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NIOC’s 38th Advisory Board Meeting 

 

NIOC Advisory Board's 38th Meeting was held online on Friday 23 December 2022 at 3 pm. The 

following AB Members participated: Tariq Parvez, Zahid Hussain and Jawaid Akhtar. Samina 

Ahmed, Zubair Habib and Manzoor Ahmad could not attend due to their other professional 

commitments. NIOC Directorate was represented by the following: Tariq Khosa, Sarmad Saeed, 

Saroop Ijaz, Ammar Jaffri, Nawaz Nadeem and Hassan Sardar. 

The following matters came under discussion: 

1) UNTOC Review Update was presented. The Roundtable on Transnational Organized Crime 

held at the FIA Academy Islamabad on 16 December 2022 was a great success. Its proceedings 

will be reflected in a report soon. 

2) Three Working Groups were constituted on behalf of the Civil Society Alliance: WG on 

UNTOC: Convener will be Barrister Umar Mahmood; NIOC expert Azam Khan will be 

associated. WG on Victims and Human Rights: Convener will be Saroop Ijaz. Dr Fatima Haider 

of The Grief Directory and Director FIA Athar Waheed will be associated with this WG. WG on 

Organized Crime: Convener will be Tariq Parvez; Kaleem Imam, Consultant NIOC and Inkisar 

Khan, DG NACTA will be associated with this WG. 
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3) The Conveners of the 3 WGs will conduct FGDs each month on January, February and March 

2022 on topics relevant to their mandate. 

4) CGR-NIOC has come up with five papers since the launch of the UNTOC Pilot Initiative on 15 

September 2022. All those papers were shared with the UNODC CSU, UNTOC Secretariat and 

GITOC. 

5) Director CGR-NIOC Tariq Khosa participated in UNTOC Constructive Dialogues on Firearms 

(6 May), International Cooperation (27 May) and TIP (1 July); and also in UNTOC Conference of 

Parties on 17-21 October, 2022. 

6) A new Working Group on Criminal Justice System Reform will be constituted on behalf of the 

civil society by the CGR-NIOC in January 2023 under the chairmanship of former Chief Justice of 

Pakistan Mr Justice Asif Saeed Khosa. 

7) CGR-NIOC will come up with 2022 Annual Report in January 2023. 
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Quetta attack 

ON Monday, while announcing that it was ending its ceasefire with the state, the banned TTP 

ordered its fighters to strike “wherever and whenever you can”. By Wednesday morning in 

Quetta, it was abundantly clear that these chilling instructions were being faithfully obeyed by 

the terrorist group’s cadres. 

At least four individuals have died following a suicide attack on a law enforcers’ vehicle; the 

security personnel were reportedly deputed to guard polio teams. 

In a statement, the terrorist group claimed the atrocity was ‘revenge’ for the killing of Omar 

Khalid Khorasani. The notorious militant was killed in a car bombing in Afghanistan in August. 

The TTP’s violent campaign against the state had been picking up pace over the past few weeks, 

with the most significant attack coming in KP’s Lakki Marwat district last month, in which at 

least six policemen were martyred. But the Quetta attack signals the new beginning of a violent 

post-ceasefire campaign by the TTP, unless the security establishment and political leadership 

decide to strike hard and nip this evil in the bud. 

The nation is, unfortunately, all too familiar with the TTP’s bloody history, and it would be 

foolishness of the highest order were the authorities to ignore the emerging threat. 

After the ending of the ceasefire and before the Quetta attack, some in government had been 

advocating for continuing negotiations with the militants, with the special assistant to the KP 

chief minister telling a seminar in Peshawar that the TTP needed to be dealt with as per a 

“comprehensive approach and open mind”. The official was quick to add that the state should 

respond “vigorously” should the militants carry out attacks. 

The fact is that the TTP were never serious about negotiations, and their demands — such as the 

reversal of the tribal districts’ merger with KP and the release of hardened terrorists — were 

unjustified and impossible to meet, for the state would have had to partially surrender its 

sovereign authority in order to please the militants. 

From here on, the path ahead will not be easy, but difficult circumstances demand difficult 

decisions. The political leadership, as well as the new military high command, must be clear about 

the goal: under no circumstances should the militants be allowed to re-establish a foothold in the 

country. The state needs to strike now, while the Afghan Taliban must be unambiguously told 

that their soil cannot be used to host anti-Pakistan terrorists. 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 1, 2022 
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Karachi street crime 

AFZAL ALI SHIGRI 

 

THE media is replete with harrowing stories of street crime in Karachi that have led to 

vigilante justice, including murders and mob lynching by ordinary citizens. With each violent 

incident, the police spring into action, and their enhanced presence dampens the crime spike. 

However, such increased presence cannot be sustained. 

As the situation normalises, the criminals return to the streets. Clearly, short-term measures are 

not the panacea. The phenomenon of urban crime is common to every growing urban centre. The 

crime pattern is different and more complex due to the following: 

a) Concentrated large population hailing from various parts of the country who manifest a 

distinct behaviour reflective of shared ethnicity and region; b) local floating unverified 

population within cities who have moved in for work; c) diverse ethnic composition of city 

residents; d) opportunities for a range of crimes peculiar to cities that provide an enabling 

environment; e) urban crime involves high stakes that can only be maintained with the support 

of organised crime syndicates. Large-scale crimes include land grabbing, entertainment business, 

drugs, gun running, bhatta and fraud. 

The situation is exacerbated with the rise of religious and extremist groups; and f) cities also offer 

safe haven as well as goons-for-hire from varied backgrounds who, after committing the crime, 

vanish from the radar of the security agencies. 

These factors provide a breeding ground for criminal activity with anonymity and protection 

from criminal gangs. On the other hand, there is no political will to address these issues. This is 
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because the criminals are patronised by powerful persons who use them as ‘muscle’ to promote 

their political and business interests while providing them with protection in return. 

The smarter members of the criminal gangs also join political parties, which allows them to claim 

political victimisation if they are pursued by the law-enforcement agencies. 

Karachi has also been a battleground for ethnic and sectarian political parties that have 

committed dreadful violent crimes in the name of political/social issues, with many of their 

leaders becoming cogs in the governance machinery as well as members of elected bodies. 

The task of maintaining order and tracking down criminals is further compounded by a non-

functional criminal justice system struggling with a populace that has a 19th-century mindset 

against 21st-century legal benchmarks. 

The ground situation and the expectation of the people cannot be reconciled. It is, therefore, 

important to assess the policing, keeping in view the criminal justice system and social, civic and 

management challenges for a holistic and durable solution. Urban police need to be structured 

differently and excised of any overlap with the rural policing composition on the ground. 

The police leadership has persistently highlighted this issue. Following independence, a law was 

passed by the assembly to emulate the Bombay metropolitan police model, but it was sandbagged 

by a powerful bureaucracy that did not want to create any autonomous institution outside the 

sphere of its control. 

Karachi police were, however, merged with the provincial police subsequent to the dismantling 

of One Unit in 1970. Karachi thus became one of the administrative units of the province. The city 

expanded with a massive influx of refugees and people from all over Pakistan to a locale that 

presented unmatched opportunities for business and employment. 

Tragically, Karachi, one of the cleanest cities of the world, gradually turned into an urban sprawl 

pockmarked with katchi abadis. The occasional intervention of the government improved the 

civic situation in some pockets, but the unlimited vacant state land around the city, without an 

effective management body, proved ripe for illegal settlements that, over time, turned into 

ungoverned ghettos. The Afghan war, which displaced millions, brought more refugees to 

Karachi. 

Contributing massively to the federal tax collection, Karachi required investment to develop and 

maintain the infrastructure as an autonomous administrative unit of the province. However, the 

administrative structure of the city, including the police, was not upgraded to keep pace with the 

emergent challenges. Today, we are harvesting the chaos sown during the last seven decades. 

One of the largest cities of the world, Karachi today exists without a workable structure, giving 

rise to a precarious security situation, with a huge governance vacuum. The situation has been 

defined by some researchers as ‘ordered disorder’. Instead of finding a lasting solution, successive 
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governments have militarised the police and deployed the civil armed forces and the army to 

deal with ethnic and sectarian conflicts traumatising the city repeatedly over the years. 

To deal with the recurring cycle of violence, political governments have outsourced the 

maintenance of order partially to the civil armed forces. These knee-jerk steps have not only 

created schisms in normal policing responsibilities but also resulted in ungoverned and lawless 

pockets in the city, subject to parallel control by organised crime mafias fuelled by the black 

economy. 

This lawlessness must be staunched. We need to take the politically difficult step of separating 

the city as a well-delineated completely autonomous unit of the province. The first step in this 

direction is an independent police force with an operational association with the provincial police. 

The Police Order 2002 specified such an arrangement for all the capital cities of the country as 

similar issues of lawlessness and urban crimes in other provincial capitals had also begun to 

burgeon. We now need to move forward and establish an independent police force followed by 

other departments. 

The big metropolises can no longer be managed with the old structures rooted in a system 

essentially designed for a rural area. Investment in the existing arrangement would be redundant. 

It is time to recognise the complexity of urban centre management and deal with big cities 

accordingly. 

This exercise would not only confer all the provincial capital cities with complete autonomy but 

also allow a clean break from the current structure through a phased programme, thus alleviating 

the agony of the residents of urban areas in Pakistan. 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 2, 2022 
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US brands South Asian Al-Qaeda, TTP 

militants as global terrorists 

The United States on Thursday announced it was designating South Asian Al-Qaeda and 

Pakistani Taliban leaders as terrorists, vowing action as alarms grow over Afghanistan. 

The targeted militants including four leaders of Al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent (AQIS), a 

regional branch of the jihadist network, including its self-styled “emir” Osama Mehmood. 

The United States also designated the number two of the Pakistani Taliban, Mufti Hazrat Deroji, 

also known as Qari Amjad, whose 15-year campaign of violence has stepped up since the Taliban 

seized control in neighboring Afghanistan last year. 

US officials say Deroji has overseen operations in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, one of two border areas 

that have borne the brunt of violent attacks. 

The designations are “part of our relentless efforts to ensure that terrorists do not use Afghanistan 

as a platform for international terrorism,” Secretary of State Antony Blinken said in a statement. 

“We will continue to use all relevant tools to uphold our commitment to see to it that international 

terrorists are not able to operate with impunity in Afghanistan,” Blinken said. 

The State Department and Treasury Department listed the four as Specially Designated Global 

Terrorists, making it a crime in the United States to engage in transactions with them and blocking 

any assets they have in the country. 

President Joe Biden withdrew US troops from Afghanistan after two decades, saying that no more 

could be achieved and that the United States could fight militants without boots on the ground. 

The United States on July 31 fired two missiles that killed Al-Qaeda’s leader Ayman al-Zawahiri, 

who had moved into Kabul. 

The United States accused the Taliban of violating assurances it would not offer sanctuary to Al-

Qaeda — the initial trigger for the invasion after the September 11, 2001 attacks — although the 

Taliban separately have been at odds with the even more extreme Islamic State group. 

The founder of AQIS, Asim Umar, was killed in a September 2019 raid in Afghanistan’s Helmand 

province jointly conducted by US forces and the then government. 

SOURCE: DAWN DECEMBER 2, 2022 
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3 police officers gunned down by 

‘terrorists’ in targeted attack in 

Nowshera 

 
A view of the District Headquarters Hospital Nowshera. 

Three police officers were gunned down by terrorists in Nowshera district’s Akora Khattak, 

according to police and rescue officials. 

“Three policemen died in the attack,” Nowshera police spokesman Durrani told Dawn.com, 

saying that the assailants targeted a police van. 

He said that a police party reached the crime scene soon after the attack, cordoned off the area 

and initiated a search operation. 

Durrani said the search operation was ongoing while the police were also gathering details of the 

incident and assailants. 
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The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa police identified the officers as Head Constable Manzoor, Constable 

Amanullah and Constable Ayaz. 

 

A Rescue 1122 statement said medical teams moved the bodies to District Headquarters Hospital 

Nowshera. 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister Mahmood Khan took notice of the incident and summoned 

an incident report from the police chief. 

“The incident is very tragic and the sacrifice of the martyrs will not go in vain,” the chief minister 

said. He also prayed for the deceased and extended his condolences to their families. 

The incident comes after a suicide attack targeting a police truck in Balochistan’s Baleli area on 

Wednesday in which four peo­­ple were killed and 24 others injured. 

A suicide bomber travelling in a rickshaw targeted the truck carrying a police contingent for the 

security of polio workers, who were administering vaccines during an ongoing campaign in 

Kuchlak and other areas of Quetta district. 

The banned Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan had claimed responsibility for the incident and confirmed 

it was a suicide attack. The attack had happened a couple of days after the militant group called 

off its ceasefire with the government and asked its combatants to carry out attacks across the 

country. 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 3, 2022 
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Soldier martyred, five terrorists killed 

during intelligence-based operation in 

North Waziristan: ISPR 

 
Sepoy Nasir Khan 

At least five terrorists were killed and a soldier was martyred during an intelligence-based 

operation in the Jhallar Algad area of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa's North Waziristan district, the 

army's media wing said. 

According to a statement issued by the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), troops effectively 

engaged the location of terrorists during an intense exchange of fire between security forces and 

terrorists. "Weapons and ammunition were also recovered from the killed terrorists," it added. 

"The terrorists remained actively involved in terrorist activities against security forces and killing 

of innocent citizens." 

During the operation, the ISPR said, 25-year-old Sepoy Nasir Khan embraced martyrdom while 

fighting gallantly against the terrorists. He hailed from the South Waziristan district. 

"Sanitization of the area is being carried out to eliminate any other terrorists found in the area," 

the statement concluded. 

On December 4, a terrorist commander named Muhammad Noor was killed during an intense 

exchange of fire with troops in the Shewa area of Kp’s North Waziristan district, the army’s media 

wing had said on Saturday. 

Last month, four alleged terrorists were killed, and two security personnel embraced martyrdom 

during an intelligence-based operation in Kamal Pass area of Shahrig town of Harnai district. 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 5, 2022 
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How Pakistan can tackle TTP and ISKP 

OZER KHALID 

Pakistan’s decision-makers must reassess Islamabad’s Afghanistan policy. Despite Hina Rabbani 

Khar’s recent high-octane diplomatic charm offensive to Kabul and Pakistan’s outreach, there 

have been relentless attacks on Pakistani interests along with TTP’s unilaterally shredding the 

paper-tiger peace-agreement. The attack on Pakistan’s mission in Kabul, gruesomely targeting 

Chargé d’affaires Ubaidur Rehman Nizamani, is despicable and leaves a security guard battling 

for his life. 

