CGR

DIGEST G

CENTRE for
of GOVERNANCE RESEARCH

PAKISTAN

Vol: 44 | June 2023

Advisory Board

o Minutes of the NIOC 43rd

Meeting
e Terror attacks increased in Pakistan after
Taliban takeover of Afghanistan
2 soldiers martyred in terrorist attack
along pak-Iran porder in Balochistan’s

Kech

Rise in attacks
rtyred, as many ter
n battle

hold first trilateral
errorism in Beijing
red

2 soldiers ma rorists
killed in Bannu gu

china, pakistan, Iran
ounter-t

meeting on ¢
2 policemen, a security guard marty
by gunmen in Swat’s Mingora

ty make people

rty, lack of op
able to extremism: president Alvi

3 soldiers martyred in gun pattle with
terrorists in North Waziristan

s ‘strong and symbiotic’
Afghan Taliban,

portuni

UN report find
links petween
. Deadly pond

Terrorist kille
with security
eting the Money |

d during exchangé of fire
forces in orth Waziristan

n the Fight against

e Targ
Crime
. \Washington honours pakistani officer as

anti-trafficking hero

. Deathatsead
o Key militant commander gunned down in

Darra
police officer martyred, 2 injured in
suicide attack in Balochistan’s Turbat

. The exodus

o Terrorist commander among 3 killed in
Bajaur 1BO

. 6 terrorists killed in Tank, North
Waziristan operations

CENTRE fo
r GO
VERNANCE RESEARCH
i PAKISTAN Islamabad Office:
w akiors .ﬂfﬁce:

www.cgr.com.pk
Pt CgrPakistan carp
griPakistan



DIGEST JUNE 2023

NIOC’s 43rd Advisory Board Meeting
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NIOC 43rd Advisory Board Meeting was held online on Thursday 22 June 2023. The following
participated: Tariq Parvez, Zahid Hussain and Zubair Habib. Samina Ahmed, Manzoor Ahmad
and Jawaid Akhtar could not attend. NIOC directorate was represented by Tariq Khosa, Sarmad
Saeed, Kaleem Imam, Nawaz Nadeem and Hassan Sardar.

The main agenda items discussed were challenges posed by Smuggling of Migrants and
Trafficking in Persons, especially the recent boat tragedy near Greece that resulted in the death
of hundreds of illegal immigrants. The following recommendations were made:

1) Government of Pakistan should ratify UNTOC Protocol on Smuggling of Migrants.

2) An Action Plan is urgently required to address the issues of Smuggling of Migrants and
Trafficking in Persons.

3) CGR-NIOC will soon release a Position Paper on SOMs and TIPs.

A south-south intercontinental dialogue will be held between the NGOs of Kenya and Pakistan to
share experiences on the UNTOC Review Processes and Pilot Initiatives launched by Pakistan in
September 2022 and one to be launched by Kenya in August 2023.
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Terror attacks increased in Pakistan after
Taliban takeover of Afghanistan

ISLAMABAD: The number of terrorist attacks in Pakistan has seen a phenomenal surge of
73pc during the first 21 months since the Taliban seized power in Afghanistan, compared to
the corresponding period before their takeover.

Overall, incidents of terrorist violence have significantly increased inside Pakistan since August
15, 2021 when the Taliban took control of Kabul. The number of people killed in the attacks in
Pakistan from August 2021 to April 2023 (21 months) has also increased by 138pc.

These are some of the key findings of the policy-oriented report titled ‘Pakistan’s Afghan
Perspective and Policy Options’, launched by Pak Institute for Peace Studies (PIPS) here at a local
hotel. The report, which comprises significant recommendations for policymakers, is the final
outcome of extensive monitoring, research and analyses, and eight expert consultations the think
tank has conducted since July 2021.

Experts on security and Afghan affairs, academics, lawmakers, journalists, students, and
representatives of civil society, among others, attended the launch event. A brainstorming
question and answer session was held at the end of the ceremony after experts delivered their
speeches.

Experts on security and Afghan affairs, academics, lawmakers, journalists, students, and
representatives of civil society, among others, attended the launch event. A brainstorming
question and answer session was held at the end of the ceremony after experts delivered their
speeches.

The report also says that Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) and Balochistan have witnessed a marked
impact of the Afghan situation in terms of terrorist violence, where the number of attacks during
these 21 months surged by 92pc and 81pc, respectively. However, the number of terrorist attacks
in Punjab, Sindh and Islamabad Capital Territory has posted a relative decline since the Taliban
takeover as compared to corresponding 21 months pre-August 2021.

The report warns that these emerging trends of terrorism will only add to Pakistan’s persistent
security challenge in terms of Taliban militancy in KP and the erstwhile tribal areas, Baloch
nationalist insurgency in Balochistan, ethno-nationalist violence in Sindh, as well as growing
religious extremism and radicalism. “Protracted over a longer period of time, such an
environment of insecurity, militancy, and violence can pose serious threats to political and
economic stability as well,” it states.

0
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Deputy head of mission of the Royal Norwegian Embassy in Islamabad Dr Maha Noor Khan said
that Norway was one of the few countries of the world that has always supported dialogue with
the (Afghan) Taliban. She said that promoting conflict resolution and reconciliation was the
central aspect of Norwegian foreign policy.

Expressing her concerns about women’s situation in the war-torn country, she said that the
Taliban government’s decision to deny women and girls of their right to education and work was
a serious violation of human rights. “We underline the need for a more representative and
inclusive government (in Afghanistan),” she said.

Professor of Politics and International Relations at Quaid-i-Azam University in Islamabad Dr
Zafar Nawaz Jaspal said that all segments of society had a consensus that Pakistan’s over five
decade long Afghan policy needed to be revisited.

Defence and strategic affairs analyst retired Maj Gen Inamul Haque viewed that banned Tehreek-
i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and border fencing were the two “variables” as well as irritants in Pak-
Afghan relations.

“If Pakistan deals with both correctly, then it can improve its relationship with Afghanistan,” he
said, adding that the banned group had the potential to spoil Pakistan’s relationship with
Afghanistan.

Former first deputy speaker of the Lower House of the Afghan Parliament Mirwais Yasini
pointed out that the core issue was to build trust between Pakistan and Afghanistan. He added
that mistrust existed between both countries for a very long period of time.

Former senator Afrasiab Khattak in his concluding remarks said that the presence of militant
organisations in Afghanistan could provoke a new conflict as well as second war of terror, which
would have serious consequences for the region. He urged Pakistan to change its policy towards
Afghanistan, adding that the previous one was flawed, which could create problems for it.

Earlier, PIPS Director Mohammad Amir Rana in his welcome note said that Pakistan should
widen its policy options and policy framework, which should be based on inclusivity with input
from all stakeholders, on the issue of Afghanistan.

SOURCE: DAWN, JUNE 1, 2023
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2 soldiers martyred in terrorist attack

along Pak-Iran border in Balochistan’s
Kech

Sepoys Hasnain Ishtiaq and Inayatullah were martyred in a terrorist attack.

