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6 militants killed in intelligence-based
operation in Balochistan’s Zhob

Six terrorists were killed during an intelligence-based operation (IBO) in the Sambaza area in
Balochistan’s Zhob district, the military’s media affairs wing said.

According to the Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR), security forces carried out the IBO after
receiving reports about the presence of terrorists.

During the operation, “intense fire exchange took place between own troops and terrorists” and
six terrorists were killed, the ISPR said. It added that a cache of arms, ammunition and explosives
was also recovered.

“The killed terrorists remained actively involved in terrorist activities against security forces and
target killing of innocent civilians,” the ISPR said.

It added that sanitisation of the area was being carried out to eliminate other militants.

“Security forces of Pakistan, in step with nation, remain determined to thwart attempts of
sabotaging peace, stability and progress of Balochistan,” the ISPR said.

On Sunday, two soldiers were martyred and two terrorists were killed in a heavy exchange of
fire during an operation in the Khoro area of Awaran district.

Pakistan has witnessed an uptick in terror activities in recent months, especially in KP and
Balochistan, after the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan ended its ceasefire with the government in
November last year.

In July, as many as 12 soldiers of the Pakistan Army embraced martyrdom in separate military
operations in the Zhob and Sui areas of Balochistan.

That was the military’s highest single-day death toll from terrorist attacks reported this year.
Before this, 10 personnel were martyred in a ‘fire raid” in Balochistan’s Kech district in February
2022.

In September, data compiled by the Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Studies (PICSS)
said the number of militant attacks in August was the highest tally for monthly strikes in almost
nine years.

There were 99 attacks across the country, the highest number in a single month since November
2014, the report had said.

SOURCE: DAWN, NOVEMBER 1, 2023
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Bomb blast near police patrol kills 5 in
KP’s Dera Ismail Khan

A bomb blast targeting police killed five people and injured over 20 others in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s Dera Ismail Khan, rescue and police officials said.

The bomb exploded close to a police patrol in Dera Ismail Khan city, police official Mohammad
Adnan said.

According to him, a vehicle carrying officers of the KP Elite Force was targeted. Adnan added
that it was not immediately clear if the incident was the result of a suicide attack or a bomb
planted nearby.

Rescue official Aizaz Mehmood said five people were killed and another 21 suffered wounds, but
he was not able to provide a break-up of police and civilians.

The injured persons and bodies have been shifted to the District Headquarters Hospital Dera
Ismail Khan, Radio Pakistan reported.

Pakistan has witnessed an uptick in terror activities in recent months, especially in KP and
Balochistan, after the TTP ended its ceasefire with the government in November last year.

On Oct 31, a policeman was martyred after unknown militants opened fire on a police camp in
Dera Ismail Khan. That same day, two soldiers were martyred in an IED blast in South Waziristan
district.

In July, as many as 12 soldiers of the Pakistan Army embraced martyrdom in separate military
operations in the Zhob and Sui areas of Balochistan.

That was the military’s highest single-day death toll from terrorist attacks reported this year.
Before this, 10 personnel were martyred in a “fire raid” in Balochistan’s Kech district in February
2022.

Last month, data compiled by the Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Studies (PICSS) said
the number of militant attacks in August was the highest tally for monthly strikes in almost nine
years.

There were 99 attacks across the country, the highest number in a single month since November
2014, the report had said.

SOURCE: DAWN, NOVEMBER 3, 2023
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14 soldiers martyred as militants
ambush security forces” vehicles in
Gwadar

Fourteen Pakistan Army soldiers were martyred after two vehicles belonging to security forces
were ambushed by terrorists in Balochistan’s Gwadar district, the military’s media affairs wing
said.

According to the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), the vehicles were moving from Pasni to
Ormara when they were ambushed. It said 14 soldiers embraced martyrdom in the unfortunate
incident.

“Sanitisation operation is being carried out in the area and perpetrators of this heinous act will
be hunted down and brought to justice,” the ISPR said.
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“Security forces of Pakistan are determined to eliminate the menace of terrorism from the country
and such sacrifices of our brave soldiers further strengthen our resolve,” it added.
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Condemning the attack on security forces, Interim Prime Minister Anwaarul Haq Kakar paid
tribute to the martyred soldiers.

