safeguards in place.
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In the home-working environment, some internal controls and confidentiality requirements have also
become more difficult to enforce.

As branches and businesses close, a dramatic shift in banking transactions to digital channels has forced
banks to rely on digital and telephone channels to keep services running. This is especially true in
underdeveloped countries, where banks have rushed to embrace digital innovation while overlooking
security concerns in some circumstances.

For example, transaction limits on digital channels have been raised, implying that account takeover
can now result in larger thefts. The rise in-home delivery for retail orders has given rise to new phishing
scams employing email or text warnings, as well as a general increase in communications via digital
channels that can be faked and exploited for phishing.

During lockdowns, there was a large surge in retail participation in financial markets, which presented
opportunities for online investment.

The most serious threats

The usage of technology, notably the Internet, is used in many aspects of a bank or financial institution's
activities. Your bank's sensitive data may be at risk if you don't have strong cyber security procedures
in place. The five most serious dangers to a bank's cyber security are listed below:

. Unencrypted Data: The usage of technology, notably the Internet, is used in many aspects of a
bank or financial institution's activities. Your bank's sensitive data may be at risk if you don't
have strong cyber security procedures in place. The five most serious dangers to a bank's cyber
security are listed below.

o Malware: Malware-infected end-user devices, such as PCs and cell phones, represent a threat
to your bank's cyber security every time they connect to your network. Sensitive data goes across
this connection, and if the end-user device has malware installed on it, that malware could attack
your bank's networks if it is not secured properly.

. Third-party services that are not secure: To better serve their customers, many banks and
financial institutions use third-party services from external providers. However, if those third-
party companies don't have adequate cyber protection in place, your bank could be the one to
bear the brunt of the damage. Before deploying third-party solutions, it's critical to consider how
you can defend yourself from the security vulnerabilities posed by them.

. Data that has been manipulated: To better serve their customers, many banks and financial
institutions use third-party services from external providers. However, if those third-party
companies don't have adequate cyber protection in place, your bank could be the one to bear the
brunt of the damage. Before deploying third-party solutions, it's critical to consider how you can
defend yourself from the security vulnerabilities posed by them.

. Spoofing: Spoofing is a newer sort of cyber security problem in which hackers imitate a banking
website's URL with a website that appears and functions similarly. When a user submits his or
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her login information, hackers steal it and store it for later use. Worse, new spoofing techniques
don't just employ a slightly different but similar URL; they can also target consumers who have
already visited the correct URL.

As a bank or financial institution, they must identify solutions to prevent cyber security threats while
still providing easy, technologically sophisticated options to their consumers.

To combat the growing number of cyberattacks, public and private sector organizations should use all
available resources, including specialists and technology tools, to upgrade their cyber security systems.

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE MAY 8, 2022
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Sharp escalation

THE danger is clear and present: militancy is on the upswing and matters could get worse before they
get better.

As per statistics released by the Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Studies, April saw a 24pc
increase in militant attacks as compared to the month before. There were 34 such attacks in April with
a death toll of 55. At least 25 people were injured. In March, the attacks numbered 26, but the casualty
figures were much higher — 77 dead and 288 injured — largely on account of the devastating suicide
blast at a Shia mosque in Peshawar on the fourth day of the month which was claimed by the Islamic
State group’s Khorasan chapter.

The frequency of attacks in March was twice that in February, indicating a rapidly worsening security
scenario. Most of the violence took place in the tribal districts, parts of which have become hotbeds of
militancy once again, followed by the rest of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and then Balochistan.

The second coming of the Afghan Taliban last year has had a negative fallout on Pakistan’s security
landscape. In fact, militants of all stripe seem to have been emboldened by the success of the insurgent
force in driving out the world’s sole superpower.

There is an eerily symbiotic connection between the new regime’s takeover of Kabul and the rise in
militancy in this country. The year 2021 saw the highest number of militant attacks in Pakistan after a
consistent decline of six years — with the maximum occurring in August, the very month the Afghan
Taliban seized power next door.

It soon became clear that, contrary to their pledges to the international community, Kabul's new rulers
were not going to take any action against the banned TTP, or any other violent extremist outfit for that
matter, that are taking refuge on their soil. This was partly because they feared that such action could
drive some from its own ranks towards other militant groups. But the situation also presented the
Afghan Taliban with the opportunity to repay the TTP for giving them safe harbour in erstwhile Fata
when they were fleeing the US forces invading Afghanistan. At most, they were willing to facilitate
talks between their ideological brothers-in-arms and the Pakistani state.

After the failure of the short-lived truce that came about as a result, the TTP has not looked back.
Pakistan needs to neutralise the threats emerging on its western flank without delay.

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 9, 2022
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Voice of reason

SANER heads may yet prevail where the fallout in Pakistan from the Masjid-i-Nabwi incident some
weeks ago is concerned. On Monday, participants at a meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on
Human Rights slammed what they termed as the weaponisation of religion for political ends. Further,
they counselled utmost care in handling blasphemy cases filed in the country against members of the
PTI and its chairman, ousted premier Imran Khan, after some party supporters accosted government
ministers at the holy site in Saudi Arabia and raised slogans against them. Senator Walid Igbal, who
chaired the meeting, pointed out the anomaly of filing charges in Pakistan for actions that had taken
place in another country. A council member of the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan also
condemned the blasphemy accusation and described it as among the first few instances of the law being
used for political point-scoring.

It is reassuring that the top leadership of the two largest parties in the coalition government — the PML-
N and the PPP — have unequivocally voiced their reservations over the manner in which the incident
has been dealt with. The PPP’s Farhatullah Babar and Khursheed Shah as well as the PML-N’s Khawaja
Asif and Javed Latif have all gone on record to oppose the filing of FIRs against the PTI leaders. Aside
from the obviously problematic aspect of using religion for political vendetta in a country that needs to
dial down such rhetoric rather than give it further oxygen, it also makes for poor strategy. As pointed
out by several politicians, the move actually proved counterproductive for the government — that too,
one trying not to lose public approval in challenging circumstances — by enabling the PTI to cast itself
as a victim and blunt the widespread condemnation of its supporters” behaviour at the holy site last
month. At issue is something far bigger than political rivalry; it is about the very future of Pakistan. The
political leadership on both sides of the aisle must chart a course away from the stormy seas of religious
extremism that continues to threaten social cohesion. At the aforementioned Senate Standing
Committee meeting, discussion also centred on how to prevent the misuse of the blasphemy law by
making amendments to it. This is an important conversation that needs to be carried forward.
Allegations of blasphemy must not be lightly made, given the terrible price they have exacted time and
again.

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 12,2022
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22 get five-year term each in Bhong temple
attack case

This file photo shows a mob vandalising a Hindu temple in Bhong town.

An Anti-Terrorist Court (ATC) in its verdict in the Rahim Yar Khan (Bhong) temple attack case handed
down five-year jail term with fine to each of the total 22 accused persons.

ATC judge Nasir Hussain, however, acquitted as many as 62 other accused persons of the charges
giving them benefit of doubt. According to prosecution, the accused persons had on August 4, 2021 had
attacked Ghanesh Mandir of the Hindu community in Bhong area of Rahim Yar Khan district and
ransacked its building.

