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Board Members: Tariq Parvez; Zahid Hussain; Samina Ahmed; Manzoor Ahmad; Zubair Habib;
Jawaid Akhtar

CGR-NIOC Team: Tariq Khosa; Sarmad Saeed; Kaleem Imam; Saroop ljaz; Ammar Jaffri; Nawaz
Nadeem; Hassan Sardar

Agenda-1: Activities Report-2024

1) CGR carried out a comprehensive study on irregular migration and illegal immigration from
Pakistan to Malaysia for the Australian High Commission Islamabad during the first half of
2024.

2) Director CGR and some other members participated online in the following Constructive
Dialogues on UNTOC Review Process in Vienna during 2024: CD on Firearms; CD on
International Cooperation and Technical Assistance; CD on TIP; and CD on SOM.

3) CGR and CFHR coordinated to draft a Civil Society Declaration on the UNTOC Review
Process on behalf of the Vianna-based Board of the Alliance of NGOs on Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice.



4)

5)

DIGEST MARCH 2025

Director CGR Tarig Khosa and UNTOC National Focal Person Ehsan Sadiq physically
participated in the UNTOC Conference of Parties in Vienna in October 2024 and played an

active role in relevant side events.

CGR, in collaboration with CFHR, organised the first-ever International Day against
Transnational organised Crime in Lahore Pakistan on 15 November 2024. There was a very
active participation, both in-person and online, at the international event. A special report

was released about this milestone achieved.

Activities undertaken so far and planned further for 2025

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

The first-ever Annual Digest on Organised Crime for the year 2024 was released in March

2024.

Annual Pakistan UNTOC Review Mechanism Report for 2024, on behalf of the civil society

was released in March 2024.

CGR-NIOC plans to work on developing a National Strategy against Organised Crime in
Pakistan, in collaboration with the UNODC.

CGR plans to be co-applicant with CFHR, in a bid for EU-funded Project on Human Rights
and the CJS of Pakistan.

CGR and CFHR are actively supporting the recently launched UNODC Initiative related to
Asia Regional Civil Society Network, comprising 11 countries of South Asia and Southeast
Asia, along with more than 40 founding members that participated in a meeting in Malaysia
in January 2024. The UNODC Civil Society Unit is actively supporting this initiative. One
meeting of the Steering Committee was held in March 2024. Director CGR Tariq Khosa was
nominated as the Strategic Advisor for this initiative.

CGR-NIOC would like to expand the present 50-member Network of Experts dealing with
OC in Pakistan. Efforts in this regard will be made to enlist more professionals who can
make a difference to promote the mandate under Pakistan's Pilot Initiative on UNTOC

Implementation.

More Position Papers and Policy Briefs will be produced during the year to tackle the

challenges arising out of militancy, terrorism, extremism, SOM, TIP, and cybercrime.



DIGEST MARCH 2025

Two soldiers martyred in North Waziristan
explosion

NORTH WAZIRISTAN [/ LAKKI MARWAT: Two soldiers were martyred when a suicide bomber
rammed an explosive-laden car into their convoy in the Eidak area, North Waziristan,according to

sources.
At least 10 people, inclu-ding two civilians, were injured in the attack.
The vehicle was completely destroyed in the attack.

The martyrs and injured were moved to a hospital as security forces launched a search operation
in surrounding areas to track down the perpetrators.

On Friday, ISPR said that security forces gunned down six terrorists during an intelligence-based
operation (IBO) in Ghulam Khan village of North Waziristan.

Lakki attack

Separately, a militant was killed and a police official injured in an exchange of firing in Abbasa
Khattak, Lakki Marwat, on Saturday.

A police official said the gunfight ensued after a police patrol party came under attack in the trans-

river belt area.
The terrorists had ambushed the police van between Abbasa Khattak and Wanda Shahabakhel.

The official said that District Police Officer Muhammad Jawad Ishaq dispatched reinforcement to
the area to thwart the attack.

During the exchange of fire, police neutralised a militant while his accomplices escaped to the

nearby mountains.

A policeman injured in the attack was moved to a hospital where his condition is stated to be out
of danger, the official said.

A heavy police contingent has launched a search in the mountainous terrain to arrest the attackers.

KP Inspector General of Police Zulfigar Hameed praised the policemen for exhibiting gallantry in
fighting the terrorists and announced commendation certificates and cash prizes for them.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 2ND, 2025
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Civilian deaths from terrorism surged in
February: report

February saw a marginal increase in terrorist attacks but a sharp surge in civilian casualties,
according to a report published by the Islamabad-based think tank, Pakistan Institute for Conflict
and Security Studies (PICSS).

The report tallying terrorist attacks across Pakistan in February — shared with Dawn.com by PICSS
Media Coordinator Sifwan Abdullah — was published after a suicide bomber rammed an explosive-
laden vehicle into a military convoy in North Waziristan earlier today, martyring two soldiers and
injuring 10 others.

According to PICSS, the country witnessed 79 terrorist attacks last month, resulting in the deaths

of 55 civilians and 47 security personnel, while 45 civilians and 81 security personnel were injured.

Security forces, meanwhile, intensified counter-terrorism operations, eliminating 156 terrorists,

injuring 20, and arresting 66, it said.

“February 2025 marked the first month since August 2024 in which civilian fatalities surpassed
those of security forces. Civilian deaths rose by 175 per cent compared to January 2025, when 20
civilians were killed, while security forces’ casualties declined by 18pc, down from 57 in January,”
the report said.

Thereport stated that terrorist fatalities also dropped by 25pc, with 208 killed in January compared
to 156 in February. A significant increase in arrests was recorded in February, with 66 suspects
detained — the highest monthly figure since December 2023, when 139 terrorists were

apprehended.

Per the report, 50 of these arrests occurred in the merged districts (erstwhile Fata region) of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, while 16 were made in Punjab.

According to PICSS, Balochistan remained the most volatile province, recording 32 attacks that

claimed 56 lives, including 35 civilians, 10 security personnel, and 11 militants.

The attacks also left 44 people injured, including 32 security forces personnel and 12 civilians.
Terrorists also abducted two individuals during the month, the report said.

The Bashir Zeb and Azad factions of the Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA), the Balochistan
Liberation Front (BLF) and the United Baloch Army (UBA) claimed responsibility for most of these
attacks. Security forces, in response, killed 11 terrorists in Balochistan, per the report.

In the merged districts, 21 terrorist attacks were reported, leading to the deaths of 22 security
personnel and eight civilians. Per the report, 26 security forces personnel and 11 civilians were

0



DIGEST MARCH 2025

injured. Security forces killed at least 98 terrorists, injured 15, and arrested 50 suspects in the

region.

Most of the attacks were claimed by the banned Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), while Lashkar-

e-Islam and factions of the Hafiz Gul Bahadur Group also claimed responsibility for several attacks.

Meanwhile, in the rest of KP, 23 terrorist attacks were recorded, resulting in the deaths of 14
security personnel and 12 civilians, while 22 civilians and an equal number of security personnel

were injured. Security forces killed 47 terrorists in the province, the report said.

Sindh witnessed three minor terrorist attacks, resulting in the death of one security official and
injury to another. One attack was claimed by the Sindhu Desh Revolutionary Army and one by the
Hafiz Gul Bahadur Group.

The Hafiz Gul Bahadur Group claimed their first-ever attack outside KP when a policeman was shot

dead in Karachi’s Manghopir area on February 15.

No terrorist attacks were reported in Punjab, but security forces arrested 16 suspects from various
locations, PICSS reported. Likewise, no incidents of terrorism were reported in Gilgit-Baltistan,

Azad Kashmir or Islamabad.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 2, 2025
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Failing women

OUR justice system has truly failed to protect women, a recent SSDO report has revealed. With
conviction rates hovering at an appalling 0.5pc for honour killings and rape, 0.1pc for kidnapping,
and a mere 1.3pc for domestic violence, we have a real crisis of accountability on our hands. Each
day in Pakistan in 2024 brought with it an average of 67 kidnappings, 19 rapes, six domestic violence
cases and two honour killings. And these are the instances that were reported. Social stigma and
distrust in the justice system ensure that only a fraction of incidents in the country is brought to
the fore. From the registration of cases to conviction, the path is riddled with obstacles. Statistics
show that in Punjab, out of 4,641 rape cases, only 20 resulted in convictions. Shockingly, Sindh and

Balochistan recorded zero rape convictions.

So, what has led to such abysmal conditions when it comes to gender-based violence in our
country? For one, patriarchal norms that have long permeated law-enforcement and judicial bodies
lead to an environment where victims are often not believed or are pressured to withdraw their
cases. Out-of-court settlements have sadly become the norm, often sanctioned by informal jirgas
and panchayats. Investigations, if they ever occur, are routinely mishandled with inadequate
evidence collection and victim intimidation. Procedural delays see cases stretch on for years
without resolution. Police departments lack specialised GBV units, which has resulted in
inconsistent handling of cases, allowing the perpetrators to evade justice. Reforms are sorely
needed if we are to address these issues. Firstly, female police officers must be hired on priority.
Female officers bring essential perspective and sensitivity to GBV cases and create a more
comfortable environment for survivors to report crimes. Currently, women represent less than 2pc
of our police force — a figure that must increase dramatically if we hope to build trust with victims.
In addition, fast-track courts that are dedicated to hearing GBV cases must be established to
overcome judicial delays. Legal aid for survivors must be guaranteed and expanded and out-of-
court settlements in cases of sexual and domestic violence must be outlawed. For their part, law-
enforcement agencies must improve forensic evidence collection and digitally track cases to
prevent bureaucratic delays. Without decisive action, countless women will continue to suffer

violence, with little hope of seeing their perpetrators brought to book.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 3, 2025
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FC soldier martyred in Kalat suicide bombing

QUETTA: A Frontier Corps man was martyred and four others were injured in a suicide attack
carried out by a woman on a convoy near Kalat , officials said.

The attack came a day after Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti expressed alarm over the security

situation prevailing in the province.

Officials said the suicide blast took place when the FC convoy was passing through the Mughalzai

area.

“An FC soldier was martyred and four others were wounded in the attack carried out by a female
suicide bomber,” Kalat Dep-uty Commissioner Bilal Shabbir confirmed, adding that soon after the
attack security forces and police cordoned off the area and shifted the body and the injured to
hospital.

The banned Baloch Liberation Army (BLA-Azad) claimed responsibility for the assault.

Reports said the targeted FC vehicle was badly damaged in the attack, but other vehicles in the

convoy remained safe.

“An FC commandant travelling in the convoy also escaped unhurt in the suicide attack,” a senior

security official said.
Sources said the FC convoy was on its way to a mess from the FC fort in Kalat area.

Police and CTD officials started investigation into the incident while security forces launched a
search operation to trace out the elements involved in the attack.

The martyred FC soldier was identified as Lance Naik Attaullah while the injured were sepoys
Wakeel, Zahid, Abbas and Mushtaq. The condition of one of the injured is stated to be serious.

Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi paid homage to the martyr and extended condolences to the
bereaved family. CM Bugti said terrorism and cowardly acts could not affect the province’s peace
and stability.

Earlier on Sunday, CM Bugti while talking to the media in Quetta expressed alarm over the security

situation in Balochistan.

He said the rise in acts of terrorism is the result of the previous government’s policy of
appeasement of militant groups like the banned TTP, noting that several Taliban ‘commanders’

released during Imran Khan’s tenure had re-established their camps.

Admitting that the security situation in Balochistan is alarming, the chief minister pledged that
terrorists will not be allowed to control even an inch of land of the province.
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He said that the influx of weapons from Afghanistan after the US withdrawal had exacerbated the
situation in Balochistan, with terrorists now using thermal technology to carry out attacks from up

to two kilometres away.

The CM, however, expressed the confidence that his government would soon bring acts of
terrorism under control through smart strategies, emphasising the need for increased federal

government’s support to enhance the capacity of law-enforcement agencies.

He also mentioned plans to upgrade security in “B Areas” to “A Areas” to improve governance and
security. He announced that an Apex Committee meeting has been called for Tuesday (today) to

formulate a strategy, and underperforming deputy commissioners will be replaced immediately.
Missing persons’ issue

Discussing the issue of missing persons, Mr Bugti described it as highly complex, suggesting that
some groups involved in forcibly blocking roads might be behind disappearances of people to put

pressure on the provincial government.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 4, 2025
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Four security men martyred in North
Waziristan attack

NORTH WAZIRISTAN: Four security personnel were martyred in clashes with terrorists in
Miramshah, North Waziristan.

At least 13 terrorists, who attacked multiple security checkpoints, were also killed during the
midnight clashes.

According to the sources, six security checkpoints of Spalga, Gosh, Tappi, Barwana, Pipana Lower
and Pipana Top were simultaneously attacked by terrorists, armed with light and heavy weapons,
on Sunday night. The attack was effectively countered by soldiers deployed at the checkpoints, the

sources said.

Security forces managed to kill 13 terrorists while several others were reportedly injured, the
sources said, adding that the remaining terrorists managed to flee under the cover of darkness
with the bodies of their fellows.

However, during the exchange of fire, four security personnel embraced martyrdom, while 13

sustained injuries.

The martyred and injured security personnel were shifted to Miramshah headquarters hospital,
while the ones critically wounded were referred to the Combined Military Hospital in Bannu.

Meanwhile, additional troops arrived in the area and started a search operation to trace the
terrorists, the sources said.

The military’s media wing, Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), has not released any statement
on the attack till the filing of this report.

Security personnel have repeatedly been attacked by terrorists in North Waziristan, which borders
Afghanistan, over the past few months.

Only last week, two soldiers were martyred when a suicide bomber rammed an explosive-laden car
into their convoy in the Eidak area.

At least 10 people, inclu-ding two civilians, were injured in the attack, which destroyed the vehicle
completely.

Earlier on Feb 24, four security personnel were martyred in an attack on a checkpoint in Spinwam
tehsil of North Waziristan.

The early morning attack was retaliated by security forces, leading to a heavy exchange of fire.

Security officials have also claimed foreign interference in these attacks.
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Last month, ISPR said that an Afghan national who was involved in terrorism inside Pakistan was
killed during an operation in North Waziristan. Security forces have intensified operations against
terrorists in the district.

On Feb 28, ISPR said six terrorists were killed in an intelligence-based operation in the Ghulam Khan

Kalay area.

During the counter-terrorism operations in February, 156 terrorists were killed and 66 were

arrested, the highest since the December 2023 figure of 139.
Most of these arrests, 50, were made from the erstwhile Fata region, while 16 from Punjab.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 4, 2025
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Trump hails Pakistan’s help in arresting IS
terrorist behind 2021 Kabul airport bombing

US President Donald Trump addresses a joint session of Congress at the US Capitol on March 04, 2025
in Washington, DC.

US President Donald Trump said the person responsible for killing 13 US service members during
the withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2021 had been arrested with the help of Pakistan and was now
on his way to the United States to face justice.

The 2021 Abbey Gate bombing killed 13 US service members and approximately 170 Afghan civilians
during the chaotic US withdrawal from Afghanistan. The militant Islamic State (IS) group had
claimed responsibility for the killings.

