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Director’s Message

We take pride in the fact that CGR continues to play an
active role on behalf of the civil society against the
challenges of Organised Crime in Pakistan.

The Civil Society Alliance on UNTOC Review Process kept
its engagement with the National Focal Person by active
association with the Working Groups.

CGR participated in all the UNTOC Constructive Dialogues
in Vienna during 2023.

Our collaboration with the Global Initiative Against
Transnational Organized Crime (GITOC) remains very
strong and meaningful.

We remain committed to making a difference during 2024.

TARIQ KHOSA

Director
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November saw 34pc increase in anti-
state violence across Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: Following a two-month decline in militant activities, Pakistan experienced 34
pc increase in anti-state violence in Nov 2023.

Data unveiled by the Islamabad-based think tank Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security
Studies (PICSS) reveals a total of 63 militant attacks during the month, resulting in 83 fatalities,
including that of 37 security forces personnel and 33 civilians. Additionally, 89 individuals
sustained injuries, comprising 53 civilians and 36 security forces personnel.

Pakistani security forces responded with precision, eliminating at least 59 militants, while 18
suspected militants were apprehended.

A comparative analysis with October data underscores a 34pc surge in militant attacks, a 63pc
rise in fatalities, and an 89pc increase in the number of injured persons during November.

According to the PICSS database, the cumulative toll for the first eleven months of 2023 reflects
599 militant attacks, resulting in 897 fatalities and 1,241 injuries. This signifies an 81pc escalation
in militant attacks, an 86pc surge in resultant deaths, and a 64pc rise in the number of injured
compared to the corresponding period in 2022.

Once again, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) emerged as the most affected province, with
documenting 51 attacks, causing 54 fatalities and 81 injuries.

Within KP, 20 attacks occurred in the merged districts (former FATA), resulting in 23 fatalities
and 13 injuries, while mainland KP reported 31 attacks, leading to 31 fatalities and 68 injuries.

This implies that 81pc of total attacks, 65pc of total deaths, and 91 percent of total injuries were
reported in KP province.

Balochistan recorded nine attacks, resulting in 18 fatalities, including that of 15 security forces
personnel and three civilians, with eight injuries being reported, encompassing five civilians and
three security forces personnel.

Sindh experienced two minor-level attacks resulting in two fatalities, while Punjab witnessed a
single, high-profile attack in Mianwali Air Base of Pakistan Air Force in 2023, marking a

distinctive incident in the province.

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 3, 2023
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Soldier martyred in exchange of fire
with terrorists in South Waziristan

—_— J
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SEP AHMED ALlI SHAHEED

A picture of martyred Sepoy Ahmed Ali.

A Pakistan Army soldier was martyred in an exchange of fire with terrorists in the Sararogha
area of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s South Waziristan district, the military’s media wing said.

According to the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), a fire exchange took place between army
troops and terrorists after the military “effectively engaged the terrorists” location”.

The statement added that 26-year-old Sepoy Ahmed Ali, a resident of Charsadda district,
embraced martyrdom after “fighting gallantly” with terrorists during the “intense fire exchange”.

“Sanitisation operation is being carried out to eliminate any terrorists found in the area as security
forces of Pakistan are determined to wipe out the menace of terrorism,” the ISPR said.

It added that “such sacrifices of our brave soldiers further strengthen our resolve.”

On Nov 26, eight terrorists were killed by security forces during an intelligence-based operation
(IBO) in South Waziristan.
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On Nov 21, the ISPR had said that a soldier had embraced martyrdom in a blast in North
Waziristan, while separate IBOs in Dera Ismail Khan and South Waziristan districts had left at
least three militants dead.

Pakistan has witnessed an uptick in terror activities in recent months, especially in KP and
Balochistan after the banned militant Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan had ended its ceasefire with the
government in November last year.

According to data released by the Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Studies, the country
experienced a 34 per cent increase in anti-state violence last month.

It had revealed that KP emerged as the most affected province, documenting 51 attacks, causing
54 fatalities and 81 injuries.

Meanwhile, Balochistan had recorded nine attacks, resulting in 18 fatalities, including that of 15
security forces personnel and three civilians.

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 5, 2023
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Kidney trade gang busted

.
N

Doctors call for legislation to facilitate organ transplantation.
Police have arrested three suspected members of a gang involved in more than 90 illegal
kidney transplants.
According to police officials, the gang sold kidneys for Rs2.5 million to Rs5 million. Saddar SP
Sidra Khan announced in a news conference that the suspects had been arrested by the Satto Katla
police.
The apprehended suspects — Raza, Liaquat and Zulfikar — were allegedly taking advantage of

poverty of residents of remote villages, enticing them with money and promises of job to procure
their kidneys.

The arrested men handed over the victims to one Dr Adil who allegedly used to take them to a
farmhouse in Islamabad, where their kidneys were extracted.
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The official said the money was paid to Raza who kept a commission and distributed the rest of
the amount among the victims.

SP Sidra Khan said the promised payments had not been made to the victims after transplantation
in some instances.

One of the victims, Akram Rehmat, had complained to the police after he had not paid the amount
promised by the suspects, leading to their arrests.

Investigations revealed that the suspects were selling the kidneys extracted from the victims for
up to Rs5 million, the police official said, adding that the gang had exploited more than 90 people.

It was also discovered that the gang had conducted kidney extractions under the guise of medical
tests for job placement, preying particularly on the poor and brick kiln workers.

The arrested suspects are residents of Raiwand and Thokar Niaz Baig in Lahore and they were
apprehended with the help of phone Call Detail Records (CDR) and other evidence.

Chung ASP Kamil Mushtaq said the suspects had been found possessing the identity cards and
medical reports of the victims.

Over 90 victims of the gang have come forward, but the number is likely to increase.

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, DECEMBER 5, 2023.
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Norwegian recipe

MOHAMMAD ALI BABAKHEL

NORWAY'’S ‘Action Plan against Radi-ca-lisation and Violent Extremism’ epitomises its
commitment to effectively counter viol-ent extremism. This comprehensive strate--gy reflects
Norway’s escalated efforts agai-nst radicalisation and violent extremism (VE), underlining its
significance in safeguarding democracy, human rights, and se--curity. The plan’s primary goal
is to identify and support individuals at risk of radicalisation, seeking to intervene proactively.