The police had arrested a total of 84 persons for attacking and damaging the temple’s building.
ARRESTED: Lodhran district police claimed to have arrested three alleged drug smugglers, recovering
25 kilogram Charas from their possession on Wednesday. According to investigation SP Khalid Javed,
on a tip-off, a team of Dhanote police during checking near Basti Lyallpur, checked a car, recovering
25kg Charas hidden in it. The police arrested three car occupants Husnain and Ghulam Ghaus of
Bahawalnagar and Sajid of Yazman and impounded the car.

The police said the arrested suspects were members of an inter-district gang of smugglers.

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 12,2022
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1 passerby killed, at least 9 injured in blast
in Karachi's Saddar

iiraee.

Security officials inspect the site of an explosion in Karachi.

One passerby was killed and at least nine injured when an improvised explosive device (IED) planted
in a motorbike went off in a busy area of Saddar.

The blast took place in the commercial locality of Saddar, which remains crowded at night because of
the presence of restaurants and eateries on Daud Pota Road near the city’s oldest United Bakery.
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Dr Summaiya Syed, the additional police surgeon of Jinnah Post-Graduate Medical Centre, said that so
far, a body of young man and nine injured persons, including three teenagers, have been brought to the
hospital. She said that the condition of two wounded persons was "critical".

The explosion caused substantive damage to property, including vehicles, in the area. Footage from the
site showed a vehicle belonging to the Pakistan Coast Guards was also damaged in the explosion.

Sindh Inspector General of Police (IGP) Mushtaq Ahmed Mahar informed Chief Minister Murad Ali
Shah that an improvised explosive device (IED) was used, said the latter's spokesperson in a statement.

According to the preliminary probe report, it appeared that the IED was attached to a motorbike, the
IGP was quoted as saying.
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At least one person was killed and eight injured in a blast in Karachi's bustling
Saddar area late Thursday night, said City Administrator Barrister Murtaza Wahab.

The explosicn near United Bakery caused substantive damage to property,
including vehicles, in the area. Footage from the site showed a vehicle belonging to

the Pakistan Coast Guards was also damaged in the explosion.

#DawnToday
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Karachi police chief Ghulam Nabi Memon told Dawn that the nature of the explosion was being
determined. He said it would be "premature" to say whether the blast was intended to target a vehicle

0



DIGEST MAY 2022

of Pakistan Coast Guard. He did, however, say that it was not the regular route of the maritime agency's
vehicle.

DIG-South Sharjeel Kharal, in a media talk, said: "According to the information received yet, the device
went off at 11:20pm. As of right now, I do not think that any institution or a particular vehicle was the
target."

CM Sindh took notice of the incident and sought a report from the city police chief and Karachi
commissioner while also declaring an emergency at two nearby hospitals, Jinnah Postgraduate Medical
Centre (JPMC) and Karachi Civil Hospital.

A team of the Bomb Disposal Squad as well as officials of the police’s Counter-Terrorism Department
reached the site of the blast to conduct an investigation.

“Investigation was being carried out from every possible angle,” according to Sindh IGP Mahar.

Administrator Karachi, Barrister Wahab said that the police and other law enforcement agencies were
assessing the situation.

Quoting the doctors at the JPMC, the administrator Karachi said that most of the injured suffered
wounds caused by "ball bearings".

He said the terrorists wanted to sabotage peace in the metropolis, as he vowed to bring the culprits to
justice.

PM instructs Sindh CM to provide best medical care to injured

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif expressed regret over the incident and extended condolences to the
deceased's family. He prayed for the quick recovery of the injured and instructed CM Shah to provide
the best medical care to them.

The prime minister said "terrorism will be wiped out" working in conjunction with provincial
governments.

Interior Minister Rana Sanaullah also took notice of the incident and summoned a report from the chief
secretary and the IGP.

"The federal government will provide full support to the Sindh government for a comprehensive
investigation into the incident," he said.

Federal Minister for Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety Shazia Marri rued that another "terrorist
attack" had struck Karachi.
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The incident comes less than a month after a suicide bombing at the Karachi University Confucius
Institute killed three Chinese academics and their local van driver. The outlawed Balochistan Liberation
Army (BLA) had claimed responsibility for the attack.

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 12, 2022



DIGEST MAY 2022

Justice in Bhong case

Justice was well-dispensed as the Rahim Yar Khan temple vandalisers were brought to book. An Anti-
Terrorism Court on Thursday handed down five-year jail term with fine to each of the 22 accused in the
Bhong temple attack case. The accused, on August 4, 2021, had attacked Ghanesh Mandir in Rahim Yar
Khan district and ransacked its premises. It was a judicious and well-prosecuted affair, wherein the
judicial arm and its affiliates, including the police and legal bureaucracy, kept their heads high as they
crisscrossed through a sensitive investigation to clear the wheat from chaff. That 22 of them were
zoomed in from more than 60 arrested establishes the merit of probe and sensible judgment. The rest
were set free getting the benefit of the doubt. This is a welcome development and will go a long way in
establishing the writ of the state and the rule of law, and nip in the bud elements who believe in politics
of hate and marginalisation with minorities.

The Bhong decision has come close on the heels of Priyantha Kumara’s landmark judgment against his
unfortunate lynching in Sialkot. Such recourse to law is desired, and is the only way out to deter people
who obsessively indulge in highhandedness against minorities and the downtrodden, and opt for
refuge in the guise of blasphemy laws. It is, however, good to see that the judiciary and the respective
administrations are in a proactive mode these days, and it reflects the determination of political
governments to tackle this tendency of extremism head-on.

Pakistan is a pluralistic society and one that believes in emancipation and a rational approach. Of course,
there are wayward elements too who opt for jingoism while translating their narrative of otherness.
This phenomenon should be dealt with strictly, and the best course is to establish the rule of law and
take to task people who go on to vandalise public property and penalise the weaker sections of society.
Prompt prosecution and decisions in real time will buoy the confidence of the masses in the state system
and scare off unscrupulous elements from exhibiting radicalism.

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, MAY 13, 2022
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3 soldiers, children martyred in suicide
blast near Miranshah

This combination photo shows the martyred soldiers.

Three Pakistan Army soldiers and as many children were martyred after a suicide blast occurred in the
vicinity of Miranshah, North Waziristan, the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) said.

In a brief statement, the military's media affairs wing identified the martyred soldiers as 33-year-old
Lance Havaldar Zubair Qadir from Pakpattan, 21-year-old Sepoy Uzair Asfar from Haripur and 22-
year-old Sepoy Qasim Magsood from Multan.

Meanwhile, the children were identified as 11-year-old Ahmed Hassan, eight-year-old Ahsan and four-
year-old Anum.

"Intelligence agencies are investigating to find out about [the] suicide bomber and his
handlers/facilitators," the statement concluded.

Separately, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif condemned the suicide attack and expressed grief over the
lives lost. In a statement, PM Shehbaz also paid special tribute to the martyred soldiers, and offered his
condolences to the families of the children.

"The killers of innocent children are the enemies of both Islam and humanity. We will not sit idle until
this brutality is eradicated," he said, vowing to punish the facilitators of the attacker.

He went on to say that the sacrifices rendered by the armed forces was a golden chapter in the country's
history, adding that Pakistan was proud of its martyrs.
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Taking to Twitter, the prime minister also said: "Blood of our soldiers and citizens is a debt on us that
we will repay by eradicating terrorism from our country."
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Information Minister Marriyum Aurangzeb also condemned the attack and offered her condolences.
According to Radio Pakistan, the minister said miscreants wanted to "destabilise law and order in the
country". She also said that the sacrifices rendered by the security personnel would not go in vain.

Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari also paid special tribute to the martyred soldiers. "The whole
nation stands with the army against terrorism," he said in a statement.

Last month, two Pakistan Army soldiers embraced martyrdom in the Sararogha area of South
Waziristan district during a gun battle with terrorists.

According to the ISPR, armed terrorists attacked the soldiers in the Sararogha area, prompting
immediate retaliation from the troops and an intense exchange of fire ensued.

On April 23, three soldiers were martyred in the Dewagar area of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa's North
Waziristan district during an exchange of fire with terrorists from across the Afghan border.

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 15, 2022
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2 Sikhs gunned down on outskirts of
Peshawar

Two members of the Sikh community were killed after unidentified assailants opened fire on them near
the outskirts of Peshawar, police said.

In a statement, Peshawar Capital City Police Office Ijaz Khan said that the incident occurred within the
jurisdiction of the Sarband police station.

He also identified the victims as 42-year-old Suljeet Singh and 38-year-old Ranjeet Singh, adding that
they owned spice shops in Batatal locality.

Police reached the scene soon after receiving information about the incident and shifted the bodies to
the hospital for an autopsy, Khan said, adding that officials were also collecting evidence from the scene
of the crime.

"CCTV cameras from surrounding areas are also being checked," he said, adding that a search operation
had been launched in the area to nab the suspects who managed to escape.

"Those involved in the incident will soon be unmasked," the officer said.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister Mahmood Khan took notice of the incident and order the KP
Inspector General of Police to arrest the perpetrators. He added that the incident was an attempt to
disrupt the law and order of Peshawar.

Condemnations pour in
Government officials and rights bodies voiced their shock and horror at the killings.
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and members of his cabinet were among the first to issue condemnations.

In a statement, PM Shehbaz told the chief minister to take steps to ensure the safety of the lives and the
property of citizens, especially minorities. He also directed the KP CM to ensure the arrest of the
suspects and punish them according to the law.

He held "Pakistan's enemies" responsible for the incident and vowed to "eradicate them from the face
of the earth". He also assured the victims' families of the federal government's full cooperation in
arresting the suspects.

Interior Minister Rana Sanaullah criticised the KP government for its failure to protect minorities. He
said that he had asked for a report on the incident from the chief secretary and the IG.
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He noted that this was not the first such incident and several others targeting the province's Sikh
community had occurred in the past.
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"The provincial government and law enforcement agencies should ensure the safety of Pakistani citizens
belonging to minority communities," he said, adding that the perpetrators should be arrested in
accordance with the premier's directives.

Meanwhile, Bilawal called for the immediate arrest of those involved. "No one will be allowed to disturb
inter-faith harmony in the country and harm national unity," he said in a statement, adding that the PPP
was the country's real representative party and would not abandon the Sikh community.

The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) strongly condemned the murders. "This is not the
first time that the Sikh community in KP has been targeted and we demand that the KP police identify
and arrest the perpetrators promptly."

It also called on the government to "make it clear that violence against religious minorities will not be
tolerated".
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Former IGPs call for technology-oriented
policing

The prevalent law and order situation and terrorist activities can be regulated through vigorous and
enhanced technology oriented policing (TOP) capabilities of law enforcement agencies (LEAs).

Moreover, internal functioning capabilities of the police as an institution is directly proportionate to the
technological based back-up support. Enhancing such TOP not only aids in following best practices but
also helps devise an explicit road map to deal with emerging challenges faced by police.

These views were expressed by speakers at the sixth annual conference of the Association of Former
Inspectors General of Police (AFIGP) held at the National Police Academy Islamabad. The theme of the
event was “Reform through technology oriented policing”. The conference was chaired by AFIGP
President Iftikhar Rashid and Dil Jan Khan. .

The conference dilated upon the rampant global technological advancement and its specific impacts on
policing in Pakistan. To conform with emerging phenomenon, almost all police organisations have
realigned themselves with integration of technology and digitisation.

The focus of the conference was to evaluate different initiatives, proposals and developments primarily
in the area of technology oriented policing and to solicit inputs for consideration of police leadership
and policymakers.

AFIGP General Secretary Kamaluddin Tipu presented progress and activities report.

Akbar Nasir Khan briefed the participants on TOP which was followed by presentation on the role of
technology in urban policing and the safe city projects of Punjab police by Asim Jasra. Superintendent
of Police (SP) Arfanul Haq gave a presentation on development of platform for sharing of crime statistics
and integration of criminal database. He urged to work on joint platform for creating and sharing
digitised data of criminals and crime among all the law enforcement agencies.

SP Amna Baig gave a presentation on IT-based interventions in the Islamabad police. Ashraf Zubair
Siddique shared practices of IT in the Federal Investigation Agency.

The AFIGP also held its general body meeting and annual elections of the executive committee. The
following executive committee and office-bearers were elected unanimously: Afzal Ali Shigri,
president; Shahid Nadeem Baloch, vice president, and Dr Syed Kaleem Imam, general secretary.

The executive committee members are: Kamaluddin Tipu, Dr Mujeebur Rehman Khan, Dr Naeem Khan
and Tariq Masoon Yasin.

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 16, 2022

i



DIGEST MAY 2022

1 dead, 11 injured in IED blast near New
Memon Mosque in Karachi's Kharadar area

People can be seen trying to put out a fire at the site of a blast in Karachi's Kharadar area.

One person died and 11 were injured in a blast near Igbal Market and New Memon Mosque in Karachi's
Kharadar area, according to Karachi Administrator Murtaza Wahab.

Wahab identified the deceased as a woman named Sania, wife of Khalid.

As per footage shown on DawnNewsTV, motorcycles and automobiles, including a police vehicle,
suffered damage as people tried to put out fire.

A press release from the Karachi police's media cell said an improvised explosive device (IED) was
responsible for the blast. It said that Assistant Sub-inspector Badaruddin was among the injured, adding
that he was "out of danger".

"One police pick up and a few other vehicles are damaged in the incident. Crime scene unit has secured
the place of incident. BD (bomb disposal) team is working to establish the nature of explosion," the press
release said.

Enemies will be dealt with iron hands: PM Shehbaz

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif condemned the incident and said that enemies of people's lives and
property will be "dealt with iron hands".
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In a statement carried by Radio Pakistan, he offered condolences to the family of the deceased woman
and the 11 injured, as he directed the chief minister to provide the best medical facilities to the injured.

PM Shehbaz issued directives to apprehend those involved in the incident immediately. He assured the
Sindh government that the federal government would extend its full support in doing so.

"All provinces should improve security arrangements to ensure protection of lives and property of the
people," he said.

Sindh Information Minister Sharjeel Memon told DawnNewsTV it was an "unfortunate incident",
adding that police and Bomb Disposal Squad had reached the site of the blast.

"God forbid, if it is a terror attack, the government is determined to take stern action and we will not let
them [terrorists] go scot-free."

The minister said no matter outfit the terrorists belong to, "we will take strong action against them."

He said that Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah had directed hospitals to provide the best possible
treatment to all those injured.
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When asked whether he had any information about a bomb planted in a motorbike as being reported
by various sections of the media, the minister said he would not believe any information other than the
one given to him through official channels.