Trump shared the news in his first address to Congress since returning to the White House for a
second term. However, he gave no further details.

“Tonight, | am pleased to announce that we have just apprehended the top terrorist responsible
for that atrocity, and he is on his way here to face the swift sword of American justice,” the US
president declared.

“Tonight, | am pleased to announce that we have just apprehended the top terrorist responsible
for that atrocity.
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Inarare public gesture of appreciation, Trump thanked Islamabad forits role in the capture, saying:

“I want to thank especially the government of Pakistan for helping arrest this monster.”

Trump emphasised his personal connection with the US victims’ families, stating: “I spoke to many
of the parents and loved ones, and they’re all in our hearts tonight. Just spoke to them on phone.
We had a big call. Everyone called, and everybody was on the line, and they did nothing but cry
with happiness.”

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, in a post on X, identified the held terrorist as Shareefullah, a “top

tier operational commander” of the militant IS-KP chapter.

Stating that the terrorist was an Afghan national, PM Shehbaz said: “The wanted terrorist was

apprehended in a successful operation conducted in [the] Pakistan-Afghan border region.”

The premier thanked Trump for “acknowledging and appreciating Pakistan’s role and support in

counter terrorism efforts across the region”.

“As is well-known, Pakistan has always played a critical role in counterterrorism efforts aimed at
denying safe havens to terrorists and militant groups the space to operate against any other
country,” PM Shehbaz highlighted.

The prime minister vowed that Pakistan “will continue to partner closely with the United States in

securing regional peace and stability”.

Reiterating Pakistan’s resolve to combat terrorism “in all its forms and manifestations”, he
stressed the country had “rendered great sacrifices, including the lives of over 80,000 of our brave

soldiers and citizens” in those efforts.

“However, the resolve of our leadership and our people remains unflinching, to eradicate the

menace of terrorism from our country,” the premier added.

PM Shehbaz’s reaffirmation to counter terrorism also comes a day after at least 11 people lost their
lives in a terrorist attack on the high-security zone of Bannu Cantonment in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
yesterday evening.

US acknowledgment of Pakistan’s cooperation, particularly with its intelligence services, is
expected to reinforce the longstanding military-to-military relationship between the two nations,
discouraging opposition politicians in Pakistan’s deeply polarised domestic landscape.

On Aug 26, 2021, two suicide bombers and gunmen had attacked crowds of Afghans flocking to
Kabul’s airport, killing some 170 Afghans and 13 US troops who were securing the airport for the

traumatic exit.

In April 2023, the White House said Afghan Taliban government forces killed the attack’s
mastermind, identifying him as a “key” leader of IS-Khorasan (IS-K).
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IS terrorist being extradited: reports

Mohammad Sharifullah, who was allegedly involved in the planning of the bombing, was being
extradited to the US, CNN reported on Tuesday, citing a White House official.

Pakistan acted on information from the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) that led to the arrest of

Sharifullah, CNN added, citing “another source familiar with the matter”.

Trump’s CIA Director, John Ratcliffe, raised the issue during his first phone call with the Pakistani
intel chief, which took place during his first few days on the job, the source told CNN.

A report by the US news platform Axios also identified the suspect as Sharifullah, adding he was

also known as Jafar.

Citing two unidentified US officials, Axios said Sharifullah was expected to arrive in the US on

Wednesday.

The Justice Department, the FBI and the CIA “have extradited one of the terrorists responsible for
the murder of the 13 American soldiers at Abbey Gate during the disastrous Afghanistan

withdrawal”, FBI Director Kash Patel said posted on X shortly after Trump announced the arrest.

“One step closer to justice for these American heroes and their families,” Patel added.

Q FBI Director Kash Patel & @

@FBIDirectorKash

BREAKING: As President Trump just announced, | can report that tonight
the FBI, DOJ, and CIA have extradited one of the terrorists responsible
for the murder of the 13 American soldiers at Abbey Gate during the
disastrous Afghanistan withdrawal.

One step closer to justice for these American heroes and their families.
8:42 AM + Mar 9, 2025 - 1M Views

“We hope this brings some closure to the families of the 13 American Heroes lost at Abbey
Gate. We will continue to bring those who harm Americans to swift and decisive justice,”

US Attorney General Pam Bondi wrote on X%,

Attorney General Pamela Bondi @ ®
@AGPamBondi

Empowered by President Trump’s leadership, tonight one of the terrorist
leaders responsible for the murder of our 13 American soldiers at Abbey
Gate during the failed Afghanistan withdrawal will be taken into U.S.
custody by the DoJ, FBI, and CIA.

We hope this brings some closure to the families of the 13 American
Heroes lost at Abbey Gate. We will continue to bring those who harm
Americans to swift and decisive justice.

8:59 AM - Mar 5, 2025 - 72.6K Views

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 5, 2025
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All 16 terrorists killed as security forces
respond to Bannu Cantt attack

All 16 terrorists were eliminated while five soldiers were martyred as security forces responded to
terrorist attack on the Bannu Cantonment in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s namesake district, the
military’s media affairs wing said.

Terrorists had rammed two exp-losives-laden vehicles into the perimeter of the Bannu Cantonment
in an attempt to enter the high-security zone on Tuesday evening.

The Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) said in a statement today that “troops engaged the

intruders with precision, eliminating all 16 terrorists, including four suicide bombers”.

“In the intense exchange of fire, five brave soldiers, after putting up a heroic resistance, embraced
martyrdom in the line of duty,” the ISPR added.

Meanwhile, 13 civilians lost their lives while another 32 were injured as a result of a mosque and a
residential building suffering “severe destruction” due to the suicide blasts causing the perimeter
wall to partially collapse.

Recalling the attack’s details, the ISPR said a “cowardly terrorist attack was attempted on Bannu
Cantonment by khwarij elements”. The government refers to the proscribed Tehreek-i-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) and its affiliates as Fitna al Khawarij.

“The assailants sought to breach the cantonment’s security; however, their nefarious designs were
swiftly and decisively foiled by the vigilant and resolute response of Pakistan’s security forces. In
their desperation, the attackers rammed two explosive-laden vehicles into the perimeter wall,” the
ISPR said.

“Displaying unwavering courage and professional excellence, our valiant troops engaged the
intruders with precision, eliminating all 16 terrorists, including four suicide bombers,” the
statement said, adding that five soldiers were martyred during the efforts.

“The multiple suicide blasts resulted in the partial collapse of the perimeter wall, causing damage
to the adjacent infrastructure. Tragically, a mosque and a civilian residential building in close
proximity also suffered severe destruction, leading to the martyrdom of 13 innocent civilians and
injuries to 32 others,” the ISPR stated.

It further noted that intelligence reports “unequivocally confirmed the physical involvement of
Afghan nationals in this heinous act, with evidence also pointing to the fact that the attack was
orchestrated and directed by Khwarij ring leaders operating from Afghanistan”.

0



DIGEST MARCH 2025

“Pakistan expects the interim Afghan government to uphold its responsibilities and deny its soil
for terrorist activities against Pakistan. Pakistan reserves the right to take necessary measures in

response to these threats emanating from across the border,” the military said.

It reaffirmed that the security forces of Pakistan remain steadfast in their resolve to eradicate
terrorism in all its forms. “The sacrifices of our brave soldiers and innocent civilians further

reinforce our unwavering commitment to safeguarding our nation at all costs.”

Islamabad has consistently voiced concerns that the banned TTP uses Afghan soil to launch attacks
in Pakistan, asking the Afghan interim government to rein in the group. Kabul denies the

allegations.

Last month, the ISPR said an Afghan national “involved in terrorism inside Pakistan” was killed

during an operation in KP’s North Waziristan district.

That came within a month of Pakistan repatriating the body of an Afghan national involved in

terrorist activities who was killed in a counterterrorism operation in Balochistan’s Zhob district.

In a press conference in December last year, ISPR Director General (DG) Lieutenant General Ahmed
Sharif Chaudhry said terrorist outfits were being provided “sanctuaries, support, and are allowed

unrestrained activities on Afghan territory”.

Uptick in terror attacks
Bannu has witnessed several militant attacks over the past several months.

In July 2024, a terrorist attack targeting Bannu Cantonment had martyred eight members of the
security forces while a retaliatory operation killed 10 terrorists.

The ISPR statement had attributed that attack to the Hafiz Gul Bahadur group, “which operates
from Afghanistan and has used Afghan soil to orchestrate acts of terrorism inside Pakistan in the

l”

past as wel

On October 14 last year, five militants wearing burgas and suicide vests were killed as four police
officials embraced martyrdom in an attempt to foil a gun and bomb attack on Igbal Shaheed Police

Lines.

On November 20 last year, 12 troops were martyred in a suicide attack on a security check post in
the Mali Khel area of the district. On February 8 this year, two policemen were martyred when
terrorists attacked a police post in the Fatehkhel area of the district.

Pakistan has witnessed an uptick in terror activities recently, especially in KP and Balochistan after
the banned TTP ended its ceasefire with the government in November 2022.

February saw a marginal increase in terrorist attacks but a sharp surge in civilian casualties,
according to a report published by an Islamabad-based think tank, Pakistan Institute for Conflict
and Security Studies (Piccs).

0
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According to Piccs, the country witnessed 79 terrorist attacks last month, resulting in the deaths

of 55 civilians and 47 security personnel, while 45 civilians and 81 security personnel were injured.

Security forces, meanwhile, intensified counter-terrorism operations, eliminating 156 terrorists,
injuring 20, and arresting 66, the report said.

In the merged districts, 21 terrorist attacks were reported, leading to the deaths of 22 security
personnel and eight civilians, while 26 personnel and 11 civilians were injured. On the other hand,

security forces killed at least 98 terrorists, injured 15, and arrested 50 suspects in the region.

The rest of KP, meanwhile, witnessed 23 terrorist attacks, resulting in the deaths of 14 security
personnel and 12 civilians, while 22 civilians and an equal number of security personnel were

injured. Security forces killed 47 terrorists in the province, the report said.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 5, 2025
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Terrorism challenge

AS the country continues to face a multifaceted terrorism threat, the state has yet to come up with
a matching response, even as we continue to lose a high number of security men and civilians to

terrorist attacks.

Figures released for February by the PICSS think tank point to the grim reality we face: over 100
lives were lost to terrorism last month, with civilian fatalities (55) overtaking those of security
personnel (47). In keeping with earlier trends, the violence has been concentrated in KP and
Balochistan, with religiously inspired militants such as the banned TTP, as well as Baloch
separatists, spearheading the violent campaigns.

Even in the current month, the past few days have seen numerous incidents of bloodletting. The
latest incident occurred on Tuesday, when suicide bombers reportedly struck Bannu Cantonment.
Earlier, an FC man was martyred on Monday when a woman suicide bomber, apparently belonging
to the banned BLA, carried out an attack near Kalat. Four security men were similarly martyred in
firefights with terrorists in North Waziristan. Meanwhile, the deadly bombing of the Hagqania
madressah last week — believed to be the handiwork of IS — shows that other militant actors,

too, feel confident enough to stage fresh attacks.

Many of these acts of terrorism have been carried out in regions bordering Afghanistan, where the
Taliban rulers are hostile to some terrorist groups, such as IS, yet maintain cordial ties with others,
such as the TTP. Therefore, Pakistan has few options but to cooperate on the counterterrorism
issue with Kabul. But bilateral ties are going through a particularly low phase, with the Torkham
border closed since Feb 21, after the Afghan side reportedly started constructionin a disputed area.
Things have worsened since then as both sides exchanged fire, involving the use of heavy
weapons, on Sunday. The fact is that while Pakistan is right in blaming the Afghan Taliban for doing
little to curb cross-border terrorism, if ties deteriorate further, it will negatively affect CT
cooperation.

The presence of IS in both countries should serve as a point of unity for Islamabad and Kabul. Both
sides confront a bloodthirsty foe, and the only way to defeat it is to work together. Having said
that, Kabul cannot rage against the ‘bad’ IS terrorists, and feign ignorance about the malign
activities of the ‘good’ TTP terrorists. Action must be taken across the board, and all terrorist
groups that threaten Pakistan should be dealt with by Kabul.

On the other hand, the state here must go beyond rhetoric and implement a CT strategy that can
deliver lasting results. Over 1,600 security men and civilians lost their lives in terrorist attacks in
2024. This blood-soaked trend must be arrested through an effective CT campaign.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 5, 2025
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Pakistan rises to second in Global Terrorism
Index

- P s

People walk amid the debris after a bomb blast at a railway station in Quetta on November 9, 2024.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan ranked second in the Global Terrorism Index 2025, with the number of
deaths in terrorist attacks rising by 45 per cent over the past year to 1,081.

The Global Terrorism Index 2025 published by the Institute for Economics and Peace (IEP) provides
a comprehensive summary of the key trends and patterns in terrorism over the last 17 years.

The report ranks 163 countries (99.7pc of the world’s population) according to the impact of

terrorism. The indicators include the number of terrorist incidents, fatalities, injuries and hostages.

This is the fifth consecutive year in which anincrease in terrorism-related deaths has been recorded
and the largest year-on-year increase in the last decade for Pakistan. This trend is mirrored by a rise
in the number of terror attacks, which more than doubled from 517 in 2023 to 1,099 in 2024. This is
the first year that attacks have exceeded 1,000 since the inception of the Index.

The number of countries recording a terrorist attack increased from 58 to 66, according to the 12th
annual Global Terrorism Index (GTI) released on Wednesday.

This reverses nearly a decade of improvements, with 45 countries deteriorating and 34 improving.
The four deadliest terrorist groups intensified their violence in 2024, driving an 11 per cent rise in
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fatalities. In the West, lone wolf attacks now dominate, accounting for 93pc of fatal attacks over
the past five years.

The Gaza conflict has intensified instability in the Middle East and is fueling hate crimes in the West,
while terrorism deaths surged in Iran. Global terrorism deaths remained constant in 2024. The most
deaths from terrorism were in Burkina Faso, Pakistan and Syria. Burkina Faso is responsible for one-
fifth of all deaths globally.

The banned Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) emerged as the fastest-growing terrorist group, with
gopcincrease in attributed deaths. The TTP remains the deadliest terrorist organisation in Pakistan

for the second year. It was responsible for 52pc of deaths in Pakistan in 2024.

Last year, the TTP carried out 482 attacks, resulting in 558 deaths, an increase of 91pc from the 293
deaths in the preceding year.

The report says Pakistan has experienced a significant rise in terrorism since the Taliban’s rise to
power in Afghanistan. Terrorist groups operating from Afghanistan have intensified their attacks,
particularly along the Pakistan-Afghanistan border. The provinces of Balochistan and Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa remain the most heavily affected regions, with these western border areas

accounting for over 96pc of terrorist attacks and deaths in Pakistan in 2024.

Since the Taliban’s return to power in Afghanistan, the TTP has capitalised on increased operational
freedom and access to safe havens across the border. This has allowed the group to plan and

execute attacks with greater impunity.