He said that the “evil intentions” of militants would not be allowed to succeed, adding that the
martyrs had sacrificed their lives for the safety of the country.

“The entire nation, including me, is proud of its martyrs,” he said. Kakar said such cowardly
attacks would never be able to deter the resolve of the Pakistani nation and its forces.
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Foreign Minister Jalil Abbas Jilani condemned the attack and said that “such acts were
reprehensible”.

“Our thoughts and prayers are with the families of the martyred and injured. Pakistan stands
resolute against terrorists,” he said in a post on social media platform X.
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Strongly condemn the cowardly terrorist attack on our
soldiers which resulted in the martyrdom of 14 brave sons
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Interim Balochistan Chief Minister Ali Mardan Khan Domki also condemned that attack. In a
statement, he said that the attack on jawans responsible for protecting the lives and property of
the people was “a cowardly act”.

0
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Dombki paid tribute to the soldiers who lost their lives and also offered his condolences to their
families. He termed terrorist incidents a conspiracy aimed at sabotaging peace in the province,
adding that permission would not be allowed to disturb the peace won after countless sacrifices.

PPP Chairman Bilawal-Bhutto Zardari said militants had ambushed soldiers in a “cowardly
attack”. Paying tribute to the martyred soldiers, Bilawal said that the fight against terrorism
would continue until the “last militant is eradicated”.
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“What a price our country has paid in this long war against terrorism! So many lives left

7”7

desolate,” said PPP’s Sherry Rehman. “Heart goes out to the families of the martyrs and the

injured. Their sacrifices will be remembered,” she said.
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The development came hours after a bomb blast targeting police killed five people and injured
over 20 others in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Dera Ismail Khan.
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Pakistan has witnessed an uptick in terror activities in recent months, especially in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan, after the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan ended its ceasefire with the
government in November last year.

In July, as many as 12 soldiers of the Pakistan Army embraced martyrdom in separate military
operations in the Zhob and Sui areas of Balochistan.

In September, data compiled by the Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Studies (PICSS)
said the number of militant attacks in August was the highest tally for monthly strikes in almost
nine years.

There were 99 attacks across the country, the highest number in a single month since November
2014, the report had said.

SOURCE: DAWN, NOVEMBER 3, 2023
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Ongoing threat

PAKISTAN continues to pay a heavy price in the fight against terrorism. Three attacks were
witnessed in different parts of KP and Balochistan within hours of each other, and then a
fourth in Punjab in the early hours the next day.

A police convoy came under an IED attack in KP’s Dera Ismail Khan, leading to the deaths of five
passers-by and injury to 24 others. In another bomb attack in a border town between Tank and
D.I. Khan, which targeted a convoy of police and security forces, one soldier was martyred.

In Balochistan’s Gwadar, an ambush on two security vehicles martyred 14 army soldiers — the
year’s deadliest attack on the military. Separately, two soldiers were martyred in a military
operation in Lakki Marwat. While the country was still reeling from these incidents, a training air
force base in Mianwali came under attack before dawn. The military said the incursion was
successfully thwarted, that nine terrorists were killed and the only damage was to a fuel tanker
and three grounded aircraft. In all, 17 soldiers were lost to this most recent spate of violence.

The Mianwali airbase attack has been claimed by the TTP-linked Tehreek-i-Jihad Pakistan, which
was responsible for the last high-profile attack on the military in Zhob this July. The banned TTP
is most likely the culprit in D.I. Khan, having stepped up its operations against security forces
since a ceasefire agreement came to an end last November.

Fears abound of the insurgents fully regrouping, emboldened by the Afghan Taliban’s takeover
of Kabul in 2021. Unverified photos circulating after the airbase attack show American weapons
were seized, which likely fell into the TTP’s hands after the US troops” Afghanistan withdrawal.
Although the Taliban deny it, most official and independent assessments indicate the TTP uses
Afghan soil and has the new government’s backing. The Gwadar ambush was claimed by the
banned Balochistan Liberation Front.