Two soldiers were martyred when terrorists attacked a security forces” check post in the
Singwan area of Balochistan’s Kech district along the Pakistan-Iran border, the military’s
media affairs wing said.

According to a statement issued by the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), a group of terrorists
opened fire at a check post. “Since troops at the post were already alert, they responded gallantly
with all available weapons, and a heavy fire exchange ensued,” it said.

The ISPR stated that the security forces successfully pushed the terrorists back. However, during
the “intense exchange of fire”, 34-year-old Sepoy Hasnain Ishtiaq, a resident of Dera Ghazi Khan,
and 27-year-old Sepoy Inayatullah, hailing from Jhal Magsi, embraced martyrdom. “Security
forces have launched an immediate sanitisation operation in the area and are in communication
with Iranian authorities across as well,” the statement concluded.

Earlier in January, four security personnel were also martyred during “terrorist activity” from
across the Pakistan-Iran border in Balochistan’s Panjgur district. The incident was roundly
condemned by Pakistan’s senior officials and the Foreign Office had asked Iran to punish the
culprits and ensure a thorough investigation.

SOURCE: DAWN, JUNE 1, 2023
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Rise in attacks

AN enduring security dilemma for Pakistan has been the issue of cross-border havens in
Afghanistan for militants, particularly the banned TTP. While cross-border attacks also occurred
when the Western-backed government ran Kabul, figures for the period since the Afghan Taliban
have been in power do not present a comforting picture. According to a report by the Pak Institute
for Peace Studies think tank, the number of terrorist attacks in Pakistan saw a 73pc rise between
August 2021 — when the Taliban rolled into Kabul and sent the Ashraf Ghani dispensation
packing — and April 2023, as compared to the corresponding period preceding the Taliban’s
seizure of power. The number of people killed in terrorist attacks saw a phenomenal rise of 138pc,
while KP and Balochistan were the worst affected. In between the Taliban takeover and the
present day, there has been a botched attempt by the state to make peace with the TTP, which is
believed to be behind the majority of attacks. The Afghan Taliban had supported talks, and while
officials of the de facto government in Kabul deny that their soil is being used for terrorism, there
is strong evidence that the TTP has found shelter in Afghanistan under the Taliban’s aegis.

Complicating matters is the fact that the Afghan and Pakistani Taliban share the same ideology,
and that groups that later coalesced into the TTP are believed to have hosted the Afghan Taliban
in their strongholds in Pakistan after the US invasion of Afghanistan. Be that as it may, the TTP
problem, and indeed that of other extremists sheltering in Afghanistan, needs a permanent
solution. The issue of militants finding sanctuary is not that of Pakistan alone; other regional
states, most notably China and Russia, have shared similar concerns with Kabul’s present rulers.
While there have been no large-scale terrorist attacks for several months, the militant threat
remains, as frequent smaller-scale incidents have shown, the latest being the martyrdom of a
soldier protecting polio workers in North Waziristan on Wednesday. A TTP ‘commander” was
also gunned down in D.I. Khan by law enforcement. Along with kinetic operations, Pakistan will
need to keep up the heat on the Afghan Taliban, bilaterally and together with other regional
states, and keep reminding them that despite their linkages with militants, providing them
sanctuary to attack Pakistan is simply unacceptable.

SOURCE: DAWN, JUNE 2, 2023
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2 soldiers martyred, as many terrorists
killed in Bannu gun battle
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Havildar Muhammad Anwar (L) and Naib Subedar Ghulam Murataza (R)

Two soldiers were martyred and as many terrorists killed during an exchange of fire in the
Janikhel area of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Bannu district, according to a statement issued by the
military’s media affairs wing.

The Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) said security personnel “effectively engaged the
terrorists’ location” during the gun battle, as a result of which “two terrorists were sent to hell”.

Meanwhile, the ISPR added, 40-year-old Naib Subedar Ghulam Murtaza, a resident of
Bahawalpur district, and 41-year-old Havildar Muhammad Anwar, a resident of Sialkot district,
“having fought gallantly, embraced shahadat (martyrdom)”.

Sanitisation of the area was being carried out to eliminate any other terrorists found there, the
ISPR said, adding that the “armed forces of Pakistan are determined to eliminate the menace of
terrorism and such sacrifices of our brave soldiers further strengthen our resolve”.

0
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In a similar incident earlier this week, two terrorists were killed by security forces during an
intelligence-based operation in the general area of North Waziristan’s Dossali in KP.

The same day a soldier deployed to provide security to polio teams was martyred in an attack by
terrorists in North Waziristan’s Spinwam area.

Pakistan has seen an uptick in terror activities, especially in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan, after the outlawed Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) ended its ceasefire with the
government in November.

In his maiden press briefing last month, ISPR Director General Maj Gen Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry
said that at least 293 people were martyred and 521 were injured in 436 terrorist incidents over
the past year.

In KP, 192 people were martyred in 219 terror activities, while 80 people lost lives in 206 incidents
in Balochistan, 14 people in five attacks in Punjab, and seven in six terrorism incidents across
Sindh.

He had said that the army and law enforcement agencies carried out 8,269 intelligence-based
operations during the previous year in which 1,378 suspected terrorists were apprehended and
157 were killed.

The DG ISPR had also said that overall 137 security personnel were martyred and 117 injured in
anti-terror operations in the ongoing year.

SOURCE: DAWN JUNE 3, 2023
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China, Pakistan, Iran hold first trilateral

meeting on counter-terrorism in Beijing

China, Pakistan and Iran held their first trilateral meeting on counter-terrorism in Beijing, a
statement issued by the Foreign Office said.

According to the statement, delegations from the three countries held “detailed discussions on
the regional security situation, particularly the threat of terrorism faced by the region”.

Based on the outcome of these consultations, they decided to institutionalise the trilateral
consultations on counter-terrorism and security for which further details would be worked out,
the statement added.

Meanwhile, a statement issued by the Chinese foreign ministry also said that the three countries
had “in-depth” exchanges on the regional counter-terrorism situation, and decided to hold the
meeting on a regular basis.

According to the FO, Abdul Hameed, director general of counter terrorism at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, led Pakistan’s delegation while the Chinese delegation was headed by Bai Tian,
director general of the Department of External Security Affairs at the Chinese foreign ministry.
The Iranian delegation was led by assistant to the Iranian foreign minister Seyed Rasoul Mosavi.

The FO said Hameed and Mosavi also called on Assistant Foreign Minister of China Nong Rong.
Last month, Pakistan had also held trilateral talks with China and Afghanistan in Islamabad.

At the 5th Trilateral Foreign Ministers Dialo-gue in May, Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari
and his Chinese and Afghan counterparts Qin Gang and Mawlawi Amir Khan Muttaqi,
respectively, had held productive discussion on matters of mutual interest, including political
engagement, counter-terrorism, trade and connectivity.