Sindh Chief Secretary Dr Muhammad Sohail Rajput took notice of the incident and issued instructions
for emergency to be declared at Dr Ruth Pfau Civil Hospital Karachi and Jinnah Postgraduate Medical
Centre.

The chief minister sought a report from Sindh Inspector General of Police Mushtaq Ahmed Mahar on
the incident.

The blast tonight is the second one to terrorise Karachi within the span of a week. Last Thursday, one
passerby was killed and at least nine injured when an improvised explosive device (IED) planted in a
motorbike went off in Saddar.

Former Sindh governor Imran Ismail condemned the incident and called for immediate medical aid to
be provided to those injured.

"Anti-peace forces have once again become active in Karachi. The recent incidents are part of a well
planned conspiracy," he said.
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Sikh traders’ killing

THE brutal murder of two Sikh traders in the outskirts of Peshawar on Sunday illustrates the
vulnerability of minority communities in KP, as well as the threat militant groups continue to pose to
the country’s security. Ranjeet and Guljeet Singh were murdered by unidentified gunmen at their shops
and while no group has claimed responsibility for the atrocity, the Peshawar police chief has termed it
“an act of terrorism”. There have also been other incidents in which members of the Sikh community
were targeted in KP in the recent past. A Sikh hakim was murdered in October last year, with IS-
Khorasan claiming responsibility for the crime, while another Sikh trader was shot in February but
fortunately survived in what was termed a ‘robbery bid’. Meanwhile a Christian clergyman was killed
on his way back from church in the KP capital in January. Considering these incidents, as well as
March’s Koocha Risaldar mosque bombing, which was also the handiwork of IS-K, the threat the
terrorist group poses to peace becomes clear. Moreover, elements linked to the banned TTP have also
become quite active in KP and the former tribal belt, with attacks on security forces as well as civilians
continuing. The latest incident — not claimed by any group as yet — came on Saturday when three
soldiers and as many children were martyred in a suicide attack in North Waziristan.

Where the protection of minorities is concerned, security needs to be stepped up in the areas where non-
Muslim citizens live, work and worship, while those involved in the murders need to be brought to
justice. Overall, the state, particularly the security apparatus, needs to proactively neutralise the
emerging threat, before militancy becomes an uncontrollable beast that can only be countered by large-
scale military operations. Far too many soldiers and civilians have laid down their lives to quell the
militant threat and their sacrifices should not be in vain. The authorities are taking action; for example
an IS-K operative — said to be one of the planners of the Koocha Risaldar atrocity — as well as a would-
be suicide bomber were reportedly killed by security forces on Saturday. More such intelligence-based
operations need to be carried out to uproot the militant infrastructure that terrorists are trying to re-
establish. Moreover, the Taliban regime must clearly be communicated the fact that Afghan soil cannot
be used to host anti-Pakistan terrorists, and that action must be taken against these malign actors.

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 17,2022
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Unabating terrorism

Terror is raising its ugly head once again. It seems the sleeper cells of terrorists, in connivance with their
mentors, are out to destabilise the society. The back-to-back terror attacks on the armed forces and other
civil installations across the country are quite unnerving. What makes it more worrisome is their
resurgence as non-state actors and terrorists were almost routed in army-led operations, and a very
heavy price was paid for restoring normalcy. The Miranshah attack, which resulted in the martyrdom
of three soldiers and a number of children, confirms the nefarious agenda of anti-state elements. Similar
attacks in Sargodha, South Waziristan and Dewargar jurisdiction of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa apart from
a female suicide bombing at Karachi University — over a period of last many weeks — are a grim
reminder that regressive mentality is alive and has to be eliminated ruthlessly.

The post war on terror backlash is proving to be quite toiling on civil and military cadres. Operation
Zarb-e-Azb and Radd-ul-Fasaad had written glorious tales of bravery, and Pakistan was back to
serenity. The spirit and sacrifices of those operations should not be lost. What is needed is a more
coordinated approach to screen the faceless enemy in our midst, and take it out. Likewise, the tribal belt
and other bordering areas must be mopped once again to flush out terror elements, who must have
taken refuge under ethnic and sectarian cloak. Last but not the least is the mushrooming of pseudo-
intellectual elements who are out to spread hate on parochial lines, and such elements are common in
the settled urban and rural areas. The campaign of otherness in Balochistan is a case in point, and
unfortunately that is backed by tribal and political elements.

Cleansing Pakistan of non-state actors is a must. It cannot be ignored under any political compulsion.
The country is already under review by international finance monitors, and our retention on the FATF’s
grey list is a vindictive measure. The civil-military harmony is a blessing in disguise, and this narrative
of oneness should translate into a success story against radicalism. The new episode of revulsion in
Afghanistan has a lot to do with unrest in Pakistan, and this aspect should be scrutinised minutely.

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, MAY 17, 2022.



DIGEST MAY 2022

2 most wanted TTP terrorists killed in
North Waziristan
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A commander of the outlawed Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) Rasheed alias Jabir, who was

kiiled by

security forces.

Security forces killed two "important and most wanted" terrorists of the outlawed Tehreek-i-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) in North Waziristan district's Boya area, the military's media affairs wing said in a
statement.

The Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) said that security forces and terrorists exchanged fire in the
area during which the two militants were killed.

They were identified as commander Rasheed alias Jabir and Abdul Salam alias Chamtoo.

Weapons and ammunition were recovered from the killed terrorists, the ISPR said. The two had been
actively involved in terrorist activities in the area, it added.

TTP attacks on Pakistan soil have of late seen an uptick.
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The previous PTI government and the TTP had agreed to a month-long ceasefire to hold talks last year.
However, the militant group had declined to extend the ceasefire after the one-month period ended,
accusing the government of failing to honour the decisions reached earlier.

On March 30, the TTP announced the launch of Operation Al-Badar against law-enforcement agencies,
which led to a surge in its attacks in tribal districts, southern region and other parts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

Last month, two TTP militants were killed in a raid in Dera Ismail Khan. They were identified as Khalil
and Ehsan.

The police had said the slain terrorists were involved in attacks on security forces and several other
sabotage activities, including an attack on a police mobile van, in which five policemen were martyred
and seven others were injured.

Meanwhile, two TTP sources told AFP last week that the group had extended a ceasefire with the
government, agreed for the Eid period, till May 16 to hold peace talks.

A TTP letter outlining the truce told fighters "not to violate the decision taken by the central command".

Both sources said a team of Pakistani mediators has travelled to Afghanistan to meet the TTP leadership
for talks facilitated by the Afghan Taliban.

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 17, 2022
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Punjab counter-terror police arrests 2
suspects involved in Lahore's Anarkali

blast

Punjab Police's Counter-Terrorism Department (CTD) has arrested two suspects allegedly involved in
the deadly blast in Lahore's crowded Anarkali area earlier this year.

On January 20, three people were killed and over 30 injured in the blast in Lahore's Anarkali bazaar,
which law enforcement agencies had initially believed was a gas cylinder explosion. Subsequent
investigations determined that it was a bomb blast. The Baloch Nationalist Army, a newly emerged
terror outfit, had claimed responsibility for the blast.

The Punjab police on Tuesday said the "terrorist network" was busted through the services of the Safe
City Authority, intelligence and other technical methods.