The attacks have occurred as Pakistan carries out its repatriation plan for Afghans, which has
been met with anger in Kabul. Our security apparatus will need to remain extra vigilant and flush
out not just the militants but also their facilitators. We must comprehensively implement the
National Action Plan against militants of all stripes, and identify and cut off financial streams that
support terrorists. Border security must be strengthened.

In the case of the TTP, our efforts would need to take into account the complex dynamics of the
regions where it operates, as well as the broader geopolitical implications, including ties with
Kabul. The state must invest in the socioeconomic development of areas that are breeding
grounds for such militant groups. Until we address the root causes, militants will continue to
maintain the recently witnessed momentum of their nefarious activities.

SOURCE: DAWN, NOVEMBER 5, 2023
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Two policemen martyred, 3 injured in
another terrorist attack in DI Khan

Two policemen were martyred and three others were injured in an attack targeting personnel
guarding an oil and gas exploration company’s camp in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Dera Ismail
Khan, according to police.

The fresh attack comes after multiple terror attacks in the district three days ago.

On Friday, a bomb blast near a police patrol killed five and left over 20 injured in Dera Ismail
Khan city. Just two days later, militants targeted security personnel at a checkpoint in the district’s
Tank area. That attack was repelled and at least 10 assailants were killed. The same evening, a
checkpoint in the Roori area came under attack, injuring a constable.

Speaking to Dawn.com about today’s attack, DI Khan Deputy Superintendent of Police (DSP)
Asfar Ali Shah mentioned that unidentified armed assailants attacked a camp operated by Al-Haj
Oil and Gas Private Drilling Company, resulting in the martyrdom of two police officers who
were stationed there. He added that three officers sustained injuries.

DSP Shah said the wounded personnel were transported to a nearby hospital, adding that one of
them was in critical condition.

He stated that the attackers specifically targeted the police officers stationed at the camp of the
oil exploration company.

The deceased officers were identified as ASI Rehmat Ali and Khan Arif. Alamgir Khan, Fazlur
Reman, and Ataur Rehman were the wounded policemen.

Pakistan has witnessed an uptick in terror activities in recent months, especially in KP and
Balochistan, after the TTP ended its ceasefire with the government in November last year.

On Nov 4, nine terrorists were neutralised by security forces after they infiltrated a Pakistan Air
Force training base in Mianwali.

On Nov 3 in Gwadar, at least 14 Pakistan Army soldiers lost their lives after militants ambushed
two vehicles of security forces.

On Oct 31, a policeman was martyred after unknown militants opened fire on a police camp in
Dera Ismail Khan. That same day, two soldiers were martyred in an IED blast in South Waziristan
district.

In July, as many as 12 soldiers of the Pakistan Army embraced martyrdom in separate military
operations in the Zhob and Sui areas of Balochistan.
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That was the military’s highest single-day death toll from terrorist attacks reported this year.
Before this, 10 personnel were martyred in a “fire raid” in Balochistan’s Kech district in February
2022.

Last month, data compiled by the Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Studies (PICSS) said
the number of militant attacks in August was the highest tally for monthly strikes in almost nine
years.

There were 99 attacks across the country, the highest number in a single month since November
2014, the report had said.

SOURCE: DAWN, NOVEMBER 7, 2023
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2 terrorists killed in intelligence-based
operation in Chitral

Two terrorists were killed while four others were injured during an intelligence-based operation
(IBO) in Ursoon, near the Pakistan-Afghanistan border, in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Chitral district,
the military’s media affairs wing said.

In a statement, the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) said that security forces had conducted
an IBO last night during which an “intense exchange of fire” took place with militants.

“Resultantly, two terrorists were sent to hell while four terrorists got seriously injured.
Sanitisation of the surrounding areas is being carried out to neutralise any other terrorist found
in the area,” the ISPR said.

It added that the locals “appreciated the operation by security forces of Pakistan, who remain

determined to eliminate the menace of terrorism from the country”.