SOURCE: DAWN, JUNE 7, 2023
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2 policemen, a security guard martyred
by gunmen in Swat’s Mingora

k. .
Police, security officials and a forensic scientist inspect the location where unknown gunmen

]

opened fire at policemen, killing 3, in Swat’s Mingora.

Two police constables and a bank’s security guard were martyred when gunmen opened
indiscriminate fire near the Sabzi Mandi area of Swat’s Mingora city, an official said.

According to the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Police Public Relations Officer (PRO) Moin Fayaz, the
policemen were on routine duty near the Sabzi Mandi area in Mingora when a few unidentified
assailants opened fire at them.

Fayaz added that both policemen — Umra Khan and Ashraf Ali — embraced martyrdom on the
spot while Swat District Police Officer (DPO) Safiullah confirmed that the security guard, Musa
Khan, later succumbed to his injuries.

DPO Safiullah told Dawn.com that a search operation was under way to find the armed men who
had fled the scene.

0
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Meanwhile, the bereaved families had blocked the Saidu Sharif Road, where government offices
are located, in protest, demanding the miscreants behind the attack be arrested.

They refused to move away the bodies until the suspects were arrested but later, the protest
ended after DPO Safiullah assured the families of action against the suspects.

The KP police also shared the incident’s details in a tweet.
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A day ago, a policeman had sustained injuries when militants opened fire on the vehicle of
Kulachi Deputy Superintendent of Police Rashid Khan in Dera Ismail Khan.

The same day, unknown attackers had opened fire at the vehicle of DPO Abdur Rauf Babar
Qaiserani in the Garah Guldad area of the Kulachi tehsil as well. However, no casualties or
injuries were reported while the attackers fled the scene.

Also on Wednesday, the Peshawar police repulsed a midnight militant attack on the Achini post
in the Sarband area on the outskirts of the provincial capital.

0
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Increase in terror attacks

Pakistan has seen an uptick in terror activities, especially in KP and Balochistan, after the
outlawed Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan ended its ceasefire with the government in November last
year.

A recent report revealed that the number of terrorist attacks across the country has seen a
phenomenal surge of 73 per cent during the first 21 months since the Taliban seized power in
Afghanistan, compared to the corresponding period before their takeover.

In his maiden press briefing in April, ISPR Director General Maj Gen Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry
had said that at least 293 people were martyred and 521 were injured in 436 terrorist incidents
over the past year.

In KP, 192 people were martyred in 219 terror activities, while 80 people lost lives in 206 incidents
in Balochistan, 14 people in five attacks in Punjab, and seven in six terrorism incidents across
Sindh.

The DG ISPR had also said that overall 137 security personnel were martyred and 117 injured in
anti-terror operations in the ongoing year.

SOURCE: DAWN, JUNE 8, 2023
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Poverty, lack of opportunity make
people vulnerable to extremism:
President Alvi

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi on Thursday said extremism is not borne in a vacuum -
poverty, inequality and lack of education and opportunity can make individuals vulnerable to
extremist ideologies.

Speaking at a two-day National Vice Chancellors Peace Conference, which concluded, he
highlighted the importance of working on countering violent extremism, and praised the idea of
collaboration between state institutions and civil society.

“As a nation, we must work towards addressing these underlying issues and provide a better
future for our citizens,” he said. The president said academia had a greater responsibility to
nurture traits of empathy, tolerance and coexistence among their students.

The conference was a joint venture by Shaoor Foundation for Education and Awareness (SFEA),
National Counter Terrorism Authority (Nacta) and Higher Education Commission (HEC), and
attended by 50 vice chancellors from across the country besides policy stakeholders.

The conference with the theme ‘Academic Discourse on Countering Extremism - The Way
Forward’ was a significant milestone in the implementation of Peace, Advocacy and Community
Engagement through Transformation (PACT) for tolerance project, which is built on a foundation
of collaboration and cooperation between SFEA, Nacta, HEC Pakistan and other policy-level
stakeholders.

Chairman of HEC Prof Dr Mukhtar Ahmed said that HEC has always encouraged and supported
efforts for mutual benefit, including conflict resolution within universities. “It is our joint
responsibility that universities are empowered and supported to create an enabling environment
where difference of opinion is respected,” the HEC chief said. He urged vice chancellors to make
use of policy recommendations for promotion of peace and tolerance at universities and the
society at large.

Founder and chair person of Shaoor Foundation for Education and Awareness Syed Ali Hameed
said: “We need a multi-sectoral approach to tackle the menace of extremism and intolerance.

“Shaoor Foundation has always focused on working with stakeholders and developing well
informed solutions.”

0
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Member of NACTA Mohammad Inkasar Khan shed light on the role of NACTA in contributing
towards the state’s response to counter extremism and its alignment with PACT for Tolerance
project. He said that this conference has beefed up efforts of engaging youth and enhancing their
capacities to support peace and harmony in academic institutions.

Moreover, a letter of intent (LOI) between NACTA and HEC Pakistan, renewing their
commitment towards partnering for the cause of peace, tolerance, and inclusivity in university
campuses was also signed on the first day of the conference.

The report, ‘Findings and Recommendations for Peace and Tolerance at University Campuses’
has been developed with active engagement of more than 70 partner universities involved in the
PACT for Tolerance project. The recommendations have been extracted from in-depth interviews,
focus group discussions, and key informant interviews conducted with university
administrators, faculty members, students, and policy stakeholders from all provinces of
Pakistan.

In the concluding session of the conference, a joint declaration was also issued wherein vice
chancellors announced their support and commitment towards outcomes of the conference as
well as the policy recommendations developed and approved by VCs as a result of the three-
year-long process.

Prof Dr Bushra Mirza, vice chancellor, Lahore College for Women University read out the
declaration on behalf of the VCs.

SOURCE: DAWN, JUNE 9, 2023
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3 soldiers martyred in gun battle with
terrorists in North Waziristan
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This combo photo shows Subedar Asghar Ali (right),
Sepoy Naseem Khan (middle) and Sepoy Muhammad Zaman.

Three soldiers were martyred during a gun battle with terrorists in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s North
Waziristan district, the military’s media affairs wing said.

In a statement, the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) said that an exchange of fire took place
between troops and terrorists in Miran Shah on the night of June 9/10.

“Own troops effectively engaged the terrorists” location and resultantly three terrorists were sent
to hell while four terrorists were injured. Weapons and ammunition were also recovered from
the killed terrorists,” the statement said.

It added that 40-year-old Subedar Asghar Ali, 26-year-old Sepoy Naseem Khan and 22-year-old
Sepoy Muhammad Zaman were martyred during the “intense exchange of fire”.

“Sanitisation of the area is being carried out to eliminate any other terrorists found in the area,”
the ISPR said.

“Armed forces of Pakistan are determined to eliminate the menace of terrorism and such
sacrifices of our brave soldiers further strengthen our resolve,” the statement said.

Earlier this week, a soldier was martyred during an exchange of fire between security forces and
militants in the Ladha area of South Waziristan. Separately, two soldiers were martyred while
two militants were killed during an exchange of fire in North Waziristan.