In a statement, it said the two suspects — identified as Sana Ullah and Abdul Razziq — were arrested
when they reached Lahore from Balochistan via truck. It added that the pair was planning to conduct
two bomb blasts in Lahore in a single day.

Two detonators for prepared improved explosive devices, a primacord, remote control and batteries
were recovered from the individuals, the police said.
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"The terrorist links go back to an anti-state agency. Anti-state elements in a neighbouring country got
this blast carried out after planning," the police said.

Separately, a press release later issued by the CTD said the two confessed to their involvement in the
Anarkali blast and subsequently, a first information report was registered at the CTD police station in
Lahore.

The CTD said that all the main suspects of the blast had been arrested and the department's
investigation team would "leave no stone unturned" to ensure their conviction through a legal process.

In March, six terrorists linked to the blast were killed during an exchange of fire in the general area of
Nagao Mountains in Balochistan's Sibi.

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 17, 2022
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Karachi blast

THE frequency of urban terrorism incidents over the past few weeks in Karachi should send alarm bells
ringing within the state apparatus and result in an effective strategy to counter such destabilising
activities. Monday night’s blast in the city’s Kharadar area — a congested commercial zone — is the
third incident of terrorism in three weeks. At least one person has been killed in the tragedy. Last week,
a similar blast took place in Saddar in which one person was killed, while on April 26 a suicide bomber
struck a van at Karachi University’s Confucius Institute resulting in the deaths of three Chinese
individuals and a local driver. The KU attack was claimed by Baloch separatists while the banned
Sindhudesh Revolutionary Army took responsibility for the Saddar blast. Law enforcers say there are
similarities in the Saddar and Kharadar blasts, as IEDs were used in both incidents. It appears that a
police mobile was the primary target of Monday’s incident, while a vehicle of the Pakistan Coast Guard
was thought to be the main target in the Saddar attack. Though death and injuries did occur in the
Kharadar incident, the toll could have been much higher as the area is packed with traders and
pedestrians during business hours in the day.

Clearly, inimical actors are trying to stir up chaos in Karachi through such acts. Whether it is
ethnonationalist separatists or religiously inspired militants, the authorities must improve vigilance to
prevent further acts of violence targeting the public or law-enforcement personnel. Karachi specifically
has been rocked by major bouts of violence of various types over the past few decades and the
authorities will need to work extra hard to prevent a resurgence of urban terrorism. Each time such an
incident occurs, the administration promises to track down the culprits and bring them to justice. It's
about time they put into action an effective counterterrorism strategy focusing on intelligence-based
operations and other pre-emptive steps to prevent incidents of terrorism. Admittedly, policing and
securing a city as large and unwieldy as Karachi is difficult, yet to secure the lives and property of the
public, urgent action must be taken. The federal and Sindh governments, using the intelligence agencies
and police force, are required to stop this new wave of urban violence before it spirals out of control.
While the new rulers may be distracted by political turmoil, they cannot afford to be lax when it comes
to maintaining law and order.

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 18, 2022
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‘Fears of interference’ prompt suo motu on
criminal investigations

@R 5

Chief Justice of Pakistan Umar Ata Bandial.

Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Umar Ata Bandial took suo motu notice on the apprehensions that
criminal justice might be undermined by people in authority and fixed the case for hearing before a
five-judge bench.

The bench comprises Chief Justice Umar Ata Bandial, Justice ljazul Ahsan, Justice Munib Akhtar, Justice
Sayyed Mazahar Ali Akbar Naqvi and Justice Mohammad Ali Mazhar.

Chief Justice Bandial took suo motu notice on the recommendations of a Supreme Court judge on
perceived interference in the independence of the prosecution branch in the performance of its power
and duties for investigation and prosecution of pending criminal matters involving persons in authority
in government.

The notice has been taken amidst allegations levelled by the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) that soon
after coming to power, the present coalition government allegedly started influencing different cases
and transferring investigators or officers supervising cases, especially related to corruption allegations.
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According to an official announcement, it was apprehended that such perceived interference may
influence prosecution of cases, tampering or disappearing of evidence in courts or in possession of
prosecuting agencies and transfer/postings of officers on key posts.

Such actions, along with media reports to modify accountability laws, are likely to undermine the
functioning of the criminal justice system in the country, which amounted to violation of fundamental
rights affecting the society as a whole and eroding the confidence of the people in the rule of law and
constitutionalism in the country, the announcement said.

Meanwhile, the Supreme Court has held that inordinate and endless delays in the conclusion of criminal
trials are the main challenge faced by the criminal justice system, which have a devastating effect on its
credibility, transparency, public confidence and health.

The judgement was authored by Justice Syed Mansoor Ali Shah, who was a member of a three-judge
bench headed by CJP Umar Ata Bandial that decided an appeal by National Accountability Bureau
(NAB) Chairman retired Justice Javed Igbal against the March 10, 2020 Lahore High Court (LHC) grant
of post-arrest bail to a number of accused.

Justice Shah emphasised that coordinated efforts of all organs of the government — legislature,
executive and judiciary — were required.

He highlighted that one immediate solution was to activate the provincial justice committees
constituted under the National Judicial (Policy Making) Committee Ordinance 2002.

Besides, the chief justices of the high courts, who were chairpersons of these committees, must convene
and hold meetings of these committees at least on a quarterly basis, the judgement said, adding that the
vice chairpersons of the provincial bar councils may be invited to attend and participate in meetings of
these committees, as the bar was an important stakeholder in the justice system.

Similarly, the district criminal justice coordination committees set up under the Police Order 2002
should also be revitalised for reviewing and improving the operation of the criminal justice system.

Additionally, the high courts should take up and address, on priority basis, issues relating to
appointments of judges in the district judiciary against the available vacant posts and consider the
creation of new posts to reduce and rationalise the heavy dockets of cases before the general and special
courts, the judgement said.

It further added that the delay in the conclusion of a criminal trial was antithetic to the very concept of
a “fair trial” and “due process” guaranteed under Article 10A of the Constitution.

The right to a fair trial is a cardinal requirement of the rule of law. If an accused cannot be tried fairly
for an offence, he should not be tried for it at all, the judgement said.

The court office was also directed to send copies of the order to registrars of all high courts as well as
secretaries of all federal and provincial law ministries or departments.

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 19, 2022
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Kabul mediation yields truce with
Tehreek-i-Taliban

The government of Pakistan and the outlawed Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakis-tan have agreed on a temporary
ceasefire during talks in the Afghan capital, spokesmen from the Afghan Taliban and TTP confirmed in
separate statements.

Formal talks between ‘high-level committees’ of the two sides that began in Kabul on Monday made
“significant progress on related issues”, tweeted spokesman for the Islamic Emirate of Afghanis-tan
Zabihullah Mujahid. “Talks were held between the Government of Pakistan and the Taliban Movement
of Pakistan with the mediation of the Islamic Emirate.”

“During the talks a temporary ceasefire was also agreed upon,” Mujahid said. While he did not give
any time frame for the ceasefire, TTP spokesman Mohammad Khurasani in a separate statement said
the ceasefire would last till May 30.

There was no official word from the Ministry of Interior or the Inter-Services Public Relations either
confirming the talks or the ceasefire reached between the two sides.

The announcement of the ceasefire follows reports of an informal cessation of hostilities between the
two sides following behind-the-scene contacts through tribal intermediaries and official channels and
after the government agreed to release two important TTP figures as major concession to clear the last
major obstacle in the resumption of negotiations.