Early prevention, a shared societal responsibility, involves a broad coalition. A dedicated
working group, including representatives from the prime minister’s office, nine ministries,
research institutions, local governments, and voluntary organisations, is led by the justice and
public security ministry. This extensive collaboration highlights the complexity of combating VE
and the need for a unified approach.

Norway has meticulously defined terms such as ‘radicalisation’, “violent extremism’, and hate
crime to facilitate effective action and avoid misinterpretation. Radicalisation is seen as a process
where individuals increasingly endorse violence to achieve political, ideological, or religious
goals. VE involves the willingness to use violence for similar purposes, and hate crimes are driven
by prejudice against specific identity groups.

Norway’s VE landscape evolved post-9/11, becoming more intricate than the 1990s” simpler
dynamics. The 2011 terror attacks by Anders Behring Breivik, resulting in 77 deaths, revealed that
VE could be both imported and domestically grown, not solely from external ideologies or
training. The rise of the internet and social media as platforms for radicalisation has introduced
new challenges. Norway faces two main extremist ideologies: religiously inspired extremism and
right-wing anti-religious extremism. These ideologies often provoke each other, escalating
tensions and leading to violent outcomes.

Introduced in 2014 and revised in 2020, Norway’s action plan includes 30 measures across five
priority areas. It emphasises expertise, cooperation, and coordination to inhibit extremist groups’
growth and promote reintegration. The plan advocates for collaboration between police and
municipalities, enhanced through police councils and public liaison councils, to engage local
politicians in crime prevention.

In 2014, Norway, along with Denmark, Sweden, and Finland, established a Nordic network for
VE prevention, aiming to improve information-sharing and collective action. This initiative led
to the development of individual action plans in these countries, advancing research and local
preventive strategies.
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The Norwegian plan’s measures focus on research, understanding the radicalisation process,
addressing foreign fighters’ challenges, and developing competencies in the health sector to
tackle VE and related mental health issues. It also emphasises organising youth dialogues,
developing preventive literature in the field of countering violent extremism, and enhancing
knowledge in the justice sector.

Other measures include increasing teachers’ capabilities in preventing radicalisation and holding
annual national conferences on VE prevention. These conferences play a vital role in advancing
field knowledge, sharing experiences, and building networks.

Preventing extremist group growth and recruitment is a key focus. Effective coordination
between law-enforcement agencies is crucial. The plan also recognises the role of voluntary
organisations in preventing VE, promoting interfaith dialogue to exp-1--o--re common values and
deter radicalisation.

Norway’s appro-a--ch to internet rec-r-u-itment and the spr-e--ad of militant ideo-logies online
includes advocating for incre-ased cyber policing. Six ministries are tasked with implementing
this comprehensive plan.

Norway’s strategy sets a precedent for other nations. It represents a comprehensive,
multipronged approach to combat radicalisation and violent extremism, emphasising
collaborative efforts essential for protecting society from these pervasive threats.

The plan’s adaptability and continuous evaluation of its effectiveness in a rapidly changing global
landscape are vital. By integrating local and international perspectives, Norway seeks to create a
robust framework that addresses current VE challenges and anticipates future trends. This
forward-thinking mindset is crucial in the global fight against radicalisation and VE.
Additionally, the plan’s emphasis on involving local communities and stakeholders in preventive
efforts highlights Norway’s recognition of the importance of grassroots initiatives in countering
VE. This bottom-up approach ensures that the strategies are culturally sensitive and locally
relevant, enhancing their effectiveness and sustainability.

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 9, 2023
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Universal Declaration of Human Rights

On December 10, 1948, the United Nations adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
in the hope of creating a better world after the horrors of World War II.

Coming three years after the Allied victory over the Nazis, it was the first time that countries had
agreed to protect fundamental rights and freedoms on a universal scale for all people.

It was also one of the first achievements of the United Nations, itself born from the ashes of the
second world War, and inspired the development of international human rights law.
Its adoption in Paris was hailed with a lengthy standing ovation from delegates determined that
the world would never again see the likes of Auschwitz, Hiroshima and other atrocities.

Although not legally binding the declaration stresses the supremacy of individual rights over
those of states.

It outs economic, social and cultural freedoms on the same level as civil and political rights.

Human rights were no longer exclusively an internal affair as Hitler had claimed to prevent
foreign interference. They were now a universal issue.

On the 75th anniversary of the adoption of the milestonecharter, here is some historical
background.

The UN’s first General Assembly in 1946 created a commission on Human Rights made up of 18
members from various political, cultural and religious backgrounds to work on an international
bill of rights.

The drafting committee first met in 1947 under the dynamic chairmanship of Eleanor Roosevelt,
widow of the US president Franklin D. Roosevelt.

Its other representatives were from eight countries selected according to their geographical
location with Canada’s John Peters Humphrey and France’s Rene Cassin playing key roles in the
drafting.

It is the first document of an ethical sort that organized humanity has ever adopted, recalled
Cassin.

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, DECEMBER 10, 2023
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25 soldiers martyred, 27 terrorists killed
in separate incidents in Dera Ismail
Khan

Twenty-five Pakistan Army soldiers were martyred while 27 terrorists were killed in three
separate incidents in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Dera Ismail Khan, the military’s media affairs
wing said.

According to the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), “heightened activities” were witnessed
in the district on the nights of December 11 and 12.

In the early hours today, a group of six terrorists attacked a security forces” checkpost in the
Daraban general area, it said.

“The attempt to enter the post was effectively thwarted which forced the terrorists to ram an
explosive-laden vehicle into the post, followed by a suicide bombing attack.

“The resulting blasts led to the collapse of the building, causing multiple casualties; 23 brave
soldiers embraced shahadat, while all six terrorists were effectively engaged and sent to hell,” the
ISPR said.

It added that sanitisation operations were being conducted to eliminate any other terrorists
present in the area. “Security forces of Pakistan are determined to wipe out the menace of
terrorism from the country and such sacrifices of our brave soldiers further strengthens our
resolve,” the ISPR said.

Tehreek-i-Jihad Pakistan (T]JP), a new group affiliated with the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP),
claimed responsibility for the attack on the checkpost.

The TJP spokesman in his claim said four bombers, belonging to Lakki, Dera Ismail Khan, Swat
and Mardan districts, took part in the attack.