Earlier this week, a Pakistan Army officer and three soldiers were martyred in an IBO in Tirah
area of KP’s Khyber district while terrorists had attac-ked the Pakistan Air Force’s (PAF) heavily-
guarded M.M. Alam Base over the weekend.

Last week, 17 security personnel were martyred in an ambush, bomb blasts and security
operation in Gwadar, Dera Ismail Khan and Lakki Marwat.

Pakistan has witnessed an uptick in terror activities in recent months, especially in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan, after the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan ended its ceasefire with the
government in November last year.

In September, data compiled by the Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Studies (PICSS)
said the number of militant attacks in August was the highest tally for monthly strikes in almost
nine years.

SOURCE: DAWN, NOVEMBER 8, 2023
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5 ‘terrorists’ linked to TTP, Lashkar-i-
Jhangvi arrested

The Punjab Counter Terrorism Department (CTD) said it has arrested five suspected terrorists
linked to banned outfits during operations carried out in different cities of the province.

In a statement, the CTD said it conducted 179 intelligence-based operations in Sahiwal,
Pakpattan, Bahawalpur and Rawalpindi and “foiled a major terror plot”. It said 179 suspects were
interrogated and five alleged terrorists were arrested.

According to the CTD, the five alleged terrorists belonged to banned organisations Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan and Lashkar-i-JThangvi.

The statement further said that 565 grams of explosives, two hand grenades, two improvised
explosive devices, five detonators, 13 feet of safety fuse wire, 3.5 feet of primer cords, five
pamphlets of banned organisations, 36 stickers and Rs5,520 rupees were recovered from the
possession of the suspected terrorists.

The CTD alleged that the suspected terrorists had “planned to sabotage [sic] across the province
and wanted to target important installations”. The police have registered five cases against them
and shifted them to an “unknown location”, it added.

The statement concluded that the CTD was “working towards a safer Punjab and authorities were
determined to put anti-state elements behind bars”.

This week, 769 combing operations were conducted in various parts of the province, resulting in
the arrest of 82 suspects, the statement added.

In August, 13 alleged terrorists were arrested by the CTD, among them “key Daesh
commanders.”

SOURCE: DAWN, NOVEMBER 11, 2023
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2 soldiers martyred in exchange of fire
with militants in North Waziristan

Two soldiers were martyred while one terrorist was killed in an exchange of fire between security
forces and militants in the Mir Ali area of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s North Waziristan District, the
military’s media affairs wing said.

In a statement, the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) said , troops “effectively engaged the
terrorists’ location”. As a result, one terrorist was “sent to hell”.

The ISPR further said 25-year-old Sepoy Abdullah and 19-year-old Sepoy Muhammad Sohail
embraced martyrdom during the exchange.

“Sanitisation of the surrounding areas is being carried out to neutralise any terrorists found in
the area. Security forces of Pakistan are determined to eliminate the menace of terrorism and such
sacrifices of our brave soldiers further strengthen our resolve,” the ISPR said.

Last week, a Pakistan Army officer and three soldiers were martyred in an intelligence-based
operation in the Tirah area of KP’s Khyber district while terrorists had attac-ked the Pakistan Air
Force’s (PAF) heavily guarded M.M. Alam Base on Nov 4.

0
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On Nov 3, 17 security personnel were martyred in an ambush, bomb blasts and security operation
in Gwadar, Dera Ismail Khan and Lakki Marwat.

Pakistan has witnessed an uptick in terror activities in recent months, especially in KP and
Balochistan, after the banned militant Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan ended its ceasefire with the
government in November last year.

In September, data compiled by the Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Studies (PICSS)
said the number of militant attacks in August was the highest tally for monthly strikes in almost
nine years.

SOURCE: DAWN, NOVEMBER 13, 2023
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Three martyred in another D.I. Khan oil
firm attack

* Expert says militant network, ‘lax security’ measures behind surge in militancy
* Two troops embrace martyrdom in North Waziristan gunfight

D.I. KHAN / PESHAWAR: Two civilians and a security guard were martyred in another ambush
within one week targeting an oil and gas exploration company in Dera Ismail Khan, with experts
attributing these attacks to a “network of militants” operating in the region due to lax security

measures.
In a separate incident, two security personnel embra-ced martyrdom in North Waziristan district.