Pakistan’s Foreign Ministry issued a press release confirming that IS-Khorasan Province (ISIS 

South Asia) claimed responsibility for the terrorist attack on Pakistan’s embassy. ISKP previously 

instigated trouble on the Hairatan border and a suicide attack on Kabul’s Russian embassy 

throwing the entire region into deep disarray. 

Twin-terror attacks in Kabul’s mosque frequented by Hezbi Hekmatyar and on Pakistan’s Chargé 

d’affaires signal opportunistic urban warfare by spoilers seeking to destabilise Afghanistan and 

excavate a déjà vu of sectarian rifts. Taliban’s protection of Kabul is flawed and porous; these 

were highly sensitive targets. 

As Taliban cannot even keep a watchful eye on Kabul, the other militant strongholds scattered 

all over Afghanistan are deeply susceptible. 

On ISKP, Pakistan’s government had, in September 2021, provided empirical evidence, a 131-

page dossier and a CD with audio and video recordings, exact GPS coordinates of five Indian 

funded and managed ISIS (ISKP) terror training camps with suspected use of chemical weapons. 

Pakistan responsibly shared with the world detailed War Crimes perpetrated by the Indian 

Occupation Forces. There have been no meaningful crackdowns on these Indian funded ISKP 

training camps. 

In Dushanbe, Afghanistan’s former NDS intelligence chief Rahmatullah Nabil openly confessed: 

“We helped India against Pakistan, but India cancelled our visas after the fall of Kabul.” Indian-

Afghan intelligence links are deep-rooted and do not change after a new interim government 

takes over the reins of power in Kabul. Increasing ties between Afghanistan and Indian 

intelligence machinations are inimical to Pakistan. 

Recent attacks by TTP in Nowshera, November 13 Chaman Border bloodbath, and Indian funded 

BLA, BLF attacks in Kech, Panjgur and Mand (Balochistan) are an imminent threat to Pakistan. 
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India’s external intelligence wing R&AW are fully training, funding and arming TTP and ISKP 

while the Afghan Taliban are merrily providing shelter to TTP, ISKP and AQIS. 

All these recent attacks are logical tell-tale signs of Indian proxy involvement and Afghan 

Taliban’s negligence. They troublingly hint towards a deepening entente between ISKP, TTP and 

AQIS whose cells merging is a regional menace if not tackled immediately. Such attacks point to 

Indian counter-intelligence assets operating in Taliban-controlled Afghanistan via proxies as well 

as Uzbek and Tajik mercenaries operational in Afghanistan leaving the South and Central Asian 

theaters profoundly imperiled. 

TTP would be motivated to further coalesce with ISKP and AQIS even more since the US State 

Department designated TTP and their leader Qari Amjad as terrorists. 

Afghanistan’s Taliban are not living up to their promise of keeping their land terror free; on the 

contrary, extremist attacks have increased manifold. Swifter investigations and apprehensions 

must be intensified by Afghanistan’s Taliban with a sense of urgency. All TTP and ISKP terrorists 

must be handed over to Pakistan for swift justice. The onus is now on Afghanistan’s Taliban. 

Militants in Afghanistan don’t find it difficult to be well-equipped with all the sophisticated 

NATO armaments seized by various extremists including TTP. The regional extremist ecosystem 

with ISKP, TTP and AQIS churns out well-trained death-cults with ample experience in guerilla 

and urban warfare. 

If the attacks on Pakistan persist, and Afghanistan’s Taliban don’t co-operate or selectively turn 

a blind eye to terror within their borders then Pakistan, as a very last resort, might be left with no 

other option than to mount a multi-pronged, hybrid and kinetic strategy to root out TTP, ISKP 

and AQIS preferably with regional cooperation, as this menace affects all of South and Central 

Asia. 

Other than diplomatic lobbying campaign at all multinational fora, including the UN, SCO 

(Counter-Terrorism Unit), ECO and other stakeholders, Islamabad may be left with no other 

option but for Pakistan Army to create a buffer zone in Eastern Afghanistan and deploy troops 

(like Türkiye did in Northern Syria). This, of course, has to be very well thought-out as it would 

expose our soldiers to asymmetric attacks by TTP and ISKP insurgent guerilla warfare. 

The ISKP and TTP strongholds and core threats to Pakistan emanating from Afghanistan’s Paktia, 

Paktika, Khost and Nangarhar provinces. However, focusing militant “clean-up operations” on 

some border areas while ignoring others allows TTP and ISKP to relocate, regroup and launch 

fresh attacks against Pakistan, so a more holistic approach covering the whole Durand Line 

border is required. 

In addition to SOF elements like SSG, SSG-AF and SSG-N, XI Corps Peshawar would likely field 

the 7th Division Infantry along with FC troops cognizant of the terrain. Army Aviation elements 
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could offer close aerial support. Airstrikes by Pakistan Air Force or Pakistani UCAV involvement 

targeting TTP and ISKP strongholds can’t be ruled out. 

Let me repeat: this would be a very last option to maintain Pakistan’s sacred security and 

sovereignty. 

The turbulence trickling in from Afghanistan into Pakistan in lieu of the collapse of the TTP 

ceasefire has the potential to plummet the entire region into pandemonium. 

Pakistan had been on the receiving end of terrorism for decades until it decided to take decisive 

kinetic action. The new policy of appeasement with nefarious non-state actors has failed whilst 

empowering deceitful militants to extract mala fide concessions. There can be no more 

appeasement. 

It is time for Afghanistan’s Taliban to honour their pledges and sever covert links with Indian 

intelligence. Peace and prosperity in Afghanistan is very close to Pakistan’s heart. Islamabad is 

enthusiastic to welcome Afghanistan in CPEC, and leverage regional connectivity for the benefit 

of millions of citizens. 

None of the above will be possible unless terrorism is uprooted and political consensus achieved. 

Time for all participants to forge a shared vision. 

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, DECEMBER 6, 2022. 
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FC soldier martyred, beheaded in Bannu 

 A Frontier Constabulary soldier was martyred and beheaded by unknown attackers in 

Janikhel town of Bannu district, according to police. 

The deceased was gunned down, along with his son inside their home, according to the FIR. The 

victims have been identified as Rehman Zaman, 45, and Shahid, 18. 

The victim’s widow, in her statement, told the police that her husband and son were asleep in the 

house late on Monday night when they heard loud noises. When they came out of the bedroom, 

they saw around 20 armed men in the compound. 

She claimed that unidentified gunmen shot the victims and then beheaded her husband’s body. 

The assailants took away the head with them, the widow said, claiming that it was a result of her 

husband’s government job. 

She said her family had no dispute with anyone and that her husband was employed with the 

Frontier Constabulary. 

Meanwhile, locals claimed that the assailants hung the head from a tree in the Bachki market area 

which was spotted by tribesmen in the morning who then informed the police. 

The police shifted the bodies to the district headquarters hospital in Bannu city for medico-legal 

formalities. 

A case has been registered against unknown assailants at the Janikhel police station. 

Tribal elder killed 

In Mirali subdivision of North Waziristan district, a tribal leader, identified as Malik Alamgir 

Khan, was shot dead by unknown assailants when he was going to his village, Hyder Khel. 

The attack came a day after a local was killed in the Tapi area of the district. The attacker was also 

killed after the victim’s relatives chased him. 

Three ‘militants’ killed 

In Dera Ismail Khan, three alleged militants were gunned down, while a top police official 

survived an attack on his convoy on Tuesday. 

According to the police, the alleged militants were killed in a joint operation by the police and 

security agencies in Girah Mastan village of Dera Ismail Khan. 
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A district police spokesman said the operation was jointly conducted by the Counter-Terrorism 

Department, security agencies and local police on information about the presence of militants in 

the area. 

As the forces circled in on their hideout, the militants opened fire. In the ensuing gunbattle, three 

alleged militants were killed who were later identified as Munib, Junaid and Shaukat, belonging 

to the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan Gandapur group, according to the police. 

In Khoi Barah area of Darazinda tehsil, District Police Officer (DPO) Muhammad Shoaib 

remained unhurt in an attack targeting his convoy. 

A constable travelling with the squad was injured and several vehicles were damaged in the 

attack. 

According to a police spokesman, DPO Shoaib was on a visit to check security measures for the 

ongoing polio campaign in Darazinda tehsil when his convoy came under attack. 

As the convoy reached the Basic Health Unit in Khoi Bhara, militants opened indiscriminate fire, 

the spokesman added. 

The police promptly retaliated, but the attackers managed to flee. 

Later, police and security personnel cordoned off the area and started a search operation to track 

down the attackers. 

Haji Pazir Gul in North Waziristan and Mohammad Irfan Mughal in Dera Ismail Khan 

contributed to this report 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 7, 2022 
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US to tighten noose around TTP, IS-K: 

State Dept 

 The United States has pledged to further tighten the noose around militant groups such as the 

Islamic State-Khorasan (IS-K) and the outlawed Tehreek-i-Taliban Pak­­istan (TTP), as the two 

terrorist outfits step up their activities in Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

“We have seen the reports that IS-K has claimed responsibility for the attack,” a US State 

Department spokesperson told Dawn on Wednesday, days after militants targeted Pakistan’s 

Chargé d’Affaires Ubaid Nizamani in Kabul and severely injured an embassy guard, who 

shielded the diplomat. 

“We remain committed to further degrading Al Qaeda, IS-K, TTP, and other terrorist groups that 

pose a threat to the US and our partners and allies,” the spokesperson added. 

Last month, the TTP also ended its ceasefire agreement with the government of Pakistan and 

began attacking several targets inside the country. 

Earlier this month, Washington had declared four TTP and South Asian Al Qaeda leaders as 

global terrorists and vowed to use its full might against all Afghanistan-based terror groups. 

The next day, US State Department Spokesperson Ned Price told reporters that the US was deeply 

concerned by the attack on the Pakistani diplomat in Kabul and called for “a full and transparent 

investigation” into the failed assassination attempt. 

In an earlier statement, another US State Department official said the militants operating in 

Afghanistan were a common enemy and the US and Pakistan “have a shared interest” in 

combating them. The official also pledged support for Pakistan’s anti-terror efforts against these 

groups. 

Shuja Nawaz, a US-based Pakistani defence expert, told Dawn: “It is in the interest of both 

Pakistan and the US to continue collaborating in monitoring and eliminating TTP and IS-K 

operations in Afghanistan.” 

“Pakistan needs to take a firm position on the use of Afghan soil as sanctuary by the militants. 

Hold Afghanistan responsible for any attack originating from its territory and retaliate swiftly 

and firmly,” he added. 
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In a recent report, the US Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) pointed out that IS-K “has grown 

in strength since the US withdrawal from Afghanistan last year, doubling its strength from 2,000 

to 4,000 fighters. Almost half of the fighters are from Pakistan.” 

Sharing Pakistan’s concerns on this issue, US officials have said they do not want militants to turn 

Afghanistan into a hub once again and use its territory to launch another 9/11-like attack. 

According to the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), Washington, IS-K is an 

offshoot of the Islamic State in Iraq and Levant group, which itself was formed by disgruntled Al 

Qaeda activists. 

IS-K was set up in January 2015 at the height of Islamic State power in Iraq and Syria, before its 

self-declared caliphate was defeated and dismantled by a US-led coalition. 

The group recruits both Afghan and Pakistani fighters, especially defecting members of the 

Afghan Taliban and TTP who don’t see their own organisations as strong enough to carry 

forward their militant mission of creating a new Islamic state in Khorasan. 

The term “Khorasan” refers to a historical region covering parts of modern-day Afghanistan, 

Pakistan and India. 

The group initially included Pakistan, until a separate Pakistan section was declared in May 2019. 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 8, 2022 
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Bannu beheading 

IN the brutal world of militancy, there are few rules, and the most blood-curdling of methods are 

applied to spread terror. The reported beheading of a Frontier Constabulary soldier in Bannu is 

an instant red flag for the authorities, who need to act fast to contain the terrorist threat. 

According to the chilling account of the martyred soldier’s wife, Rehman Zaman and his son were 

gunned down while they slept when around 20 armed militants stormed their house. The widow 

says the terrorists then proceeded to behead Zaman, telling her the gruesome act was committed 

due to the victim’s “government job”. 

Eyewitnesses told this paper that the martyred soldier’s head was later found hanging from a tree 

in a local market. This was not the only act of militant violence that has afflicted KP over the last 

few days. Police claimed killing three TTP militants in Dera Ismail Khan while fighters also 

attacked a police convoy in the same area. 

A little-known group called the Ittehadul Mujahideen Khorasan has claimed responsibility for 

the grotesque beheading. In the past, the TTP has also employed this reprehensible tactic against 

security men as well as civilian hostages. 

Beheadings have also been used by the Afghan Taliban — the TTP’s ideological brethren — with 

the former employing this gory tactic against ex-members of the Afghan army as well as IS-K 

fighters. The intent behind the outrage in Bannu appears clear: spread terror amongst security 

personnel as well as civilians so that no one dares resist the militant onslaught. 

However, the state must take up the cudgels and neutralise this barbarism before it spreads. After 

the collapse of the TTP ceasefire last week, the terrorist group has upped its violent activities. 

The new army chief, while on a tour of KP positions on Tuesday, vowed to stamp out terrorism, 

and in the wake of these bloody incidents, the need for an effective counterterrorism strategy 

targeting all violent groups cannot be overstated. 

Those responsible for Rehman Zaman’s brutal killing need to be tracked down and brought to 

justice, while the civilian and military arms of the state must launch a relentless campaign to 

cleanse the affected areas of terrorism. 