To meet a key TTP demand, the government in April freed former Swat TTP spokesman Muslim Khan
and commander Mehmood Khan after securing presidential pardon for the two, Dawn has learnt
reliably. The two had remained in military custody since the announcement of their arrest by the ISPR
in September 2009 and their subsequent conviction by a military court and confirmation of their death
sentences by the army chief in December 2016.

Muslim Khan, a green card holder and fluent in English, was a high-profile figure representing Mulla
Fazlullah-led Swat TTP and known for granting interviews to international publications and broadcast
organisations. Fazlullah aka Radio Mullah — a nom de guerre he picked up for being on his FM radio
channel heard throughout the Swat Valley — was killed in a drone strike in Afghanistan’s Kunar
province in June 2018.

The two militant commanders have not been handed over to the TTP so far and remain in Pakistan but
have been allowed to communicate with the TTP leadership to assure them of their wellbeing till
negotiations between the two sides reach a settlement.
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Attempts by Dawn to get an on-the-record confirmation of presidential pardon from Interior Minister
or the President House failed. Press Office of the President House reached out for comments last month
had simply said it had no such information in that regard.

In his statement, TTP spokesman Khurasani said the ceasefire had been announced on the demand of
the 32-member committee of the Mehsud tribe and 19-member committee of tribes from Malakand
division. However, he said talks were underway between the heads of the committees representing
government of Pakistan and the TTP.

TTP sources say their leader Mufti Noor Wali and other senior leaders were in Kabul for the talks.
Unconfirmed reports on the social media said senior official figures from Pakistan were participating in
the talks being mediated and held under the supervision of the IEA interior minister Sirajuddin
Haqqani.

Knowledgeable sources say that considerable work has gone into preparing the grounds for the current
negotiations that include several rounds of tribal jirgas both in Pakistan and across the border with the
TTP leadership. Some groups are open to the idea of abandoning war and return to the country of their
birth, there were some hardliners adamant to continue the path to wage “a holy war” inside Pakistan.

The IEA, say these sources, are nudging them to reach a peaceful settlement and return to Pakistan.
Several jirgas have been held in different tribal districts to explore ways and means to absorb and
guarantee safety and security of the militants who wish to return and live peacefully.

The government, these sources say, has also drawn up different proposals to ‘adjust and accommodate’
different tiers of the TTP, from leadership to tactical commanders to ordinary foot soldiers and their

families.

Earlier a month-long ceasefire that had come into effect in November 2021 collapsed days after its
announcement, with the TTP accusing the government of backtracking from its commitments.

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 19, 2022
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Karachi bombings

Karachi has been facing a wave of terrorism unseen for several years, with a terrorist bombing every
week for the past three weeks. The latest attack saw one woman killed and 12 people injured after an
IED attached to a motorcycle exploded in Kharadar late on Monday. Early reports suggest the actual
target was a police van that was passing through the area, although almost all of the victims were
civilians, including at least one child. Investigators also believe that the bomb was similar to the one
used in the recent Saddar bombing. That attack also appeared to be targeting security officials — a Coast
Guard van was among the damaged vehicles.

Although no group took responsibility for the most recent motorcycle bombing, the earlier one was
claimed by the Sindhudesh Revolutionary Army (SLA), and both came on the heels of an attack at
Karachi University, where a female suicide bomber killed three Chinese teachers and a Pakistani driver.
That attack was claimed by the Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA), a terrorist organisation engaged in
a long-running violent separatist campaign targeting security officials, foreigners, civilians from other
provinces, and even Baloch civilians who oppose their cause. The SLA is a less prominent group,
although it does stand out because Sindhi nationalist groups have rarely been associated with the level
of violence that Baloch separatists and the TTP employ.

Security officials and media reports have tied both groups to India. However, while this is well within
the realm of possibility, given India’s long-running efforts to destabilise Pakistan, little evidence to
illustrate the methods and level of support has ever been made public, leading to speculation about
their funding and total strength. Unfortunately, we do have evidence that violent separatist groups
continue attacking security officials and civilians alike, not just in the borderlands but in the heart of the
country’s financial capital. Apart from the obvious human cost, with an economy in disarray, we canill
afford to let such incidents occur and spook potential investors.

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, MAY 19, 2022.
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TTP peace talks

ANOTHER attempt to sue for peace with the outlawed TTP is being made, again facilitated by the
Afghan Taliban that rule Kabul. According to a spokesman of the Afghan Taliban, there has been
“significant progress” in talks between the government and the TTP that took place in Kabul, with the
result that the latter has extended a ceasefire till the end of this month.

Moreover, in an apparent goodwill gesture, the state has freed and reportedly pardoned some convicted
high-profile militants, including Muslim Khan, once considered the face of the TTP Swat.

However, both the civilian and military authorities in Pakistan remain tight-lipped about these
developments. But before the success or otherwise of this nascent peace process is considered, some
tough questions need to be answered by the state.

Primarily, the people of Pakistan need to know what the finer points of any agreement with the TTP
are. After all, this is a group that has waged war on Pakistan and has been responsible for some of the
most atrocious acts of terrorism the country has witnessed, so there is natural concern whether the TTP’s
leadership and cadres will be willing to give up the way of the gun. Moreover, is the state willing to
simply forgive those whose hands are stained with the blood of our soldiers and civilians — including
the children of APS Peshawar — and who remain unrepentant? Also, in order to make peace, how much
is the state willing to concede to the militants? Will they swear to respect the law of the land and
democratic governance, and renounce violence? The state, therefore, needs to tell the people —
preferably through parliament — what exactly the details of the peace process are.

Peace is required, especially in the war-ravaged erstwhile tribal belt, but there must be a difference
between peace and capitulation to the demands of the militants. Moreover, it should be remembered
that a similar exercise to make peace with the TTP was launched by the previous government last year,
which collapsed soon after it began.

While it may bring short-term peace, any agreement that legitimises the TTP without the group
surrendering its weapons and promising to respect the Constitution will sow the seeds for major trouble
in the future. Also, the state must be clear about how far an amnesty should go.

For example, will those responsible for the deaths of thousands of Pakistanis be ‘forgiven” with the
stroke of a pen? This will surely send the wrong message. The fact is, it will be very difficult to
mainstream the TTP considering the nature of the group, and if they are allowed a foothold, the
militants will effectively wipe out all other groups that disagree with their ideology. Therefore, more
transparency, and plenty of caution, is needed on part of the state regarding peace talks with the TTP.

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 20, 2022
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Getting away with murder in Pakistan

2
The death of social media star Qandeel Baloch sparked a fresh round of calls for an end to the practice
of 'honour' killings in Pakistan.

When social media star Qandeel Baloch was strangled by her brother for unapologetically challenging
the society’s attitudes towards women, activists fought for her murder to trigger a new era of justice
over so-called “honour” killings.

Her killer's release in February, less than three years into a life sentence, has instead underlined how
the country’s legal system still allows for men to abuse, rape and murder women with impunity.

In Pakistan, overlapping legal systems riddled with loopholes and a deeply patriarchal society combine
to ensure women survivors of violence are unlikely to get justice, activists, lawyers and survivors told
AFP.