Rescue 1122 spokesperson Aizaz Mahmood told Dawn that the oil company’s convoy was
attacked in sub-division Darazinda. As a result, driver Mohammad Faisal, 35, and another
employee Asif Kamran, 29, were killed on the spot while a dozen others were injured.

Also, Sepoy Mohammad Shaheen, 33, employed on security duty of the project, having fought
gallantly embraced martyrdom, according to ISPR.

This ambush followed a Nov 7 attack in which militants stormed an oil company office, martyring
two policemen.

Retired brigadier Moham-mad Saad said militants wanted to build their presence in this
particular region so that they could easily move from Khyber Pakhtun-khwa to southern and
central parts of Punjab.

He referred to the recent attack on the Mianwali airbase to corroborate his point. Brig Saad also
pointed to a “lax security environment” in D.I. Khan.

“There is an entire division of the armed forces deployed in Waziristan besi-des the presence of
paramilitaries in Khyber, Mohmand and other districts. This deployment has made it difficult for
militant groups to carry out attacks [in the region],” he said.

“However, the absence of the armed forces in D.I. Khan has made it easier for militants to target
police and other targets,” Brig Saad told Dawn. Due to the concentration of militants in the area,
they can easily target oil and gas exploration companies, lines of communication, and foreign
investments.

However, former KP police additional inspector general Akhtar Ali Shah said the major reason
for repeated attacks in the southern district was that ‘the militant network” was still present in the

area.
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“This belt [a reference to Lakki Marwat, Orakzai, North and South Waziristan] is where the TTP
leadership emerged from. The banned outfits chief Mufti Noor Wali hails from South Waziristan
and since they have a network, it becomes easier for them to carry out their activities in these
areas,” Mr Shah explained.

Experts said South Waziristan and North Waziristan once remained a hub of militancy with its
leadership mostly belonging to these districts, except for Mullah Fazlullah, the only leader of the
banned Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan who hailed from district Swat.

Another senior official, however, claimed that the militants only wanted to “make their presence
felt”.

“If somebody says these areas are strategically important for militants; no, not at all. They are
fewer in number and by targeting security forces, police, or oil and gas exploration companies,
they [militants] just want to show their presence,” the official told Dawn.

Regional Police Officer Nasir Mehmood Satti, the officer responsible for the region, termed the
attack a retaliation for operations against militants. “An operation is going on as we speak. We
take action against them and in response, they hit soft targets [police],” Mr Satti told Dawn.

With the onset of winter, the movement in tribal districts becomes difficult due to its mountainous
terrain. “The border with Afghanistan in Mohmand, Bajaur, Khyber and other tribal districts, is
mountainous and it becomes difficult for militants to move during winters,” he said, adding that
areas under his command were plains, making it easier for militants to launch attacks.

It may be noted that on November 11, three police personnel, including a station house officer,
embraced martyrdom and five others, including a deputy superintendent of police, sustained
injuries in a militant attack on police in Kari Shah Noor area of district Tank when DSP Chan
Shah was leading a police party to arrest kidnappers of a woman in Shah Noor village.

Two troops martyred

Separately, two soldiers were martyred and a terrorist was killed in an exchange of fire in Mir Ali
area of the North Waziristan district, the ISPR said.

A statement issued by the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) read that security forces
effectively engaged the terrorist location, killing one terrorist.

“However, during intense fire exchange, 25-year-old Sepoy Abdullah, resident of Mardan, and
19-year-old Sepoy Muhammad Sohail, resident of Tharparkar, having fought gallantly embraced
Shahadat,” it read.

The statement read that sanitisation of the surrounding areas was being carried out to neutralise
any terrorists found in the area, adding that security forces were determined to eliminate the
menace of terrorism and such sacrifices of “our brave soldiers further strengthen our resolve”.

Our correspondent in North Waziristan also contributed to this report

SOURCE: DAWN, NOVEMBER 14, 2023
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Resurgent militancy

WHILE Pakistan may not be witnessing the mass-casualty terror attacks — particularly against
civilian targets in urban centres — that the nation saw a decade ago, the militants are making
their presence felt through frequent, deadly forays targeting security personnel.