SOURCE: DAWN, JUNE 11, 2023
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UN report finds ‘strong and symbiotic’
links between Afghan Taliban, TTP

The link between the Afghan Taliban and proscribed militant outfits Al-Qaeda and Tehreek-
i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) remains “strong and symbiotic”, a report published by the United
Nations (UN) said.

The fourteenth report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team of the UN
Security Council’s 1988 Taliban Sanctions Committee — released on Friday — noted that a “range
of terrorist groups has greater freedom of manoeuvre under the Taliban de facto authorities”.

“They are making good use of this, and the threat of terrorism is rising in both Afghanistan and
the region,” the report read, a copy of which is available with Dawn.com.

“While they have sought to reduce the profile of these groups and conducted maintaining links
to numerous terrorist entities, the Taliban have lobbied member states for counter-terrorism
assistance in its fight against the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant - Khorasan Province (ISIL-
K), which it perceives as its principal rival.”

The report said that the Taliban forces have conducted operations against ISIL-K, in general, but
they have not delivered on the counter-terrorism provisions under the Agreement for Bringing
Peace to Afghanistan between the United States of America and the Taliban.

“There are indications that Al-Qaeda is rebuilding operational capability, that TTP is launching
attacks into Pakistan with support from the Taliban, that groups of foreign terrorist fighters are
projecting threat across Afghanistan’s borders and that the operations of ISIL-K are becoming
more sophisticated and lethal (if not more numerous),” it added.

However, the Afghan Taliban dismissed the report and called it “full of prejudice”.

“The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan considers the continuation of UN Security Council sanctions
and such reports as full of prejudice and in conflict with the principles of independence and non-
interference, and calls for an end to it,” Taliban government spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid said
in a statement today.
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Mujahid called the accusations “baseless” and a result of “obvious hostility” with the people of
Afghanistan as well as repetition of the “baseless propaganda” of the past 20 years.

“We strongly reject the assessment of this report that the Islamic Emirate is helping the opponents
of neighbouring and regional countries or using the territory of Afghanistan against other
countries, from the content of this report”.

The Taliban spokesman said it seemed that either the UNSC’s authors did not have access to the
information or they “deliberately distorted” the facts or the source of their information was the
Islamic Emirate’s fugitive opponents.

“The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan insists on its commitments and assures that there is no threat
from the territory of Afghanistan to the region, neighbours and countries of the world and it does
not allow anyone to use its territory against others,” Mujahid added.

Pakistan’s stance
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Pakistani security officials have long been saying that the TTP and other anti-Pakistan armed
groups operate from Afghan soil.

The Taliban government hosted peace talks between the TTP and Pakistani security officials to
put an end to the violence in Pakistan. However, the talks collapsed last year over tough
conditions from both sides.

Defence Minister Khawaja Asif led a high-powered delegation in talks with senior Taliban leaders
in Kabul in February with a single-point agenda to take action against the TTP.

There have been no cross-border attacks from the Afghan side for months, however, there has
been a spike in the TTP attacks since the group ended a ceasefire in November.

The government has also stopped talks with the TTP and launched intelligence-based operations
against the group, mainly in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

SOURCE: JUNE 11, 2023
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Deadly bond

IT is not often the Afghan Taliban claim a major scalp on the terrorism landscape, considering
they are seen as giving sanctuary to a number of violent extremist groups on their soil. But in
the case of Sanaullah Ghafari, emir of the Islamic State’s Khorasan chapter, they got it right.

One of the most wanted terrorists internationally, Ghafari was reportedly killed in an operation
by Taliban security forces, though some news reports claim he was executed in Kabul. The
significance of this development can be gauged by the $10m reward the US State Department had
offered for information about Ghafari’s whereabouts.

Pakistan too has reason to be pleased; last December, IS-K had carried out an attack on its
embassy in Kabul to directly target the country’s envoy. The 14th report of the UN’s Analytical
Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team dilates at some length about Ghafari, who was then
alive, describing him as “the most ambitious leader of the affiliate”. Ghafari, it says, was different
from other IS-K leaders in that he was well-educated and had recruited more educated
individuals into the organisation and even extended recruitment to non-Salafists.

For Pakistan, however, the main source of concern is the TTP which has an estimated 4,000 to
6,000 fighters inside Afghanistan. Since it announced an end to the ceasefire with Pakistan, the
TTP has carried out more than 100 attacks in this country.

But despite the Pakistan government making its displeasure known, to the extent of the defence
minister warning of strikes on terrorist hideouts inside Afghanistan, the Afghan Taliban have yet
to take coercive measures against the group.

Repeated admonishment from world capitals about the Kabul regime reneging on the
counterterrorism measures it had pledged in the Doha talks has fallen on deaf ears. The UN report
notes: “The Taliban [do] not consider TTP a threat to Afghanistan, but rather as part of the
emirate.”

The Taliban’s main rival in Afghanistan is IS-K, which has carried out some high-profile attacks
on international and domestic targets in the country. In the current climate, especially with key
decisions increasingly being taken by the ultra-conservative, isolationist Taliban leadership in
Kandahar, it appears unlikely the TTP in Afghanistan will be restrained in any significant

manner.

Pakistan’s folly in not recognising how the Afghan Taliban’s ideological affinity with the TTP
would play out will continue to haunt us.

SOURCE: DAWN, JUNE 12, 2023
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Terrorist killed during exchange of fire
with security forces in North Waziristan

A terrorist was killed and two were injured during an exchange of fire with security forces in
the Spinwam area of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s North Waziristan district according to a
statement issued by the military’s media affairs wing.

“Own troops effectively engaged the terrorists” location and after intense fire exchange, one

terrorist was sent to hell, while two terrorists were injured,” the Inter-Services Public Relations
(ISPR) said.

It added that weapons and ammunition were found in the possession of the terrorists, among
whom the slain militant “remained actively involved in terrorist activities against security forces,
as well as the killing of innocent citizens”.

“Locals of the area appreciated the operation and expressed their full support to eliminate the

menace of terrorism from the area,” the statement said.

In a similar incident last week, three terrorists were killed and four injured during a gun battle
with security forces in North Waziristan’s Miranshah area.

A statement issued by the ISPR said at the time that the fire exchange had taken place on the night
of June 9/10, during which three soldiers had also embraced martyrdom.

SOURCE: DAWN, JUNE 12, 2023
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Targeting the Money in the Fight against
Crime

T. RAJA KUMAR

President, Financial Action Task Force

The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is at the forefront of the global fight against money
laundering (ML), terrorism financing (TF) and proliferation financing (PF). Through its global
standards, the 40 Recommendations, the FATF requires countries to put in place robust national
frameworks and build capabilities and tools to detect and combat these crimes. The FATF has
made significant progress since its inception in 1989. Today, more than 200 countries are
committed to implementing the FATF’s Standards, and most of them now have the laws,
regulations and operational frameworks in place to tackle ML, TF and PF. However, technical
compliance with FATF’s requirements does not automatically translate into effective action.