This can come in the form of intelligence-based operations, as well as kinetic actions. Whatever 

shape the actions take, under no circumstances should the militants be allowed to establish their 

reign of terror in KP and the rest of Pakistan. 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 8, 2022 
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A targeted killing 

IF there were any doubts about a sinister, transnational plot to kill journalist Arshad Sharif, the 

592-page report submitted on Wednesday to the five-judge Supreme Court bench by the 

investigation team looking into the murder should have laid them to rest. The task now is to 

uncover those who ordered what the two investigators, senior officials from IB and FIA, 

concluded was a “planned targeted assassination”, and bring them to book. According to the 

report, the involvement of “characters in Kenya, Dubai and Pakistan” cannot be ruled out. The 

scope of the investigation is vast, and it will require painstaking work that builds upon the wealth 

of information gleaned thus far. And who knows what inconvenient truths it could unmask? Mr 

Sharif’s trenchant analysis of political developments in the last few months of his life may have 

earned him some powerful enemies, something that his mother indicated in the application she 

has filed before the court. 

If the well-known anchor was silenced on account of the views he expressed, it signals a new low 

for the environment in which the media works in the country. For it means that a journalist with 

a target on his or her back, which is bad enough a situation to be in, remains in mortal danger 

despite fleeing abroad. The investigating officers who travelled to Kenya in late October on a two-

week fact-finding visit have uncovered some startling facts and inconsistencies. For instance, 

Waqar Ahmed who hosted Mr Sharif in Kenya had connections within the Kenyan intelligence 

service as well as Pakistani and other international spy agencies, which may have been why he 

handed over the victim’s cell phone and iPad to a member of the Kenyan intelligence, rather than 

the local police. The report also notes discrepancies in the account given by the Kenyan police — 

who claimed to have fired upon the vehicle in which the journalist was travelling — and the 

ballistic evidence the Pakistani investigators were able to view. There were, moreover, significant 

inconsistencies in statements given to the fact-finding team by the owner of the channel where 

Mr Sharif was last working. In short, there is much that the special JIT, constituted by the 

government on the Supreme Court’s directives, can build upon. This heinous crime must be 

solved. Neither the court, nor journalists’ bodies — both Pakistani and international — must 

allow the brazen murder of yet another mediaperson to go unpunished. 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 9, 2022 
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Homeland security dept' on the cards 

 

 The National Counter Terrorism Authority’s (Nacta) board of governors held its first meeting 

after a gap of two years and planned to establish an organisation at the federal level that would 

be similar to the Homeland Security Department in the US. 

The long hiatus has ended days after the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) ended ceasefire with 

the government and just ahead of the anniversary of the Army Public School (APS) Peshawar 

attack on December 16, 2014 -- the massacre in which the terrorist body claimed the responsibility 

of 149 people embracing martyrdom, including 132 schoolchildren. 

In its over two-year long slumber, Kabul was taken over by the Afghan Taliban and according to 

a report of Pakistan Institute of Peace Studies (Pips), the country witnessed a record 51% increase 

in the number of terrorist attacks in a year --between August 15, 2021 and August 14, 2022 -- with 

433 people embracing martyrdom and 719 injured in 250 attacks across the country. 

Attacks on Chinese nationals and their government's interests also increased during this period. 

China had expressed concerns over the security of its nationals in Pakistan. 

Not holding a meeting of the authority's board of governors is against Section 6(4) of the Nacta 

Act 2013. 

The section makes it mandatory that the “board may meet as and when required but it shall meet 

at least once in each quarter of a year”. 

An official, who attended the only third board of governors meeting held since its inception in 

2009 and when it was given administrative and financial autonomy in 2013, regretted that the 

delay in holding the huddle by respective governments reflected the non-seriousness and 

indifference to the threat of insurgency and terrorism. 
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He revealed that the most important outcome of the meeting was the proposal to create an 

organisation at the federal level, saying it would work just like the Homeland Security 

Department operated in the US. 

He, however, refrained himself from confirming that the TTP ending the ceasefire and attacks on 

Chinese nationals had pushed the authorities concerned to convene the Nacta board of governors 

meeting. 

At a time when there has been a surge of terrorist activities necessitating greater coordination of 

the interior ministry with all the stakeholders through Nacta on a war footing, Interior Minister 

Rana Sanaullah, who chaired the meeting, could not help but admitting that it was “very 

unfortunate” that the authority’s board of governors had not held a meeting for two years. 

The interior minister noted that terrorism and extremism were a serious matter and the 

government needed to take a more responsible attitude. 

He directing the authorities that Nacta should be restructured in line with its core goals and 

objectives; necessary legislation required for its restructuring should be completed soon; and it 

should be transformed to an active and effective organisation for the elimination of terrorism and 

extremism. 

Since the TTP ended its ceasefire, it has stepped up violence, carrying out nearly 60 bomb and 

gun attacks in the previous month alone, including one on Nov 16 in which six policemen 

embraced martyrdom in Lakki Marwat district. 

An official, who attended the meeting, noted that the authority's two-year-long slumber was also 

an indication that the previous civil and military rulers’ focus was more on politics instead of 

dealing with issues like terrorism and achieving the targets set in the National Action Plan and 

Nacta Act of 2013. 

According to an official statement, the interior minister chaired Nacta’s 3rd board of governors 

meeting. 

It read that Nacta’s National Coordinator Muhammad Tahir Rai briefed the board about structure 

and functions of the authority. 

It added that all administrative and financial proposals submitted by the national coordinator 

were discussed in detail and approved unanimously by all the board members. 

During the meeting, it read, Rai proposed restructuring of Nacta within the current statutory 

mandate and most importantly, creation of a department at the federal level. 

Though Sanaullah regretted the fact that no meeting was held for two years, the interior 

ministry’s statement read that he had expressed his “satisfaction” over Nacta’s performance in 

countering extremism and terrorism. 
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The statement added that various proposals on restructuring of Nacta and making it an effective 

organisation were discussed in the meeting. 

The statement read that Sanaullah emphasised the need for Nacta playing a key role in 

formulating data-driven policies and strategies to support the law enforcement agencies in 

defeating terrorism. 

The minister appreciated the coordinated efforts of Nacta for countering financing for terrorism 

in the context of Pakistan’s recent removal from FATF’s grey list. 

He stressed upon the need to make preparations of highest level, as there was resurgence of 

terrorism on the western borders. 

“Unfortunately, this region has been in a conflict zone for the last 40 years,” the statement quoted 

Sanaullah as saying. 

Federal Power Minister Khurram Dastgir, ANP Senator Hidayatullah Khan, PML-N Senator 

Rana Maqbool Ahmad; federal secretaries of interior, defence, law and justice and finance 

division; director generals of the Intelligence Bureau, Federal Investigation Agency, Inter-

Services Intelligence, Military Intelligence and police chiefs and home secretaries of all provinces 

attended the meeting as members of the Nacta board of governors. 

Separately, Nacta has told a Senate panel that the TTP had gained considerable ground and 

increased its footprint and magnitude of activities in the country during the process of peace 

talks. 

The authority presented its findings to the participants of a huddle of the Senate Standing 

Committee on Interior. 

In a report submitted to the Senate panel, the authority said peace talks had emboldened the 

militants and their presence in Swat could be attributed to their efforts to gain the pulse of locals 

and response by the State. 

It noted that the US withdrawal from Afghanistan last year gave impetus to the TTP activities 

with its base intact in the neighbouring country. 

“Overall rise in the terrorism index is being witnessed,” it added. 

Nacta pointed out four recent terror incidents in Pakistan that the TTP had claimed responsibility 

for. They included: 

In August 2022, TTP militants held LEAs hostage in Swat’s district Matta and released them after 

12 hours. 

In September 2022, militants fired on police in Swat. 
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The TTP also claimed responsibility for an IED attack on a vehicle in which a member of the Peace 

Committee and two policemen were killed.The abduction of seven cellular company staff 

members and demand of Rs10 million ransom. 

The Nacta report further read that strong protests by all segments of the society in Swat was a 

good development. “The locals, especially the political leadership active against the militants, 

need to be supported and protected through institutional management,” it added. 

Nacta stressed the need for the monitoring of morphing in the local population in adjoining areas 

and collective efforts of the security apparatus to counter the presence of militants in the area. 

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE DECEMBER 9, 2022 
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Police believed to be Pakistan’s most 

corrupt sector: TI survey 

According to an annual survey, the police are perceived to be the most corrupt sector at the 

national level followed by tendering and contracting, judiciary and education as the second, 

third and fourth, respectively. 

Transparency International (TI) Pakistan on Friday released the results of the National 

Corruption Perception Survey 2022 (NCPS) — the seventh in a series for the past 21 years — as 

the world marks International Anti-Corruption Day. 

The police ranked the highest in the previous year’s survey as well. 

The provincial breakdown of the three “most corrupt” sectors revealed that education in Sindh 

was believed to be the most corrupt sector; the police came in at second, while tendering and 

contracting was the third. 

In Punjab, police again came in first, while tendering and contracting came in second followed 

by the judiciary. 

In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the judiciary was perceived to be the most corrupt sector, followed by 

tendering and contracting and the police at second and third, respectively. 

In Balochistan, tendering and contracting took the lead followed by the police and judiciary at 

the second and third spot, respectively. 

TI Pakistan Chairman Justice (retd) Zia Pervez said that the 2022 survey had been entrusted to its 

partner organisations with the objective to enhance the credibility of the NCPS and to develop 

knowledge of partner organisations on public survey mechanisms. 

He hoped that the results of the survey would be utilised by various government departments to 

implement reforms. 

“This will help in reducing corruption and making the lives of the public a little better,” he said. 

‘45pc consider anti-graft institutions ineffective’ 

At the national level, 45pc of the survey-takers considered the role of anti-graft institutions as 

“ineffective” in curbing corruption in the country. 

In Sindh, only 35pc of Pakistanis considered the role of the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) 

effective in combating corruption. In KP, 61pc considered the role of “none of the anti-corruption 
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institutions” to be effective in curbing corruption, followed by Balochistan (58pc) and Punjab 

(31pc). 

Pakistanis at the national level continued to believe that corruption in public service delivery was 

high. According to the survey, the three most corrupt public services were contracts of roads 

(40pc), access to uninterrupted electricity (28pc) and access to clean drinking water (17pc). 

In Sindh, Punjab and Balochistan, maintenance of roads topped the list of public service delivery 

perceived by the citizens to be most corrupt. While in KP, majority of the citizens (47pc) 

considered access to uninterrupted electricity to be the most corrupt public service delivery. 

Separately, the survey also found that the three most important causes of corruption at the 

national level were: “delayed decisions” in corruption cases (31pc), use of state institutions by 

governments for their personal gain (26pc) and government incompetence (19pc). 

The citizens of Sindh and Punjab considered the “use of state institutions by governments for 

their personal gain” as the most potent reason for corruption in Pakistan, at 43pc and 29pc 

respectively. 

In KP and Balochistan, the people considered a “delay in decisions of corruption cases” as the 

main reason for corruption in the country, at 43pc and 32pc respectively. 

Moreover, 33pc of Pakistanis at the national level believe that as a measure to prevent corruption, 

the crime should be punishable by life imprisonment, according to the survey. 

Further, 28pc think that all government officials, politicians, military officers and judges should 

disclose their assets to the public, while another 25pc say that corruption cases should be heard 

by anti-corruption courts, NAB and the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) on a daily basis and 

decided within six months. 

In Sindh, 39pc of citizens believe that in order to curb corruption, cases should be heard in NAB, 

FIA and anti-corruption courts on a daily basis and decided in six months. 

Citizens in Punjab (32pc) and KP (38pc) feel that corruption should be punishable by lifetime 

imprisonment. 

While in Balochistan, 33pc said that in order to control corruption, the government should 

immediately make it mandatory for all officials, politicians, military officers judges to disclose 

their assets to the public. 

Local NGOs thought to be effective during flood response 

The NCPS also shed a light on the devastating floods during the monsoon season this year by 

emphasising the need for transparency and accountability in the utilisation of funds for the 

floods. 
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At a national level, about 62pc of Pakistanis considered the role of local non-governmental 

organisations (NGOs) as effective and better during the recent floods. 

The percentage of people in each province who thought that the local NGOs had worked well 

during the flood response was as follows: 52pc in Balochistan, 54pc in Punjab, 62pc in Sindh and 

79pc in KP. 

Additionally, a vast majority of Pakistanis at the national level — 70pc — believed that the funds 

were not distributed transparently. The provincial breakdown showed 62pc of citizens in Punjab, 

67pc in Sindh, 68pc in Punjab, and 82pc in KP were of this opinion. 

A whopping 60pc of the survey-takers at a national level thought that the flood donations and 

relief efforts made by NGOs should be made more transparent. The province breakdown came 

to 64pc in Sindh, 60pc in Punjab, 75pc in KP and 40pc in Balochistan. 

Further, 88pc of the population at a national level believed that details of the donations and 

expenditures of all NGOs should be publicly available on their websites. The provincial 

breakdown came in as 86pc in Sindh, 93pc in Punjab, 92pc in KP and 90pc in Balochistan. 

Lack of transparency, information 

A significant amount of the population, 77pc, at a national level found it difficult to obtain public 

information from public bodies under right to information laws. 

The provincial breakdown came in at 87pc in Sindh, 83pc in Punjab, 71pc in KP and 68pc in 

Balochistan. 

This coincided with 66pc, at a national level, who said that the government did not take any 

corrective action to redress their complaints. At the provincial level, in 57pc in Sindh, 70pc in 

Punjab, 70pc in KP and 67pc in Balochistan were unsatisfied with the government’s actions to 

address their complaints. 

A majority of Pakistanis at a national level, 64pc, believed that the country had not benefitted 

from the agreement with the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

In Sindh, 58pc thought Pakistan had benefitted from the agreement. But 70pc in Punjab, 67pc in 

KP and 76 in Balochistan thought otherwise. 

Further, 54pc of Pakistanis at a national level believed that the reporting of news channels was 

biased. The survey, however, showed that 61pc in KP and 53pc in Balochistan thought the 

opposite. 

In Sindh and Punjab, 72pc and 59pc, respectively, considered the reporting of news channels to 

be biased. 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 9, 2022 
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One dead, 7 injured in blast in 

Balochistan’s Awaran 

 
A blast was reported outside a shopping mall in Balochistan’s Awaran. 

 

One person lost his life and seven were injured when an explosive went off outside a shopping 

mall in Balochistan’s Awaran district, police said. 

Ali Akbar, an official of the Awaran police station, told Dawn.com that early investigations 

suggest that the blast was caused by an improvised explosive device (IED). 