Pakistan has recently been claiming the involvement of Afghans in terrorist attacks and the
statement by the TJP appears to suggest otherwise.

Meanwhile, the ISPR said 17 terrorists were killed in a separate intelligence-based operation in
the Darazinda area of Dera Ismail Khan.

It further stated that two soldiers embraced martyrdom while four more terrorists were
neutralised in another intelligence-based operation in the Kulachi area.

0
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“The killed terrorists were actively involved in numerous terrorist activities against security
forces as well as killing of innocent civilians. Weapons, ammunition and explosives were also
recovered during the operations,” it added.

This is the military’s highest single-day death toll from terrorist attacks reported this year. Before
this, 12 soldiers were martyred in separate military operations in the Zhob and Sui areas of
Balochistan in July.

Pakistan issues ‘strong demarche’ to Afghan diplomat

The Foreign Office (FO) said that the foreign secretary had called in the Afghan charge d’affaires
to deliver “Pakistan’s strong demarche in the context of today’s deadly terrorist attack” in DI
Khan.

“The attack, whose responsibility has been claimed by the TJP, a terrorist group affiliated with
the TTP, resulted in multiple causalities, including the martyrdom of 23 security personnel,” the
FO said.

The Afghan charge d’affaires was asked to immediately convey the following to the interim
Afghan government; to fully investigate and take stern action against the perpetrators of the
attack, publicly condemn the terrorist incident at the highest level, take “immediate verifiable
actions” against all terrorist groups and their sanctuaries, apprehend and handover the
perpetrators of the attack and the TTP leadership in Afghanistan to Pakistan, and take all
necessary measures to deny the persistent use of Afghan soil for terrorism against Pakistan.

“Today’s terrorist attack is yet another reminder of the terrorist threat to peace and stability in
the region. We must act resolutely with all our collective might to defeat this menace. On its part,
Pakistan remains steadfast in its commitment to combat terrorism,” the FO said.

“We will fight back till terrorism is eliminated’

Prime Minister Anwaarul Haq Kakar strongly condemned the attack and said the security forces
would not be demoralised by such “cowardly acts”, state-run Radio Pakistan reported.

He said the entire nation salutes the martyrs who sacrificed their lives in the war against
terrorism. The premier also directed authorities to provide the best medical treatment to the
injured persons.

Separately in a post on X (formerly Twitter), PM Kakar said that “dedication, sacrifice and valour
in the face of terror is unparalleled and a beacon of hope for our nation”.
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'-a Anwaar ul Hag Kakar £ X
1’1" @anwaar_kakar - Follow

| salute our valiant security forces for countering the
attack in Dera Ismail Khan. Their dedication, sacrifice and
valor in the face of terror is unparalleled and a beacon of
hope for our nation. My deepest sympathies with the
families of our brave martyrs. We will fight back... Show
more

346 PM - Dec 12, 2023 @
¥ 652 ® Reply 1 Share

Read 395 replies

The prime minister also extended his deepest sympathies to the families of brave martyrs. “We
will fight back till the menace of terrorism is eliminated from our motherland,” he added.

President Arif Alvi, in a statement, said such cowardly acts could not shake the resolve of the
security personnel.

Caretaker Foreign Minister Jalil Abbas Jilani said, “Terrorists and their handlers, wherever they
are, will pay for their cowardly attacks”.

“Our brave soldiers are ready to make the ultimate sacrifice to blunt the nefarious designs of
enemies. Heartfelt condolences with families of victims of today’s attack and prayers for
martyrs,” he said in a post on X.

Jalil Abbas Jilani & x
@Jalililani - Follow
Terrorists and their handlers, wherever they are, will pay
for their cowardly attacks. Our brave soldiers are ready to
make the ultimate sacrifice to blunt the nefarious designs

of enemies.Heartfelt condolences with families of victims
of today's attack and prayers for Martyrs

7:19 PM - Dec 12, 2023 )
W 230 @ Reply .1 Share

Read 90 replies

Caretaker Interior Minister Sarfaraz Bugti also condemned the terrorist attack and expressed
deep sorrow over the loss of lives.

0
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PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari extended condolences to the grieving families and called
attacks on both civilians and security forces unforgivable.
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Meanwhile, former president Asif Ali Zardari emphasised the need to eradicate the menace of

terrorism. He also prayed for the recovery of the injured.
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Former Sindh governor Dr Ishratul Ibad said he was saddened by the heinous attack. “My
heartfelt condolences go out to the families of the fallen security men, and I wish for the injured
to recover quickly,” he said.

Dr Ishrat Ul Ebad & X
@dnshratulebad - Follow
Deeply saddened by the heinous attack in Dera Ismail
Khan, Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa on Daraban School and
Daraban Police Station.” My heartfelt condolences go out

to the families of the fallen security men, and | wish for
the injured to recover quickly.

Terrorist acts have no place in... Show mare
11:43 AM - Dec 12, 2023 ®

Wi ® Reply T Share

Read 3 replies

PPP leader Sherry Rehman and PTIleader Ali Muhammad Khan also condemned the attack. “The
losses we suffer only strengthen our implacable resolve to fight such a twisted mindset,” she said.

0
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-B SenatorSherryRehman & X
@sherryrehman - Follow

Strongly condemn the terrorist attack in Dera Ismail Khan
and salute the valor and sacrifices of our 23 brave young
men who gave their lives fighting such heinous acts of
terrorism. My heart goes out to the families in their
moment of loss, which no one can replace.

The losses... Show more
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Read 4 replies

The latter said that the “evil plans of the enemies of the state” would always be thwarted.

« - Ali Muhammad Khan & X
'3’,;1 @Ali_MuharmmadPTI - Follow

Strongly condemn the terrorist attack in DI Khan. The
whole nation stands with the families of the Martyrs.
InshaAllah together shall we safeguard our homeland
Pakistan and will never give up against the menace of
terrorism and the evil plans of the enemies of the state
will... Show more
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¥ 593 ® Reply 1 Share

Read 25 replies

No loss of life reported in IED blast near police van in Lakki Marwat

Separately, an improvised explosive device (IED) exploded near a police vehicle on routine patrol
in KP’s Lakki Marwat. However, no loss of life was reported in the incident.

Lakki Marwat District Police Officer (DPO) Tariq Habib told Dawn.com that the Gabila police
station house officer was on routine patrolling in the area when the IED blast occurred.