The TTP has continuously targeted security forces and infrastructure to undermine the state
authority and disrupt military operations. In response, the Pakistan government has introduced

counterterrorism initiatives, such as Operation Azm-i-Istehkam.

The Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA) was responsible for Pakistan’s deadliest terror attack of
2024, when a suicide bomber killed at least 25 civilians and soldiers at Quetta railway station in
Balochistan.

Baloch militant groups such as the BLA and the Balochistan Liberation Front (BLF) continue to take
advantage of ongoing instability within Pakistan. Attacks by these groups have increased
significantly from 116 in 2023 to 504 in 2024. Deaths surged over fourfold to 388, from 88 in the

previous year.

Additionally, the surge in Baloch militant groups’ activity has significantly contributed to the
heightened levels of terrorism in Pakistan in 2024. The BLA has openly opposed the government’s
policies on resource extraction, citing the exploitation of Balochistan’s natural resources without

equitable development or compensation for the local population.

The group has also targeted foreign investments, particularly Chinese initiatives under the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), which it claims marginalise the Baloch people.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 6, 2025
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Five killed, 10 injured in Khuzdar bazaar blast

A blast in Balochistan’s Khuzdar

KHUZDAR: At least five people were burnt to death and 10 others sustained serious injuries in an

explosion in Naal town’s main bazaar in Khuzdar district.

According to police, the blast targeted the vehicle of pro-government tribal elder Abdul Samad
Sam-a-lani. The explosive device, planted in the bazaar, was detonated remotely as his vehicle
passed through the area.

While Mr Samalani survived with injuries, three of his companions were burnt to death on the spot
as the vehicle caught fire following the explosion, whereas two later died of wounds.

Officials said the blast occurred near a welding shop in the busy marketplace. Police and security
forces rushed to the scene, cordoning off the area and shifting the bodies and injured to Khuzdar
District Hospital.

“Atotal of five people travelling in the vehicle were burnt alive as the fire spread rapidly. Tragi-cally,
there were no fire brigade services or rescue workers available in the municipal committee of

Naal,” said a senior police officer from Bahawal Khan Police Station.

Deputy Commissioner Khuzdar Yasir Dashti confirmed that two critically injured victims succumbed
to their wounds in the hospital, while three died on the spot in the vehicle fire.
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Law enforcement agencies have collected evide-nce from the blast site. “We are investigating the
nature of the explosion,” said a senior police official. However, another officer suggested that the
explosion was likely caused by a bomb, intended to assassinate Abdul Samad Samalani, who is now

under medical treatment.

Four of the five deceased have been identified as Munir Ahmed Samalani, Abdullah Sarmastani,

Nadir Khan Garganari and Masood Ahmed.

The injured include Salal, Irfan, Abdul Samad Sama-lani, Arsalan, Muhammad Ashraf, Meharullah,
Abdul Razzak Qambrani, Saad-ullah, Walid and Muhammad Ramzan.

Security forces are conducting further investigations, and no group immediately claimed

responsibility for the attack.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 6, 2025
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Sinking dreams

TARIQ KHOSA

OVER the past few years, several tragic incidents have occurred involving boats carrying Pakistani

migrants attempting to reach Europe through irregular channels.

On June 14, 2023, the Adriana, an overcrowded fishing trawler, capsized and sank off the coast of
Greece. The vessel carried an estimated 750 migrants, including about 350 Pakistanis. Of the 104
survivors, only 12 were from Pakistan. Over 500 individuals died, making it one of the deadliest
shipwrecks in the Mediterranean. The then PDM government sprang into action and asked the
then DG National Police Bureau (NPB), Ehsan Sadig, who had earlier served as additional DG FIA,
to submit recommendations to combat the smuggling of migrants.

According to a report released last year by the National Commission for Human Rights (NCHR),
Pakistan climbed to fifth position among the countries accounting for the most illegal immigrants
to Europe. The report contained chilling data: nearly 40 per cent of Pakistanis wanted to leave due
mainly to economic woes, political uncertainty, lack of employment and educational opportunities,
inflation, and terrorism. In 2022, 8,778 Pakistanis crossed into Europe illegally. In 2023, 13,000
reached Europe; 10,000 did not return.

Moreover, Pakistanis lodged 28,000 applications for international protection in European Union
countries from October 2023 to October 2024, the EU’s Agency for Asylum said in a country-specific
report. The preferred options for Pakistani asylum seekers were lItaly, France, Greece, and
Germany. About 12pc of applicants were granted refugee status or subsidiary protection.

According to another report, as many as 7.3 million Pakistani nationals have left for greener
pastures in the last 10 years. Around 3.8m left during the PML-N government’s tenure (2013 to
2018), 1.3m during the PTI government (2018 to 2022), and 2.08m during the PDM government
(2022 to 2023), while 0.38m have left since the present government took over in 2024.

A gruesome fate awaits the desperate migrants who take huge risks by undertaking journeys by
road through the Pak-Iran border, enter Turkey, and then reach Greece; or those who fly to Egypt,
Dubai, Libya, Morocco or other West African destinations on visit visas and from there rely on
organised criminal networks to transport them to European countries like Italy, Greece, and Spain.
In January 2024, a boat carrying 80 passengers, including Pakistanis, capsized near the Moroccan-
controlled port city of Dakhla while en route to the Canary Islands. More than 40 Pakistanis were
feared drowned.

Two recent incidents are chilling reminders that the migrants are still willing to take deadly risks to
reach European shores. In January 2025, again off the coast of West Africa, a boat carrying 86
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migrants, mostly Pakistanis, en route to the Canary Islands, encountered difficulties during a 13-day

journey. Almost 50 individuals perished while 36 were rescued.

The latest incident occurred last month off the coast of Libya, when a vessel carrying 65 Europe-
bound migrants capsized, with the dreams of 16 Pakistanis turning into tragedy. These incidents
underscore the extreme risks associated with irregular migration routes and highlight the urgent
need for comprehensive measures to address the issue of human trafficking and ensure safer

migration pathways.

After the Greek boat tragedy, the then DG NPB submitted 27 key recommendations to the prime
minister on Aug 4, 2023. Here are some of the salient points. A national action plan against human
smugglers and their collaborators entailed seizure of all assets and instrumentalities used to
commit crimes under the relevant provisions of the Anti-Money Laundering Act (AMLA), 2010. All
30 identified absconding smugglers living abroad were to be brought back through Interpol to face
trial. Similarly, all such agents and smugglers against whom multiple FIRs were registered were to
be placed on the PNIL (Provisional National Identification List), ECL, and Red Book — the most

wanted fugitive human smugglers with reward money on arrest.

Strict accountability was required against FIA immigration officials posted at the Karachi, Sialkot,
and Multan airports, from where the boat tragedy passengers had taken off for Libya on visit visas.
Action was recommended against officials of the FIA’s anti-human trafficking circles in Lahore,
Gujrat, Gujranwala, Multan, Faisalabad, Rawalpindi, Mardan, and Peshawar, where human

smugglers were actively involved in arranging visit visas for Europe-bound migrants.

Certain stringent legal measures were recommended by making amendments to the Smuggling of
Migrants Act, 2018, such as inbuilt provisions for tracing, freezing and forfeiture of assets owned
and controlled by human smugglers. A Human Smuggler’s Watch List to identify members of
organised human smuggling networks was to be launched. Repeat offenders were not to be
treated as victims but prosecuted under the Emigration Ordinance and the AMLA. A special
monitoring and due diligence regime was needed at airports for stringent screening of passengers
travelling to Libya, Morocco, Iraq, Iran, Turkey, Azerbaijan, Egypt, Malaysia, Nigeria and other
destinations in West Africa. To enhance international coordination, the UN Protocol on Smuggling
of Migrants was recommended for ratification.

This excellent report remained largely unimplemented during the latter half of 2023 and the whole
of 2024, as the political clime after the 2024 polls remained unstable. The ruling coalition lacked the
political will to focus attention on combating organised crimes like human trafficking, smuggling
of migrants, terrorism, etc. The prime minister finally addressed the issue of smuggling of migrants
on Dec 27, 2024, and appointed a task force comprising the ministries of interior, law, foreign
affairs, and information, with the DG FIA and chairman AML Authority as members. Stringent
efficiency and disciplinary rules have been suggested for the FIA, and the creation of a dedicated
immigration wing with mechanisms for specialised training, screening, retention, and rotation. The

chairman AMLA was asked to audit the FIA’s human smuggling-related performance. A committee
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under the DG NPB was constituted to conduct an annual external audit of FIA. Will these measures
be implemented?

The only outcome was the transfer of the DG FIA. This important post is vacant weeks since the
former DG was made a scapegoat. The political bosses could have promptly posted a senior police
officer of impeccable credentials; there are still some honourable ones in the service. But if the
intentions are dubious and the deep state’s nod is needed in the selection of the FIA chief, then

God save us from such machinations.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 7, 2025
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62pc of deaths from terror attacks in
Balochistan
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An FC vehicle lies damaged following an explosion on Jan Muhammad Road in Quetta on February
28, 2025.

ISLAMABAD: Terrorism-related deaths in the country surged by 73 per cent in February, compared
to the previous month, with nearly 62 per cent of the total fatalities occurring in Balochistan,
highlighting the growing insurgency in the province.

A total of 121 people were killed and 103 others injured in 54 terrorist attacks recorded across the
country during the month.

The Pak Institute for Peace Studies (PIPS), an Islamabad-based think-tank, released these statistics
on Thursday in its Pakistan Monthly Security Report for February 2025.

The frequency of high-impact and high-intensity attacks by banned Baloch insurgent groups has
been increasing in Balochistan, as reflected in the rising terrorism-related casualties in the
province, the report says.

Out of the total 121 casualties recorded during Febr-uary, as many as 75 occurred in Balochistan.
One example is the martyrdom of 18 Pakistan army soldiers in a single assault in Kalat.
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The total reported fatalities comprised 56 security and law-enforcement personnel, 37 civilians,
and 28 militants. Significant casualties resulted from three attacks targeting non-Baloch workers

and travelers in Balochistan, with 21 people dead and seven others injured.

As many as 30 terrorist attacks took place in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa last month. These attacks
claimed 45 lives and injured 58 others. The banned Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), Hafiz Gul
Bahadur Group, Lashkar-i-Islam, the militant Islamic State-Khorasan group and some unknown
terrorists perpetrated these attacks in the province. About half of the reported attacks were
concentrated in southern KP districts of Bannu, Dera Ismail Khan, Lakki Marwat, and North and
South Waziristan.

Fatalities in terrorist incidents in Balochistan saw a significant increase during the month. As many
as 75 people were killed in 23 attacks reported from the province and another 45 people were
injured. Baloch insurgent groups, including the Balochistan Liberation Army, Balochistan Liberation
Front and Baloch Republican Guards, perpetrated a combined total of 22 attacks, causing 74 deaths
and inflicting injuries on 45 others. One attack was orchestrated by the TTP in Balochistan, which
killed one person.

No terrorist attack took place in Punjab during the month. One terrorist incident occurred in
Karachi. Out of the total 54 attacks reported during February, as many as 32 were carried out by
religiously inspired militant groups, mainly the outlawed TTP and its affiliates (30 in KP and one
attack each in Sindh and Balochistan), which killed 47 people and injured 58 others.

The data shows that over 68 per cent (37 attacks) of all recorded terrorist attacks in the country
specifically targeted security and law-enforcement personnel. During the month, security forces
conducted 20 operational strikes targeting militants, including 19 strikes in various districts of KP
and one in Balochistan’s Harnai district.

These kinetic operations resulted in the death of 131 militants while six soldiers were martyred.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 7, 2025
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Terrorism ranking

IT is an unenviable ‘achievement’. According to the Global Terrorism Index 2025, Pakistan stands
second in the world — just behind Burkina Faso, and just ahead of Syria — in the ranking of
countries affected by militant violence. Moreover, according to the index, the banned TTP, which
has been waging a bloody campaign against the state and people of Pakistan, ranks among the
world’s top four deadliest terrorist outfits.

Before protestations are made that such rankings harm Pakistan’s fair image in the world, the data
presented by the study needs to be calmly digested. The numbers do not paint a reassuring picture.
For example, compared to 517 terrorist attacks in 2023, last year 1,099 such incidents occurred,
with half of the attacks carried out by the TTP. The index also confirms that KP and Balochistan are
the worst affected parts of the country, suffering 96pc of the attacks. While the TTP carried out
the largest number of attacks, it was the proscribed BLA that was responsible for 2024’s deadliest

terrorist rampage — the suicide bombing of the Quetta railway station.

The worrying scenario highlighted by the index is reminiscent of the predicament Pakistan found
itself in nearly two decades ago, when it was confronting another terrorist insurgency
spearheaded by the same malign actors. Unfortunately, the Taliban takeover of Afghanistan has
given great impetus to the TTP and other violent groups to take on the Pakistani state. The
terrorism index recognises this, while there can be little denying the fact that militants find safe
havens in Afghanistan. For example, the military has said that Afghan nationals were involved in

the recent attack on Bannu Cantt.

But what is complicating Pakistan’s counterterrorism efforts is the fact that relations with the
Afghan Taliban remain poor. For example, Pakistani and Afghan forces have been clashing for
several days due to a border dispute at Torkham. Difficult as it may be, mending fences with the
Afghan Taliban is essential to tackling the threat posed by the TTP.

The Global Terrorism Index report recommends that Pakistan take ‘“a combination of military,
political, and socioeconomic measures” to deal with the militant threat. Yet the political tribes are
too consumed by infighting to notice that the country is going through a major terrorism crisis,
while other powerful institutions seem more concerned about ‘digital terrorism’ and other such
‘threats’.

The dreams of economic revival and national harmony will be shattered if we do not wake up to
the severity of the present terrorist threat. An effective CT strategy — with input from the civil and
military agencies, lawmakers, and independent experts — is essential, for focusing on both kinetic
tactics and long-term goals. Cooperation with foreign partners is also key, as the successful capture
of the IS-K militant involved in the Kabul airport bombing has shown.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 7, 2025

0



DIGEST MARCH 2025

Promoting Gender Diversity in the
Workplace

NAZISH SHEKHA

In recent years, Pakistan’s private sector has made significant progress in promoting gender
diversity in the workplace, despite the country’s ongoing challenges related to this important
issue. This is because, even though Pakistan ranks low on the gender gap index and female labour
force participation remains stagnant, forward-thinking companies are prioritising the inclusion of

women in their workforce.

These organisations recognise the immense benefits of a diverse team, which are supported by
global research, which indicates higher profitability for companies that have women in executive
roles. Additionally, regulatory bodies are increasingly holding top companies accountable by
requiring the publication of gender-segregated data on recruitment, retention, and promotion.
These positive developments signal a shift toward a more inclusive corporate landscape in
Pakistan.