He added that the wounded, which include women and children, have been taken to the District 

Headquarters Hospital. 

Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Abdul Quddus Bizenjo, in a statement issued immediately after 

the blast, condemned the incident and extended condolences for the deceased. 

He directed the authorities to provide the best medical treatment to the injured. 
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“Cowardly terrorists targeted innocent children and other citizens including women. The people 

of Balochistan look at these perpetrators with hatred,” Bizenjo said, adding that terrorists who 

“create an atmosphere of terror” were the enemies of the province. 

Meanwhile, Adviser to Balochistan Chief Minister on Home Mir Ziaullah Langove has instructed 

authorities to expedite relief work at the blast site. 

“An attack on innocent citizens is the most cowardly act and no religion in the world allows it,” 

he said, adding that the entire nation was united to eradicate terrorism from every part of the 

country. 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 10, 2022  
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Nacta’s findings 

BEFORE the TTP ended its ceasefire with the state last week, many, including this paper, had 

felt that the terrorist group was using negotiations simply to buy time and re-energise itself 

before it returned to its violent ways. 

A recent document authored by the National Counter-Terrorism Authority has proved these fears 

correct. As reported on Friday, Nacta’s analysis, presented to the Senate Committee on Interior, 

says that the peace process initiated by the then PTI-led government last year had “emboldened” 

the TTP, and that the group used the period to expand its footprint. 

Moreover, the authority says that the banned group was testing the waters in Swat, to see how 

the public and the state would react to its presence. It termed the massive pro-peace rallies by 

KP’s people as a positive development, adding that at present the militants were lying low due 

to action taken by the security forces. The PTI administration, as well as the security 

establishment, apparently wanted to give peace a chance by talking to the militants. The process 

continued when the PDM government took power in April, but clearly, due to the TTP’s 

untenable demands — such as the reversal of ex-Fata’s merger with KP, and the release of 

hardened militants — the negotiations were destined to fail. It had been rightly argued that the 

TTP were not genuinely interested in peace, and that the demands they had set amounted to the 

surrender of the state before an armed group. Nacta’s findings have only confirmed these 

concerns. Now it is back to the battlefield for the militants as well as the state. In a related 

development, the US has said it will not let Afghan soil be used against Pakistan, as the TTP have 

found shelter in Afghan Taliban-ruled territory. But just how Washington intends to do this is 

unclear, unless this means more ‘over-the-horizon’ attacks on the TTP and IS-K in Afghanistan. 

The foremost challenge before the state is, of course, keeping the peace, and ensuring that a new 

TTP-inspired reign of terror does not engulf the country in these times of multiple crises. Yet 

more long-term thinking is needed to formulate a plan to deal with diverse militant threats. 

Beyond the immediate — but short-term — reactions such as kinetic operations, how should the 

nation deal with armed groups, whether it is religious extremists like the TTP or Baloch 

separatists? A constant state of war is unsustainable, and dialogue is ideally the solution. There 

should, of course, be critical red lines. For example, demands such as dismemberment of the state 

or upending of the constitutional order cannot be met, while terrorists responsible for the 

massacre of innocents must be brought to justice. But beyond this, a mix of talks with those ready 

to renounce violence, countering violent extremism, rehabilitation and social justice delivery 

seems to be a plausible way forward. 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 11, 2022 
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Child trafficking 

WHAT does it say about our child protection laws and other relevant legislation when a 14-year-

old girl is abducted and sold thrice before being able to escape her captors and return home? Her 

ordeal indicates — as the court correctly pointed out — that kidnapping gangs are operating with 

total impunity. Further horrifying details emerged in the victim’s statement to the Sindh High 

Court on Friday. She said she had seen around 15 teenage girls at the house of one of those 

accused of her kidnapping. The court, while hearing the bail plea of another suspect booked for 

allegedly abducting the underage girl to force her into marriage, has directed the interior ministry 

to form a JIT to thoroughly investigate the issue of child trafficking. It is about time the criminal 

justice system came to grips with the terrible things happening to our minors and took proactive 

steps to prevent these crimes and support the victims. Therefore, it is encouraging that despite 

the girl in the case at hand not having made an allegation of forced marriage or rape, the court 

has held that further investigation is warranted. 

It has been seen in far too many cases of alleged child abduction and forced marriage of minors 

that courts do not probe deep enough to ascertain the truth, leaving the victims vulnerable to 

further abuse and sexual exploitation. In the earlier stages of the Dua Zehra case, for instance, 

despite her parents providing verifiable evidence of their daughter being underage, a magistrate 

in Lahore accepted her statement that she was an adult and allowed her to go with her ‘husband’. 

An HRCP report published this year describes Pakistan as a “source, transit and destination 

country for trafficking”. This appears to be no exaggeration. Consider that in February 2022, 

Punjab police stated that 151 girls and young women, all abducted from Sargodha, had been 

recovered from various parts of the province since Jan 5 alone. It is not enough to legislate: 

implementation is key. 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 12, 2022 
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A dark day 

EIGHT years ago today, the trail of terror and destruction wreaked across this country since 

nearly a decade before reached its apotheosis in the Army Public School, Peshawar, attack. As 

the horror unfolded on television screens across the country, distraught parents could be seen 

milling at the school gates, their children at the mercy of pitiless assailants on a rampage inside 

the premises. 

By the time the sound of gunfire and explosions from within had fallen silent and the militants 

killed, nearly 150 people had lost their lives, 132 of them minors. It was the worst terrorist attack 

in Pakistan, its impact all the more searing because of the tender age of most of the victims. To a 

traumatised nation, it seemed life could never again be the same. 

The PML-N government almost immediately called a multiparty conference to arrive at a 

consensus on the way ahead. What emerged from the moot was the National Action Plan — a 20-

point blueprint (subsequently revised) for rooting out extremism. 

It was a whole-of-society approach meant to complement the military operation that had already 

begun targeting TTP strongholds in the northern areas some six months earlier. 

But here we are, on the eighth anniversary of the APS carnage, bracing for militant attacks once 

again. Failure to implement the NAP in its true spirit and the lacklustre follow-up on reforms and 

institution-building — of Nacta in particular — that was to reinforce what was essentially a 

laundry list of things to do, is much to blame. 

Instead, the state put its weight behind measures that gave the appearance of robust action 

against militancy, such as setting up military courts and lifting the moratorium on the death 

penalty. 

The orgy of state-sanctioned violence that followed only underscored the dysfunctionality of our 

criminal justice system, which is yet to see wide-ranging reforms — one of NAP’s 20 points. 

Action against violent extremist groups only happened in earnest after FATF placed Pakistan on 

its grey list, from which it has only recently been taken off. Some high-profile militants meanwhile 

‘escaped’ from the state’s custody or, more recently, were handed over to the Afghan Taliban in 

an effort to revive ‘negotiations’ with the TTP. 

Those on-again off-again talks predictably came to naught, having only given an advantage to 

the TTP — as recently stated in a Nacta report. More difficult to comprehend was the state’s 

refusal to acknowledge the revival in militancy, despite massive public rallies in Swat and the 

tribal districts demanding action against these elements. 
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The people’s refusal to countenance being terrorised once again by violent extremists is a positive 

development. But the current political divide is unlike any ever before. At the MPC called after 

the APS attack, political leaders across the board, including Nawaz Sharif and Imran Khan, sat 

down together to confer. That is the kind of maturity we need from the political leadership today. 

Are they capable of it? 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 16, 2022 
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4 cops martyred, as many injured in 

midnight siege of police station in KP's 

Lakki Marwat 

 
Funeral of the four martyred policemen was held at Lakki police line. 

Militants attacked the Burgi police station in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa's Lakki Marwat, leaving 

four policemen dead and injuring as many, according to a police official. 

“At midnight, militants attacked the police station and tried to enter the building," Lakki Police 

spokesperson Shahid Hameed told Dawn.com, adding that more than 60 policemen were on duty 

at that time. 

He said that the policemen engaged the militants for almost 45 minutes after which the attackers 

escaped, taking advantage of the darkness. 

Hameed pointed out that the police station is situated in a far-flung area and takes almost one-

and-a-half hours to reach from Lakki city. 
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While no group has taken responsibility for the attack, the police suspect the banned Tehreek-i-

Taliban Pakistan (TTP) as the group is known to operate in the area. 

Funerals for the slain policemen were held at the Lakki police line on Sunday morning, which 

were attended by Regional Police Officer Bannu Syed Ashfaq Anwar, District Police Officer 

Ziauddin and senior military and civil officials. 

 

Condemnations 

President Dr Arif Alvi and Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif strongly condemned the terrorist 

attack. 

The president expressed the resolve of continuing efforts to completely eliminate the remnants of 

terrorism, according to a press release from the President's Secretariat Press Wing. 

PM Shehbaz said the entire nation saluted the "huge sacrifices" of police officers and soldiers in 

their fight against terrorism. 

Paying tribute to the "supreme sacrifices" of the police personnel, PM Shehbaz said, "terrorists 

were the open enemies" of the nation. “Those who have been shielding the nation against 

terrorists are our heroes,” said a statement from the Prime Minister's Office. 
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The prime minister further said the elimination of terrorists, their supporters, and facilitators was 

the "national priority". 

 

He also urged the KP government to provide a compensation package to the families of martyred 

police personnel. 

President Alvi and PM Shehbaz expressed their condolences to the bereaved families and prayed 

for the high ranks of the departed souls and the early recovery of the injured. 

Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari also condemned the martyrdom of police personnel by 

the terrorists. 

 

“Attacks on security forces and police personnel in KP are worrying,” he said. “Terrorists should 

be chased and brought to justice.” 
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He expressed sympathy with the martyred policemen’s families. FM Bilawal also prayed for the 

speedy recovery of the injured personnel. 

KP Chief Minister Mahmood Khan condemned the attack and offered his condolences while 

wishing the injured a speedy recovery, according to a press handout. 

He also asked the inspector general of police for a report on the incident and directed that the 

injured police officials be provided with the best medical aid. 

Interior Minister Rana Sanaullah prayed for the martyrs' families to have patience during the 

tough time. 

He also took a jibe at the KP chief minister saying, "CM should seriously give attention to the law 

and order situation (in KP); he should spend more time in his province and less in Zaman Park 

(PTI Chairman Imran Khan's residence)." 

The PML-N leader reprimanded Mahmood, asking him to "fulfil the responsibilities of protecting 

the people's lives and belongings rather than becoming an instrument of sedition", referring to 

his support for Imran. 

Sanaullah expressed his concern, "If attacks are taking place on the police, then what would be 

the condition of the public's protection?" 

He asserted that the federal government is ready to "help and cooperate" with the KP government 

in "every possible way". 

 

Former president Asif Ali Zardari condemned the attack as well, expressing condolences to the 

martyred police officials' families, according to the PPP's official Twitter account. 
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Highlighting that the "increase in terrorism incidents in KP was concerning", he demanded strict 

measures to be taken to suppress terrorists. 

 

The TTP called off its ceasefire agreement with the government on Nov 28, ordering its militants 

to stage attacks across the country, according to a statement from the outfit. 

The statement said that the TTP's decision was taken after "a series of non-stop attacks were 

launched by the military organisations in Bannu's Lakki Marwat district". 

Early this month, the Nacta told a Senate panel that the peace talks with the proscribed outfit 

"emboldened" it and allowed it to regroup. 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 18, 2022 
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Drastic rise observed in human 

trafficking cases 

 
Human trafficking can be found in any country, and its victims can be nearly anyone, experts say.  

 Whether it is due to a policing failure or traffickers successfully exploiting the unemployment 

and economic situation of the country, human trafficking has seen an upsurge in the past few 

years. 

According to data obtained by the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA), men, women, children, 

and transgender individuals have all fallen victims to human trafficking in the past three years. 

Furthermore, the data shows an upward trend - meaning that the illegal transport of Pakistanis 

across transnational borders to exploit them for profit has increased. 

For instance, in the country’s most populous province, Punjab, the reported trafficking cases 

stood at 6, whereas in 2022 this number has ballooned to 217 - a staggering 3,517% increase. 

Similarly, in Sindh, there were 6 cases reported in 2020 and this year the number stands at a 

mammoth 434 human trafficking cases - an increase of more than 7,000%. On the other hand in 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (K-P), the reported cases have fallen from 71 in 2021 to 61 in 2022. In 
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Balochistan, there were 4 cases reported in all of 2020, this number rose to 87 in 2021, and this 

year it has fallen to 38. 

Meanwhile, in Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT), the total reported cases of trafficking stood at 5 

in 2020 and have risen to 26 in 2022. All in all, the FIA has recorded 1,300 cases of human 

trafficking from 2020 to 2022 - the overall numbers up until October of 2022 show that 7,000 

individuals have fallen victim to trafficking, as per the records. 

Legal expert and an activist, Abdullah Malik, who is based in Lahore, commenting on the drastic 

upsurge, said that different human rights organisations have been warning about Pakistan’s 

growing human trafficking crisis over the years but to no avail. “We have been asking for stricter 

airport checks, an increased involvement of the foreign office and embassies but the government 

has not paid much attention to the issue,” Malik remarked. 

On the other hand, Imran Akhter Miskeen, an economist based in the city, was of the view that 

trafficking would further rise in the country because people were so desperate to move out of 

Pakistan. 

“The rising unemployment and the battered economy mean that traffickers can easily manipulate 

people. They can sell the youth lies about better opportunities abroad and the next thing you 

know the youth is being illegally transported across the border,” Miskeen opined. 

Former director general of the FIA, Syed Tahsin Anwar Ali Shah, when asked about the rise in 

trafficking, said that the main factors which contribute to the rise are inflation, unemployment, 

and unequal resource distribution. Shah was of the view that apart from the main factors, there 

was also a need to improve policing and effectively implement legislation made to curb human 

trafficking.“The FIA had previously created a red book in which there was a terrorist-style bounty 

placed on the heads of known traffickers. 

However, this practice eventually slowed down. If the proclaimed offenders named in the FIA 

Red Book are not caught, human trafficking in the country will not decrease,” Shah predicted. 

However, Additional Director General of the FIA, Ehsan Sadiq, was of the view that despite the 

rise of trafficking in the past few years, the FIA had managed to curb the practice. 