He said that the policeman was unhurt in the attack. DPO Habib said that the IED was planted
on the roadside, adding that it detonated at a distance from the police vehicle.

He also refuted reports that alleged that the police vehicle was damaged in the incident and that
explosives were planted under a bridge.

0
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Pakistan has witnessed an uptick in terror activities in recent months, especially in KP and
Balochistan, after the TTP ended its ceasefire with the government in November last year.

On Nov 3, a bomb blast targeting police personnel killed five people and injured over 20 others
in DI Khan.

On Oct 31, a policeman was martyred after unknown militants opened fire on a police camp in
Dera Ismail Khan. That same day, two soldiers were martyred in an IED blast in the South
Waziristan district.

According to data released by the Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Studies, the country
experienced a 34 per cent increase in anti-state violence last month. It showed KP as the most
affected province, documenting 51 attacks, causing 54 fatalities and 81 injuries.

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 12, 2023
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Organ trafficking ring busted

The petitioners alleged violation of human rights through illegal organ trade and kidney transplants in the country.

In an on-going crackdown against suspects involved in human organs trafficking, FIA Lahore
Zone apprehended an international gang engaged in the illegal sale and transplantation of human
organs.

The agency has arrested three operatives, with ongoing raids aimed at nabbing the remaining
members of the group.

The accused have confessed to orchestrating the illegal transplant of 80 individuals, including 15
foreigners.

The clandestine activities of the gang primarily revolved around conducting kidney transplant
operations in secret locations within slum areas.

Exploiting the vulnerable, the operatives purchased kidneys from simple and impoverished
citizens for amounts ranging from Rs300,000 to Rs400,000, only to sell them for exorbitant sums
ranging from Rs7 million to Rs8 million.

0
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The joint operation conducted by FIA and Punjab Human Organ Transplant Authority (PHOTA)
spanned Lahore, Rawalpindi, and Gujarat, following the directives of Lahore Zone Director
Sarfaraz Khan Virk.

Three suspects involved in the illicit transplantation of body parts were successfully arrested
during the operation, leading to the registration of a case.

Acting on a complaint from PHOTA Lahore, a dedicated team under the supervision of Deputy
Director of Anti-Corruption Circle Lahore, Mian Muhammad Sabir, Stunt Director Nadeem
Akhtar, Gul Shahnaz, Inspector Shahzeb, Sub-Inspector Muhammad Imtiaz Niazi, and others,
collaborated with PHOTA Deputy Director Vigilance Adnan Bhatti and his team. Notable arrests
included nephrologist Dr Shehbaz Malik from Gujarat, notorious agent Shahzad, and private lab
attendant Abrar Hussain from Rawalpindi.

Dr Shahbaz Malik allegedly demanded Rs4 million from a patient’s family for kidney
transplantation, with subsequent transactions involving Rs500,000 transactions through agents
in Lahore and Rawalpindi.

The investigation has exposed the modus operandi, revealing that agents provided kidney
donors to Shehzad for Rs10,000 to Rs30,000, while the same kidneys were sold to patients for Rs4
million to Rs8 million.

Addressing the media in a joint press conference, FIA Lahore Zone Director Sarfraz Khan Virk
emphasized the agency’s skilful and diligent efforts in apprehending three members of the
international gang. He assured that action is underway to arrest the remaining accused and their
facilitators.

Punjab Provincial Health Minister Dr Javed Akram condemned the perpetrators of this heinous
crime, expressing shame for their actions against the country and humanity. Dr Akram
highlighted the wurgency of legislative amendments in organ transplant laws, with
recommendations already submitted to the cabinet.

These proposed changes aim to make the state the plaintiff in such cases, allowing for the
punishment of accused individuals with fourteen years of imprisonment and hefty fines in the
range of millions of rupees.

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, DECEMBER 13, 2023.
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The attacks in DI Khan are a sign of
times to come if Pakistan doesn’t fix its
act soon

At least 25 soldiers were martyred and 27 terrorists killed in three separate incidents in Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa’s Dera Ismail Khan on Tuesday. While all three incidents took place within hours
of each other, the deadliest was an attack on a security forces” check post which claimed the lives
of 23 soldiers.

The attack is one of the deadliest in Pakistan’s recent history — which has seen an uptick in
militant activity after a brief lull some time ago — and comes just four days before the ninth
anniversary of the Army Public School massacre in Peshawar, which claimed the lives of 144
students and staff members. But what has brought about this resurgence?

Following countless military operations over almost a decade, resulting in thousands of casualties
among both security forces and innocent civilians caught in the crossfire, we were led to believe
that militancy in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa was finally over. Phrases like ‘enemies neutralised” and
the ‘era of peace has started” started bouncing off television tickers and posts on social media.

0
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But even as the mainstream hailed these developments, residents of KP, including those living in
the erstwhile Federally Administered Tribal Areas (Fata) — which were later rebranded as
merged districts — remained sceptical about the complete eradication of militancy in the region.

Their scepticism was rooted in the persistent loss of life, occurring in different parts of the
province under various circumstances and timelines.

In recent years, KP has witnessed a sharp spike in attacks throughout the province, particularly
in its southern region, comprising districts Tank, DI Khan, Kohat, North Waziristan, South
Waziristan, Bannu, Karak and Lakki Marwat. In fact, between June 18, 2022, and June 18, 2023,
665 militant attacks were carried out in KP, according to the provincial police.

The highest number of these attacks were reported in DI Khan at 81, followed by Peshawar at 56
and Bajaur at 51. So why does DI Khan stand out when it comes to militancy?

The backwaters

The region comprising southern KP, which also includes DI Khan, is blessed with a rich and
diverse landscape, including deserts, forests, plains, and mountains. Its resilient population is
known for its ability to endure various challenges to earn their livelihoods. However, these very
people have also suffered a prolonged history of neglect and abandonment by both Peshawar
and Islamabad over the years.

Decades of neglect in all sectors, ranging from education to healthcare, basic infrastructure,
energy, extreme poverty, and lack of employment opportunities at various levels have naturally
created a fertile breeding ground for militants to recruit these “lost youth”, if one can call them
that.

In these parts of the province, senior governmental officials and politicians arrive, particularly
before each election cycle, and engage in public meetings with locals, where their media teams
capture photos, presenting their visit as if they travelled to an otherworldly place and met with
celestial beings.