The theme for this year’s International Women’s Day is ‘For All Women and Girls: Rights. Equality.
Empowerment.’, encouraging everyone to advance women’s and girls’ rights, promote gender
equality, and foster empowerment. From a corporate perspective, this means addressing internal
systemic barriers that prevent women from joining — and remaining in — the workforce. While there
is no one-size-fits-all approach, here are eight steps businesses can take to enhance women’s

employment and increase gender diversity:
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1. Setting the Business Case for Gender Diversity

Developing a strong business case for gender diversity is essential for obtaining corporate support
and resources. Like other organisational changes, the business case is the initial and most critical
step in gaining leadership buy-in. It should demonstrate how enhancing gender diversity can
improve business performance, support female employees, and strengthen community ties.
Gender diversity business cases are dynamic and should be revisited regularly to ensure they
remain relevant. At present, both the Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP) and
the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) emphasise gender diversity. A 2020 SECP report found that
companies with women on their boards showed improved performance in terms of average return

on assets (ROA) and return on equity (ROE).

2. Setting Gender Targets

In 2021, the SBP introduced the Banking on Equality Policy, which aimed to increase the percentage
of women from 13% to 20% in the banking sector. The business case behind this was to tap into the
female market, assuming that having more women in various roles, including customer service,
would attract more female clients. These targets have been milestones for the banking sector in
developing gender strategies for recruiting and retaining women. The banking sector has gained
recognition for employing more women, with four banks winning the 2024 Employer of Choice
Gender Diversity Award.

3. Conducting Gender Assessments

Performing a gender assessment or audit allows companies to establish a baseline for gender
diversity and determine the next steps for improvement. The goal is to conduct an initial
benchmarking exercise to identify institutional strengths and weaknesses regarding gender
equity. The UN Women’s Women’s Empowerment Principles Gender Gap Analysis Tool (WEPs
Tool) is a free, business-driven resource that helps companies globally evaluate their gender
equality performance across the workplace, marketplace and community. It’s an excellent starting
point for developing a gender diversity strategy.

4. Obtaining Gender-Segregated Data:

Collecting specific metrics can help companies set an initial baseline and conduct a comprehensive
evaluation of their performance. A gender audit assesses how a company has integrated gender
equity into various aspects such as policies, activities, capacity-building, organisational culture, and
the workplace. Metrics can include gender diversity among staff, promotion potential for both
genders, retention rates, the suitability of the physical work environment for women and men, the
priority given to gender diversity in recruitment, and equitable consultation of women and meniin

community engagement.

5. Aligning Policies Through a Gender Lens

When companies apply a gender lens, they can develop more effective strategies and policies,
enhancing their overall potential and outcomes. This approach involves considering the different
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needs, experiences and perspectives of all genders when making decisions and implementing
practices. Recently, companies have realised the need to develop family-friendly policies, offering
parents and carers flexibility to manage both work and family. These policies include providing

childcare support, flexible working hours, and carer’s leave.

6. Celebrating the Wins

While many companies celebrate International Women’s Day with events and other expressions
of appreciation for women, it is equally important to highlight performance improvements and
organisational achievements. These provide the leadership with a chance to engage with women,
celebrate their accomplishments, and reflect on how focusing on gender diversity has benefitted
the organisation. To establish a reputation as an employer of choice for women, companies can
participate in awards and become signatories to gender diversity initiatives such as the Women’s
Empowerment Principles. By publicly declaring and reporting on gender diversity performance and
targets, companies can highlight their achievements and benchmark themselves against other

industry players.

7. Championing Women’s Employment by Engaging Women Beyond the
Workplace

Attracting female employees remains a significant challenge for many companies. Organisations
with traditionally male-dominated or non-traditional jobs have created female-focused internship
and upskilling programmes. After completing these programmes, some women are offered
permanent positions within the organisation. Many leading companies have also engaged women
in various unconventional roles, such as farmers, ambassadors promoting electrical safety, and
forklift drivers. By committing to workforce diversity and providing support, companies can
strengthen their integration within the community.

8. Advocating for Gender Policies for Gender Participation

While policymakers are creating legislation, it is essential to provide feedback to the government and
other institutions, as several structural barriers cannot be resolved at the organisational level.
Additionally, larger market-focused companies can engage in gender-sensitive marketing
communications. Gender stereotypes have a profound impact on lives, resulting in feelings of
exclusion, inadequacy, and invisibility. These harmful norms are deeply ingrained in our society,
affecting various aspects such as family, education, workplaces, and the broader community.
Pakistan’s female labour force participation rate remains stagnant at 22%. Furthermore, data collected
by the World Bank’s Enterprise Survey highlights that only three percent of the corporate sector
comprises women. The gender-segregated data of college graduates are almost at par, and there
remains a significant gap in women’s workforce participation. Enhancing women’s employment in
Pakistan is complex, requiring a comprehensive understanding of barriers at various life stages and a
holistic roadmap. This requires all stakeholders to work together and create a conducive external

environment for gender diversity, driving sustainable growth and making a meaningful impact.

SOURCE: DAWN, 8 MARCH, 2025
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Baloch women are leading the struggle for
their rights, not just supporting it

In Balochistan, where pain has long been a cornerstone of its identity, a struggle led by women is

taking root.

While women have been involved in the campaign for Baloch rights since the early 2000s, like most
political movements, it has been largely dominated by men. Feminist scholars have written
extensively about the patriarchal nature of most nationalist movements, which frame women
according to their biological role as reproducers of the nation. At most, nationalist movements
offer women a fleeting sense of empowerment during the struggle, only to re-legitimatise their
return to the private sphere once its goals are achieved.

What sets this movement apart, however, is the women-centric leadership in groups like the
Baloch Yakjehti Committee (BYC). These women appear to be leading the struggle, rather than
merely supporting their male comrades. They not only use the language of kinship, invoking their
roles as mothers, daughters, and sisters in the fight, but also go beyond this framing by asserting
their equal roles as political actors and celebrating the fact that women are at the forefront of the
struggle.
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A history of women’s leadership

Baloch women’s involvement in protests began during the 2000s, largely in response to the
practice of enforced disappearances. Mothers, wives, sisters, and daughters of abducted men
began appearing at protests and marches, holding photos of their disappeared kin — a

phenomenon witnessed across the world where this form of state violence is practiced.

Thus, the large-scale participation of women in protests today is not a spontaneous occurrence. In
fact, the groundwork for women’s leadership has been gradually developed over the past two
decades. Much of this is attributed to the proscribed Baloch Students Organisation-Azad (BSO-
Azad), which actively recruited female students throughout the 2000s and included discussions
about gender and women’s participation within their study circles. The BSO-Azad, founded by Dr
Allah Nazar, was one of the many factions that split from the BSO after disagreements over the
state’s actions. Women have also been active in the Baloch Student Action Committee, which was
founded in 2008 and has focused on advocating for the rights of Baloch students.

Farzana Majeed was one of the first women to rise to prominence in 2009 after her brother, Zakir
Majeed, who was vice-president of the BSO-Azad, was allegedly abducted. Farzana spent the next
several years leading protests along with missing persons activist Mama Qadeer, demanding the
release of all missing persons and an end to the practice of enforced disappearances.

In discussions with Baloch activists, two women were cited most often as being pioneers of
women’s political participation: Shakkar Bibi and Karima Baloch. Shakkar Bibi, an advocate based
in Quetta, founded the Baloch Khawateen Panel, which was active between 2003 and 2008, with
the aim of motivating Baloch women to join the nationalist struggle. While Shakkar Bibi is no longer
publicly active, she continues to be remembered as a leading figure in the nationalist cause,

particularly in terms of mobilising Baloch women.

However, the woman most often cited as the pioneer of women’s involvement in the movement
is Karima Baloch. Referred to respectfully as ‘Banuk Karima’ or simply as ‘Lumma’ (mother in
Brahui) by many, Karima has inspired a new generation of women activists through her years of
organising and struggle. Many of the activists | interviewed told me how Karima would travel
across Balochistan from village to village on the back of a motorcycle, holding political circles and
encouraging women to participate in the struggle for their rights.

Apart from grassroots organising, Karima Baloch also wrote regularly in Urdu, with many of her
writings translated into Balochi and Brahui and circulated among Baloch students and activists.
Some of her writings focused on the need for women’s participation in the struggle. In an article
titled, ‘Women’s Struggle from a Historical Perspective’, Karima wrote:

“Throughout history, in every national struggle, whether past or ongoing, women have played an
equally significant role alongside men. Women make up half of every country and nation’s
population. When half of the population is prepared and involved in a struggle, victory is achieved
much sooner. If a movement is driven by the sacrifices of men alone, its pace toward success is
halved. But when the efforts of women are added, the struggle doubles in strength and
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momentum.” As a result of increasing threats, Karima Baloch sought exile in Canada in 2015 and
was granted asylum in 2016. In December 2020, Karima’s body was found by the waterfront in
Toronto. While the Canadian authorities concluded that there was no foul play involved, many
Baloch still have questions regarding the circumstances that led to her death.

When her remains were flown back to Pakistan, authorities initially refused to release her body to
the family. This sparked protests across Balochistan, with the matter even being raised in
Parliament where the Balochistan National Party-Mengal’s (BNP-M) Senator Dr Jahanzeb Jamaldini
remarked: “The security agencies are afraid of a dead body ... of a graveyard.”

Protesters called for justice and defiantly chanted, ‘Tum kitne Karima maaroge? Har ghar se Karima
niklegee’ (How many Karima’s will you kill> A Karima will emerge from every home.) She was
eventually buried in her hometown of Tump amid tight security, with women leading the funeral

procession.

Despite the presence of a few prominent women in the Baloch nationalist struggle since the 2000s,
the scale of women’s participation over the past year and the fact that there are now several

women leading the movement is something markedly new.

Today, social media is flooded with videos and reels of Baloch women, particularly young women,
mostly demanding the release of their disappeared loved ones but also giving public speeches,
calling out the authorities for the myriad of issues faced by the people of Balochistan. While some
of these women appear with their faces covered, many choose to show their faces — an act that
is both courageous given the security threats and defiance of patriarchal norms.

The call for women’s participation and for men’s support is framed as part of the nationalist
struggle to demonstrate that the Baloch people are distinct in their progressive and secular
character — with patriarchy viewed as a reality, but one that has been imposed on the Baloch
people through centuries of colonisation. In an interview Mahrang gave to Jamhoor magazine, she
described the dual oppression being faced by Baloch women:

“There is dual oppression on us — on the one hand, women are not being allowed to come to the
forefront [of society]. Baloch society is being transformed from its secular roots towards
extremism, and there are restrictions on women’s education, there are other social issues ...
Altogether, women are being suppressed to such an extent that they face state oppression on the
one hand, and social oppression on the other, and the social oppression is because of the state ...
because they want to rule over us in such a way that 51 per cent of our population does not even
participate [politically].”

The emergence of the BYC

The BYC represents the recent surge in the struggle for Baloch rights, with a notable feature being
the leadership of relatively young women. Dr Mahrang Baloch, Sammi Deen Baloch, and Dr Sabiha
Baloch have emerged as prominent figures within the movement, steering it forward with their

activism.
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A significant portion of the support for the movement has also come from women, as evidenced
by the colourful photos and reels of their protests shared widely on social media during the Baloch
Raaji Muchi (Baloch national gathering) last year. While women have long played a role in the
Baloch struggle for rights and the parallel fight against enforced disappearances, the scale and
nature of their involvement in this latest wave appears to be different. This increased participation

signals a new chapter in the endeavour, driven by fresh energy and visibility.

However, as stated above, the current upsurge in political activism among Baloch women did not
come out of nowhere; rather, it has emerged from decades of state violence and a conscious effort
to engage women in political struggle. Much of the fascination with Baloch women’s leadership is
rooted in Orientalist stereotypes that exist about the Baloch among non-Baloch Pakistanis,
portraying them as ‘tribal’ and ‘backwards’, and therefore more patriarchal than the rest of the

country.

Having said that, the participation and leadership of Baloch women is, in fact, remarkable — not
only in the context of South Asia but also globally, where the vast majority of nationalist

movements have, in fact, been dominated by men.

The BYC was founded in 2020 under the name ‘Bramsh Yakjehti Committee’ and expanded over
the next three years. However, it emerged on the national scene in December 2023, when a long
march was organised from Turbat to Islamabad following the alleged extrajudicial killing of Balaach
Mola Baksh. The 20-year-old from Turbat was allegedly abducted from his home by law
enforcement agencies on October 29, presented in court on November 21, and his family was
informed that he had been killed in an encounter just two days later.

The long march, which began in December 2023 and continued till January 2024, was reminiscent
of the long march held almost a decade earlier led by Mama Qadeer and the Voice for Baloch
Missing Persons (VBMP) from Quetta to Islamabad. However, this march was also different in some
key respects. While women like Farzana Majeed and Sammi Deen Baloch — who was a child at the
time and whose father, Dr Deen Mohammad, has been missing for the past 15 years — participated
back then, the scale and intensity of this march, particularly in terms of women’s involvement,

were unprecedented.

Dr Mahrang Baloch quickly emerged as the leader of the movement —embodying both the
suffering of the Baloch people and the hope for change. Mahrang is a 31-year-old doctor who has
been a prominent activist around Baloch human rights since she took a leading role in the protests

organised against the sexual harassment of female students in Balochistan University in 2019.

While Mahrang took a leading role in the long march and the month-long sit-in in front of the
National Press Club in Islamabad, she was formally elected as the chairperson of the BYC in June
2024. The Baloch Raaji Muchi, which was supposed to be a one-day event held on July 28, 2024,
grew into a series of protests over the span of several weeks, further amplifying the movement
and solidifying Mahrang as the movement’s undisputed leader. Alongside Mahrang, other women,
many of whom are also direct victims of state violence such as Sammi Deen, have risen as leaders

in the movement.
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The emergence of young women as leaders in the movement reflects the changing character of
the Baloch nationalist movement, which has shifted from being led by older, tribal male leaders to
being dominated by younger, middle-class activists drawn largely from non-tribal areas of

Balochistan such as the Makran division.

While some see the participation of women as a product of necessity, given the state’s systematic
violence against Baloch men, Baloch women activists see their involvement as a reflection of the
progressive character of Baloch society itself, which they argue has been corrupted by centuries
of colonial rule. Thus, the leadership and mobilisation of women are viewed as a means of

recuperating the Baloch people, which is framed as being both secular and egalitarian at its roots.

A feminist movement?

Despite challenging traditional gender roles, many Baloch women express a sense of alienation
from the Pakistani feminist movement. They perceive it as antagonistic towards men and believe
that Pakistani feminists have not adequately supported Baloch women, particularly on the critical
issue of enforced disappearances. Dr Shalee Baloch articulated this sentiment during her speech
at the Saryab Literary Festival:

“So-called feminists claim that men exploit women, but in Baloch society, it is not the men — it’s
the state that exploits them. The Baloch case is entirely different from other feminist movements.
Our men have never exploited us; it is the state that has done so. Today, when a man is abducted
from a household, it is the women who suffer the most.”

For these women, their struggle is deeply intertwined with that of their men, who often bear the
brunt of direct state violence.