“Compared to the last two years, we have arrested more than 170 human traffickers. Many have 

been convicted and some are still in judicial custody. 

The process of arresting human traffickers included in the FIA Red Book is also ongoing,” Sadiq 

told The Express Tribune. 

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, DECEMBER 19, 2022 
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At least 13 injured in blast in 

Balochistan's Khuzdar 

 
An explosion was reported at the Umar Farooq Chowk in Balochistan’s Khuzdar. 

At least 13 people were injured in a blast near the Umar Farooq Chowk in Balochistan’s 

Khuzdar district, police officials said. 

Khuzdar Station House Officer (SHO) Muhammad Jan Sasoli, while confirming the blast, told 

Dawn.com that the explosive was attached to a motorcycle in the area. 

He said that the wounded have been moved to the District Headquarters Hospital, Khuzdar. 

"The police have reached the area and cordoned it off," Sasoli added. 

Earlier, the head constable of Khuzdar police station, Ali Khan, told Dawn.com that two injured 

persons were in critical condition. He also said that checkpoints have been set up in the city to 

arrest the suspects. 

Meanwhile, Balochistan Chief Minister Abdul Quddus Bizenjo condemned the attack and 

imposed an emergency in hospitals across the city. 
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"Terrorists who target innocent people are enemies of the nation. No religion or society gives 

permission for this bloodshed," he said in a statement. 

The minister further instructed the law enforcement agencies and administration to immediately 

arrest the perpetrators and increase security at the Khuzdar highway. 

Bizenjo also directed the provision of the best treatment to the injured people and prayed for their 

speedy recovery. 

Separately, Adviser to the Chief Minister for Home Mir Zia Langove summoned a report of the 

attack from the police and prayed for the speedy recovery of the wounded. 

"Police and law enforcement agencies are assessing the situation," he said, vowing that the 

government was determined to eliminate all "anti-peace elements". 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 19, 2022 
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Soldier, 2 civilians martyred in suicide 

blast in Miranshah 

A soldier and two civilians were martyred in a suicide blast in North Waziristan district’s 

Miranshah, the military’s media wing said. 

A press release from the Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR) identified the soldier as 33-year-

old Naik Abid from Mansehra. 

The ISPR added that one civilian was injured in the incident too. 

Today’s incident comes five days after a soldier and a civilian were martyred in a suicide blast in 

Miranshah on Wednesday. 

The deceased soldier was identified as 30-year-old Havaldar Muhammad Ameer. Moreover, nine 

civilians were injured as well, the ISPR had said. 

On Dec 5, at least five terrorists were killed and a soldier was martyred during an intelligence-

based operation in Jhallar Algad area of North Waziristan. 

According to the ISPR, troops effectively engaged the location of terrorists during an intense 

exchange of fire between security forces and terrorists. It added that weapons and ammunition 

were also recovered from the terrorists. 

“The terrorists remained actively involved in terrorist activities against security forces and killing 

of innocent citizens,” the ISPR had said. 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 19, 2022 
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IB sub-inspector martyred in Peshawar 

attack 

 A Sub-Inspector of the Intelligence Bureau (IB) was martyred in an attack occurred in the 

jurisdiction of Mathra police station. 

According to the police, Shaukat Mehboob, an IB Sub-Inspector, was on his way back home after 

buying essentials from the market when unidentified men opened fire at him. 

The officials said that the area had been cordoned off and a search operation was launched to 

trace the attackers. They said that empty shells were recovered from the crime scene. They said 

that the body was shifted to hospital for autopsy. 

Meanwhile, Lance Naik Sardar Khan of Frontier Constable (FC), who was martyred in a militant 

attack at the Manikhel checkpost in Bannu district, was laid to rest in his he ancestral graveyard 

in Battgram area of Charsadda on Monday. 

FC personnel presented a guard of honour at the martyr’s grave. 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 20, 2022 
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Militants storm Wana police station in 

South Waziristan, flee with weapons 

 
A damaged wall of the police station in Wana 

Dozens of armed militants stormed a police station in Wana and escaped after looting arms and 

ammunition, police have confirmed. 

Around 1am, militants armed with rocket launchers and heavy weapons forced their way into 

the police station, according to a cop, Rehman Wazir, who was inside at the time of the attack. 

He told Dawn that around 50 militants entered the station after blowing up the front gate. 

Heavily outnumbered in front of militants, around 20 policemen, including the station house 

officer, resisted for some time but were later taken hostage, another police official said. 

Videos shared on social media showed a heavy bombardment of rockets and grenades at the 

station in the dark of night. 
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The attackers fled with weapons in a police van after the attack. Local police said the militants 

only took away eight AK-47 rifles from the station. 

One police constable was injured, while an alleged militant was killed in the attack, sources said. 

The police constable, identified as Ilyas, was shifted to Wana hospital for treatment. 

According to sources, the alleged militant was gunned down in an exchange of fire with Frontier 

Corps (FC) personnel. His body was later recovered from the Baghicha area. 

The police station was briefly taken over by FC after the attack, but was later handed back to the 

cops by Tuesday afternoon. 

Police said more force was deployed to Wana from nearby areas and currently there were 100 

cops inside the station. 

The attack created panic in the area and locals expressed their dismay over it. Shakir Khan, a local 

elder, said ‘good and bad Taliban’ were the government’s creation and locals want nothing to do 

with them. “The public neither wants neither good nor bad Taliban. It wants the rule of law in 

their area,” he said. 

The police stations in North Waziristan and South Waziristan — two districts bordering 

Afghanistan — have been consistently targeted by militants over the past few months. 
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After a spate of attacks, police personnel vacated Raghzai and Khan Kot police stations close to 

the Pak-Afghan border. The withdrawal provided the militants with an open space to roam 

around the area and easily access areas such as Wana, according to sources. 

Two beheaded bodies found 

Two beheaded bodies were found in a watercourse in the Tank district on Tuesday, according to 

a police official. 

The bodies were dumped in the Tangi Dabak village in the remit of Jandola police station, an 

official told Dawn. 

According to officials from Jandola police station, the victims were identified as Shah Noor 

Bhettanni and his cousin Raheem Gul Bhettanni, residents of Kanazai village. 

Police said a paper was also found by the bodies which read: “It is a message from Taliban to 

everyone that spying would result in such a death.” A case was registered and investigation 

started. 

Along with the number of terrorist attacks, KP has also witnessed a surge in beheading incidents, 

allegedly by militants. 

On December 6, a Frontier Constabulary soldier was beheaded by unknown attackers in Janikhel 

town of Bannu district. Later, the locals claimed that the head was hung from a tree in the Bachki 

market area. In the second incident, the body of a man, allegedly beheaded by militants, was 

found in Zindi Akbar Khan area of Bannu district. In both cases, the militants claimed the 

deceased were “spies”. 

Muhammad Irfan Mughal in Dera Ismail Khan also contributed to this report 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 21, 2022 
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25 militants killed as forces secure CTD 

compound in Bannu 

 
Smoke rises from the Cantonment area in Bannu on December 20, 2022. 

• DG ISPR says three security officials martyred, 10 injured in ‘intense shootout’ with 

terrorists 

• Minister causes confusion with statement during joint session, quickly backtracks in 

subsequent NA sitting 

At least three security officials, including a subedar major who was taken hostage by militants 

holed up inside the Counter-Terrorism Depart­­ment (CTD) building in Bannu, were martyred 

as security forces secured the facility seized by Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) men. 

Speaking to Geo News, Inter-Services Public Rela­tions Director General Maj-Gen Ahmed Sharif 

said that 33 terrorists were under investigation in the CTD compound on Dec 18. “One of them 

snatched a weapon from a CTD officer and got his allies freed. They took hold of the weapons 

from the armoury and started firing, martyring a CTD officer while one was injured who later 

passed away.” 
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He said one officer of the security forces present inside the complex was taken hostage and other 

security personnel reached the site and surrounded the complex as soon as they heard the sound 

of firing. Gen Sharif said two terrorists were killed in the ensuing exchange of fire while three 

who tried to escape were arrested and two security personnel were injured as well. 

“Our forces surrounded the entire area and thwarted any attempt by the terrorists to escape. In 

the last 48 hours, there were all-out attempts for an unconditional surrender from the terrorists 

who were de­­manding safe passage to go to Afghanistan.” 

He said this demand was “completely rejected”. Gen Sharif added that because the terrorists were 

not ready to surrender their weapons, “forces started an operation on the CTD complex [on 

Tuesday] during which there was heavy exchange of fire and rooms were cleared out.” 

The DG said security personnel fought bravely and 25 terrorists were killed in the clash, three 

were arrested and seven surrendered to the forces. He said three security officers were martyred 

in the operation while 10, including three officers, were injured. “This operation is a testimony to 

the Pakistan Army’s bravery and mission against terrorism,” Gen Sharif added. 

‘Explosions and gunshots’ 

Residents said that they heard explosions and gunshots in the cantonment area as the operation 

began in earnest around noon. They said black smoke billowed above buildings in Cantt where 

the CTD facility was located. “The operation did not hamper the normal life in the city as people 

carried out routine work,” a resident added. 

Another resident said that shops and business centres in the city remained open throughout the 

day and people thronged bazaars for shopping. “Though the government-run and private 

educational institutions remained closed, government employees attended their offices located 

in the city.” 

Separately, an emergency was imposed in local hospitals by the administration which put doctors 

on red alert. “In the wake of the prevailing law and order situation in the district and to ensure 

instant medical cover in case of any untoward incident, medical emergency is hereby declared in 

the Khalifa Gul Nawaz Hospital (KGN) and District Headquarters Hospital,” said a notification 

issued by the deputy commissioner 

The mobile phone service also remained suspended in the cantonment, city, and surrounding 

areas while roads leading to the cantonment area and Miramshah Road had been closed for the 

last three days. 

Asif’s ‘faux pas’ 

Earlier in the day, Defence Minister Khawaja Asif made a faux pas when he flip-flopped over his 

remarks made in parliament regarding the Bannu operation. Mr Asif, during a joint session of 

parliament, claimed that all militants had been eliminated and the operation was successfully 
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concluded. However, minutes after the joint session, Mr Asif backtracked on his remarks during 

the subsequent National Assembly session. According to him, the Pakistan Army’s media wing 

would share details about the operation and subsequent causalities. 

Speaking at parliament’s joint session, Mr Asif claimed that all “33 militants” had been killed 

while at least two commandoes embraced martyrdom. Khawaja Asif said that all ‘detained 

terrorists’ were killed in the “successful operation”. He said security forces secured the release of 

all CTD officials and killed militants present inside the compound. “These 33 [militants] were 

under arrest and had a link with multiple [banned] groups,” he added. 

According to the minister, at least 33 terrorists were under arrest at the CTD compound and one 

of them managed to snatch a gun from an official after hitting him in the head with a brick. Mr 

Asif credited the military for the operation saying that the provincial government had “no role” 

in it. He added that a unit of SSG carried out the operation, in which 10-15 of its commandos were 

injured while two were martyred. He said the operation started at 12:30pm and the compound 

was cleared by 2:30pm. 

Mr Asif, pointing towards a rise in terror incidents in KP and Balochistan, said terrorist incidents 

have taken place in other provinces as well but there is clear evidence that terrorists from across 

the border or local outfits were more active in the above-mentioned provinces. 

North Waziristan lawmaker Mohsin Dawar also expressed concern over the law and order 

situation in KP and demanded the government revisit its Afghanistan policy. 

Zaki Abbas in Islamabad and Syed Talal Ahsan in Karachi also contributed to this report 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 21, 2022 
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An audacious attack 

WE are witnessing the rapid unravelling of Pakistan’s anti-terrorism policy, and can expect an 

escalating human and material cost. On Sunday, in their most audacious attack yet since late 

November when they called off their tenuous ceasefire with the government, 33 TTP militants 

detained inside the Bannu Counter-Terrorism Department centre managed to overpower their 

interrogators and take a number of law-enforcement personnel hostage. 

The militants in a video message initially demanded safe passage to Afghanistan for themselves; 

they later revised that to say they wanted to be moved to North or South Waziristan. After a 

stalemate lasting nearly 48 hours, the authorities decided to take the bull by the horns and went 

in with all guns blazing to free the hostages. 

All the militants on site were killed in the ensuing two-hour operation, while at least three SSG 

commandos were martyred. 

Despite the outcome, the fact that the militants were able to take hostage the very officials trained 

in counterterrorism is a symbolic win and a morale booster for the TTP. The violent extremist 

grouping has successfully exploited the weaknesses in the state’s approach. 

Pakistan conceding to talks with the TTP at the urging of the Afghan Taliban, once the 

cornerstone of the country’s ‘strategic depth’ policy, provided the militants with the opening they 

needed. 

Their intransigence on demands that Pakistan could not possibly accede to, such as reversing 

Fata’s merger with KP, indicated they were not interested in peace. Instead, they used the 

military-led ‘negotiations’ as a smokescreen to infiltrate KP and reinforce and resurrect sleeper 

cells in the province. 

Some TTP elements were allowed to return from Afghanistan to Swat as a ‘goodwill gesture’; 

although military forces denied it later, it was clear the outlaws met with no resistance in entering 

a part of KP not contiguous with Afghanistan. 

A Nacta report to a Senate committee earlier this month said that by their presence, the militants 

were trying to gauge “the pulse of the locals and response by the state”. 

From the huge rallies both in Swat and the tribal districts demanding action against the resurgent 

TTP, it was clear what the people wanted. But the state continued to gaslight them, with the 

military’s media wing dismissing the threat as “exaggerated” and the KP government insisting 

all was well. 
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Given the perilous security situation, the province’s CTD is woefully underprepared for what lies 

ahead. 

According to a recent intelligence report, it spends less than 4pc of its budget on operations, with 

zero allocation for procurement, and its human resource is described as “poor, untrained and 

very ill-equipped”. 