Therefore, in the current 4th round of mutual evaluations, the FATF initiated the assessment of
effectiveness of anti-money laundering/countering financing of terrorism and proliferation
financing (AML/CFT/CFP) measures, and in the next round of mutual evaluations, due to begin
in 2025, the FATF will place even greater emphasis on effectiveness.

A country that can effectively implement the FATF standards is not just combating financial and
other types of crime or simply achieving good mutual evaluation results. By doing so, countries
individually and collectively protect the integrity and resilience of the global financial system, as
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well as their own societies. In addition, strong and effective AML/CFT regimes weaken
organised crime groups and prevent future threats and harm to our communities. The FATF does
not stand alone in the fight against crime. This is a challenge that requires a Whole-of-Society
response at national, regional and global levels. This response includes close collaboration and
information sharing between the public and private sectors to help detect and prevent suspicious
transactions and aid in the ability to effectively prosecute criminals. Such collaboration requires
trust, which can only be built by deepening engagement and building comprehensive
frameworks and information-sharing structures with the necessary data privacy and security
safeguards in place.Banks, and financial institutions are the first line of defence to stop funds with
links to crime or terrorism from entering the financial system.

Nevertheless, the need for awareness of the risks and vigilance also extends to other payment
providers, fintech companies and non-financial businesses such as accountants, lawyers and
notaries, to name a few. The global community cannot fight organised crime without being highly
organised itself. At the start of the Singapore Presidency of the FATF in July 2022, I outlined four
priorities] that now guide the work of this intergovernmental body in the fight against crime. A
key theme throughout the FATF’s work is the need to build partnerships, strengthen engagement
with stakeholders and harness collective intelligence and best practices. As a global standard-
setter, we work with partners such as the IMF, the United Nations, the World Bank and
INTERPOL. The FATF also engages with private sector, non-profit organisations, civil society
and academia on a range of issues and shares the progress of current work with them, including
preliminary findings of its ongoing initiatives and possible ways to overcome practical
implementation challenges. These valuable insights help shape the FATF’s current and future
work.

One of the key events in the FATF calendar at which the FATF engages with public and private
sector stakeholders is its Private Sector Consultative Forum (PSCF). The PSCF this year took
place, from 8 to 9 May in Vienna, and brought together over 250 representatives from across the
financial sector, non-financial businesses and professions, civil society, academia, FATF members
and other stakeholders. This unique platform complements the FATF’s other engagement
initiatives, such as public consultations, that allows participants to share their perspectives on the
evolving financial crime landscape and possible policy responses to address emerging risks as
well as be updated on FATF’s ongoing work. With fast-evolving financial and criminal behaviour,
it is important that we join forces with relevant strategic partners to develop policy and
operational response that will make a real impact in the fight against financial crime and crime
overall.

Participants at the 2023 PSCF agreed on the importance of deepening public-private partnerships
in the fight against illicit finance as well as strengthening private-private collaboration. Over the
next two years, the FATF will continue its core work of identifying and analysing ML, TF and PF
typologies and trends, developing and refining the FATF Standards and evaluating and
supporting the assessments of countries within the Global Network.2 In addition, the FATF will
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work on the key priorities. I outlined at the start of the Singapore Presidency, which are
elaborated on below:

I. STRENGTHENING ASSET RECOVERY

Globally, financial crime in particular has increased significantly. Every year, illegal activity
generates hundreds of billions of Euros for organised crime and terrorists. However, throughout
the world, we are only confiscating a negligible portion of these proceeds. Failing to go after the
proceeds of crime or doing so inadequately not only enables criminals to enjoy the fruits of their
crime but also finances their ongoing illegal activity and increases their ability to buy new
capabilities and services to enable their criminal enterprise. We must doggedly pursue such
proceeds of crime to disable them. The pursuit and recovery of illicit assets, both domestically
and internationally, is a fundamental component of the criminal justice system. Successful asset
recovery removes a primary incentive for criminal activity and allows authorities to return the
proceeds of crime to victims.

Last year, the FATF Ministers at their biennial meeting endorsed successful and effective recovery
of criminal assets as a strategic FATF priority. Under the Singapore Presidency of the FATF, we
want to ensure that asset recovery is a strategic national crime fighting priority and a key pillar
of countries’” AML and CFT frameworks. This work includes several initiatives designed to
improve asset recovery. Assessments conducted by the FATF and its regional partners, the FATF-
style regional bodies (FSRBs), highlight that most countries or jurisdictions have ineffective asset
recovery systems. It is crucial that each country prioritises work to strengthen its national
framework and is using it well to effectively recover the proceeds of crime. Crime does not stop
at borders, nor do the proceeds of a crime necessarily stay within the country where the crime
was committed. What we are seeing is illicit assets that are layered and transferred through
multiple jurisdictions to stymie law enforcement.

Due to the growth of transnational crime, countries will need to enhance their responses to match
the speed and sophistication of criminals to recover these illicit assets. The effective use of
international cooperation and multilateral mechanisms must facilitate the asset recovery process
by providing legal and practical support to judicial and law enforcement authorities.

The FATF works to provide countries with the strongest toolkit to safeguard the financial system
against illicit assets, including setting out clear minimum requirements in the FATF Standards on
asset recovery and international cooperation. However, it is ultimately up to each country to
implement these measures fully and effectively. Countries must ensure that their legal
frameworks provide law enforcement and prosecutors with a full suite of powers, tools, and
mechanisms to swiftly halt, seize, and confiscate assets.

Enhanced or new asset recovery legislation and measures can only be beneficial if the appropriate
structures and systems are in place to facilitate their effective application. This includes the need
to have timely access to information regarding the flow of funds and the capacity to exchange
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information swiftly across borders. Countries that have demonstrated a high level of effectiveness
in asset recovery during their 4th round assessment have often prioritised asset recovery at the
national level and implemented a culture of “follow the money,” regardless of where the funds
are held. At the operational level, FATF is collaborating closely with INTERPOL, the Egmont
Group, the CARIN/ARIN Networks and others to improve the way countries share information
in support of asset recovery. In September 2022, the FATF and INTERPOL joined forces to hold
the first FATF-INTERPOL Roundtable Engagement (FIRE). The event brought together experts
in asset recovery from across the globe. Participants identified a range of ways to improve the
efficacy of our systems and agreed on these as key takeaways from this first forum. Subsequently,
the Italian Guardia di Finanza hosted the first FATF Learning and Development Forum (LDF) in
February 2023, co-organised with FATF, which saw more than 300 global experts coming together
to learn from Guardia and exchange ideas and best practices on asset recovery. Looking ahead to
later this year, the FATF and INTERPOL will organise FIRE 2 in September 2023 in Lyon, France.
At that event, participants will assess global efforts to advance asset recovery and determine
concrete next steps.