However, this does not mean that they are uncritical of their men either. Mahrang appealed to the
men in the audience to support their women both in acquiring education, which is viewed as

essential to the process of nation-building, and in participating in politics.

“l appeal to all my brothers to recognise that just as this land is yours, it also belongs to Baloch
women. Just as you have the right to participate in politics and be involved in the nationalist
movement, Baloch women have the same right to be involved in politics ... | say to you all, give
your women all those basic rights. Do not prevent them from getting an education. Do not stop
them from doing anything, and prove to this state that we are amongst the free and civilised
nations that exist on this land. For us, women and men are equal. Both are part of the nation,” said
Mahrang in a speech delivered at the closing rally of the long march held in Quetta.

She frames the empowerment of women as part of the nationalist struggle; men must prove that
the Baloch people are civilised by allowing their women to obtain an education and take part in
politics.

While many feminist movements in the Global South emerged alongside anti-colonial struggles,
mobilising for women’s rights within and alongside struggles for national liberation, women’s
participation in the Baloch struggle is viewed as being part of the wider nationalist struggle. While
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they may not identify as ‘feminist’, Baloch women activists challenge gender roles through their
political participation and emphasis on women’s education, arguing that women’s empowerment
will and is happening through the struggle for Baloch rights.

“If you want women’s empowerment, you will have to involve women in the main change that is
taking place in society to address the national question. Until and unless you are involved in that
change, women’s struggle for gender-based change will remain at the margins. You have to tell
[men] that women’s rights are the basic rights, and you will have to include that as part of your
wider national plan,” said Mahrang, underscoring the shift from women’s participation behind

men to women now being at the forefront of the movement.

While it is possible to argue that the BYC’s discourse regarding women’s empowerment falls into
the trap of instrumentalising women, | argue that something more significant is taking place. By
celebrating women'’s leadership as a marker of progress and by practically challenging patriarchal
restrictions through their leadership and organising, the BYC pushes us to think of nationalist
movements not only as patriarchal constructs but as spaces of possibility to imagine and enact a

more egalitarian future.

Challenging the status quo

In a context where feminist and leftist movements are struggling to survive and remain relevant,
nationalist-oriented movements have emerged from the direct experiences of state brutality,
offering spaces of hope for marginalised groups, particularly those on Pakistan’s peripheries.

While nationalism has generally been understood by feminist theorists as a patriarchal project, the
women involved in the movement present a challenge to such narrow conceptions. Rather, they
imagine the Baloch society as anti-patriarchal — a people that honour and respects women not
only as mothers, daughters, and sisters but also as political leaders. While largely rejecting the
feminism of the Pakistani women’s movement, Baloch women challenge patriarchal norms
through their activism and aim to demonstrate and revive what they see as the progressive
character of Baloch society through their participation in politics.

Furthermore, while women have historically been told by men in nationalist movements that their
rights must wait until their larger goals are achieved, leaders of groups like BYC are integrating
women’s rights into the broader nationalist agenda. In their view, it is impossible to separate
women’s liberation from the struggle. They believe that their empowerment as women will only

come through their active participation in the struggle for the rights of all.

Whether they will succeed in this project remains to be seen, but the broad acceptance of women’s
leadership and the growing numbers of women engaging in the public sphere demonstrate that a
significant shift is taking place across Balochistan, both in terms of the nature of political organising
and of gender relations more generally.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 8, 2025
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10 terrorists arrested as Punjab CTD
conducts 73 operations

Punjab’s Counter-Terrorism Department (CTD) has arrested 10 terrorists following 73 intelligence-
based operations (IBOs) across the province, the law enforcement agency said.

The CTD regularly carries out operations across the province to prevent and investigate terrorism-
related activities and gather intelligence. Operating under the provincial police department, the
Punjab CTD plays a key role in maintaining internal security and countering terrorism within the

country.

The statement quoted a CTD spokesperson as saying, “The CTD conducted 73 I1BOs in different
cities of Punjab due to the terror threat.”

“10 terrorists arrested during the intelligence-based operation[s].”

The operations were conducted in Rawalpindi, Toba Tek Singh, Khushab, Bahawalnagar, Rahim Yar
Khan, Rajanpur, Bhakkar and Jalam, according to the spokesperson.

Two dangerous terrorists, affiliated with the proscribed Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), were
arrested from Khushab and Jhelum, the statement said.

The CTD recovered explosives, an IED bomb, a detonator, 35 feet safety fuse wire, pamphlets, cash
and mobile phones.

The terrorists were identified as Riaz, Shafiq, Rashid, Javed, Zaheer, Zaheeruddin, Hafeez, Wazir,
Asif and Waheed.

The statement further said, “The terrorists wanted to spread fear and panic among the people by
carrying out operations at different places.”

It added that 107 suspects were arrested during 758 combing operations and 30,394 people were
questioned in those conducted in the past week.

Pakistan has witnessed an uptick in terror activities over the past year, especially in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan, after the TTP ended its ceasefire with the government in November

2022.

February saw a marginal increase in terrorist attacks but a sharp surge in civilian casualties,
according to a report published by the Islamabad-based think tank, Pakistan Institute for Conflict
and Security Studies (PICSS).

According to PICSS, the country witnessed 79 terrorist attacks last month, resulting in the deaths
of 55 civilians and 47 security personnel, while 45 civilians and 81 security personnel were injured.
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Security forces, meanwhile, intensified counter-terrorism operations, eliminating 156 terrorists,
injuring 20, and arresting 66, it said.

Naqvi commends police for foiling terrorist attack

Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi appreciated the police for foiling an attack by Fitna al Khawarij
terrorists on Dera Ghazi Khan’s border check post. The government refers to the TTP and its

affiliates as Fitna al Khawarij.

“Dera Ghazi Khan police bravely confronted Khawarij terrorists and repelled the attack ... We
commend the police team for thwarting the attack of the Fitna-ul-Khawarij terrorists,” Naqvi said

in a statement.

He praised the “brave sons of Dera Ghazi Khan police” for their professional response against the

terrorists. “Proud of the brave and professional sons of Punjab police,” he added.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 8, 2025
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Man jailed in UK over bid to smuggle
firearms parts from Pakistan

Yasir Khan was arrested in Birmingham by UK’s National Crime Agency.

A man was jailed in Birmingham for trying to smuggle firearms in a car from Pakistan, the UK’s
federal crime agency said.

According to a statement by the National Crime Agency (NCA), “A man who tried to smuggle 72
firearms parts in a car shipped from Pakistan to the United Kingdom has today been jailed for eight
years.” The 40-year-old, named Yasir Khan, pleaded guilty after the agency found that “he was
behind the bid to smuggle 36 top slides and 36 barrels for gmm Glock self-loading pistols in a 1976
Datsun Sunny”.

NCA’s statement detailed how the gun parts were “expertly” hidden inside the vehicle. The agency
said that NCA officers had initiated an investigation against Yasir, who claimed he was a car dealer,
and arrested him in July of last year. He appeared at Birmingham’s crown court where he was
sentenced after admitting to the crime, the statement added.

The officers found voice notes on Yasir’s phone showing evidence of a contact with a Pakistani
supplier with access to the manufacturer of firearms’ parts. The statement further said that Yasir
was suspected of a similar incident in Nov 2023. It stated, “Evidence also showed that during 2023,
Khan purchased several deactivated firearms which it is believed he was able to convert into viable

lethal firearms once again.”

A video posted by the agency on social media platform X showed armed officers raiding the
accused who was seen sitting inside a car. The officers detained him with handcuffs, the footage
showed.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 8, 2025
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Banning groups

THE Punjab government has released a list of ‘banned outfits’, warning the public that giving
money to these groups is a crime punishable under the Anti-Terrorism Act, 1997. Numbering some
84 groups, the list mirrors a similar inventory of supposedly proscribed outfits maintained by
Nacta.

While these organisations — ranging from religiously inclined and sectarian armed groups to
ethno-nationalist separatists — are supposed to be out of commission, in many cases this is not
true, and they operate with relative impunity.

The rationale behind the Punjab administration’s move seems to be the fact that as many people
give zakat and other donations during the ongoing month of Ramazan, care should be taken so
that people’s charity does not end up in the coffers of terrorists. While this is a noble aim, the
bigger question is why such a large list of terrorist outfits still exists, and why these groups have
not been permanently disabled.

As Pakistan faces multiple terrorist threats, the state’s approach of banning groups, and then
letting them operate with new monikers, must be revisited if we are sincere in our
counterterrorism endeavours. For example, some groups on the list have gone through several
name changes since the Musharraf era: their names change, but their leaders, operatives and
ideologies remain the same. Moreover, while the state has banned sectarian groups, they still
freely organise and hold massive rallies in Pakistan’s cities. Similarly, while those peacefully
struggling for their rights get the rough end of the stick from the state, violent elements — such
as the ladies and gentlemen of Islamabad’s Lal Masjid — are treated with kid gloves, with the state
‘negotiating’ with those who have threatened it on multiple occasions. Until this glaring disconnect

is addressed, Pakistan can ban a thousand groups, but militant violence will not come down.

If the state has banned a group on paper, this means it has sufficient evidence of wrongdoing
against it. The logical corollary should mean cases against the leaders and financiers of such violent
groups, so that they are prosecuted and jailed. Though some jihadist leaders have been
prosecuted, many others remain free. The battle against violent extremism will be a long and hard
one, and will require long-term efforts such as promoting genuine moderation in society, as well

as deradicalisation campaigns.

But the first steps of this long struggle must be defeating terrorist groups in the field, and ensuring
that banned groups are actually banned. If groups are able to re-emerge under new names and
continue their destructive activities, all efforts to fight terrorism will fail despite the loss of tens of

thousands of precious civilian and security personnel’s lives.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 9, 2025
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Afghan meth poses ‘challenge for
neighbours’

ISLAMABAD: The International Narcotics Control Board (INCB) has said the increase in
methamphetamine production in Afghanistan posed serious challenges for neighbouring and

regional countries.

The manufacturing of methamphetamine seems to have increased in Afghanistan, as evidenced by
more seizures in neighbouring countries of Central Asia, South-West Asia and Turkiye, according
to the INCB Annual Report for 2024 released this week.

In Pakistan, 11.4 tonnes of the drug was seized in 2023, up by 156pc from 4.4 tonnes in 2022.

The amount of crystal methamphetamine seized surged from 86.7kg in 2022 to 589.1kg in 2023, an
increase of 58opc.

Iran seized 37.2 tonnes of methamphetamine in 2023, compared with 30.4 tonnes in 2022, a 22 per

cent increase.
Turkiye has also reported a considerable increase in seizures of methamphetamine.

A record 21.9 tonnes was seized in the country in 2023, representing a 35.5pc increase compared
to 16.2 tonnes seized in 2022.

Methamphetamine trafficked to Turkiye may be linked to the ongoing smuggling of the substance
into the country from or through Iran, possibly from Afghanistan.

In West Asia, the highest quantity of cannabis resin was seized in Pakistan in 2021 and 2022,
followed by Iran, Afghanistan, Turkiye and Lebanon.

Cannabis resin originating from Afghanistan is trafficked mainly through Central Asia to destination
markets within the sub-region and in Russia.

Cannabis resin produced in Lebanon is trafficked to countries in the Middle East and Europe.

South-West Asia accounted for 27pc of global seizures of cannabis resin from 2018 to 2022,
remaining one of the sub-regions with the highest levels of production and trafficking of the
substance, the INCB report said.

The report said the drug ban announced in April 2022 by the interim Afghanistan government does
not appear to have impacted the manufacturing or trafficking of methamphetamine.

Methamphetamine seizures in neighbouring countries up to the end of 2023 did not indicate a
slowdown in trafficking, it added.
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The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) has estimated that of the 60 million people
worldwide who used opioids in 2022, half were in South and South-West Asia.

The Middle East and South-West Asia remained the sub-regions with the highest prevalence of

opioid misuse in the world in 2022.

Opiates, in particular opium and heroin, remained the main drugs of concern in South-West Asia,
while the non-medical use of tramadol in the Middle East continued to pose significant health risks,

including acute toxicity (fatal and non-fatal overdoses).

The UNODC has said that although recent estimates of anincrease in the use of methamphetamine
in Afghanistan were not available, its use, along with that of captagon tablets, has been rising in
the Middle East and South-West Asia.

INCB called the rapid spread of illicit synthetic drugs “a deadly problem”, presenting a serious
threat to public health.

It called for a comprehensive, coordinated strategy to counter illicit manufacturing, trafficking and

consumption, including through private-public partnerships.

The INCB report found that the proliferation of synthetic drugs was fundamentally reshaping illicit
drug markets and criminal actors were exploiting regulatory loopholes to generate new synthetic

substances.

“With rapidly emerging substances being used to illicitly manufacture synthetic drugs, it is a
constantly moving target and criminal actors are staying ahead of regulatory mechanisms and
often acting faster than enforcement agencies can keep up with,” said INCB President Jallal Toufig.

In light of the increase in seizures of methamphetamine and its use in the region, INCB has
encouraged governments to invest more in systematic forensic profiling of seized
methamphetamine in order to determine the chemicals from which it is manufactured to enable

informed regulatory and enforcement action.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 10, 2025
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Rights watchdog classifies Pakistan as
‘repressed’

KARACHI: Pakistan has been added to the Civicus Monitor’s human rights watchlist for 2025 due
to a narrowing civil space, human rights activists being arbitrarily targeted by authorities, and
journalists being clamped down on by draconian laws, according to a statement issued by the

monitor.

According to Civicus, Pakistan joins the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Serbia, Italy and the
United States in this year’s watchlist, which “lists countries experiencing rapid declines in civic

freedoms”.
It lists Pakistan’s status as “repressed” on its website.

“Pakistan’s recent criminalisation of activists, stifling of opposition and minority protests, and
digital space restrictions have resulted in the county being added to the Civicus Monitor watchlist,”
the press release read.

The release added that the government brought “trumped up charges” against Dr Mahrang
Baloch, the leader of the Baloch Yakjehti Committee, and human rights activist and lawyer Imaan
Zainab Mazari-Hazir.

The release said that Mahrang “faces multiple criminal charges, including under the Anti-Terror-ism
Act, for organising sit-ins across the country and attending gatherings”.

Meanwhile, the release said that Mazari-Hazir was “targeted on terrorism charges for actively
supporting legal redress for victims of violence and persecution and advocating for rights of

persecuted religious and ethnic communities”.

Civicus added that the Anti-Terrorism Act was also used to ban the Pashtun Tahaffuz Movement in
2024.

“The charges against human rights defenders like Dr Mahrang Baloch and Imaan Zainab Mazari-
Hazir are a political witch-hunt. They are attempts at silencing dissent,” said Rajavelu Karunanithi,
Civicus’ Advocacy and Campaign Officer for Asia.

“Civicus calls on the government to drop these fabricated charges immediately and to revoke the
ban against the Pashtun Tahaffuz Movement,” the release added, quoting Karunanithi.