Two separate attacks on Monday, one in Dera Ismail Khan, the other in North Waziristan, are the
latest in this series of murderous assaults. In the D.I. Khan incident, two civilians and a security
man lost their lives when terrorists struck an oil firm while two soldiers were martyred in the
North Waziristan gunfight.

D.I. Khan and its proximate districts — Lakki Marwat, Zhob, Mianwali — have all been seeing a
spate of militant activity in the recent past, resulting in the loss of many security men, and it is
this geographic area that the military and intelligence apparatus need to focus on to eradicate the
resurgent militant threat.

The area in question covers three provinces — KP, Balochistan and Punjab. It is also close to the
Afghan border. In fact, some observers say that the southern KP districts provide ‘easy” access to
militants to carry out attacks in neighbouring areas of Punjab and Balochistan.

Experts have attributed the high frequency of attacks to the insufficient presence of troops in the
area, while others say militant networks are quite active in this region. It is a fact that security
forces are engaged on multiple fronts to counter the terrorist threat.

Moreover, southern KP is also considered a hotbed of TTP activity. The security planners need to
take all these realities into account while forging a counterterrorism plan that can bring peace to
the affected areas, and prevent militant activities from metastasising into another full-blown
insurgency.

It should be remembered that the earlier insurgencies — which started out of Malakand and
former Fata — took similar trajectories, that led to a high civilian casualty rate. It took the sacrifice
of many security men to neutralise the threat through multiple military operations.

We can debate the folly of engaging the banned TTP for ‘peace’, and indeed, there should be
accountability of all state functionaries who allowed the militants to return and establish a fresh
foothold in their former stomping grounds. But the immediate need is to stop militant attacks
and break up terrorist networks. Already major attacks have occurred in Karachi, Chitral,
Peshawar, Mianwali, Zhob and Gwadar.

Therefore, through intelligence-based operations, security forces need to pre-empt terrorists, and
plug the gaps that allow militants to strike at security men and civilians.
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Unless these steps are taken, Pakistan will be dragged back to its violent past when bloodthirsty
outfits struck at will, and the state was reduced to fighting the fires lit by the militants. Better
intelligence gathering and proactive CT strategies are urgently needed.

SOURCE: DAWN, NOVEMBER 15, 2023
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7 terrorists killed in intelligence-based
operation in KP’s Tank district

Seven terrorists were killed by security forces in an intelligence-based operation (IBO) in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Tank district, the military’s media affairs wing said.

A press release issued by the Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR) said security forces conducted
an IBO in the general area of Kiri Machan Khel last night after receiving reports about the
presence of terrorists.

“During conduct of the operation, intense fire exchange took place between own troops and
terrorists as a result of which seven terrorists were sent to hell. Terrorists hideouts were also
busted during the operation,” the ISPR said.

“Weapons and ammunition were also recovered from the killed terrorists who remained actively
involved in numerous terrorist activities, including recent targeted killings of police in Tank and
surrounding areas,” it added.

The ISPR said a sanitisation operation was being carried out in the area to eliminate any other
militants. It further said that locals “appreciated the operation and extended their full support to
the security forces in elimination of menace of terrorism”.

Pakistan has witnessed an uptick in terror activities in recent months, especially in KP and
Balochistan, after the banned militant Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan ended its ceasefire with the
government in November last year.

On Monday, two soldiers were martyred while one terrorist was killed in an exchange of fire
between security forces and militants in Mir Ali area of KP’s North Waziristan district.

Last week, a Pakistan Army officer and three soldiers were martyred in an IBO in the Tirah area
of KP’s Khyber district while terrorists attac-ked the Pakistan Air Force’s heavily guarded M.M.
Alam Base on November 4.

On Nov 3, 17 security personnel were martyred in an ambush, bomb blasts and security operation
in Gwadar, Dera Ismail Khan and Lakki Marwat.

In September, data compiled by the Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Studies said the
number of militant attacks in August was the highest tally for monthly strikes in almost nine
years.