II. COUNTERING ILLICIT FINANCE OF CYBER-ENABLED CRIME

Criminals continue to exploit the latest technological advancements to commit cybercrime,
particularly in the form of online deception, fraud, ransomware and phishing. The COVID-19
pandemic and the resulting spike in online commerce has led to an explosive increase in this
criminal activity. It is imperative that we work together to curtail cyber-enabled crime. Failure to
do so will only embolden criminal syndicates and organised crime to scale up these illicit
activities, elevating their level of sophistication, and increasing the threat they pose to our society.

The FATF is working to improve global understanding of financial flows linked to cyber-enabled
crimes and highlight good practices to go after the proceeds generated from it. The private sector,
particularly banks and virtual assets service providers, plays a crucial role in the detection,
identification, and reporting of suspicious transactions to the authorities for subsequent
investigation. Countries need to re-double their efforts to ensure that the private sector carries
out this essential role.

In 2019, the FATF enhanced Recommendation 15 on virtual or crypto assets. However, many
countries have failed to adequately implement these revised requirements, including the “travel
rule” which requires the sender to obtain, hold and transmit originator and beneficiary
information relating to crypto transactions. To drive accelerated implementation of the FATF’s
standards, the FATF in February this year agreed on an action roadmap which will include a
public stocktake of current levels of implementation globally, to be published in 2024.

The AML/CFT regulation of virtual or crypto assets is also essential to our efforts to combat
ransomware. The recently published FATF study, Countering Ransomware Financing,3
highlighted that ransomware payments have increased considerably over the past few years and
almost solely involve crypto assets. In its report, the FATF proposes several actions that countries
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can take to disrupt ransomware-related money laundering more effectively. This includes
strengthening and using current international cooperation mechanisms and recognising the
cross-border impact of ransomware attacks and associated laundering of illicit assets. Virtual
transactions travel around the world in the blink of an eye. Authorities therefore must ensure
they have the necessary technical expertise and resources to gather crucial intelligence, track
financial transactions and retrieve crypto assets before they are dispersed. The report also
includes a list of potential risk indicators that can help public and private sector entities identify
suspicious activities related to ransomware. Successfully tackling cyber-enabled crime and
ransomware requires a multi-disciplinary approach, involving collaboration beyond traditional
counterparts, including with cyber-security and data protection agencies.

It is important to note as well that terrorist organisations also exploit crypto assets to raise money
and evade sanctions. Today, the crypto asset space remains largely unregulated or under-
regulated around the globe, even as the potential for its misuse and exploitation has expanded.

Lastly, in our fight against cybercriminals, the effective exchange of information is crucial.
Equally crucial however is how we address the right to privacy and need for data protection. It
is essential that we address the challenges arising from the increased exchange of personal
information. Countries that are considering enhancing information exchange among the private
sector must take a responsible approach in designing and implementing such initiatives, so that
they adhere to privacy and data protection laws which engender trust in the system.

ITI. INCREASING EFFECTIVENESS OF GLOBAL AML/CFT MEASURES

Through a robust mutual evaluation and follow-up process, the FATF assesses countries’
compliance with the FATF Recommendations and whether their national AML/CFT framework
is effective in delivering the desired results. The FATF continuously refines its global standards
so that they respond to evolving threats. Every country in the FATF's Global Network must
effectively onboard and implement these global standards within its own national framework
and ensure that its actions are effective in disrupting the misuse of the financial system for money
laundering and terrorist financing.

One of the areas where many countries have failed to demonstrate a satisfactory level of
effectiveness is on the transparency of beneficial ownership. The FATF has thus made it a priority
to strengthen its Standards to prevent criminals from hiding their illicit activities and assets
behind anonymous shell corporations, other businesses, and legal arrangements. With that in
mind, the FATF has reviewed and strengthened its Recommendations 24 and 25 on beneficial
ownership relating to the transparency of the ultimate beneficial owner of legal persons and legal
arrangements respectively.

The FATF recently published Guidance that will assist countries in implementing the revised
requirements of Recommendation 24. This includes the obligation to evaluate and mitigate the
ML/TF/PF risks posed by foreign companies to which their countries are exposed. This
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Guidance is the result of several months of intensive consultation with external stakeholders and
the private sector to ensure that it is clear and addresses concerns that public and private sector
stakeholders may have.

The FATF also recently revised its Recommendation 25 on legal arrangements. The FATF agreed
on the modifications to these standards after obtaining feedback from relevant stakeholders
through a public consultation on the proposed changes. The FATF is currently working on a
guidance document to assist countries in implementing Recommendation 25.

Other measures the FATF has taken to increase the efficacy of the fight against ML/ TF/PF
include promoting the further use of data analytics by competent authorities to achieve positive
AML/ CFT/CFP results and encouraging more sharing of relevant case studies. The above-
mentioned LDF on Asset Recovery kick-started the practice and culture of deep sharing in
February 2023. More Learning and Development forums will be organised under my Presidency
to facilitate such sharing and implementation of good practices.

IV. REINFORCING FATF PARTNERSHIPS WITH FSRBs

FATF’s regional partners, the FSRBs, play a key role in promoting the effective implementation
of the FATF Recommendations within their respective regions. Through its partnership with the
nine FSRBs, the FATF brings together a global network of 205 jurisdictions that have committed
at the highest political level, to implementing the FATF Recommendations. However, the global
financial system is only as strong as its weakest links. Therefore, the FATF has made it a priority
to strengthen its collaboration with the FSRBs by developing a roadmap to enhance capability
and capacity development for FSRBs.

LOOKING AHEAD

To conclude, as we move forward, it is imperative that countries collectively deepen their
understanding of the crime and AML/CFT/PF challenges at hand. The FATF will continue to
analyse the various ML and TF techniques that are being employed and share these. This effort
will also recognise and take advantage of data analysis and inputs from industry to shed light on
best practices and facilitate learning by relevant authorities.

Countries on their part must work together to ensure that we have the capacity to fight financial
crime. To do this, we must continue to strengthen the ties between the FATF, policymakers, and
practitioners on the ground, to ensure that the global AML/ CFT system is as effective as possible.
The FATF will therefore continue to consult a wide range of stakeholders in developing and
updating its standards, and drive collaboration between the public and private sectors to stop the
financial flows that fuel crime and terror. By stopping these flows, we cut off the source of funds
— the lifeblood of criminal enterprise — and help make our world safer.

Source: https://insights.starlingtrust.com/content/compendium/targeting-the-money-in-the-

figcht-against-crime June 07, 2023
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Washington honours Pakistani officer as
anti-trafficking hero

WASHINGTON: The US State De--partment has honoured a Pakistan police officer, Zaheer
Ahmed, as one of the eight anti-trafficking heroes of 2023 while acknowledging that the
country has increased its efforts to curb human trafficking.

The honour list was announced on Thursday at a special event in Washington where Secretary of
State Antony Blinken also released the annual Trafficking in Persons report for 2023.

The report places Pakistan among the tier-two countries whose governments do not fully meet
the anti-trafficking standards but are making significant efforts to bring themselves into
compliance with those.