In reality, however, the well-being and progress of the people of southern KP do not appear to
hold any priority for these officials and politicians.

Tunnel vision

One of Pakistan’s biggest problems lies in the prevalence of “blind adhocism” at policy-making
levels. Instead of thoughtfully designing actions and, as one would expect from intelligent
decision-makers, anticipating and preparing for the consequences of those actions, we tend to

0



DIGEST DECEMBER 2023

favour short-term solutions that merely serve as cosmetic fixes and fail to address the core issues
at hand.

For instance, while the frequency of attacks and the number of dead and injured have risen to
levels reminiscent of peak militancy days, the most alarming aspect is the increased sophistication
and organisation of the current generation of militants. This younger lot is tech-savvy and plans
their attacks far more diligently than the militants of the early and mid-2000s, who came in high
numbers to mount attacks and suffered heavy casualties at the hands of security forces in the
process.

Yet, law enforcement agencies, particularly the Federal Investigation Agency — under whose
ambit cyber crimes fall — remain woefully under-equipped and much of the legislation in this
sector appears to do little to mitigate these threats largely due to a lack of understanding of the
changing landscape among the lawmakers.

Another important element of the rapidly deteriorating security situation is the extra burden of
“political engineering” thrust upon the shoulders of the police and intelligence agencies, who
instead of using their resources to combat militancy and maintain law and order, are involved in
other activities.

The resultant erosion of public sympathy for the police and security forces poses a long-term
threat, as this already beleaguered force relies heavily on public support, not only for morale but
also for operational effectiveness.

Social media has also vastly changed the landscape of information sharing, bringing both benefits
and drawbacks. Over the years, militant groups have refined their narrative-building techniques,
significantly enhancing their capabilities in this domain. Many of these outfits now increasingly
rely on social media platforms, particularly those offering encrypted services such as Telegram
and Signal, to amplify their voices, run recruitment drives, educate their followers on protecting
anonymity and even train them in militant tactics.

Meanwhile, the state’s actions have been limited to producing and sharing songs and drama
serials that find little traction among a populace that already resents it. It is a globally
acknowledged fact that narrative building cannot be solely confined to official channels — public
engagement is crucial for broader acceptance. Unfortunately, the state is rapidly losing ground
in this critical arena.

On the other hand, even as considerable infrastructure development, particularly on roads, was
achieved during the “War on Terror’, it was not enough to satisfy the population’s basic needs.
For decades, the government constructed “ghost facilities” in ex-Fata, including schools and
hospitals, as political incentives for garnering local support. These facilities, often built in
impractical locations or lacking necessary resources, remain underutilised or abandoned.

On a tactical level, a senior security official stationed in a critical district of southern KP expressed
serious concern about the lack of essential resources to effectively combat the well-trained and
equipped fighters belonging to various factions of the Pakistani Taliban.
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“If I show you the equipment I have been given by my force in the district, you would be shocked.
My district is at the forefront against militancy, and I can fairly claim that my district has the most
minimum resources in the entire KP province,” he said, during a recent interaction.

The officer expressed concern over the lack of resources for material escort operations, even
though officials in Peshawar receive advanced counterterrorism equipment and technology on a
monthly basis. He questioned where this equipment ends up, suggesting that it is not being used
effectively.

This year, the two deadliest attacks in KP — the suicide attack on the Police Lines mosque in
Peshawar in January, 2023, and the one in Daraban, DI Khan a day ago — brought out another
important aspect that is oft-ignored in the discourse on militancy. While the Peshawar attack was
“Istishadi” — carried out through a body-borne improvised explosive device (BBIED), resulting
in a loss of over 80 police officials, the Daraban attack was was “Inghimasi” — carried out through
a vehicle-borne improvised explosive device (VBIED) — resulting in a loss of 23 military
personnel.

According to officials, in both these attacks, many of the deaths were not caused directly by the
explosion, but were in fact caused by the buildings collapsing.

This may be the indirect cost of corruption in construction of such facilities with substandard
materials, design and structuring — in order to mint money, contractors and engineers build
public buildings with substandard material and structure, making them so vulnerable that the
shockwave of a blast alone destroys the walls and causes the roof to cave in, resulting in
numerous deaths.

Where do we go from here?

Days after the APS massacre, the nation banded together and pledged: “Never again”. Soon after,
Pakistan developed a National Action Plan to combat terrorism. Almost nine years later, we find
ourselves at the same point all over again. So where do we go from here?

For starters, let’s not play Nero’s Fiddle under the false assumption that all is well. It is not.

Those who offer critical and independent perspectives and analyses are often silenced rather than
consulted for policy formulation. Officials in these regions prefer to suppress any undesirable
occurrences within their jurisdictions to protect their careers.

Despite years of immense sacrifices, the genie of militancy has once again emerged from the
bottle, this time armed with advanced weaponry and tactics, posing a formidable challenge.

Cosmetic actions such as hosting jirgas at deputy commissioner’s offices won’t resolve these
issues, as Pakistan requires a comprehensive national dialogue, not just limited to local
discussions.
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While politicians must be held accountable for various shortcomings, they remain the most
actively engaged individuals with firsthand understanding of the ground realities. They should,
therefore, be entrusted with a leadership role in both peace negotiations and military operations.
This necessitates unity among all political parties, state institutions, and the nation as we confront
the war that is upon us.

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 13, 2023
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3 cops martyred, 2 injured after police
headquarters comes under attack in KP’s
Tank district

This photo shows the local Police Lines in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Tank district on Dec 15.

Three policemen were martyred while another two were injured after the local police
headquarters in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Tank district came under attack, police said.

Tank District Police Officer Iftikhar Ali Shah confirmed the casualties. He told Dawn.com that a
sub-inspector was among those killed.

According to the official, one of several militants first exploded himself at the main entrance of a
police office and residence block and the others stormed in. “Our force on guard engaged them
in a gun battle for hours,” DPO Shah said.

KP Inspector General Akhtar Hayat said three of the attackers were killed.

DPO Shah said he was present at the site of the incident and a search operation was under way
to locate more militants. He further said that the terrorists fired shots and “used hand grenades”.