SOURCE: DAWN, NOVEMBER 15, 2023
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4 militants, including ‘high value
terrorist’, killed in Peshawar operation

Four militants, including a “high value terrorist”, were killed by security forces during an
operation in the general area of Badaber in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Peshawar district, the
military’s media affairs wing said.

In a statement, the Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR) said an intelligence-based operation was
conducted in the area on the reported presence of terrorists.

It said the troops effectively engaged the militants” location and four terrorists were “sent to hell”
including a “high-value terrorist, terrorist commander Samiullah alias Shenay, terrorist
commander Salman alias Ahmed, terrorist Imran alias Muhammad and terrorist Hazrat Umar
alias Khalid”.

The militants were “highly wanted by law enforcement agencies”, the ISPR said.

“Weapons, ammunition and explosives were also recovered from the slain men, who remained
actively involved in numerous terrorist activities, including extortion and targeted killings in the
area,” it added.

In another operation today, an “intense exchange of fire” took place between terrorists and army
troops in the Kulachi area of the Dera Ismail Khan district.

According to the ISPR, Lance Naik Muhammad Ejaz Khan, a 34-year-old resident of Kashmir,
embraced martyrdom during the operation.

It said that sanitisation of the surrounding areas was being carried out to neutralise any other
terrorists found in the area. “The security forces of Pakistan are determined to eliminate the
menace of terrorism from the country,” the statement added.

Pakistan has witnessed an uptick in terrorist activities in recent months, especially in KP and
Balochistan, after the banned militant Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan ended its ceasefire with the
government in November last year.

On Wednesday, seven terrorists were killed by security forces in an operation in the Tank district.

Last week, a Pakistan Army officer and three soldiers were martyred in an IBO in the Tirah area
of KP’s Khyber district while terrorists attac-ked the Pakistan Air Force’s heavily guarded M.M.
Alam Base on November 4.

On Nov 3, 17 security personnel were martyred in an ambush, bomb blasts and security operation
in Gwadar, Dera Ismail Khan and Lakki Marwat.
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In September, data compiled by the Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Studies said the
number of militant attacks in August was the highest tally for monthly strikes in almost nine
years.

SOURCE: DAWN, NOVEMBER 16, 2023
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Two soldiers among 8 lives lost in KP
attacks

Lance Naik Sajid Hussain (left) and Lance Naik Ehsan Badshah.

NORTH WAZIRISTAN: Eight people, including two security personnel and six civilians, were
martyred while several others sustained injuries in a string of blasts in three districts — North
Waziristan, South Waziristan and Bajaur.

The security personnel, Lance Naik Ehsan Badshah, 33, resident of Karak, and Lance Naik Sajid
Hussain, 30, hailing from Kurram, embraced martyrdom when an Improvised Explosive Device
(IED) went off in Razmak area of North Waziristan, according to a statement issued by the
military’s media wing, Inter-Services Public Relation (ISPR).

Another explosion in South Waziristan claimed the lives of three persons, including a tribal elder
and his son, while three others, including the father of a local JUI-F leader, lost their lives and an
equal number were injured in two separate blasts in the Bajaur district.

After the IED blast, the ISPR in a statement claimed that a sanitisation operation was being carried
out to eliminate any militants present in the area. “Security forces of Pakistan are determined to
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eliminate the menace of terrorism and such sacrifices of our brave soldiers further strengthen our
resolve,” it added.

In South Waziristan, tribal elder Aslam Noor, his eight-year-old son Hilal Khan and another man
identified as Sawab Khan were slain in the Ghundi area explosion. “The bomb was placed on the
rooftop of a shop, it went off as soon as Noor arrived at the shop,” Deputy Commissioner Nasir
Khan told Dawn.

Noor was conferred a presidential award in 2021 for his fight against foreign militants.

In twin blasts in different parts of Bajaur district, the father of a slain JUI-F local leader and two
other men were killed, while three others sustained injuries, officials said.

Abdul Sattar, son of JUI-F leader Maulana Abdul Salam Haqqani, was on his way back after
attending a funeral when a bomb went off in Mamond Tehsil, locals and police said, adding that
Niaz Meen, Ibraheem and Haji Mandroo also sustained injuries in the explosion.