The report identified bonded labour as the most pressing problem in Pakistan. “There were
reports of victims being re-victimised, and corruption continued to hinder anti-trafficking efforts.
In Sindh, local officials continued to perpetrate bonded labour with impunity in brick kilns and
on farms,” the report added.

The US State Department, however, acknowledged that in 2022 Pakistan “demonstrated overall
increase in efforts” to investigate, prosecute and convicting traffickers.
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“The government identified and referred more victims for protection services, and provincial
labor departments referred more bonded labor cases to law enforcement,” the report added.

Zaheer Ahmed, a Deputy Insp-ector General in Pakistan’s Police Service, was selected from a
global list of prominent law enforcers and activists who played key roles in suppressing human
trafficking in 2023. He previously served as director of the Federal Investigation Agency’s (FIA)
Anti-Human Smuggling Unit.

The State Department said Mr Ahmed was “instrumental in increasing Pakistan’s efforts to
combat human trafficking during his time as director of this unit”.

The report urges Pakistan to vigorously increase the number of bonded labour victims identified
and referred to services, including by ensuring labour inspectors have sufficient resources to
conduct inspections and report potential trafficking cases to law enforcement.

It asks Pakistan to implement measures to address corruption in law enforcement and take steps
to shield trafficking investigators and prosecutors from external influence; increase prosecutions
and convictions of all forms of trafficking, including bonded labour, and seek adequate penalties
for convicted traffickers, including complicit officials, which should involve significant prison
terms.

The report urges Pakistan to ensure victims are not inappropriately penalised solely for unlawful
acts committed as a direct result of being trafficked; continue to train officials, including law
enforcement, judges, and prosecutors; expand services for bonded labourers, including
vocational training and job placement support, debt and injury restitution, shelter, identity
documents, and legal assistance.

It urges Pakistan to ensure the victims are informed of the law that discharges all bonded
labourers from any obligations to render such labour through awareness campaigns; increase
registration of brick kiln and farm workers to ensure their access to services and government
relief, especially in response to sudden-onset disasters due to climate change.

The report asks Pakistan to increase the quality and availability of trafficking-specific services,
including for males, and increase dedicated funding for services and staff training; vigorously
raise public awareness of forced labour, particularly in domestic servitude, brick kilns, and
agriculture; take steps to eliminate all recruitment fees charged to workers, lift restrictions on
female migrants, and increase protections of migrant workers in destination countries; and
establish a national hotline, in collaboration with civil society, to report trafficking crimes and
provide victim assistance and referral.

SOURCE: DAWN, JUNE 17, 2023
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Death at sea

IT is unlikely that more survivors will be found. That means that at least 600 migrants — out
of possibly 750 — on the fishing boat that set off from Libya towards European shores, may
have perished when their vessel capsized in the Mediterranean on Wednesday.

The details are still sketchy but the passengers largely comprised Pakistanis, Afghans, Egyptians,
Palestinians and Syrians. According to some reports, up to 300 Pakistanis may have drowned. It
is a recurring tragedy — with no end in sight as economic, political and climate crises compel
increasingly large numbers of people to flee their homes.

Who should be held responsible for this incident? The Greek coast guard that were not far off and
that had, in fact, communicated with the people on the boat before it sank? If reports are to be
believed, they tried to tow the boat. Did this is in any way contribute to the tragedy? But the
larger question is, why in the presence of maritime authorities did a tragedy of such immense
proportions take place? Only a comprehensive, unbiased investigation can reveal what happened
between the time the authorities were first alerted to the presence of the overcrowded boat and
when the vessel capsized later at night.

Regrettably, the absence of help by the coastal authorities is part and parcel of Europe’s larger
xenophobic policy that aims to keep migrants out. However, Fortress Europe alone cannot be
blamed for why people in developing countries, such as Pakistan, choose to leave. This is not the
first time Pakistani migrants have lost their lives at sea. There have been several incidents. In a
particularly heartbreaking one earlier this year, sportswoman Shahida Raza, who was unable to
afford medical treatment for her young son in Pakistan, drowned as the migrant boat carrying
her and scores of others crashed against the rocks.

She had been attempting to reach foreign shores to build a better future for her child. Therein lies
the tragedy: an inept, uncaring government has made little effort to crack down on a vast network
of human smugglers who fleece desperate individuals and put them on a path strewn with
hazards. It is telling that in the latest incident, very few of the victims’ families registered a
complaint against the human smugglers. Perhaps they did not expect anything to come of it or
perhaps they feared harassment at the hands of the authorities themselves.

It is bad enough that the spectacular failure of the government to fulfil its part of the social
contract by providing economic security to its citizens drives desperate individuals — even the
educated ones — to leave the country. It is a crime when the government decides to ignore a
grave issue that has snowballed into a crisis of deadly proportions.

SOURCE: DAWN, JUNE 19, 2023

0



DIGEST JUNE 2023

Key militant commander gunned down
in Darra

PESHAWAR: A key militant commander and his two associates were gunned down by
security forces in an intelligence-based operation (IBO) carried out in district Kohat’s Darra
Adam Khel area, official sources said.

Officials said that the security forces planned the operation following intelligence about presence
of the banned outfit Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakis-tan’s (TTP) commander Zafar Khan alias Zafari,
adding that the agencies and security forces adopted unconventional operational procedures
based on corroborated intelligence.

Officials sources said that Zafari, also a former member of Tehreek-i-Tali-ban Afgha-nistan (TTA),
was involved in 26 grenade attacks in Pakistan, adding that the banned outfit’s comma-nder was
based in Afgha-nistan and had moved to Peshawar on May 22.

“Zafari was involved in dozens of terrorist attacks against security forces, coal contractors,
businessmen and influential people and had collected over Rs100 million in extortion and
kidnapping for ransom,” official sources told Dawn.

They said Zafari along with Hasan Khan from Dara Adam Khel and Anas alias Ali, a resident of
Nangarhar, Afghanistan, besides other militants were gunned down during the operation.

“Khan was a sniper expert and an expert in grenade attacks and was a part of Tehreek-i-Taliban
Afghanistan from 2019 to 2021,” official sources said, adding that he had joined Tariq Gidar
group, another Darra Adam Khel-based banned TTP’s group, in 2022 and had visited
Afghanistan’s Nangrahar province multiple times.

The officials also said the third militant killed in the operation was Anas. “Anas too was a sniper
expert and was also involved in attacks against security forces in districts North Waziristan and
South Waziristan,” official sources said.

SOURCE: DAWN, JUNE 19, 2023
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2 soldiers martyred in IED blast in North
Waziristan’s Spinwam
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Martyred army soldiers Sepoy Gul Rauf and Abid Ullahm.

Two soldiers were martyred in a blast from an improvised explosive device in the Spinwam area
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s North Waziristan district, according to a press release issued by the
military’s media affairs wing.

The Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) said 29-year-old Sepoy Gul Rauf, a resident of Lakki
Marwat, and 23-year-old Sepoy Abid Ullahm, a resident of Karak district, were martyred in the
blast.