A little-known militant group that identified itself as Ansarul Islam claimed responsibility, saying
it was their first attack, according to a statement sent to a Reuters reporter. The police didn’t verify
the authenticity of the claim.
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Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaarul Haq Kakar strongly condemned the attack and paid tribute
to the security forces for foiling “a big plan of terrorism”.

“The entire nation pays tribute to the valiant security personnel who sacrificed their lives for the
homeland,” he said in a statement released by the Prime Minister’s Office.

The premier also vowed to continue the fight against terrorism till its complete elimination from
the country, adding that the nation stood with its security forces in the war against terror.

Former prime minister Shehbaz Sharif expressed his grief over the incident and strongly
condemned it.

Stating that the police, Frontier Corps and Pakistan Army were putting their lives at risk, he
added that the nation would always be indebted to them for their sacrifices.
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Uptick in terror activities

Today’s incident comes days after at least 23 soldiers were martyred and more than 30 troops
wounded after militants belonging to the Tehreek-i-Jihad Pakistan (T]JP) stormed a compound
used by the military in Dera Ismail Khan.

Last month, a cop embraced martyrdom in a militant attack outside the Nadra office in Tank after
being shot by militants riding on a motorcycle.

On Nov 11, three police personnel, including a station house officer (SHO), were martyred and
five others including a deputy superintendent of police, had sustained injuries in a militant attack
on police in Tank’s Kari Shah Noor area.

Earlier in November, an overnight attack on the post in the limits of Gul Imam police station in
the Tank area of D.I. Khan was repelled.

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 15, 2023
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Effective CT plan

THE state has failed to evolve an effective counterterrorism strategy to deal with the resurgent
militant threat, with the result that the outgoing year has seen an alarming rise in terrorist
attacks, and an unacceptable loss of life, particularly among security personnel.

Just days after at least 23 army men were martyred in Dera Ismail Khan in the highest casualty
attack this year, five more security personnel fell in the line of duty on Friday in separate attacks
in KP’s Tank and Khyber districts. In the Tank attack, three policemen were martyred after
militants stormed the local police headquarters. In Khyber, two FC men were martyred when
terrorists struck a checkpoint. The fact that these attacks took place so soon after a major act of
terrorism reflects a considerable security and intelligence lapse.

The area in focus — the southern part of KP and neighbouring districts in Balochistan and Punjab
— has become a new hotbed of militancy, particularly after the Afghan Taliban returned to power
in Kabul in 2021, though it should be remembered that this region was amongst the locations
from where the banned TTP initially sprang. A new actor has emerged from the nebulous world
of militancy in the form of Tehreek-i-Jihad Pakistan, believed to be a TTP front. This outfit has
been involved in some of the deadliest attacks this year.

While it is true that militant groups often take on new monikers, their leadership, networks and
goals remain largely the same. Therefore, CT efforts should not be distracted by names, and focus
on the leaderships of these groups, their sources of funding and supplies.

The state has directed much of its wrath at the Afghan Taliban government for failing to rein in
anti-Pakistan terrorists believed to be active across the Durand Line. While Kabul's rulers
certainly cannot be absolved of their duty to prevent militants from jeopardising Pakistan’s
security, the responsibility for securing our territory is ours alone, and we cannot blame others
for our lapses. By all means, Kabul must be told that Afghan soil cannot be used to harbour
terrorists, and diplomatic pressure should continue if the Taliban fail to deliver. But
implementing an effective CT strategy is the government’s duty. It should not be forgotten that
many of those involved in acts of terrorism are locals, while the socioeconomic marginalisation
of the vulnerable geographic area has also fuelled radicalisation.

Therefore, a rejuvenated NAP is required to quell the violence, while longer-term efforts are
needed to address the deprivation of the affected areas. Pakistan can ill afford a new full-blown
militant insurgency. Unless steps are taken now to address the threat, that is exactly what stares
us in the face. The caretaker set-up and the incoming government must deal with this threat
resolutely.

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 17, 2023
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5 terrorists neutralised in intelligence-
based operation in North Waziristan

At least five terrorists were killed in an intelligence-based operation by security forces in the
Mir Ali area of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s North Waziristan District, according to a statement by
the military’s media affairs wing.

The Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) said the forces conducted an operation in the Mir Ali
area on the reported presence of terrorists. “An intense exchange of fire took place during the
operation and five terrorists, including their commander, Rahzaib Khuray, were sent to hell,” the
statement added.

It said the slain terrorists remained actively involved in numerous terrorist activities against
security forces as well as extortion and targeted killings of civilians. “Weapons and ammunition
were also recovered during the operation.” According to the ISPR, the locals of the area
appreciated the operation.

“Sanitisation operation is being carried out to eliminate any other terrorist found in the area as
the security forces are determined to wipe out the menace of terrorism from the country,” the
military said. Pakistan has witnessed an uptick in terror activities in recent months, especially in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan, after the banned militant Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan
ended its ceasefire with the government last year.

Earlier this month, as many as 25 soldiers of the Pakistan Army embraced martyrdom in two
separate incidents on a single day, including a terrorist attack in Dera Ismail Khan, claiming lives
of 23 soldiers and a military operation in the Kolachi and Dara-zi-nda areas of the KP that saw
two army personnel losing their lives. That was the military’s highest single-day death toll from
terrorist attacks reported this year. Before this, as many as 12 soldiers of the Pakistan Army were
martyred in separate military operations in the Zhob and Sui areas of Balochistan.

According to statistics released by the Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Studies (PICSS)
regarding suicide attacks in 2023, the country witnessed the highest number of suicide attacks
since 2014 during this year, with nearly half of them targeting the security forces.

As many as 48 per cent of deaths and 58pc of injuries were inflicted upon security forces
personnel. “A staggering 29 suicide attacks were reported, resulting in the tragic loss of 329 lives
and leaving 582 individuals injured. Comparing the data to the preceding year, 2022, report
reveals a distressing 93pc increase in the number of suicide attacks, a shocking 226pc rise in
resultant deaths, and a troubling 101pc surge in the number of injured individuals.

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 30, 2023
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51 more enforced disappearances in 2023
bring overall figure to 3,120

Fifty-one more cases of enforced disappearances in 2023 have brought Pakistan’s overall figure
to 3,120, according to a report published by non-governmental organisation (NGO) Defence of
Human Rights (DHR).

DHR is an NGO working on the issue of enforced disappearances since 2004.