Sattar’s father had also lost his life in a remote-controlled blast in his native town, Damadola, on
March 25, 2021.

The injured were later rushed to the district headquarters hospital in Khar town.
In yet another blast in the Peshtoo area near Khar town of Bajaur, 40-year-old Sabz Ali was killed.

Police quoted eyewitnesses as saying that Ali was targeted when he was on his way to Khar
bazaar in his vehicle. They said the vehicle was completely destroyed in the explosion. The police
claimed to have launched investigation into the roadside blast.

SOURCE: DAWN, NOVEMBER 23, 2023
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4 terrorists killed in operation in
Balochistan’s Kech

At least four terrorists were killed during a shootout between armed gunmen and Counter
Terrorism Department (CTD) personnel in Balochistan’s Kech district, police said.

In a press release, the CTD said it received information about the presence of terrorists near Pasni
Road in Kech district.

Upon reaching the location, law enforcement personnel encountered resistance as seven to eight
terrorists engaged in gunfire with the forces, the statement said.

The CTD said RPGs and hand grenades were fired by the terrorists during the encounter.

“Later, terrorists tried to flee the scene but the CTD team followed them in hot pursuit. Four
terrorists were killed and several others managed to escape using the cover of night,” it added.

According to the statement, the security forces recovered a cache of weapons, including pistols,
grenades, an improvised explosive device (IED)-fitted motorbike, and other arms during the
operation.

The bodies of the four terrorists were sent to Teaching Hospital Turbat for legal formalities, the
CTD said, adding that further investigation was underway.

The Counter Terrorism Department and various law enforcement agencies have been actively
engaged in Balochistan and neighbouring areas, undertaking intelligence-based operations to
locate and eradicate terrorist elements.

In one such action in September, the CTD conducted an operation in the Aghberg area of Quetta,
resulting in the elimination of five individuals identified as alleged terrorists associated with the
banned Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP).

Pakistan has witnessed an uptick in terror activities in recent months, especially in KP and
Balochistan, after the TTP ended its ceasefire with the government in November last year.

A day earlier, eight people, including two security personnel and six civilians, were martyred
while several others sustained injuries in a string of blasts in North Waziristan, South Waziristan
and Bajaur.

In September, data compiled by the Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Studies (PICSS)
said the number of militant attacks in August was the highest tally for monthly strikes in almost
nine years.

SOURCE: DAWN, NOVEMBER 23, 2023
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2 civilians killed, 3 soldiers among 10
injured in suicide attack on army convoy
in KP’s Bannu

Two civilians died and 10 others, including three Pakistan Army soldiers, were injured in a
suicide attack on a convoy of security forces in Baka Khel area of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
Bannu district, the military’s media affairs wing said.

In a statement, the Inter-Services Public Relation (ISPR) said that a “motorcycle borne suicide
bomber” detonated himself on a security forces” convoy on Sunday. It said that the bomber was
affiliated with the Hafiz Gul Bahadur Group and “later identified as an Afghan national”.

The ISPR said that “two innocent civilians embraced martyrdom while seven civilians and three
soldiers got injured”.

“Sanitisation operation is being carried out to eliminate any other terrorists found in the area.
Security forces of Pakistan are determined to eliminate the menace of terrorism and such
sacrifices of our brave civilians and soldiers further strength our resolve,” the ISPR said.

Last night, the ISPR said that eight militants were killed in an intelligence-based operation (IBO)
in the Sararogha area of South Waziristan.

On Wednesday, two soldiers had embraced martyrdom after an improvised explosive device
(IED) exploded on a security forces” convoy in the Razmak area of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s North
Waziristan district.

Pakistan has witnessed an uptick in terror activities in recent months, especially in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan, after the banned militant Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan ended its
ceasefire with the government last year.

In September, data compiled by the Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Studies (PICSS)
said the number of militant attacks in August was the highest tally for monthly strikes in almost
nine years.

SOURCE: DAWN, NOVEMBER 27, 2023