"The whole process from the moment a crime is committed against a woman to registering it with the
police -- and then the court procedure -- is structured in such a way that justice remains elusive," said
Nayab Gohar Jan, a prominent rights activist.
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"Add to that societal pressures and stigmas, and you can see the odds are clearly stacked against them."

Much of the country’s society operates under an "honour" code where women can be killed for bringing
"shame" on their families by acts such as interacting with men or marrying someone they choose
themselves.

More than 470 cases of "honour" killings were reported to police in 2021, according to the Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan (HRCP), though many cases go unreported by families who collude with the
killers -- often male relatives.

Pakistan ranked 153 out 156 countries on the World Economic Forum's Global Gender Gap index in
2021, which noted stark disparities in access to justice, education and employment.

Baloch murder in 2016 was arguably Pakistan's most high-profile case of an "honour" killing.

Days after killing her, Muhammad Waseem defiantly told journalists that he strangled his sister because
of her "intolerable" behaviour.

The government responded to public outrage with new laws against such crimes, including -- crucially
-- a ban on victims' families being allowed to pardon relatives or reach out-of-court "blood money"
settlements.

Waseem was convicted and sentenced to life in jail, but his lawyers found a loophole.

They successfully argued on appeal that the murder could not be classed as an "honour" killing --
rendering the legal changes inapplicable, and allowing for his mother to pardon him.

That decision is being challenged by the state.

Lawyers and activists blamed patriarchal mindsets within the justice system and a lack of women
lawyers and judges for allowing "honour" killing verdicts to be overturned.

Courts are dominated by men, with less than a fifth of judges and only 12 per cent of prosecutors being
women, the HRCP says.

Lawyer Nida Usman Chaudhry, who founded a collective for women jurists, said male judges often
show bias in their interpretation of the honour killing laws.

“You've had the Supreme Court literally coming up with case law after case law where they developed
an entire defence... to give impunity to the person who is accused,” she told AFP.

Khadija Siddiqi, who was stabbed 23 times and left for dead by her ex-boyfriend, said her legal case
was "delayed so much that we were actually on the verge of giving up".
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Khadija Siddiqi, who was stabbed 23 times and left for dead, says a culture of victim-blaming left
survivors feeling like they 'deserved' what happened to them.

Her attacker was convicted of attempted murder, acquitted on appeal, reconvicted, and then freed early
for good behaviour.

Like many instances of violence against women, Siddiqi’s case was dominated by a culture of victim-
blaming, pervasive throughout the police, the courts and the wider community, she told AFP.

Social media's power to challenge the indolence of the justice system is growing, but often limited to
high-profile cases.

Last year, Noor Mukadam, the daughter of a former ambassador, was kidnapped, raped and beheaded
by her boyfriend in Islamabad.

In February, a court sentenced Zahir Jaffer to death, in a trial that was exceptional for its pace,
concluding just eight months after his arrest.

The case garnered huge attention, in part because of the brutal nature of the murder and the pair's elite
status, but also because her friends were able to mobilise without fear of a backlash.

"We built the pressure... and used (social media) as a tactic," said Shafaq Zaidi, a friend of Mukadam
who helped lead the campaign.
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Days before Mukadam was killed, at the other end of the country Quratulain Baloch was tortured and
murdered, but her case garnered little attention.

Her husband, who denies killing her, was only formally charged in March.

"As the verdict in the Noor Mukadam case was read out, Quratulain's murder trial hadn't even begun.
Why has there not been the same urgency here?" bristled Sanaullah Buledi, her brother.

In Pakistan, a British common law-based system uses interpretations of Islamic law, particularly in cases
dealing with gender-based violence and family disputes.

Last year, the Council of Islamic Ideology -- a body that previously proposed legislation allowing
husbands to "lightly" beat their wives -- struck down a tough new law against gender-based violence.

The appointment of the first female justice to the 17-member Supreme Court earlier this year was
welcomed as important step in improving the quality of justice for women.

Ayesha Malik was a Lahore High Court judge when she banned an invasive "two-finger virginity test"
for rape survivors last year.

Tough new anti-rape laws have also been introduced, though their impact has yet to be seen.
For those who have gone through the system, however, the toll remains high.

"There were times when I would wish the ground would just open up and I'd hide myself there, away
from the gaze of the men in court," said Siddiqji, the survivor.

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, MAY 24, 2022
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Hina says global community’s role vital for
Afghan peace

Rt l
Hina Rabbani Khar was received by Foreign Secretary Sohail Mahmood and senior officials upon her
arrival at the MoFA.

Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Hina Rabbani Khar emphasised that persistent, patient, and
prudent engagement of the international community would go a long way in achieving the shared
objectives of a peaceful, stable, democratic and prosperous Afghanistan.

The state minister expressed these views as she participated in an event on ‘Afghanistan: The Path
Forward’ at the World Economic Forum (WEF) Annual Meeting in Davos.

She highlighted that as an immediate neighbour, with a 2,600km border, Pakistan has to deal with
Afghanistan with a broader lens that encompasses all dimensions - peace, security, and socioeconomic
development, a statement issued by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs said.
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The state minister said as a country that has constitutional provisions for women to have an equal and
effective role in all institutions and walks of life, Pakistan looks towards full respect for and enjoyment
of fundamental rights of women and girls, especially the right to education.

"Pakistan is equally concerned about the devastating effects of the serious humanitarian situation and
economic implosion on the lives and livelihoods of ordinary Afghans," she added.

The state minister underlined that both the international community and the interim Afghan
government needed to revisit their approaches by prioritising the interests and aspirations of the
ordinary Afghans.

This would be essential to avoid a further exacerbation of the already dire economic situation, she
maintained.

Achim Steiner, administrator at the UN Development Programme (UNDP), also delivered remarks at
the event as a panelist.

The attendees included representatives from the business community, civil society organisations and
international media.

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, MAY 24, 2022
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Govt forms committee to 'deliberate policy'
on enforced disappearances

This combination photo shows federal ministers Shazia Mari (L), Azam Tarar (M) and Rana Sanaullah.

The federal government constituted a seven-member committee for the "deliberation of a policy" related
to enforced disappearances in the country after the Islamabad High Court (IHC) instructed the heads
of the government to explain how disappearances "became state policy".

According to a notification issued by the Ministry of Interior, the committee will be headed by Minister
for Law and Justice Azam Nazeer Tarar and comprise Minister for Interior Rana Sanaullah, Minister for
Power Alleviation and Social Safety Shazia Marri, Minister for Communications Asad Mahmood,
Minister for Defence Production Muhammad Israr Tareen, Minister for Maritime Affairs Faisal Ali
Subzwari, and Minister for Science and Technology Agha Hassan Baloch.
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Recommendations or report of the committee will be presented in the federal cabinet for further
deliberations. "The interior ministry shall provide secretarial support to the committee," it said.

The notification added that the committee will also be allowed to co-opt eminent jurists, representatives
of human rights organisations and other members "it deems appropriate".

The development comes after IHC Chief Justice Athar Minallah, in a 15-page order on Sunday, directed
the federal government to serve notices on former president retired Gen Pervez Musharraf and all
successive chief executives, including Imran Khan and incumbent premier Shehbaz Sharif, for following
an “undeclared tacit approval of the policy regarding enforced disappearances”.
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He passed the orders in a case related to the disappearance of journalist Mudassar Mahmood Naro and
five other people after their petitions were fixed for final arguments, but the federal government
requested an adjournment.