Now that the TTP has made ingress in areas from where it had been expelled in kinetic operations 

some years back, they will not give up without a fight. And the cost of myopic policymaking in 

the corridors of power will once again be borne by ordinary Pakistanis. 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 21, 2022 
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CT strategy 

AS an incipient wave of terrorism — fuelled primarily by the TTP — starts spreading across 

Pakistan, particularly affecting the settled and tribal districts of KP, the administration finally 

seems to have woken up to the grave nature of the threat. In a statement on Wednesday, Prime 

Minister Shehbaz Sharif promised to clamp down on terrorism, and pledged to “fully implement” 

the National Action Plan and equip KP’s Counter-Terrorism Department with the tools and 

facilities needed to fight militancy. Considering the steadily rising cases of terrorism over the last 

few weeks, it would be fair to ask why the civilian and military leaderships didn’t arrive at these 

conclusions earlier, when civil society, particularly the residents of the militancy-affected areas, 

were calling upon the state to protect them from the emerging threat. However, perhaps better 

late than never; there is still time to neutralise the monster of militancy before it spreads its 

tentacles any further. It took the deadly siege of the Bannu CTD facility by TTP fighters to 

apparently shake the state out of its lethargy, but there have been other worrying incidents, such 

as the militant raid on a police station in Wana early on Tuesday, as well as a string of grisly 

beheadings in Tank and Bannu, of security men and individuals dubbed government ‘spies’ by 

the terrorists. 

Regarding the revival of NAP and counterterrorism bodies such as Nacta, it appears as if the state 

went into hibernation after the last wave of terrorism subsided and relative peace was restored. 

However, countering militancy in Pakistan is a continuing process, principally because — due to 

our own sins of omission and commission — the militant infrastructure in the country was never 

completely uprooted. In particular, after the Afghan Taliban took Kabul last year, and parleys 

were launched with the TTP, there were fears, which have now been realised, that the militants 

would stage a comeback. Yet the state played down the threat. Now, NAP has been retooled, and 

divided into kinetic and non-kinetic domains, while a new homeland security body has been 

proposed. As far as NAP’s implementation goes, the immediate priority should be to enforce the 

kinetic goals, while working on longer-term aims. And before creating a new security body, the 

role of the present institutions needs to be discussed and rationalised, as instead of creating 

multiple departments with overlapping domains, a more streamlined counterterrorism approach 

is required to deal with the militant threat. 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 22, 2022 
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5 security men martyred in Chaman, 

Turbat 

 Five security personnel were martyred and one was injured in separate attacks in Chaman and 

Turbat, police and official sources have confirmed. 

Official sources said unknown militants attacked a vehicle of Frontier Corps Balochistan (South) 

in the Dannuk Gogdan area of Turbat in Kech district. 

The FC personnel engaged the attackers and after a heavy exchange fire, four embraced 

martyrdom, including a subedar. 

The martyred and injured soldiers were shifted to the Turbat district hospital. 

The martyred soldiers were identified as Subedar Azhar Hussian, Sepoy Zulfiqar Ali, Naik 

Muhammad Ibrahim and Naik Sajidullah while Naik Suleman was injured. 

An operation has been launched to apprehend the attackers. 

In a separate attack, a Levies soldier was martyred after unknown armed motorcyclists opened 

fire in the border town of Chaman, police said. 

The soldier, who was later identified as Bashir Ahmed, was on duty at College Road at the time 

of the attack, according to the police. 

The soldier succumbed to his injuries on the spot after receiving multiple bullets, the police 

added.The banned Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan has claimed responsibility for the attack. 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 25, 2022 



DIGEST DECEMBER 2022 

 

  55  

5 army personnel martyred in IED blast 

in Balochistan’s Kahan 

Five Pakistan Army personnel were martyred in a blast from an improvised explosive device 

(IED) during a clearance operation in Balochistan’s Kahan area, the military’s media wing 

confirmed. 

A press release from the Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR) said the operation was underway 

when the IED exploded close to the leading party. 

“Resultantly, Captain Fahad along with four other brave sons of soil, Lance Naik Imtiaz, Sepoy 

Asghar, Sepoy Mehran and Sepoy Shamoon, have embraced martyrdom, laying their lives in 

defence of the motherland against an externally perpetrated threat of terrorism,” the press release 

reads. 

The ISPR said that a sanitisation operation was underway in the area to apprehend the 

perpetrators. 

“Such cowardly acts by inimical elements cannot sabotage the hard-earned peace and prosperity 

in Balochistan. 

“Security forces remain determined to challenge their nefarious designs, even at the cost of blood 

and lives,” the ISPR said. 

The responsibility for the attack was claimed by the banned militant Balochistan Liberation Army 

(BLA) group. The BLA is a rebel group operating against the Pakistani state in Balochistan. BLA’s 

stated aim is complete independence for Balochistan. 

Earlier in the day, the ISPR said a terrorist was killed and a soldier martyred during an exchange 

of fire between militants and security forces in an intelligence-based operation in the Sambaza 

area of Balochistan’s Zhob district. 

According to a statement issued by the ISPR on Sunday morning, the operation, launched on the 

basis of “credible information”, was continuing for the last 96 hours. 

The objective was to “deny terrorists the use of few suspected routes to move across the Pakistan-

Afghanistan border to sneak into KP (Khyber Pakhtunkhwa) along the interprovincial boundary 

and target citizens and security forces”, the ISPR added. 

As a result of the continuous surveillance and sanitation of the area, a group of terrorists was 

intercepted in the early hours of Sunday, the ISPR said, adding that “during the establishment of 
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blocking positions to deny the terrorists escape routes, the militants opened fire on the security 

forces”. 

In the ensuing exchange of fire, a terrorist was killed while Sepoy Haq Nawaz was martyred. 

Two soldiers sustained were injured in the gunfight, the ISPR statement said. 

It added that the terrorists were supported by their facilitators from across the border as well 

through firing and that the sanitisation operation continued in the area to apprehend the 

remaining perpetrators. 

 
Martyred Sepoy Haq Nawaz. — ISPR 

Tributes from officials 

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif said the news about the Kahan martyrs was “heart-wrenching”. 

“The perpetrators of terrorism will be brought to justice. Let there be no mistake about it,” he 

warned. 

 

He also paid “rich tribute” to the sepoy who was martyred in the Zhob gun battle. 

He commended the security forces for effective action against terrorists. “The brave sons of the 

nation are crushing the ambitions of the terrorists,” PM Shehbaz said. “The nation salutes its 

martyrs.” 
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The premier condoled with the martyred sepoy’s family. He also prayed for the early recovery of 

those injured. Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari also expressed regret over the Kahan 

incident. 

“Pakistan Army officers and men are sacrificing their lives to protect their country,” he said, 

adding that those who “cleanse the country’s land of terrorists” were national heroes. 

 

Former president Asif Ali Zardari echoed similar sentiments 

The PPP co-chairman expressed sympathy and extended condolences to the martyrs’ families. 

“Those protecting the country’s soil are the heroes of the nation,” he said. 
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Meanwhile, President Dr Arif Alvi paid tribute to Nawaz. In a statement, the president condoled 

with the martyr’s heirs and lauded him for his services and sacrifice for the nation. 

He reiterated the determination of the nation and security forces for eradicating terrorism from 

the country. 

President Alvi expressed sympathy with the family of the martyred and prayed for the soldier. 

He also prayed for the early recovery of those who were injured in the operation. 

Today’s incidents were reported as Pakistan continues to face the growing threat of terrorism, 

including incidents involving elements and groups said to be operating from Afghanistan since 

the militant Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan called off its ceasefire with the government in late 

November. 

In light of the increase in terror incidents, Balochistan Chief Minister Abdul Qudoos Bizenjo 

presided over a high-level meeting on Saturday to review the law and order situation in the 

province. 

It was decided during the meeting that strong measures would be taken to curb terrorism and 

security agencies were directed to keep a vigilant eye on the activities of the banned 

organisations. 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 25, 2022 
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6 security men martyred in Balochistan 

terror incidents 

• Militant shot dead in Zhob; cops among several injured in Quetta attacks 

• PM pays tribute to security forces 

 Six security personnel, including a captain, embraced martyrdom while at least 17 people 

suffered injuries in different incidents of terrorism across Balochistan. 

According to the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), a clearance operation was underway in 

Kahan after an explosive device targeted security forces. 

The military’s media wing said that an Improvised Explosive Device (IED) went off close to the 

leading party of the security forces. Cap­tain Fahad, Lance Naik Imtiaz and sepoys Asghar, 

Mehran and Shamoon were martyred in the blast. 

The statement further said that the sanitisation operation continued in the area to apprehend the 

suspects involved in the attack. 

In another statement, the ISPR said that an operation against militants in the Sambaza area of 

Zhob left one security man martyred. One terrorist was killed, while two personnel were injured. 

ISPR said the forces had started an operation in Sambaza on the basis of intelligence reports to 

deny militants the use of suspected routes to move across the “Pakistan-Afghanistan border to 

sneak into KP along the interprovincial boundary and target citizens and security forces”. 

A group of the terrorists was intercepted in the early hours of Sunday, it said, adding, “during 

the establishing of blocking positions to deny them escape routes, terrorists opened fire on the 

security forces”. 

As a result of a shootout, one terrorist was killed while Sepoy Haq Nawaz embraced martyrdom 

and two other soldiers got injured. 

“The terrorists were supported by their facilitators from across the border as well through firing,” 

the statement added. 

Attacks in Quetta, Hub, Kalat 

More than one dozen people, including three policemen, were injured in different attacks in the 

capital of Balochistan. In a grenade attack on Sabzal Road on the outskirts of Quetta, at least four 

people, including two teenage girls, were injured. 
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The wounded were identified as Muhammad Qayyum, 25; Zubair Ahmed, 25; Kaynat Bibi, 17; 

and Bibi Ewa, 13. They were moved to Civil Hospital. 

Police said that the grenade blast took place near Amir Dasti police station. Officials said that 

unknown people hurled the grenade and escaped. Police added that an improvised explosive 

device recovered from the area was defused. 

In a grenade attack on a police check-post in Satellite Town, at least eight people, including three 

police officials, received injuries. 

“We have received 12 injured [including four injured in the Sabzal Road attack] who had been 

hurt due to splinters of the hand grenades,” Dr Wasim Baig, spokesman of the Provincial 

Sandeman Civil Hospital told Dawn. 

Another attack in Quetta targeted an FC post on Sariab Road. Police said unknown motorcyclists 

hurled a grenade that exploded some distance from the check post. “No casualty was reported in 

the blast,” they added. 

Meanwhile, in Hub, an explosion in the evening injured three persons. Police said the bomb went 

off outside the Saddar police station in Hub. 

“We are investigating the blast,” Dostain Dashti, SSP Hub told Dawn. He added the nature of the 

blast could not be ascertained. The injured were shifted to Jam Ghulam Qadir Memorial Hospital. 

In Khuzdar, a police vehicle came under a grenade attack in the heart of the town. The police 

vehicle was damaged but fortunately, there were no casualties, Fahad Khosa, SSP Khuzdar said. 

In Kalat and Turbat, security forces were attacked in separate incidents. However, no loss of life 

or injuries were reported as a result of these attacks. 

Condemnations 

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Abdul Qudoos 

Bizenjo strongly condemned terrorism incidents in the province. 

PM Sharif paid tribute to Sepoy Haq Nawaz who was martyred in Zhob. In a statement, he lauded 

the security forces for their “effective operation against the terrorists”, state-run APP added. 

In response to the Quetta attack, the Balochistan CM instructed the Inspector General Police (IGP) 

to take measures to ensure the protection of the lives and property of common citizens. 

He also sought a report after the conclusion of the investigation into these attacks. 

Abdul Wahid Shahwani in Khuzdar and Behram Baloch in Gwadar also contributed to this report 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 26, 2022 
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Balochistan violence 

AFTER KP and Islamabad were rocked by episodes of militant violence over the past few days, 

Balochistan experienced a bloody weekend when security personnel as well as non-

combatants were subjected to acts of terror. 

Two incidents occurred on Saturday, in which at least five security men belonging to the FC and 

Levies were martyred in Turbat and Chaman, respectively. The banned TTP took responsibility 

for the Chaman attack. 

Sunday — which was the Quaid’s birthday as well as Christmas — saw even more violence, as 

at least six security men were martyred. 

The bloodiest incident occurred in Kohlu’s Kahan area, when five army troops, including a 

captain, lost their lives in an IED blast. The proscribed BLA has claimed responsibility for the 

attack. 

Meanwhile in Zhob, another soldier was martyred, while security men as well as civilians, 

including children, were injured in attacks in Quetta, Hub and Kalat. 

It can be assumed that Dec 25 was chosen by the attackers for its symbolism, as earlier the Ziarat 

Residency, where Pakistan’s founding father had stayed before his death, was targeted by Baloch 

separatists in June 2013. 

However, an equally troubling aspect that has emerged from the recent incidents is the possibility 

of TTP and Baloch militants working together. There have been such reports in social and 

mainstream media, although nothing conclusive has emerged. 

The weekend violence affected both Pakhtun- and Baloch-majority areas of Balochistan. There 

are reports that some Baloch separatists have decided to join hands with the TTP, though 

observers say this decision has not been made by major separatist groups, but may represent the 

choices of individual militants. 

The prospect of TTP and Baloch militants combining forces would be a particularly disturbing 

one for the state, as it would present an even greater security challenge. 

Religiously inspired militancy has a history in Balochistan; after all, one of the most lethal 

chapters of sectarian terror group Lashkar-i-Jhangvi at one time operated out of the province, 

claiming hundreds of lives during its multiple campaigns of terror. Though LJ has been relatively 

quiet in Balochistan of late, militants belonging to this group would be natural allies of the TTP. 
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Meanwhile, the porous border with Afghanistan means that armed groups of all persuasion can 

come and go with relative ease. 

The state needs to quickly address the emerging threat, lest Balochistan slip back into large-scale 

violence. 

If there is an emerging nexus between the TTP and Baloch militants, it must be broken, while if 

there is evidence that the Baloch separatists are finding refuge in Taliban-controlled Afghanistan, 

this needs to be taken up with Kabul’s rulers. 

Years of policies led by the establishment to pacify Balochistan have failed. Therefore, along with 

kinetic action, the state must also look at why it has been unable to bring socioeconomic uplift to 

this resource-rich, but appallingly poor province. 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 27, 2022 
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Policeman shot dead as Gwadar protest 

rages on 

  

 
Constable Yasir Saeed 

 Balochistan Home Minister Ziaullah Langove has directed the province’s police to register a case 

against Haq Do Tehreek leader Maulana Hidayatur Rehman after a policeman was shot dead by 

unidentified assailants during a demonstration in Gwadar. 