Fact Sheet

DHR Fact Sheet Updated on 20th Dec 2023

Provinces Disappeared Released Traced extrajudicial Total
killings
AJEK 20 17 02 01
40
Balochistan 67 12 02 01 82
IcT 47 32 07 03 89
KPK 792 121 151 27
1091
Punjab 326 343 76 a5 791
Sindh 134 70 08 10 222
Total 1386 595 246 88 2315
TOTAL Cases REGISTERED BY DHR........ccovvummsrsrssssrsnaranss 2315
Still Enforced Disappeared...........c.ovviiiiiiiininiiiiiinin 1386
Traced PersONS..........covivvavnniis esyeies sesiitibl
REIGEIEH .. cvvsarviaravsssderyissvestronsvbnesssiveshsbisermmer 95
Total Extrajudicial killings ..o, 88
SERENTIDRERE TN o) 5 0 a0nnansnss snsesnd SASARARASEAIEAR SR RAR 77
Old data of traced cases ..... ZasninssaasnaepadsaabRID
MONMANY CASBS.......cvvviemivinsiiirensansrininsesss 128
Grand tobal ool il il de i ana e as tnaad 3,120

In its annual report on the issue, available with Dawn.com, DHR said: “The total number of cases
stands at 3,120, with 51 cases registered in 2023 alone. Notably, 595 individuals have been
released and reunited with their families, 246 people have been traced, and 88 cases have sadly
resulted in extrajudicial killings.”

According to the report, 17 missing persons from Azad Jammu and Kashmir were released and
the whereabouts of two others were traced while one was extrajudicially killed while 20 remained
missing.
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Out of the 82 missing persons from Balochistan, the whereabouts of 67 remained unknown, 12
were released, two were traced and one was extrajudicially killed.

In Islamabad, 47 people remained missing while 32 were released, seven were traced and three
were extrajudicially killed.

Out of the 1,091 missing persons in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 121 were released, 792 remained
missing, 151 were traced and 27 were extrajudicially killed. In Punjab, 343 were released, 323
remained missing, 76 were traced and 46 were extrajudicially killed.

In Sindh, 134 people remained missing, 70 were released, eight were traced and 10 were
extrajudicially killed.

It said psychological assistance was extended to 120 families of the enforced disappeared and
eight new cases were filed in different high courts with one case successfully resolved, leading to
the return of Abdul Hameed Zehri who was whisked away from his home in Karachi on April
10, 2021.

“While positive court orders were issued in several cases, regrettably, the recovery of the
disappeared remained elusive,” the report added.

It further said 12 cases, including that of missing journalist Mudassir Naaru, were consolidated
in the Islamabad High Court (IHC) and were currently being heard but “unfortunately,
substantial relief has not been achieved.”

The report highlighted that DHR recently took up the cases of 69 missing Baloch students with
the IHC and had prompted “strong remarks” from the court.

“The Ministry of Interior and the Minister of Human Rights reported that 22 students have been
located, while 28 are still missing. The court, expressing dissatisfaction, warned of potential legal
action against the interior minister and the prime minister if the cases are not promptly resolved,”
the report said.

“Despite court orders for compensation to the families of the disappeared, no compensation has
been provided, underscoring the state’s responsibility to support the aggrieved families,” the
report added.

It further said the Commission of Inquiry on Enforced Disappearances reported almost 10,000
cases of enforced disappearances in the country.

DHR Chairperson Amina Masood Janjua appealed to the chief justice of Pakistan (CJP) to initiate
hearings on enforced disappearances in the Supreme Court.

She emphasised that a petition filed by the organisation on October 9 provided details on
detention centres, production orders and old cases of enforced disappearances.

The chairperson expressed hope that CJP Qazi Faez Isa would address the longstanding issue
and dispense justice to the heirs of the victims of enforced disappearances.
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The report also shed light on the treatment meted out to families of missing Baloch persons who
marched to Islamabad to stage a protest for the recovery of their loved ones.

The march — which started in Turbat on December 6 after the alleged “extrajudicial killing” of a
Baloch youth by Counter Terrorism Department officials — had reached the federal capital on
December 20.

The Islamabad police had subsequently used brutal force to disperse and detain the
demonstrators with over 200 taken into custody from different areas of the federal capital. The
action was strongly condemned by human rights organisations, politicians, the IHC, President
Dr Arif Alvi and caretaker Prime Minister Anwaarul Haq Kakar and analysts.

DHR said it vehemently condemned the violence and fully supported all demands of the Baloch
protesters.

“Human rights violations pose a grave issue throughout Balochistan. Failure to address this
concern may risk injuring the sentiments of Baloch citizens, potentially leading to harm.” the
report concluded.

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 30, 2023
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3 terrorists attempting to infiltrate
Pak-Afghan border killed in Bajaur

Three terrorists attempting to infiltrate the Pakistan-Afghanistan border were killed in Batwar
area of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Bajaur district, the military’s media affairs wing said.

In a statement, the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) the movement of the three militants was
picked up by security forces.

“After fire exchange, all three terrorists were sent to hell. Weapons, ammunition and explosives
were also recovered from the killed terrorists,” it said.

The ISPR went on to say that last night militants from inside Afghanistan opened fire on a
Pakistani border post in Spinwam area of KP’s North Waziristan district.

“Own troops responded in a befitting manner causing considerable losses to the terrorists,” the
ISPR said. However, 31-year-old Naik Abdul Rauf embraced martyrdom, it added.

“Pakistan has consistently been asking Interim Afghan government to ensure effective border
management on their side of the border. Interim Afghan government is expected to fulfil its
obligations and deny the use of Afghan soil by terrorists for perpetuating acts of terrorism against
Pakistan,” the ISPR said.

5 terrorists killed in Awaran IBO

Earlier in the day, the ISPR said five terrorists were killed in an intelligence-based operation (IBO)
in the general Mashkai area of Balochistan’s Awaran district.

It said security forces conducted the IBO on the night of Dec 30 and Dec 31 over the reported
presence of terrorists.

“During the conduct of the operation, after intense fire exchange between own troops and the
terrorists, five terrorists were sent to hell,” it said.

The terrorists” hideout was also busted and a cache of arms, ammunition and explosives was
recovered, the ISPR said, adding that a sanitisation operation was being carried out to eliminate
other terrorists in the area.