The monitor observed a systematic crackdown on protests by political opponents in October and
November last year. “Hundreds were arrested and charged ahead of protests under vague and
overbroad laws,” Civicus said. “The authorities blocked major highways and routes to stifle the

movement of protesters.
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“Protests by the ethnic Sindh and Baloch groups were met with suppression by the authorities.
These incidents are clear violations of Pakistan’s commitments to uphold civic freedoms,” the

monitor added.

Furthermore, Civicus noted that journalists were targeted under the Prevention of Electronic
Crimes Act (Peca), with the press release stating that they were “accused of spreading ‘false

narratives against state institutions’.”

The monitor added that Peca was amended in January to “further tighten its control on free
speech”, while it noted that social media platform X has been shut down in Pakistan since February
2024. Civicus also mentioned the suspension of mobile and internet services amid protests in its

press release.

“The crackdown on protests by the opposition and ethnic minority groups and targeting of
journalists and digital restrictions are inconsistent with Pakistan’s international human rights
obligations,” the press release read. “They also go against the recommendations made by the UN
Human Rights Committee.”

According to Civicus, theUN Human Rights Committeereviewed Pakistan’s record on civil and
political rights and urged recommendations to protect civic freedoms in October 2024.

“The authorities must take steps to reverse course and protect the rights to peaceful assembly and
expression and bring perpetrators to justice,” added Karunanithi.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 10, 2025
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Two KP CTD personnel martyred at Tanda
Dam in Kohat

Two officials of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Counter Terrorism Department (CTD) were martyred at
Tanda Dam in Kohat district in a gun attack carried out by unidentified assailants, officials said.

Pakistan has witnessed an uptick in terrorist activities over the past year, especially in KP and
Balochistan, after the banned Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) ended its ceasefire with the
government in November 2022. Kohat District Police Officer (DPO) Zahid Khan told Dawn.com,
“Two CTD personnel, named Zahid and Mustafa, were martyred in a gun attack at Kohat’s Tanda
Dam.” He said that the suspects fled from the scene, adding that a heavy police contingent was

dispatched to the area.

The motive behind the incident was unknown and an investigation was underway, he added.
According to KP Inspector General of Police (IGP) Zulfigar Hameed, authorities have taken notice
of the “target killing” of the police officers. “The CTD additional IGP has been directed to form
special investigation teams ... toimmediately arrest the miscreants involved in the attack and bring
them to justice,” he said. “The CTD additional IGP will supervise the investigation teams,” he
added.

“[These] cowardly acts of miscreants cannot demoralise the police force. The blood of police
personnel will not be allowed to go in vain,” the provincial police chief continued. February saw a
marginal increase in terrorist attacks but a sharp surge in civilian casualties, according to a report
published by the Islamabad-based think tank, Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Studies
(PICSS). According to PICSS, the country witnessed 79 terrorist attacks last month, resulting in the
deaths of 55 civilians and 47 security personnel, while 45 civilians and 81 security personnel were
injured. Security forces, meanwhile, intensified counter-terrorism operations, eliminating 156

terrorists, injuring 20, and arresting 66, it said.

Naqvi condemns attack

Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi condemned the attack on police personnel, according to a
statement by the interior ministry. “Interior Minister Naqvi condemns the incident of firing on
police personnel near Tanda Dam area of Kohat”, the statement said. The interior minister, “pays
tribute to the two police personnel who were martyred in the firing and salutes the sacrifice of
martyred police personnel Ghulam Mustafa and Zahid-ur-Rehman”, it added. The minister
expressed his sympathies and condolences to the families of the martyred. “The great sacrifices of
the brave sons of KP police will always be remembered,” he concluded.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 10, 2025
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Reforming CJS

MOHAMMAD ALI BABAKHEL

POST-colonial societies interpret the criminal justice system narrowly; developed democracies are
more flexible. Traditionally, CJS consists of police, prosecution and prison. In modern states,
community policing, restorative justice, NGOs, donors, and civil society are gaining more
prominence within CJS. In Pakistan, the police, prosecution, prison, probation and parole systems
are CJS components, main--ly under provincial jurisdiction. Post-devo-lution, CJS reform has seen

isolated initiatives — some (such as Police Order 2002) have seen reversals and amendments.

In colonial societies, victims are often caught between criminals and CJS. Before deep reform,
obstacles must be identified. Articles 10-A and 37 guarantee the right to a fair trial, due process,
and inexpensive justice. Point 20 of the National Action Plan and 12 of the revised NAP aim to
revamp CJS, but need coordination. In Rule of Law Index 2024, out of 142 states, we rank 129th —
98th in criminal justice, 128th in civil justice, and 140th in order and security.

False/ exaggerated FIRs and witness non-cooperation burden CJS. Usually, investigators follow the
FIR version, but this does not facilitate the judges; instead it creates ambiguity. Investigators must
be trained to proceed based not only on complaints’ content and witnesses’ version but also
technical evidence, forensic support, and law and procedure. Corruption, lack of will, dysfunctional

complaint authorities, weak coordination, etc, obstruct reforms.

Almost all components operate in isolation. Prosecution was once part of police organisation.
There were calls for separating prosecution from police. It was expected to improve the quality of
justice and public service delivery. It is time to assess the impact of separation of prosecution on
conviction and public service delivery as well as of operations and investigation.

The idea of criminal justice coordinating councils in the 1970s lacked structural guidelines and a
proper hierarchy. Under Article 109 of Police Order 2002, a seven-member district Criminal Justice
Coordination Committee was envisioned to improve coordination and trust in CJS. The CJCC is
headed by a district and sessions judge and meant to improve investigation quality and conviction
rates. Sometimes, it intrudes into administrative dynamics; so it is inevitable that CJCC be restricted
to its mandate. In districts where anti-terrorism courts operate, ATC judges should be associated
with CJCCs to improve investigation and prosecution for better conviction rates in terrorism cases.
Outdated laws like the CrPC and CPC hamper CJS, and despite amendments are not in step with
changing legal and societal developments.

Some cultural norms and attitudes, such as carrying arms and making offences compoundable,
create obstacles. Resource constraints limit the CJS capacity to respond. Fewer finances for
technology, training, and infrastructure undermines CJS, especially with militants and criminals
equipped with the latest arms and gadgets. The Law and Justice Commission report (July-
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December 2023) said there were 2.6 million pending court cases — 82 per cent in district courts,
and the remaining in the upper judiciary. This erodes public trust. Inadequate training and
resources hamper investigation and prosecution. Corruption and external influence compromise
CJS integrity.

Lack of alternative dispute resolution mechanisms means overburdened courts. KP created
dispute resolution councils, which have been key to reducing crimes and the CJS burden. Peace is
vital for results but is not possible without a public-friendly CJS. Sadly, instead of introspection, CJS
actors often shift the blame to others, making reform difficult. Police Order 2002 provides for
public safety commissions, oversight bodies, and complaint authorities. The KP Police Act 2017
introduced the idea of an ‘implementation commission’. However, public oversight remains
dysfunctional. To enhance awareness of legislation, online citizen-police academies can improve

outreach.

CJS anchors should realise that the system is financed by taxpayers, without whose satisfaction
the trust deficit will continue. Increased financing for it will improve the quality of public service
and justice. Financing police stations has been neglected for too long. A separate budget for KP
police stations is the right step. Improved finances and resources at the police station level will
reduce corrupt practices and enhance public service delivery and transparency. Like other
institutions, CJS components indulge in self-praise and often manipulate statistics. CJS needs to
realise the importance of an integrated outlook based on a diagnostic approach focusing on justice

and prioritising victims’ satisfaction.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 11, 2025
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Timeline: Attacks claimed by BLA over the
last one year

The rescue operation to release the scores of people held hostage by terrorists who hijacked the
Jaffer Express train near Balochistan’s Bolan district continued on Wednesday, a day after the
perpetrators took over 400 people hostage, including numerous security personnel.

The train, travelling from Quetta to Peshawar, came under attack at around 1pm yesterday
between the Paneer and Peshi railway stations, near Railway Tunnel No 8, located near Mushkaf.
According toreports, the attackers martyred a number of security personnel and hijacked the train.
They then started checking passengers’ identities and took some of them hostage.

Although hampered by the remoteness of the area, security forces said they had launched a
massive operation to rescue the hostages. So far, 155 passengers have been rescued, as per the
latest update by state-run Radio Pakistan. It added that 27 terrorists had been killed by security

forces, while the operation to eliminate the remaining assailants was continuing.

There was no confirmation of the total number of casualties, but officials said that at least 10
people —including the driver of the locomotive and eight security personnel — had lost their lives
as the forces engaged in a gun battle.

The attack was claimed by the Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA), a banned militant nationalist
outfit whose attacks have grown increasingly brazen in recent years. And while it emerged as a key
perpetrator of terror attacks last year, Tuesday’s train hijacking is the first time that a terror group
has used this tactic.

Overall, the BLA-orchestrated attacks caused 225 fatalities in 2024, according to the Pakistan
Security Report. The report added that attacks by various outlawed Baloch insurgent groups,
primarily the BLA and the Balochistan Liberation Front (BLF), saw a staggering 119 per cent

increase, accounting for 171 incidents in Balochistan.
Here is a timeline of all attacks claimed by the BLA over the last year.

January 30, 2024: The BLA launched three coordinated attacks using rockets and sophisticated
weapons in Balochistan’s Mach town, located at a 70km distance from the provincial capital of
Quetta.

The police said at least 15 rockets were fired from the nearby mountains that landed and exploded
in different areas of Mach. The terrorists also attacked a security forces camp near the central jail
and entered the town’s railway station. In nearby Kolpur areas, a hotel and six shops were targeted

and set ablaze.
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During the ensuing gun battle between security forces and the assailants — which lasted nearly
three days — 24 terrorists were killed, the military said. Four law enforcement personnel and two

civilians were also martyred in the attack.

March 20, 2024: A group of eight terrorists, belonging to the proscribed BLA, attempted to forcibly
enter the Gwadar Port Authority Colony and opened fire. Multiple blasts were also reported in the
attack.

According to a statement by Inter-Services Public Relations, all eight terrorists were killed in an

exchange of fire with the military while two soldiers embraced martyrdom.

The colony, where the attack took place, hosts several government and paramilitary offices. The

facility is also a centrepiece of the multibillion-dollar China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).

March 26, 2024: Turbat was shaken by explosions and firing by militants, who, according to
officials, aimed to attack PNS Siddique — which is among the biggest naval air stations in Pakistan.

However, the officials said that the attack was foiled.

They added that six terrorists were killed outside the Turbat airport boundary in an operation led

by a special wing of the FC and the navy’s special services group.

April 13, 2024: Nine passengers hailing from Punjab were killed near Balochistan’s Noshki when
gunmen forced them off a bus. The same attackers also killed two people in another car they forced

to stop.

According to officials, 10 to 12 armed men had set up a blockade which stopped the Taftan-bound
bus. They then went through the passengers’ identity cards, took nine people out — all from
eastern Punjab — and fled to the mountains. The victims’ bodies were later found by the police
under a bridge about 5km from the Quetta-Taftan Highway N-40.

The attack was later claimed by the BLA, according to the Associated Press.

May 10, 2024: Seven labourers hailing from Punjab were murdered in the coastal town of
Sarbandan, east of Gwadar, in their sleep. The victims, who worked at local barber shops, were
living in a rented residential quarter when unidentified assailants barged into the place and opened
fire.

Following the killing, the Balochistan government announced the arrest of two suspects, with the
Counter Terrorism Department saying both were associated with the BLA.

June 23, 2024: Armed militants belonging to the BLA kidnapped at least 14 people from a picnic
spot in the Zarghoon area of Harnai district. The picnickers were abducted after they were
separated from a crowd following an identity check.

As per Levies Force personnel, the militants had taken positions on the nearby hills. They freed four
persons in the area and later abandoned their vehicle.
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June 27, 2024: As many as 50 militants attacked a Frontier Corps (FC) check post guarding the
Pakistan Petroleum Limited (PPL) oil and gas exploration site in the Kalat district of Balochistan,
killing two security personnel.

Officials said the gunmen wanted to take all 20 officers deputed at the post hostage but their
attempt was foiled as additional troops were quickly dispatched to the site. They added that the
militants first attacked an FC camp in the Khaligabad area of Kalat district and fired rockets.

A spokesperson for the BLA claimed responsibility for the attack.

August 13, 2024: The deputy commissioner of Panjgur was killed in an attack on his vehicle on the
Quetta-Karachi National Highway, near Mastung. DC Zakir Hussain Baloch was on his way to Quetta

along with the Panjgur Municipal Committee chairman when unknown assailants opened fire.

According to security officials, at least 15 armed men had blocked the road and were checking
vehicles passing through the area. They tried to stop the deputy commissioner’s vehicle and

opened fire when it sped away.

The Balochistan government said that intelligence information and evidence indicated that the BLA
was behind the attack.

August 26-27, 2024: Balochistan witnessed one of the most violent days in its turbulent history. At
least 50 people, including 14 security men, lost their lives in different parts of the province as
dozens of BLA militants affiliated went on a rampage; storming police stations, blowing up railway
tracks, and setting fire to almost three dozen vehicles.

The militants launched numerous attacks, targeting security personnel as well as civilians,
particularly those hailing from Punjab. They attacked police stations, a paramilitary camp in Bela,
Levies stations, and blo-cked key roads, including the Coastal Highway. In Musakhail, a district
bordering Punjab, the militants shot dead 23 people after checking their identity documents.

Separately, the armed forces’ media wing said 21 militants were neutralised by the security forces

while 14 soldiers were martyred.

October 7, 2024: Two workers from China were killed and eight wounded in a late-night bombing
on a Chinese convoy outside the Karachi airport. The attack came on the heels of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation, hosted by Islamabad.

The attack was claimed by the BLA.

October 30, 2024: Militants affiliated with the BLA killed five private security guards dep-loyed on
the construction site of a dam in the Panjgur district of Makran division.

The victims were hired by the contractor for security duty at the dam site in the Promom area of
Panjgur, officials said. They added that the assailants, armed with automatic weapons, arrived at
the site on motorcycles and attacked the dam site where the victims were guarding the machinery.

November 9, 2024: At least 26 people, including 16 security personnel, were killed after a suicide
blast ripped through a railway station in Quetta. Over 60 people were injured.
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Officials said the attacker arrived as a passenger carrying a bag, moved into the crowd and
detonated the bomb, killing and injuring nearly 100 people. They added that the bomber’s primary
target was security personnel on the platform.

The banned BLA claimed responsibility for the blast, stating that its lethal guerilla cell Majeed
Brigade had carried out the attack.

November 17, 2024: Seven security personnel were martyred and 18 others wounded in a BLA-
orchestrated attack on a check post in the Johan area of Kalat. In its statement, the military said it

killed six terrorists while four others were injured.

The terrorists used rockets, hand grenades and automatic heavy weapons before storming the
Shah Mardan check post of the Frontier Corps (FC), the ISPR said.

January 5, 2025: At least six people, including five FC personnel, were martyred and 35 others,
including children, suffered injuries as an explosive-laden vehicle hit a coach]24 in the Turbat area
of Kech district.