The killing of the policeman came a day after dozens of HDT protesters were rounded up by the 

police after talks between the protesters and the government failed to end the two-month-long 

sit-in led by Mr Rehman. 

The situation in the city remained tense. Roads linking the port city with other parts of the 

province remained blocked as protesters continued to agitate for their demands. 

According to sources, the protesters demanding the release of their comrades arrested by police 

on Monday tried to enter the office of the DIG Makran Range, located near Syed Hashmi Chowk, 

but they were pushed back by police. 

Sources claimed when the protesters reached Syed Has­hmi Chowk, shots fired by unknown 

individuals injured a police constable, identified as Yasir Saeed. A doctor at Gwadar 
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Development Autho­rity Hospital, after examining the body of the policeman who had 

succumbed to injuries, said Constable Yasir received one bullet in the neck. It proved fatal. 

Yasir Saeed Ari, 21, a resident of Nasirabad, had joined the police force only a year ago and was 

posted in the port city of Gwadar. Police officials said that Constable Yasir was deployed for the 

protection of the protestors when he was shot in the neck. The body of the police constable would 

be brought to Dera Murad Jamali on Wednesday and would be buried in his native village. 

Volatile situation 

In view of the volatile situation in the port city, the provincial government deployed extra 

contingents of police in and around the port and other sensitive areas. Meanwhile, the HDT 

leader blamed the government for the violence in the port city. In a tweet, he said that the HDT 

movement had remained peaceful for two months. He claimed the government was resorting to 

violence after caving into the demands of the “mafia”. 

It may be noted here that HDT chief Maulana Hidayatur Rehman has refused to call off the protest 

till the acceptance of their demands. Among the protestors’ demands are stopping illegal fishing 

by trawlers in Balochistan’s maritime boundaries, recovery of missing persons, maximum 

concessions in border trade with Iran, end to narcotics, and other Gwadar-related issues. 

Condemnation 

Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Abdul Qudoos Bizenjo and Home Minister Ziaullah Langove 

condemned the killing of the policeman and vowed action against miscreants. They claimed that 

despite the efforts of the provincial government to resolve issues through negotiations, the HDT 

leader “provoked the people to take the law into their hands”. 

“The elements involved in firing and killing of police constable would not be spared and soon 

would be brought to justice,” they said and added that the government would not tolerate 

violence. 

Inspector General Police Abdul Khaliq Sheikh also took notice of the firing on police and ordered 

the arrest of elements involved in the attack. 

Meanwhile, a spokesperson for the Balochistan police said that the HDT leader was “resorting to 

violence” to achieve his political goals. In a statement issued late evening, the spokesperson said 

police were making all-out efforts to protect the lives and property of the general public. 

Ali Jan Mangi in Dera Murad Jamali also contributed to this report 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 28, 2022 
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Terrorism tops agenda as new brass 

takes stock 

• In first meeting chaired by new army chief, commanders vow to ‘act against terrorists 

without distinction’ 

• Restructuring, re-deployments said to be on the table amid talk of austerity measures 

 The army on Wednesday signalled a strong response to the country’s escalating terrorism 

problem. 

THE CORPS COMMANDERS AT THEIR MONTHLY CONFERENCE AT THE GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 

— THE FIRST AFTER THE CHANGE OF COMMAND LAST MONTH, ACCORDING TO ISPR, “RESOLVED 

TO FIGHT AGAINST TERRORISTS WITHOUT ANY DISTINCTION AND ELIMINATE THIS MENACE AS 

PER THE ASPIRATIONS OF THE PEOPLE OF PAKISTAN”. 

The two-day conference, was chaired by Chief of Army Staff Gen Syed Asim Munir. 

The media statement indicated that the focus of the discussion remained largely on the resurgence 

of terrorism in the country, even though the commanders also undertook a “review of 

professional and organisational matters of the Army”. 

 

The surge in terrorism incidents in Khyber-Pakh­tun­khwa and Balochistan provinces and more 

importantly the botched suicide bombing attempt in Islamabad in which a policeman lost his life 
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last Friday underscore the growing problem of militant violence, which has further complicated 

the challenges of political instability and economic meltdown. In the past few months, over a 

hundred attacks have been claimed by the banned Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), whose 

leadership has been operating from Afghanis­­tan. These attacks have mostly targeted the law 

enforcement agencies. While the most significant threat is coming from TTP, at the same time 

insurgents in Balochistan have also stepped up their attacks. They have, moreover, formed a 

nexus with TTP, making the problem even more complex. 

This nexus is being seen as one of the reasons why TTP has been able to stage so many attacks in 

Balochistan. 

Amid indicators that the terrorist threat may increase next year, analysts have been criticising the 

military for not coming up with a comprehensive strategy to counter it. 

The brief ISPR statement did not specifically mention if some new kinetic operation had been 

okayed, but its tone and almost single focus on the terrorism threat put across the message that 

counter-terrorism would be the new leadership’s top priority. 

Gen Munir had soon after taking over the command visited the western border and had reiterated 

the pledge to end the menace of terrorism at all costs, while emphasising that no one will be 

allowed to spoil the hard earned peace. 

The new army chief’s messaging has been less through words and more through optics. His 

resolve to fight back the terrorists was clear from a recent picture of sombre, but firm-looking Gen 

Munir carrying the coffin of Capt Fahd Khan along with Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Committee Gen Sahir Shamshad Mirza. Capt Fahd was martyred over the weekend in an IED 

blast in Kahan, Balochistan. The reference to “review of professional and organisational matters” 

suggested that the top brass could have considered restructuring and redeployments especially 

in midst of reports that certain austerity measures were being planned. 

Besides, there were some crucial issues about which the statement was completely silent. 

The corps commanders conference happened in the backdrop of intensifying economic crisis, but 

there was no mention of the economic security that remained a major concern during Gen Munir’s 

predecessor’s tenure. 

As the Army says it has decided to remain out of governance and political matters, it is plausible 

that the generals did not discuss economy in deference of that policy decision. Interestingly, the 

conference happened as rumours about a meeting for discussing the possibility of installation of 

a technocrats’ government for fixing the economy made rounds. 

Similarly, there was nothing on the review of external and regional security in the media 

statement especially relating to India and Afghanistan. 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 29, 2022 
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TTP’s mentors 

ALI MUHAMMAD SIDDIQI  

WITH the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan back in the killing business with renewed ferocity, it is 

time we took a look at its ideological moorings. In a nutshell, like the communist parties of 

yore, the TTP’s aim is the destruction of the existing order (run by infidels, as defined by it) 

— an idea instilled into the TTP brains by mentors opposed to the very concept of a nation 

state. 

Osama bin Laden never headed the TTP formally. He couldn’t, because the name Pakistan was 

there. But the Al Qaeda chief and the man who succeeded him, Ayman al-Zawahiri, had a lasting 

impression on TTP philosophy. 

Both were indifferent to the interests of non-Arab states, regarded such Muslim countries as Iran 

and Turkey their enemies, and never cared about Central Asian states, except as a recruitment 

ground. 

While opposition to the nation state idea doesn’t necessarily zoom in on Pakistan, the tragedy 

was that both OBL and al-Zawahiri had little love for Pakistan even though this country was their 

operational base. This selfishness betrayed a harsh reality: their political philosophy evolved in 

statelessness. 

OBL was a pariah in Saudi Arabia, and al-Zawahiri an Egyptian fugitive who faced execution in 

his country. Both chose to work in Pakistan because of the respect they enjoyed from the people 

simply because they were Arab. Their base was the Af-Pak region, and they didn’t know and 

didn’t care to know what and where the Durand Line was. 

They moved freely on both sides and found the 2,400-kilometre long mountainous sanctuary and 

the tribal people’s hospitality ideal for pursuing their international ‘Islamic’ agenda, though this 

‘Islamic’ fervour had an Arab bias. More regretfully, al-Zawahiri had an anti-Pakistan tilt from 

the very beginning, and OBL did nothing to discourage it. 

OBL’s own speeches on Pakistani soil reflected a worldview that didn’t take into consideration 

Pakistan’s concerns. In many speeches, he spoke passionately about Palestine and talked also 

about Chechnya and the Rohingya, but hardly made any reference to Kashmir. I would be happy 

if some reader were to correct me. 

Al-Zawahiri, on the contrary, actively pursued his anti-Pakistan agenda. His specialty was 

organising anti-government coups, working on potential collaborators in the armed forces of 
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Egypt and other Arab countries, and having several nationalities. On one of his fake passports, 

he even visited the US on a fund-raising campaign. 

In Pakistan, his most criminal act was the bombing of the Egyptian embassy in 1995, even though 

Osama didn’t believe Al Qaeda should annoy Pakistan. 

Al-Zawahiri was also involved in the Lal Masjid uprising in Islamabad, and was in contact with 

Abdul Rashid and Abdul Aziz, the men who had turned the mosque into an arsenal and 

brainwashed and trained ‘commandos’ who often raided Islamabad’s shops and confiscated 

‘obscene’ magazines. 

It is also alleged al-Zawahiri had a role in Benazir Bhutto’s assassination. He became Al Qaeda 

chief after Osama bin Laden was killed in an American raid. 

In his monumental book, Descent into Chaos, Ahmed Rashid gives a chilling account of Afghan 

Taliban’s inroads into Pakistan when Hamid Karzai was the ruler, and says things which Pakistan 

must know could be replicated if the now defunct Fata were to be handed over to the TTP. 

Afghan Taliban and fighters from other Muslim countries, writes Rashid, “worked in Pakistan’s 

Fata region, helping train a new generation of Tali­ban and Pakistani extremists in the arts of 

bomb-making and fund-raising. […] In 2007 many of these militants were to fight alongside the 

Pakistani Taliban as they ext­ended their writ across the North-West Frontier Province”. 

With Al Qaeda’s help, the Taliban established a “lethal cottage industry”, manufacturing 

imp­rovised explosive devices in tribal hou­seholds. Soon, says Rashid, “the Taliban would be 

using the same IEDs against Pakistani forces”. 

More gruesome, by 2006, they had executed 120 tribal leaders who had disagreed with them; by 

2008 more than 4,000 Uzbek fighters were active in what then was Fata and were pushing for the 

Talibanisation of the entire NWFP. 

The renewal of TTP activity is marked by brutality, as seen by the recent beheading of two people 

for their purported spying for the security forces. Clearly, the most unfortunate phenomenon at 

present is the mysterious if not duplicitous behaviour of the Kabul regime. 

Ignoring the recent exchange of artillery fire across the border, the Kabul regime has not come 

clean on its policy towards terrorist groups operating from its soil. In fact, it is obvious that the 

TTP’s logistics base in the former Fata cannot sustain its current level of militancy and that it has 

no choice but to have safe havens in Afghanistan. 

Pakistan’s greatest asset is the tribal people’s abhorrence of TTP killers. Islamabad thus has to 

build on the people’s sentiments rather than expect meaningful cooperation from the ungrateful 

Kabul regime. 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 29, 2022 
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Three soldiers martyred in gunfight 

with terrorists in Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa’s Kurram district 

 

Three Pakistan Army soldiers were martyred in the Arawali area of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s 

Kurram district during a gunfight with terrorists, according to a press release from the 

military’s media wing. 

The statement issued by the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) identified the martyrs as 42-

year-old Subedar Shuja Muhammad from Khairpur, 32-year-old Naik Muhammad Ramzan from 

Khuzdar, and 30-year-old Sepoy Abdul Rehman from Sukkur. 

“On 29 December 22, an exchange of fire took place between terrorists and security forces in the 

general area of Arawali, Kurram District. Own troops fought bravely and effectively engaged the 

terrorists’ location,” the ISPR said. 

“During an intense exchange of fire, two terrorists were killed. Weapons and ammunition were 

also recovered from the killed terrorists,” it said, adding that the killed terrorists remained 

actively involved in terror activities against security forces. 

The statement added that sanitisation of the area was being carried out to eliminate any terrorists 

found in the area. 

“Pakistan Army is determined to eliminate the menace of terrorism and such sacrifices of our 

brave soldiers further strengthen our resolve,” the military’s media wing concluded. 
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‘Entire nation pays tribute to martyrs’ 

In a tweet, Prime Minister Shehbaz said that the entire nation paid tribute to the soldiers martyred 

today. 

“Undoubtedly, the sacrifices of the Pakistan Army soldiers for the protection of the country and 

the nation from terrorists are unforgettable,” he said. 

 

Meanwhile, President Arif Alvi extended heartfelt condolences and sympathies to the families of 

the bereaved and prayed for the high ranks of the martyrs. 

In a tweet, he reiterated Pakistan’s “unwavering commitment” toward eliminating the menace of 

terrorism and lauded the efforts of the security forces in this regard. 

 

Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari also expressed regret over the Kurram attack and paid 

tribute to the security forces. 
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“Our war against terrorism will continue until the last terrorist standing is eliminated,” he said 

in a statement. “The martyred youths gave their lives for the nation, their sacrifice will not be 

forgotten.” 

 

Today’s incident comes as Pakistan is seeing an uptick in terrorist attacks across the country after 

the outlawed Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan ended its months-long ceasefire with the government 

last month. 

Recent weeks and months have seen a resurgence of militancy in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the 

southern belt, and merged districts, with increasing intensity of attacks on law enforcement 

personnel. 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 29, 2022 
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Army on terrorism 

A FRESH tide of terrorism across the country has prompted the military leadership to 

deliberate on this critical security issue. Heading his first corps commanders’ conference on 

Wednesday, the new army chief, along with his top generals, vowed to crack down on 

terrorism “without any distinction”. 

This decision comes in the wake of a string of attacks in KP, Balochistan as well as Islamabad, 

involving both the banned TTP and Baloch separatists. Figures show that the TTP has carried out 

over 100 attacks over the past few months. 

This uptick in violence came as the terrorist outfit renounced its truce with the state around the 

same time in November that the change in army leadership was taking place. 

The challenge before the civilian and army leadership is to neutralise the terrorist threat before it 

metastasises into an uncontrollable monster, requiring another full-blown military operation to 

restore order. 

Pressure must also be applied on the Afghan Taliban, who shelter their ideological TTP brethren, 

to either restrain the militants from attacking Pakistan, or evict them from Afghan soil. 