In his order, Justice Minallah said: “Retired Gen Pervez Musharraf and all other successor chief
executives i.e. the former prime ministers, including the incumbent holder of the office shall submit
their respective affidavits explaining why the court may not order proceedings against them for alleged
subversion of the Constitution in the context of undeclared tacit approval of the policy regarding
enforced disappearances and thus putting national security at risk by allowing the involvement of law
enforcement agencies, particularly the armed forces.”

“Pervez Musharraf has candidly conceded in his autobiography In the Line of Fire that ‘enforced
disappearances’ was an undeclared policy of the state,” he said.

The judge pointed out that the onus was on each chief executive to "rebut the presumption and to
explain why they may not be tried for the offence of high treason".

He further observed the armed forces had and continued to render sacrifices for the security and
integrity of the country and ought to be respected by every citizen otherwise security and integrity of
the country and its people would be exposed to being jeopardised.

However, the order continued, “the involvement or even a perception of the involvement of the armed
forces in acts amounting to violation of human rights and freedom of the citizens weakens and
undermines the rule of law”.

Justice Minallah said that in case the missing persons were not recovered nor effective and demonstrable
actions/decisions were taken by the federal government, the current and former ministers of interior
shall appear in person to explain why the petitions might not be decided and exemplary costs imposed
upon them for the unimaginable agony and pain suffered by the petitioners on account of lack of
response and empathy while dealing with their grievances.

“The learned attorney general shall satisfy the court that in case of alleged disappearances in future
why criminal cases may not be ordered to be registered against the chief executives of the federation
and the concerned provinces,” the order said.

In the meantime, the court instructed the federal government to produce the missing persons before the
court on the date fixed (June 17) or "justify the failure of the state to effectively investigate and trace
their whereabouts".

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 30, 2022
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Islamabad, TTP agree on indefinite
ceasefire

The government of Pakistan and the outlawed Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) have agreed to extend
the ceasefire, this time, indefinitely and continue negotiations to find an end to the nearly two decades
of militancy in the tribal border region.

The extension in ceasefire indicates significant progress in talks between the two sides in the Afghan
capital Kabul, sources familiar with the development said.

Sources told Dawn that the two sides had agreed to extend the ceasefire and continue peace talks
following separate meetings with Mullah Muhammad Hassan Akhund, Acting Prime Minister of the
‘Islamic Emerate of Afghanistan (IEA)” at his office the other day.

These sources said that in his meetings with the two sides, the soft-spoken septuagenarian leader
expressed his desire that the talks and ceasefire should be allowed to continue without any cut-off date.

In a subsequent joint meeting, the two sides agreed to extend the ceasefire indefinitely and pursue
negotiations to end the conflict that has seen mass dislocation and killings of thousands of people in
Pakistan’s tribal region and the country at large.

IEA spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid and TTP spokesman Muhammad Khurasani had issued statements
early this month, announcing extension in the ceasefire till May 30.

No official statement has been issued so far regarding the indefinite extension in ceasefire but Dawn
has been able to get confirmation of this significant development.

The development follows days of “intense and extensive negotiations” in the Afghan capital attended
by senior level delegations from the two sides that at one point seemed close to breakdown.

IEA’s Acting Minister for Interior Sirajuddin Haqqani, who is the central mediator, helped bring the
talks back on track, sources said.

The GoP, sources said, had demonstrated its seriousness by acceding to some of the TTP’s demands and
after the IEA suggested it would be important for confidence-building to move from preliminaries to
formal and structured negotiations.

The release of prisoners and presidential pardon to two key militant commanders, including TTP Swat
spokesman Muslim Khan, was one such demand.
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Compensation for the dead and wounded, enforcement of Shariah regulation in Malakand, withdrawal
of military from the borders and reversal of Fata merger into Khyber Pakhtunkhwa were key demands
from the TTP side, these sources said.

The Shariah Nizam-i-Adl Regulation, 2009 is still operational in Malakand division. The law was
enacted following marathon negotiations with the late Maulana Sufi Muhammad.

The GoP, these sources said, had no issue with some of the TTP’s demand, but two major issues
remained challenging: the reversal of Fata merger and the disbandment of the TTP as an armed militant

group.

The GoP delegates made it clear that the merger brought about through a constitutional amendment
was not up for discussion and that tribal people were the main, important stakeholders.

The TTP on its part had brought documents containing the commitment made by Quaid-i-Azam
Mohammad Ali Jinnah with the tribal people guaranteeing their autonomy in an independent Pakistan.

They were told that the reversal of the merger would mean return to the Frontier Crimes Regulation
which was a relic of the British Empire and did not contain anything that could be considered ‘Islamic.”
They were asked to identify laws that had been enacted post-merger which they deemed to be in
contravention of their customs or the ‘riwaj.”

Besides, the 25th Constitutional Amendment that brought about Fata’s merger into KP is pending before
a larger bench of the Supreme Court of Pakistan since March, 2022 on a petition filed by some tribal
elders opposed to it.

The disbandment of the TTP is another make-or-break issue, these sources said. The government
delegation has made it plain that no armed group would be allowed to enter Pakistan territory or
operate as such. Options are being discussed and the IEA is fully on-board in this regard.

The next round of negotiations is expected to take place in the second week of June, sources said, with
a tribal jirga holding direct talks with the TTP in Kabul.

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 31, 2022
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Abducted citizens

IT is a bold step; one that seems intended to force a much-needed breakthrough on an issue that has
remained a persistent blot on Pakistan’s civil rights record. The Islamabad High Court has ordered the
issuance of notices to every chief executive to have presided over government — from the era of retired
Gen Pervez Musharraf to the incumbent, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif. They have been asked to either
satisfactorily explain their “tacit approval” of the state’s “undeclared policy” of disappearing citizens,
or face the charge of high treason for knowingly allowing the subversion of civil rights laid out in the
Constitution. IHC Chief Justice Athar Minallah has also castigated the National Assembly for not doing
enough to fulfil their constitutional obligations, as well as the media for not being persistent in
highlighting the issue proactively.

The IHC chief justice is no doubt well aware which organ of the state is actually responsible for the
policy in question. His decision to also hold the country’s rulers directly responsible seems to be a
considered move to apply pressure on them to refuse in the future any support, tacit or otherwise, to
powerful factions who operate from the shadows. It is necessary for the leadership to take a firm stance.
A report submitted to the IHC on the performance of the Commission of Inquiry on Enforced
Disappearances earlier this year had made clear that efforts to recover missing persons had yielded only
modest results, with the commission sometimes unable to recover even those missing persons whose
production orders had been issued by the courts. There can be no justification for disappearing any
citizen by force, no matter how severe their crime. Those who favour and justify this policy claim it is
sometimes the only way to check militancy and terrorism, when, in fact, it represents major failures on
their part in pre-empting, investigating and prosecuting these crimes through the existing legal system.
These failures only help sustain a vicious cycle of distrust: enforced disappearances cause more pain,
more frustration and deeper feelings of alienation in marginalised communities, which in turn gives
them greater cause to support activities antagonistic to the state. Balochistan, whose people face the
highest incidence of enforced disappearances and extrajudicial killings, remains difficult to govern as
the state has failed to win the hearts and minds of its citizens due to its flawed policies. It is time to reset
the strategy.

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 31,2022
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