“The security forces of Pakistan, in step with the nation, remain determined to thwart attempts
of sabotaging peace, stability and progress of Balochistan,” the statement concluded.
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Pakistan has witnessed an uptick in terror activities in recent months, especially in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan, after the banned militant Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan ended its
ceasefire with the government last year.

A day earlier, the ISPR said five terrorists were neutralised during an operation in the Mir Ali
area of North Waziristan.

Earlier this month, as many as 25 soldiers of the Pakistan Army embraced martyrdom in two
separate incidents on a single day, including a terrorist attack in Dera Ismail Khan, claiming lives
of 23 soldiers and a military operation in the Kolachi and Dara-zi-nda areas of the KP that saw
two army personnel losing their lives.

That was the military’s highest single-day death toll from terrorist attacks reported this year.
Before this, as many as 12 soldiers of the Pakistan Army were martyred in separate military
operations in the Zhob and Sui areas of Balochistan.

According to statistics released by the Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Studies (PICSS),
the country witnessed the highest number of suicide attacks since 2014 during this year, with
nearly half of them targeting the security forces.

As many as 48 per cent of deaths and 58pc of injuries were inflicted upon security forces
personnel. “A staggering 29 suicide attacks were reported, resulting in the tragic loss of 329 lives
and leaving 582 individuals injured.

Comparing the data to the preceding year, 2022, report revealed a distressing 93pc increase in the
number of suicide attacks, a shocking 226pc rise in resultant deaths, and a troubling 101pc surge
in the number of injured individuals.

SOURCE: DAWN, DECEMBER 31, 2023



DIGEST DECEMBER 2023

Violence-linked fatalities hit six-year

high
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In 2023, Pakistan witnessed 1,524 violence-related fatalities and 1,463 injuries from 789 terror
attacks and counter-terror operations, including nearly 1,000 fatalities among civilians and
security forces personnel.

Overall fatalities, including those of outlaws, mark a record six-year high, exceeding the 2018
level and highest since 2017. Moreover, the country saw a surge in violence for the third
consecutive year with an uptick recorded each year beginning from 2021.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan provinces were the primary centres of violence,
accounting for over 90pc of all fatalities and 84pc of attacks, including incidents of terrorism and
security forces operations, recorded during this period. Punjab and Sindh were relatively
peaceful as together, both these provinces suffered only 8pc of all fatalities in 2023.

These were the key findings of the annual security report issued by the Centre for Rese-arch and
Security Studies (CRSS).

It claimed that the year 2023 recorded an alarming surge in violence by about 56pc — an
unprecedented escalation in the last 10 years, with the overall number of fatalities increasing from
980 in 2022 to 1,524 in 2023. This includes a staggering 57pc uptick recorded in Balochistan and
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55pc in KP. Punjab saw a 96pc rise in violence though the number of fatalities was very low,
followed by Sindh where the fatalities increased by 26pc.

“Nearly 65pc of all violence-related fatalities recorded in 2023 resulted from terrorism, while the
remaining 35pc from the security forces operations against the outlaws. The country suffered as
many as 586 terror attacks this year [2023], with only 17pc of them claimed by the banned terror
outfits such as TTP, BLA, Daish (Islamic State Khorasan) and others. The security forces
conducted as many as 197 operations against outlaws leaving 545 of them dead,” the report
stated.

An alarming upsurge in sectarian violence was recorded. In 2023, acts of terrorism directed at
religious communities and their places of worship resulted in the tragic loss of 203 lives, 88 of
them were security officials.

Militant attacks increase 69pc

Another report, released by an Islamabad-based think tank Pakistan Institute for Conflict and
Security Studies (PICSS), claimed that Pakistan witnessed another year of an unprecedented
surge in militant attacks as the country saw a staggering 69pc rise in attacks, an 81pc increase in
resultant deaths, and a 60pc surge in the number of wounded.

“The year 2023 witnessed at least 641 militant attacks across the country in which 974 people were
killed and 1,351 injured. The year 2022 had witnessed 380 militant attacks resulting in 539 deaths
and 836 injuries... By combining militant attacks and security forces actions the country saw over
one thousand violent incidents in which 1,511 people were killed and 1,440 injured,” it claimed.

As for militant attacks, the PICSS database shows that the average militant attacks per month rose
from 32 in 2022 to 53 attacks per month in 2023, which is the highest monthly average in any year
after 2015.

KP saw the highest number of militant attacks and resultant casualties during 2023. PICSS
recorded 419 militant attacks in KP in which 620 people were killed, including 306 security forces
personnel, 222 civilians, and 92 militants, while 977 were injured, including 525 security forces
personnel, 402 civilians, and 50 militants.

Within KP, more violence was recorded from mainland KP than the newly merged districts
(erstwhile Fata) as the mainland KP witnessed 235 militant attacks in which 336 people were
killed including 213 security forces personnel, 67 civilians, and 56 militants while 589 were
injured including 383 security forces personnel, 163 civilians and 43 militants. There was an 84pc

increase in militant attacks in mainland KP.

The newly merged districts of KP (erstwhile FATA) faced 184 militant attacks in which 284 people
were killed including 155 civilians, 93 security forces personnel, and 36 militants while 388 were
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injured including 239 civilians, 142 security forces personnel, and seven militants. The region
witnessed a 59pc rise in militant attacks in 2023 compared with 2022.

Balochistan faced at least 170 militant attacks in which 285 people were killed including 151
civilians, 114 security forces personnel, and 20 militants while 388 people were injured including
195 civilians, 99 security forces personnel, and four militants. The rise in militant attacks in
Balochistan was 65pc in 2023 compared with 2022.

Sindh also saw a 40pc rise in militant attacks in 2023 as there were 35 such incidents were reported
from the province in which 39 people died, including 22 civilians, 11 security forces personnel,
and six militants, while 35 people were injured including 24 security forces personnel, ten
civilians and one militant.

An unprecedented rise in militant activities was witnessed in Punjab where 14 militant attacks
were reported in 2023 compared to three in 2022. In Punjab, 20 people were killed in militant
attacks including 14 militants, four security forces personnel, and two civilians while 14 people
got injured including eight civilians, five security forces personnel, and one militant.

Azad Kashmir, the federal capital Islamabad, and Gilgit-Baltistan each witnessed one militant
attack during 2023.

SOURCE: DAWN, JANUARY 1, 2024