In this regard, former federal minister and PTI leader Fawad Chaudhry commented that the 

resurgence of terrorism was linked to the reversal of his government’s Afghan policy. 

Firstly, he must elaborate what the PTI’s Afghan policy was; if he means the appeasement of the 

Afghan Taliban and pursuing negotiations with the TTP, then that was a failed course of action, 

as the Taliban’s takeover of Kabul only emboldened the TTP. 

Coming back to the military’s huddle, state forces must also investigate the reported nexus of the 

TTP and Baloch separatists. If there is indeed such an alliance, it can lead to a multi-front war that 

Pakistan will find difficult to fight. 

Balochistan has genuine issues that can only be addressed politically, but separatist aspirations 

need to be thwarted while any link, even if tenuous, between religiously motivated extremists 

and Baloch militants needs to be broken. 

It is also important that the military leadership has said there will be no discrimination in 

counterterrorism efforts. In the past, the ‘good Taliban, bad Taliban’ binary caused Pakistan 

immense problems, with the state going after some militants, while treating jihadi armed groups 

and sectarian terrorists lightly. It is this dichotomy that prevents Pakistan from completely 

uprooting militancy. 
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Ultimately, to ensure lasting peace, the end of all armed struggles lies in dialogue. Therefore, 

while the current TTP threat must be countered on all fronts, the militants can at a later date be 

engaged — but only on the state’s terms, not theirs. 

The TTP, or any other armed group, must pledge to respect the Constitution, lay down their arms 

and cooperate with the state in bringing to justice those responsible for the mass murder of 

thousands of Pakistani civilians and security personnel. Anything less will be abject surrender. 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 30, 2022 
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2022 marks sharp increase in deadly 

militant attacks across Pakistan 

 
Security officials inspect a burnt car after a suicide bomb attack targeting a police truck in Quetta on 

November 30, 2022. 

 

Militant attacks increased from 146 in 2020 to 254 in 2022, claiming over 400 lives in Pakistan 

during the outgoing year 

Security experts say peace talks with local Taliban helped the militant network reorganize in areas 

bordering Afghanistan 

 Pakistan witnessed a sharp increase in militant attacks and related deaths in 2022, reveal data 

compiled by local research organizations, as radical outfits intensified their activities in the 

remote regions of Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provinces. 

A proscribed militant network, Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), stepped up attacks in different 

parts of the country after calling off a cease-fire with the government in November. The armed 

conglomerate suffered battlefield losses while fighting the country’s security forces in previous 
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years. Analysts believe, however, that it managed to reorganize itself in the tribal districts 

bordering Afghanistan after the Afghan Taliban ceased control of Kabul in August last year. 

Statistics reveal the initial months of the outgoing year were dominated by separatist groups in 

Balochistan before the TTP amplified its activities. These groups primarily targeted security 

personnel and Chinese nationals working on the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 

along with civilians in different cities, including the provincial capital of Quetta. 

According to data compiled by the Pak Institute for Peace Studies (PIPS), an Islamabad-based 

think tank, the country endured 146 militant attacks in 2020 in which 220 people were killed and 

547 injured. The number of such incidents spiked to 207 in 2021, making 335 people lose their 

lives while injuring 555 others. 

The escalating trend continued in 2022 when 411 individuals were killed and 713 injured in 254 

attacks. The data also include the December 23 suicide blast in Islamabad which resulted in the 

death of a taxi driver and a police official. 

 

“The sharp increase in terror attacks in the last two years shows we have been losing the gains 

made against various militant groups through military operations,” Khawaja Khalid Farooq, 

former head of the National Counter Terrorism Authority (NACTA), told Arab News on Friday. 
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“The TTP and different Baloch separatist outfits have apparently joined hands to attack our 

security personnel both in Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provinces which should be a 

worrying sign,” he continued. “We need to act swiftly to eliminate them all to restore peace in 

the country.” 

The monthly data compiled by PIPS from October to December, 2020, showed that 70 people were 

killed and 221 injured in 37 militant attacks. The number of violent incidents increased to 64 in 

2021 with 83 deaths and 108 injuries. 

Another surge was witnessed in the corresponding months of 2022, when 67 attacks were 

reported in which 75 killings were recorded and 136 people were said to be injured. 

NACTA, which coordinates efforts of federal and provincial law enforcement agencies against 

violent extremism, did not respond to Arab News queries related to the rise in militant attacks or 

share the official data. 

According to the Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Studies, a total of 18 suicide attacks 

have occurred in Islamabad since 2005 in which 165 people have been killed and 616 wounded. 

 

Prior to the suicide blast on December 23, the last such bombing in the city took place in March 

2014 when two attackers detonated themselves at the Judicial Complex Islamabad. Data showed 

the first suicide attack in the federal capital after September 11, 2001, attacks in the United States 

took place in May 2005. Prior to 9/11, the only suicide bombing in Islamabad was an attack on 

the Egyptian embassy claimed by the Islamic Jihad in November 1995. 

Pakistan has witnessed a total of 504 suicide attacks since 9/11 that killed 6,748 people and injured 

15,111, according to PIPS. 

In November 2021, the TTP agreed to have a temporary cease-fire while negotiations with the 

government before prolonging it “indefinitely” in mid-2022. The negotiations between the two 

sides were facilitated by the Afghan Taliban, though they failed to yield positive results. 
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Security analysts said the government should initiate bilateral negotiations with the Afghan 

Taliban to ensure their country was not used to launch militant attacks in Pakistan. 

“Pakistan reached a cease-fire deal with the TTP on the insistence of Afghan Taliban,” 

Muhammad Amir Rana, a security analyst and PIPS director, told Arab News. “However, it 

proved counterproductive and made it possible for the TTP to regroup and reinforce itself and 

launch a fresh wave of attacks.” 

He said the TTP leadership, along with the militant network’s infrastructure, was based in 

Afghanistan, adding the administration in Islamabad should seek assurances from the Afghan 

government not to let militants infiltrate Pakistan’s tribal districts. 

“We have to talk directly to the Afghan government instead of involving jirgas or using other 

channels to fetch a robust commitment from them to dismantle the TTP support network,” he 

continued, adding that Pakistan was capable of dealing with the militants internally. 

Journalist and security expert Hassan Khan said Pakistan ignored the militancy issue during the 

lull period which helped the recent resurgence of radical groups. 

“Pakistan released a large number of TTP militants from its prisons during the peace talks, 

including some elders who had gone back to their respective territories where they regrouped 

themselves against the state,” he told Arab News. 

“The situation could get worse if the political leaders failed to take ownership of the situation and 

formulate a national consensus policy to eliminate militants,” he added. 

SOURCE: ARABNEWS.PK, DECEMBER 30, 2022 
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1,700 journalists killed in 20 years: RSF 

 Nearly 1,700 journalists have been killed worldwide over the past 20 years, an average of more 

than 80 a year, according to an analysis published by Reporters Without Borders. 

Pakistan was ranked fifth, as 93 journalists were killed since 2003 in different parts of the country. 

The two decades between 2003 and 2022 were “especially deadly decades for those in the service 

of the right to inform”, said the Paris-based media rights campaigners. 

“Behind the figures, there are the faces, personalities, talent and commitment of those who have 

paid with their lives for their information gathering, their search for the truth and their passion 

for journalism,” RSF secretary-general Christophe Deloire said. 

War zones 

During the past two decades, Iraq and Syria were the most dangerous countries to work as a 

journalist, accounting for “a combined total of 578 journalists killed”, or more than a third of the 

worl­d­­wide total, according to RSF. They are followed by Mexico (125 killed), the Philippines 

(107), Pakistan (93), Afghanistan (81) and Somalia (78). 

The “darkest years” were 2012 and 2013, “due in large measure to the war in Syria”. There were 

144 killings in 2012 and 142 the year after, the report said. 

This peak was “followed by a gradual fall and then historically low figures from 2019 onwards”. 

But deaths increased again in 2022, in part becau­­se of the war in Ukraine. So far this year, 58 

journalists have been killed doing their jobs, up from 51 in 2021. 

Eight journalists have been killed in Ukraine since Russia invaded in February. This compares to 

a total of 12 media deaths there over the preceding 19 years. Ukraine is currently the most 

dangerous country in Europe for the media, after Russia itself, where 25 journalists have been 

killed in 20 years. 

“Since Vladimir Putin took over, Russia has seen systematic attacks on press freedom — 

including deadly ones — as RSF has repeatedly reported. 

Elsewhere in Europe, Turkiye was ranked the third most dangerous, followed by France “as a 

result of the massacre at the satirical weekly Charlie Hebdo in Paris in 2015”. 

Reporters run the greatest risks in areas where armed conflict has occurred. 
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Zones at peace 

But, RSF stressed, “countries where no war is offici­ally taking place are not necessarily safe for 

reporters and some of them are near the top of the list of those where killings have occurred. 

“In fact, more journalists have been killed in ‘zones at peace’ than in ‘zones at war’ during the 

past two decades, in most cases because they were investigating organised crime and corruption.” 

The Americas accounted for almost half of the journalist murders, many in Mexico, Brazil, 

Colombia and Hon­duras. “America is nowadays clearly the world’s most dangerous continent 

for the media,” RSF said. 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 31, 2022 
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Rape of 513 women this year a scar on 

city’s conscience 

The outgoing year of 2022 left painful and ugly scars on the face of Karachi when it comes to 

the violent crime of rape as over 500 women and girls were subjected to sexual assault in the 

last 12 months. 

The shocking figures were compiled with the help of record of medico-legal officers posted at the 

three major hospitals of the metropolis — the Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre (JPMC), Dr 

Ruth Pfau Civil Hospital Karachi (CHK) and Abbasi Shaheed Hospital (ASH). 

The data, maintained by Police Surgeon Office, Karachi, showed an extraordinary increase in rape 

and murder cases in Karachi. Also, incidents of shooting people over resistance during mugging 

incidents showed an upward trend. 

Speaking to Dawn, Police Surgeon Dr Summaiya Syed said that 513 women were sexually 

assaulted while 3,649 women became victim of domestic violence, who had been brought to the 

hospitals for medical examination. 

Commenting on the official figure of rape cases, lawyer and rights activist Maliha Zia Lari 

believed that the actual figure might be higher than the reported one. 

“Good thing is that under relevant anti-rape law, so far 27 gender-based violence courts have 

been established in Sindh,” she told Dawn. 

Ms Lari, who is associate director of the Legal Aid Society, said that a recent survey conducted 

by her organisation suggests conviction ratio of the gender-based violence courts was over 11 per 

cent. It also showed that only 14pc people in Sindh were ‘satisfied’ with performance of these 

courts. 

“We see that the response is improving but there is a need to focus on prevention,” she said. 

Over 1,290 people killed in city 

The police surgeon said that a total of 1,291 bodies of people killed because of various motives 

were brought to the three major hospitals of the city. 

She added that the total number of post-mortem examinations conducted was a ‘misleading’ 

figure for actual deaths occurring due to various causes, as the relatives/people generally did not 

allow autopsy and preferred to take away the body without completion of medico legal 

formalities. 
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Giving details of the three hospitals data, the police surgeon said a total of 12,511 miscellaneous 

medico-legal cases were brought to the JPMC till Dec 29. 

A total of 267 female sexual assault cases and 1,938 female physical assault/domestic violence 

cases were also brought to the same hospital. As many as 540 bodies were brought for autopsy to 

the JPMC. 

Regarding Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, she said that a total of 10,951 miscellaneous medico-legal 

cases were brought to the tertiary-care hospital. 

A total of 145 female sexual assault cases and 1,318 female physical assault/domestic violence 

cases were reported at the ASH till Dec 29. 

Doctors at the hospital conducted autopsies on 554 bodies brought from different areas. 

At the Dr Ruth Pfau Civil Hospital Karachi, the MLOs (medico-legal officials) dealt with 6,787 

medico-legal cases, she added. Out of them 101 pertained to rape of women and 393 were 

domestic violence cases. 

A total of 197 bodies were brought to the hospital for post-mortem examination while 10 bodies 

were exhumed on directions/orders of the courts concerned. 

Dr Syed said that this was also very common situation in road accidents and more importantly, 

in sudden suspicious deaths as the attendants/heirs did not allow the doctors to fulfil legal 

formalities of conducting post-mortem examination. 

Coining a new term Surkh Kafan, or red shroud, she said: “One occurrence that I followed this 

year was cases of suicide by girls after three to six months of marriage. However, eight such cases 

turned out to be murder/homicide,” said the police surgeon. 

“We are trying to improve our data collection mechanism and shall now be opening up a research 

wing at the Police Surgeon Office Karachi,” said Dr Syed. 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 31, 2022 
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Four police officials injured in militant 

attack on Dera Ismail Khan checkpost 

 Four policemen were injured when a group of terrorists attacked a checkpost with rockets and 

grenades in Kulachi tehsil , an official said. 

District police spokesman Yaqoob Shah told Dawn that an unknown number of militants stormed 

the Takwarra checkpost early in the morning. He said the police personnel retaliated the attack, 

and after an intense exchange of fire, the militants escaped the scene. 

The spokesman said that four policemen sustained injuries during the exchange of fire. 

“About 17 to 18 rocket-propelled grenades and about 25 to 27 hand grenades were used by 

militants in the attack,” the police spokesman said, adding the police had also launched a search 

operation in the area. 

Soon after the incident, district police officer Mohammad Shoaib Khan and DSP Saddar circle 

Hafiz Mohammad Adnan arrived at the site and supervised the search operation. 

On Thursday, a search and strike operation was conducted in the same Takwarra area, in which 

six suspects were held along with an SMG rifle, a pistol and 20 cartridges. 

On December 25, militants had attacked a mobile van of the Kulachi police station in the same 

Takwarra area, and also attempted to blow up an armoured personnel carrier of the police with 

an improvised explosive device. 

Separately, two labourers were killed in a firing incident in Qayyum Nawaz Colony of the city, 

an official said on Friday. 

A Cantonment police official said that two labourers, namely Amanullah and Mohammad 

Arshad, residents of Dhotar area of Paharpur, were fatally attacked by unknown persons when 

they were digging a plot to build a house. 

The police and Rescue 1122 team shifted the bodies to the District Headquarters Teaching 

Hospital, DI Khan. 

The police official said the attackers had a land dispute with the owner of the plot. 

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 31, 2022 