According to reports, when the coach reached the new Behman area, on the outskirts of Turbat,

the explosive-laden vehicle hit the coach after which they caught fire.

While claiming responsibility for the attack on the coach, which was taking FC personnel from
Karachi to Turbat, the banned BLA said its Majeed Brigade carried out the blast.

January 9, 2025: BLA militants launched a brazen attack on the main market in Khuzdar’s Zehri
district, setting fire to multiple government buildings, including a Levies Force station, Nadra and
municipal committee offices and a bank.

According to officials, around 80 militants entered the area at about 11pm from nearby mountains,
deploying armed men around the bazaar and other locations in the tehsil headquarters of Zehri.
They set up checkpoints around the Zehri bazaar and pickets on the mountains to resist any action
from security forces. The militants stormed the Levies station, took the personnel hostage,
ransacked the records, and set the building on fire, damaging part of the structure, furniture and
other items.

The armed men later attacked a private bank branch, took the staff hostage and looted over Rsg9o
million from the strongroom, according to bank officials.

The militants also attacked the offices of the Zehri municipal committee, ransacked records, and
set the building on fire. The office of the National Dat-a--base and Registration Autho-rity was also
targeted, with official records, computers and other equipment being destroyed.

February 1, 2025: At least 18 soldiers were killed in an overnight insurgent attack in Balochistan’s
Kalat district.

A military statement said that the casualties occurred when “terrorists attempted to establish
roadblocks” in the area, and that security forces promptly responded. It added that 12 terrorists
were killed in the ensuing gun battles. The attack was claimed by BLA.
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February 19, 2025: Unidentified gunmen killed seven people travelling to Punjab after off-loading
them from a passenger bus, in the Barkhan district of Balochistan. According to officials, a group
of around 40 armed men stopped several buses and other vehicles near Rakhani, on the Barkhan-

Dera Ghazi Khan Highway.

After disembarking the passengers from the coach, the gunmen opened fire, killing them on the

spot. The attackers managed to escape.
The attack, which follows a familiar pattern, was claimed by the BLA.

March 3, 2025: A Frontier Corps personnel was martyred and four others were injured in a suicide
attack by a woman bomber on a convoy in Balochistan’s Kalat. The incident occurred on the

national highway near the Mughalzai area.

The attack was claimed by a lesser-known faction of the proscribed Balochistan Liberation Army,

known as the BLA Azad, in a message sent to journalists.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 12, 2025
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Afghan opium prices soar after poppy ban

VIENNA: Opium prices in Afghanistan are soaring and handing “massive profits” to criminal groups
following a poppy cultivation ban imposed by the Taliban authorities, the United Nations’ drugs
watchdog said.

In 2024, opium prices reached $750 per kilogram, a tenfold growth from $75 per kilogram in 2022
when the Taliban government banned poppy growing, the Vienna-based UN Office on Drugs and
Crime (UNODC) said in a statement.

Previously the world’s biggest opium producer, Afghanistan has seen a steep decline in output
since the ban. The move curbed trafficking, sending heroin and opium seizures down by 50 per
cent in weight against 2021, while prices skyrocketed.

“Despite the lower trade volumes, the high price per kilogramme ensures massive profits are still
being made, primarily benefiting high-level traders and exporters in organised crime groups,” the
UNODC said, adding prices are at “recent historic peaks”.

The long-running average was around $75 per kilogram but increased after the Taliban authorities
took over in 2021, reaching a monthly peak of $800 per kilogram in Dec 2023, UNODC said. It added
that estimated stocks of 13,200 tonnes at the end of 2022 — mostly held by large traders and
exporters — would suffice to meet demand for Afghan opiates until 2027.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 13, 2025
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Shocking ambush

THE chilling ambush of the Jaffar Express on Tuesday by terrorists is a rude wake-up call, reminding
us of the state’s shrinking writ in Balochistan.

Late Wednesday evening, the military confirmed the counterterrorism operation was over. But the
fact that BLA terrorists were able to waylay and hijack the train carrying hundreds of passengers,
as well as security men, in a desolate region is terrifying. Passengers have recounted distressing
accounts about how they survived the traumatic experience. This is not the first time this particular
train has been singled out; the suicide bombing last year at Quetta railway station also targeted
the Jaffar Express. The fact is that in Balochistan freedom of movement has been greatly curtailed,
with militants able to hijack trains and block highways.

The time for platitudes is over. Balochistan needs a solid security plan to ensure its people can live
in peace, and carry on with their lives without the fear of violence. Up till now, the state has failed
to do its duty on these counts. While there have been CT operations carried out in the province,
resulting in the martyrdom of security men, no long-term stability has been achieved through these

actions.

This means that the state must review its strategy. For one, there can be no more no-go areas and
ungoverned spaces where militants run fiefdoms. The state must exercise its writ over the entire
province. Secondly, the military has confirmed that the terrorists who attacked the Jaffar Express
were in contact with “supporters and masterminds” in Afghanistan. Pakistan must forcefully take
this matter up at the diplomatic level with the Afghan Taliban regime, while other hostile states
must also be warned not to indulge in misadventures. There can be no compromise on internal
security. The sophistication of the attack indicates that the separatists likely had support from

experienced external players.

Beyond kinetic actions, there must be sincere efforts to address the root causes of Balochistan’s
misery that are exploited by separatists. These include enforced disappearances, the province’s
appalling socioeconomic indicators, and curbs on political activity. While no cause can justify
atrocities that target civilians, many voices — including this paper’s — have been raising these

issues for years. But those who make and execute policies in this country are not listening.

Security and the rule of law are essential. Lasting peace in Balochistan, however, can only come
when there is good governance, the province’s people have a share in its mineral wealth and other
resources, and the genuine representatives of the inhabitants are allowed to take the democratic
process forward. The Jaffar Express assault shows that time may be running out before the
separatist insurgency spreads further. The rulers must act now to save Balochistan.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 13, 2025
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Pakistan’s security situation is off the tracks. Can the authorities reclaim control?

Zia Ur Rehman

A soldier stands on guard at a railway station in Balochistan.

The journey was supposed to be routine, almost boring. More than 400 passengers aboard the
Jaffar Express were travelling through the rugged mountains of Balochistan on Tuesday when the
train suddenly came under attack.

Terrorists affiliated with the Baloch Liberation Army (BLA) opened fire and brought the train to a
halt before storming the carriages and taking passengers hostage. For more than 24 hours,
Pakistan’s security forces were locked in a tense standoff with the terrorists in one of the most
brazen attacks the country has ever witnessed.

The standoff finally ended on Wednesday night, with the military’s media wing saying that all the
hostages had been rescued while 33 terrorists involved in the attack were killed. At least 21
passengers were killed before the clearance operation began while four FC personnel were
martyred, according to Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) Director General Lt Gen Ahmed Sharif
Chaudhry.

But this is no isolated incident. In recent weeks, Pakistan has faced a surge in terrorism, ranging
from suicide bombings and targeted assassinations to complex assaults on military bases and
mosques. The escalating insurgency has exposed the state’s weakening grip over its restive
provinces of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan, as both terrorists and separatist groups grow
bolder.

The Global Terrorism Index (GTI) 2025 now ranks Pakistan as the world’s second most terrorism-
affected country, after Burkina Faso — an unfamiliar name to many Pakistanis. According to the
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report, terrorism-related deaths surged by 45 per cent in 2024 to 1,081, while attacks more than
doubled from 517 to 1,099.

This worsening security crisis stems from a complex concoction of domestic, regional, and global
factors. Domestically, outlawed groups such as the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and separatist
outfits such as the BLA have intensified their campaigns, exploiting the nation’s deepening
economic instability and political turmoil following the ouster of former premier Imran Khan in
2022.

Regionally, the fall of Kabul in 2021 and the subsequent return of the Taliban to Afghanistan have
emboldened terror outfits, including the TTP, while also fueling violence from the Islamic State
Khorasan Province (ISKP).

At the same time, Pakistan’s growing alliance with China has strained its relations with the US,

leading to a decline in American support.

With terror networks expanding and state authority eroding, Pakistan’s security challenges are
reaching a breaking point. The question now is whether the government can reclaim control or will

the insurgency further spiral out of hand.

Growing terrorism threat

Even before the Jaffar Express hijacking, Pakistan has witnessed near-daily terror attacks in
Balochistan and KP in recent weeks, with several incidents standing out due to their scale,

sophistication, and lethality.

On March 4, two suicide bombers affiliated with the Hafiz Gul Bahadur group, a North Waziristan-
based terror outfit, drove vehicles packed with explosives into a military base in KP’s Bannu district.
The attackers subsequently stormed the compound, resulting in at least 18 deaths, including five

soldiers, and numerous injuries.

A day earlier, on March 3, a female suicide bomber sent by the BLA targeted a security forces’
convoy in Balochistan’s Kalat, leading to the death a paramilitary soldier and injuring four others.

Before that, the Baloch Raji Aajoi Sangar (BRAS), an umbrella grouping of Baloch insurgent
organisations, announced plans to “intensify the blockade on all important highways of
Balochistan to disrupt the logistical, economic, and military interests of the state”.

Last month, a suicide bombing targeted a mosque within the Darul Uloom Haggania seminary in
KP’s Nowshera district, an institution historically linked to the Taliban leadership in Afghanistan.
The attack killed six worshippers, including the seminary’s vice principal and former senator
Maulana Hamidul Haqg. No group has officially claimed responsibility, but security analysts and
officials believe ISKP was behind the bombing.

On February 19, Baloch terrorists killed seven labourers hailing from Punjab aboard a bus en route
Lahore. Two days before that, an affiliate of the Hafiz Gul Bahadur group claimed responsibility for
the killing of a police officer in Karachi’s Manghopir area.
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These are some of the major terror incidents that made headlines in the last month alone. In
addition to these are also the smaller and mid-level attacks that have been carried out by various

terrorist groups across the country.

This, experts highlight, speaks of a critical trend: the attacks reflect the evolving tactics of terror

outfits, their growing brazenness, and their increasing operational capabilities.
Religiously inspired militancy

Religiously inspired militancy in Pakistan is not a new phenomenon. It is part of a broader global
trend, with roots lying in the country’s role in the US-led War on Terror following the 2001 invasion
of Afghanistan. Groups such as the TTP, the Hafiz Gul Bahadur group, and Lashkar-i-Islam emerged
as key players in the conflict, capitalising on instability and using Pakistan’s tribal areas as a

battleground for violent extremism.

For a time, these groups suffered major setbacks due to Pakistan’s counterterrorism operations,
US drone strikes, and internal divisions. The 2014 Operation Zarb-i-Azb proved particularly effective
in dismantling terrorist strongholds in North Waziristan, significantly weakening the TTP’s
operational capacity.

“It was a costly operation, both financially and in human terms. Thousands were killed, millions
displaced from their homes, and thousands of houses were destroyed during the military

offensive,” said Lehaz Ali, a Peshawar-based journalist who covered the operation extensively.

However, the situation took a dramatic turn after the Taliban’s return to power in Afghanistan in
August 2021, which emboldened terrorist factions and provided them with logistical and
ideological support.

According to the GTI 2025, the TTP has now emerged as “Pakistan’s primary security challenge”
and is ranked as the third deadliest terrorist group globally. The report states that the TTP was
responsible for 558 deaths in 2024, marking a 9opc increase compared to the previous year.

A concerning trend highlighted in the report is the TTP’s strategic focus on attacking police forces,
which accounted for 51pc of its total attacks in 2024. Experts suggest that by targeting police
personnel instead of military units, the TTP aims to undermine local governance while avoiding

direct confrontation with better-equipped military forces.

Meanwhile, the ISKP has also solidified its position as one of the world’s most dangerous terror
groups, ranking among the top 10 global terrorist organisations in the GTI report. Comprising
terrorists from Pakistan and Afghanistan, the ISKP has been responsible for several high-profile
bombings in Pakistan, particularly targeting religious sites and security forces.

The Baloch insurgency

Baloch separatist groups, particularly the BLA and Baloch Liberation Front (BLF), have significantly
escalated their insurgency in 2024, targeting Pakistani security forces, infrastructure, and foreign
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investments. Their operations have intensified, with attacks surging from 116 in 2023 to 504 in 2024,
while deaths quadrupling from 88 to 388, according to the terrorism index.

The deadliest attack of 2024 was a BLA-orchestrated suicide bombing at Quetta railway station in
November, which killed at least 25 civilians and security personnel. This attack underscored the
BLA’s growing operational capacity and its ability to carry out high-profile, high-casualty assaults.
Due to the rise in fatalities caused by its attacks, the BLA too has secured a position among the 10
deadliest terrorist organisations globally, according to the terrorism index.

In recent years, separatist groups have increasingly targeted Chinese nationals and projects under
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), viewing them as symbols of economic
marginalisation. Attacks on Chinese engineers, consulates, and CPEC infrastructure reflect the
BLA’s strategic aim to disrupt foreign investments and draw global attention to their cause, the
GTI observed.

Over time, the BLA has also been able to enhance its propaganda through its media outlet ‘Hakkal’.
The terror outfit has come a long way from producing low-quality videos to now producing
documentary-style, high-quality videos, which was also seen in the recent train hijacking.

“From 2018 t0 2024, the BLA has released 89 propaganda videos and several publications. Around
41 per cent of these propaganda videos were related to combat actions. Such videos are effectively
utilised to motivate more recruits,” said Fahad Nabeel, who leads the Islamabad-based research
consultancy, Geopolitical Insights.

In recent months, the BLA has also started producing videos with both Urdu and English subtitles
to reach a broader audience. “The militant group primarily employs five propaganda appeals —
plain folks, bandwagon, card stacking, name calling, and glittering generalities — in its propaganda
videos. The BLA also takes advantage of pro-separatist digital media outlets, which help further
disseminate pro-BLA narratives in cyberspace,” said Nabeel.

The attack on the Jaffar Express and the mass hostage-taking also highlight a shift in Baloch terror
tactics, with insurgents adopting more sophisticated and aggressive strategies aimed at paralysing
state infrastructure. Due to frequent terrorist ambushes, where passengers were identified and
killed after being taken off buses, and road blockages caused by protests, many people had started

preferring train travel over road transport.

Train services had only resumed in October after a two-month suspension following the BLA’s
attacks on railway tracks in the province.

Muhammad Amir Rana, director of the Pak Institute for Peace Studies, an Islamabad-based think
tank, said that the recent surge in BLA attacks in regions such as Barkhan, Sibi, and Harnai suggests
that these terror outfits are now shifting their focus to central and eastern Balochistan for their

subversive activities.

“Until recently, it was widely believed that security operations in Kohlu, Barkhan, Sibi, and adjacent
areas — traditionally influenced by tribal chieftains — had weakened the insurgency, pushing it
toward the Makran region and its neighbouring districts. This shift was attributed to a change in
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the BLA’s leadership, from tribal chieftains to middle-class student leaders,” Rana explained in his

recent vlog.