Sanitisation of the area was being carried out to eliminate any terrorists found there, the statement
said.

It added that the “armed forces of Pakistan are determined to eliminate the menace of terrorism
and such sacrifices of our brave soldiers further strengthen our resolve.”

Last week, a terrorist was killed and two were injured during an exchange of fire with security
forces in the Spinwam area.

On the night between June 9 and June 10, three terrorists were killed and four injured during a
gun battle with security forces in North Waziristan’s Miranshah. Meanwhile, three soldiers were
martyred in the exchange of fire.

SOURCE: DAWN JUNE 20, 2023
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Police officer martyred, 2 injured in
suicide attack in Balochistan’s Turbat
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A police van attacked Turbat, Balochistan on Saturday.

A police official was martyred and two more injured in a suicide attack on a police van in
Balochistan’s Turbat, according to Kech Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) Mohammad
Baloch.

The SSP told Dawn.com that according to reports from the district, a police van was targeted in
a bomb blast at Chakar Azam Chowk by a female suicide attacker. He added that one of the
injured police officers was a female.

SSP Baloch said the bomb disposal squad and security forces had cordoned off the area while
further investigation was under way.

Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Abdul Qudoos Bizenjo condemned the blast and expressed regret
at the news of the martyred and injured police officials. He also extended his condolences to their
families
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“The aim of terrorism is to halt the development process and intimidate the security forces. The
evil intentions of terrorists will never be successful,” the chief minister said in a statement, adding
that the determination and courage of the security forces would not be dented by such acts.

“The sensible people of Makran will thwart the ambitions of elements who are against
development,” he said, adding that the people’s welfare would be ensured and the backwardness
of the province would be eliminated by continuing the process of development.

Balochistan Interior Minister Mir Ziaullah Langove also condemned the incident and sought a
report.

He said the plans of terrorists at the behest of “foreign forces” would be thwarted and lauded the
sacrifices of security officials.

“The war against terrorism will continue until peace is achieved,” Langove said and offered
prayers for the martyred and injured.

In December, four security personnel were martyred and one was injured in an attack in Turbat.
Official sources had said unknown militants had attacked a vehicle of Frontier Corps (FC)
Balochistan (South) in the Dannuk Gogdan area of Turbat.

The FC personnel had engaged the attackers and after a heavy exchange fire, four had embraced
martyrdom, including a subedar.

It is also pertinent to mention that the suicide bomber of the April 2022 Karachi University attack,
identified as Shari Baloch alias Brimash, was born in Turbat in 1991.

SOURCE: DAWN, JUNE 24, 2023
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The exodus

WHEN the state’s relationship with its people is defined by despair and fear, the latter barrel
towards sunnier shores. Records of the Bureau of Emigration and Overseas Employment show
that in 2022, 832,339 Pakistanis found employment abroad, whereas the first five months of 2023
saw 315,787 citizens depart — a swathe of precious population lost at a level not seen since 1971,
a year of war. Interestingly, for the last two years, the official unemployment figures have been
put in the hole; economists speculate that the scale of the jobless stands at a record 11-12pc. Last
week, Frontex informed Reuters that, at present, “Pakistanis are the number 3 nationality
registered in Italy”. Moreover, FIA data confirms 401 were captured as they tried to cross the
border in early 2023. Such a massive, hasty departure is hardly auspicious, and the blame lies at
the government’s door: business and employment stand paralysed by intense inflation, political
turmoil, insecurity and the rupee crash, provoking all tiers of society to jump Pakistan’s sinking
ship.

Over the years, Pakistan’s insouciance towards the steady flight of human capital has been
galling. Its apathy now extends to the ones who cannot afford an exit, making the state vulturine
and anti-citizen, where a small elite is entitled to protection. This time, even the affluent are
choosing desertion to secure a constructive future for the young; a safe life where justice isn’t a
myth and accountability is real in well-oiled, red tape-free systems. For the poor, it's comfortable
survival away from the tyranny of a police state and the cruel chasm between the rich and
deprived. Additionally, the educated as well as the skilled can profit from easy access to resources
and prospects of growth scarce in their own land. The failure of a nation, where the youth
constitutes over 68pc of the population, to forecast this hemorrhage indicates inherent, costly
apathy. A nuanced view would have shown a sad aftermath — higher food cost, lower corporate
profits, stalled foreign investment and the flight of money, ability, and therefore, prosperity.
Aside from a miracle, our leftover economy is poised to be crippled by such immense talent drain,
an open-and-shut case to seasoned economists. It's worth remembering how things have taken a
turn for the worse of late. Pakistan’s story may unravel with an exodus of biblical proportions.

SOURCE: DAWN, JUNE 25, 2023



DIGEST JUNE 2023

Terrorist commander among 3 killed in
Bajaur IBO

A terrorist commander was among three killed in an Intelligence-Based Operation (IBO) in
the general area Inayat Qilla of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Bajaur district, the army’s media wing
said.

According to a statement by the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), security forces conducted
the IBO on the reported presence of terrorists.

It added that an intense exchange of fire took place between security forces and terrorists,
resulting in the killing of the militants, including their commander Shafi.

“Weapons and ammunition were also recovered from the killed terrorists, who remained actively
involved in terrorist activities against security forces as well as killing of innocent citizens,” the
ISPR said.

It added that the sanitisation of the area was being carried out to eliminate any terrorists found
in the area.

“Locals of the area appreciated the operation and expressed their full support to eliminate the
menace of terrorism,” the statement concluded.

On June 20, two soldiers were martyred in a blast from an improvised explosive device in the
Spinwam area of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s North Waziristan district.

The ISPR had said that 29-year-old Sepoy Gul Rauf, a resident of Lakki Marwat, and 23-year-old
Sepoy Abid Ullahm, a resident of Karak district, were martyred in the blast.

SOURCE: DAWN, JUNE 28, 2023
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6 terrorists killed in Tank, North
Waziristan operations

Six terrorists were killed by security forces in separate operations in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
Tank and North Waziristan districts, according to a press release from the military’s media
wing.

The Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR) said that on the night of June 29/30, “a fire exchange
took place between own troops and terrorists in general area Manzai, Tank district. Own troops
effectively engaged the terrorists” location. Resultantly, three were sent to hell,” adding that
weapons and ammunition were also recovered from them.

It further said that in another “fierce encounter” between troops and terrorists in North
Waziristan’s general area of Razmak, “three more terrorists were sent to hell.”

The ISPR said the slain militants were actively involved in terrorist activities against security

forces and killing innocent citizens.

It added that sanitisation of the areas was being carried out to eliminate any other terrorists found
in the vicinity.

“Locals of the area appreciated the operation and expressed their full support to eliminate the
menace of terrorism,” the press release reads.

On Tuesday, a terrorist commander was among three killed in an intelligence-based operation in
the general area of Inayat Qilla in Bajaur district.

On June 20, two soldiers were martyred in a blast from an improvised explosive device in the
Spinwam area of North Waziristan district.
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