“However, the BLA’s resurgence in these regions, including some districts with a significant
Pakhtun population, has raised new questions,” he added. He further noted that these districts
hold strategic importance due to their proximity to South Punjab and northern Sindh. The recent
BLA attacks in these areas suggest that the insurgent group is identifying new locations and
expanding its operational footprint across the province.

The state’s response

As Pakistan grapples with a resurgent wave of militancy, security analysts warn that the rising
threats from Islamist extremists and separatist insurgents present a complex security challenge
that cannot be addressed through military action alone. They argue that a comprehensive
counterterrorism strategy, integrating political, economic, and law enforcement measures, is

crucial to restoring stability.

“The threat spectrum that Pakistan currently faces is multi-faceted,” said Nabeel. Religious
terrorist groups, particularly the TTP, have been benefiting from the patronage they receive in
Afghanistan under the Afghan Taliban to launch cross-border attacks in Pakistan, he added. “The
threat of ISKP also persists.”

Despite launching several military campaigns over the years — including operations Zarb-i-Azb and
Raddul Fasaad —the state has struggled to fully neutralise terror networks. The challenge, experts
point out, lies not in military capacity but in political and institutional shortcomings that continue

to impede counterterrorism efforts.

Officials and analysts point to a range of structural issues that have hampered progress — political
instability and weak governance that have prevented a cohesive national security strategy, a lack
of consensus among political parties and civil society groups resulting in delayed critical policy
decisions, dwindling public support for counterterrorism operations due to human rights concerns,
civilian casualties and large-scale displacement, severe economic constraints that limit resources
for security forces and infrastructure, reduced US assistance especially after its withdrawal from
Afghanistan which has weakened Pakistan’s intelligence-sharing capabilities and resurgent
terrorist groups emboldened by Taliban-ruled Afghanistan that provide ideological and logistical
support to factions like the TTP.

A key initiative to counter terrorism, the National Action Plan (NAP), was introduced in 2014
following the Army Public School massacre — in which over 140 people, mostly children, were
killed. The plan laid out a 20-point agenda focusing on a crackdown on terrorist networks,

propaganda control, law enforcement reforms, and others.

However, nearly a decade later, experts argue that terrorism has not only survived but evolved
into a more sophisticated and entrenched threat. The failure to implement NAP in full, coupled
with Pakistan’s worsening political and economic crisis, has allowed terror groups to regroup and
expand their influence.
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Nabeel added that the recent announcement of the formation of the ‘Baloch Nationalist Army’ by
BRAS and the BLA’s enhanced operational capabilities showcase the fact that the ongoing ethno-
nationalist insurgency in Balochistan can further undermine Pakistan’s security apparatus. The
primary focus of targeting security personnel and state bureaucracy has also facilitated these
terror groups in exploiting local grievances and discontent observed among a sizeable population
in Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to their advantage, he added.

With both the TTP and Baloch separatist groups escalating their attacks, analysts stress the need
for a holistic approach — one that strengthens governance, fosters political unity, invests in socio-
economic development, and enhances regional diplomacy. Without these long-term measures,

they warn, Pakistan risks further destabilisation and prolonged terrorist insurgency.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 13, 2025
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10 terrorists killed as security forces thwart
attack on checkpost in KP’s Jandola

Security forces killed 10 terrorists who attempted to attack a checkpost in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
Jandola area, according to the military’s media wing. A statement from the Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) said the attempt occurred in the Jandola area situated “on the seam of South
Waziristan and Tank districts”. It added that the attempt to enter the checkpost was “effectively
thwarted” by troops, forcing the terrorists to ram an explosive-laden vehicle into the perimeter

wall.

The ISPR said security forces “fought bravely, effectively engaged the assailant and after an
intense fire exchange”, all 10 terrorists, including a suicide bomber, were “sent to hell”, outside
the post’s perimeter wall. It added that a sanitisation operation was being conducted to eliminate
any other terrorists found in the area. “Security forces of Pakistan are determined to wipe out the
menace of terrorism from the country,” the ISPR said. Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi paid tribute
to security forces for repelling the attack.

“I salute the security forces for foiling the attack,” he said and commended them for bringing 10
terrorists to “an exemplary end”. “The nation is proud of the professional capabilities of the
security forces and stands by them” in their efforts to eliminate terrorists, Naqvi added. Last week,
security personnel killed three terrorists in an intelligence-based operation in KP’s Tank district.

Earlier this month, 16 terrorists were killed while five soldiers were martyred as security forces

responded to a terrorist attack on the Bannu Cantonment in KP’s namesake district.

Te-r-rorists had rammed two exp-losives-laden vehicles into the perimeter of the Bannu
Cantonment in an attempt to enter the high-security zone. Thirteen civilians lost their lives, while
another 32 were injured as a result of a mosque and a residential building suffering “severe

destruction” due to the suicide blasts, causing the perimeter wall to partially collapse.

February saw a marginal increase in terrorist attacks but a sharp surge in civilian casualties,
according to a report published by the Islamabad-based think tank, Pakistan Institute for Conflict
and Security Studies (PICSS).

According to PICSS, the country witnessed 79 terrorist attacks last month, resulting in the deaths
of 55 civilians and 47 security personnel, while 45 civilians and 81 security personnel were injured.
Security forces, meanwhile, intensified counter-terrorism operations, eliminating 156 terrorists,
injuring 20, and arresting 66, it said.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 13, 2025
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KP braves over half a dozen terrorist attacks

. Nine terrorists killed, two troops martyred in Mohmand, D.l. Khan operations, says ISPR
. Lakki police repulse assaults, gun down militant; Bannu police fend off ambushes

. Police van targeted in Bajaur bazaar, several injured

. Lashkar-i-Islam founder killed in Peshawar blast

PESHAWAR | LAKKI MARWAT [ BAJAUR: Two soldiers were martyred while nine terrorists were

killed in two engagements in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the military’s media wing said.

On the other hand, terrorists in Lakki Marwat and Bannu districts targeted police in over half a
dozen attacks, which were repulsed by the policemen with the help of armed villagers, who
assisted the law enforcers in both districts.

According to a statement from the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), the engagements, in

which nine militants were killed, occurred on Friday and Saturday.

In the first encounter, security forces carried out an intelligence-based ope-r-a-tion in the
Mohmand district during which seven terrorists were killed after troops “effectively enga-ged”
them at their location.

However, the ISPR added that Malakand district’s Havildar Muhammad Zahid, 37, and Chitral
district’s Sepoy Aftab Ali Shah, 26, “rendered the ultimate sacrifice” and were martyred during the
intense exchange of fire after “having fought gallantly”.

In another encounter that took place in Maddi, Dera Ismail Khan district, troops exch-a-nged fire
with terrorists, killing two of them. The ISPR said that weapons and amm-unition were recovered

from the slain terrorists, who were involved in num-erous terrorist activities.

The ISPR said sanitisation operations were being conducted to eliminate any other terrorists found
in the area. “Security forces of Pakistan are determined to wipe out the menace of terrorism from
the country,” it concluded.

Police repulse attacks

Police in Lakki Marwat and Bannu districts repulsed several attacks by terrorists.

“A police post located in Abbasa Khattak area of the Kurrum Par belt, Lakki Marwat district, came
under attack at about 8:30am on Saturday,” said a police official, adding that militants used heavy
weapons in an attempt to take over the building. The ambush was repulsed as the policemen
responded effectively.
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The official said that the district police officer led reinforcements from the police lines to the trans-
river area, adding that armoured personnel carriers, the Quick Response Force (QRF), and
policemen from the nearby police stations were also dispatched to the mountainous terrain to
hunt down the assailants. He said that armed villagers also came out of their houses to assist the

police. One militant was killed in the shootout.
By the time this report went to press, the operation had been ongoing.

In the same area, a police vehicle was targeted with an improvised explosive device (IED) near

Wanda Begu Khan in the limits of Dadiwala police station.

Officials said the driver was injured and other pol-icemen remained unhurt. “The injured driver was
immediately transported to the Tehsil Headquarters Hospital in Serai Nau-rang,” he maintained. A

Rescue 1122 official, however, said three policemen were injured in the explosion.

Similarly, police thwa-rted attempts to breach police stations in the Dadiwala and Dara Pezu areas
of Lakki Marwat. The militants launched midnight attacks on both police stations using light and

heavy weapons.

Bannu ambushes

Like Lakki Marwat, the Bannu district police also fended off militants on Friday night, as two police
stations and a police post were stormed. A police official said that the militants hurled hand

grenades at the police station in Ghoriwala and a police post in Khujari.

He said that assailants also opened fire on the police station in the Bakkakhel area, adding that the
ambush, followed by other attacks, was repulsed. “In Khujari area, local armed residents helped
the police foil the attack and forced the terrorists to flee,” he added.

Bajaur explosion

In Bajaur, a police official was among four people injured in an attack targeting the SHO in Inayat
Kallay bazaar. Rescue 1122 and police said the incident occurred just before Iftar when some
unidentified armed men started firing at the vehicle of Lowi Sam police station SHO Bacha Rahman,

leaving a policeman along with three civilians wounded.

The attack came minutes after SHO Rahman along with his staff reached the bazaar to oversee the
security situation, said Israr Khan, a spokesman for the district police. He identified the wounded
policeman as Havildar Kafayatlah. A senior police official told Dawn that they have launched an
investigation into the incident to determine its motive and trace those involved in it.

Lashkar founder killed

Banned Lashkar-i-Islam founder Mufti Shakir was killed and three people sustained injuries in an

explosion outside his seminary in the Urmar area on the outskirts of Peshawar, on Saturday.

Police said Mufti Shakir, along with three others, was shifted to Lady Reading Hospital (LRH) after
the blast where LRH spokesperson confirmed his demise.
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LI, the banned outfit formed by Mufti Shakir, was taken over by Mangal Bagh after which the
deceased was expelled from the district. He was also expelled from Hangu over sectarian issues.

He later settled in Khyber district.

In Khyber, Mufti Shakir entered into a confrontation with Pir Saifur Rehman, leader of another
group, and the armed clashes between supporters of the two leaders claimed dozens of lives. The

Khyber administration later expelled them.

In March 2006, over 20 persons were killed in an exchange of fire between the followers of both

groups when Mufti Shakir’s supporters cordoned off the house of Pir Rehman’s follower.

Recently, Mufti Shakir surfaced in Urmar area. With almost all his videos, which went viral on social
media, Mufti Shakir took a firm stand against extremism, militancy, and sectarian clashes in Kurram

district.

Anwarullah Khan in Bajaur, Ghulam Mursalin Marwat in Lakki Marwat and Umar Farooq in

Peshawar contributed to this report

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 16, 2025
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No excuse for human trafficking

MUHAMMAD MAJID BASHIR

Undocumented and unregulated migration involving some linkages in Pakistan and trafficking
mafia across Europe connected with a supply chain has caused a continued embarrassing situation
amid capsizing of boats carrying migrants without legal documents. It is high time for Pakistan to
take decisive action by establishing a Special Authority under the federal government dedicated to
curbing human trafficking. This move is essential to break the cycle of impunity enjoyed by
traffickers and to dismantle their networks. The authority must operate independently, free from
political and bureaucratic interference, with the power to investigate, prosecute and dismantle
trafficking networks. Officers and personnel should receive specialised training in handling human
trafficking cases, victim support and international cooperation. Adequate resources must be
allocated to ensure effective operations.

The authority should work closely with existing law enforcement agencies, international bodies
and NGOs to create a cohesive strategy against trafficking. Collaboration with international
partners is crucial to address cross-border trafficking and ensure adherence to international
standards. Pakistan must strengthen international coalitions, particularly with neighbouring
countries, to establish a comprehensive security mechanism. The lack of robust legislative,
administrative and prosecutorial responses has not only hampered efforts to combat trafficking
but also damaged Pakistan's international reputation, especially with the EU.

Collaborative efforts with neighbouring countries like Afghanistan and Iran are crucial for
tightening border security. Establishing bilateral and multilateral agreements with neighbouring
countries are needed to facilitate the extradition of traffickers and harmonise anti-trafficking laws
to strengthen legal frameworks. Collaborative investigations and joint task forces can dismantle
trafficking rings that operate across national boundaries. A comprehensive security mechanism
must include an integrated information-sharing system among regional partners. This will enable
real-time data exchange on trafficking trends, suspect profiles and trafficking routes, improving
the responsiveness of law enforcement agencies. The EU has expressed serious concerns over
Pakistan's legislative and administrative measures against human trafficking. While Pakistan has
ratified international conventions, their enforcement remains inconsistent. The absence of
stringent penalties and the slow pace of legislative reforms undermine the country's ability to meet
international standards, eroding trust and cooperation with global partners. One of the major
criticisms from the EU is Pakistan's weak prosecutorial system. Many traffickers escape justice due
to insufficient evidence, prolonged trials and corruption within the judicial system.

The lack of successful prosecutions and accountability has led to doubts about Pakistan's
commitment to eradicating human trafficking, impacting its relations with the EU and its member
states. The EU's reservations have implications for Pakistan's access to favourable trade
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agreements and international aid. A continued failure to address these issues could result in stricter
conditions or penalties, affecting economic and diplomatic ties. Pakistan must expedite the
implementation of comprehensive anti-trafficking laws that align with international conventions.
This includes closing legal loopholes and ensuring strict penalties for traffickers. Training programs
for police, prosecutors, and judicial officers on handling human trafficking cases are essential.
Pakistan should actively engage in regional forums and alliances dedicated to combating human
trafficking. Collaborative efforts with neighboring countries and international bodies like the EU
can foster mutual trust and strengthen Pakistan's ability to address trafficking. Raising awareness
about the dangers of human trafficking and the importance of reporting suspicious activities can
empower communities to participate in anti-trafficking efforts. Public advocacy can also pressure

the government to prioritise reforms and enforcement.

Media plays a pivotal role in shaping public perception and spreading crucial information. A well-
structured media campaign can highlight the dangers of human trafficking, exposing the methods
used by mafias to lure unsuspecting victims. Targeted awareness campaigns in rural and
impoverished areas are essential, as these regions are often the primary recruitment grounds for
traffickers. Collaborating with local leaders, community organisations and schools can help
disseminate information effectively. Workshops, seminars and public gatherings can be used to
teach people about the signs of trafficking and how to seek help.

Implementing and publicising strict punishments for traffickers, including long-term imprisonment
and heavy fines, serves as a powerful deterrent. It sends a clear message that trafficking is a grave
crime with severe consequences. Special fast-track courts could be established to ensure quick and
efficient prosecution of trafficking cases, reducing delays and ensuring justice is served.
Strengthening existing laws and closing loopholes that traffickers exploit are necessary steps.
Ensuring that the legal framework is robust enough to handle the complexities of human

trafficking will enhance prosecution rates.

Human trafficking contributes to lawlessness and undermines the rule of law, creating an unstable
environment that deters foreign investors. International companies are increasingly conscious of
ethical practices and human rights issues, and the presence of trafficking networks tarnishes
Pakistan's image as a safe investment destination. The SIFC, designed to streamline investments
and boost economic growth, relies heavily on a stable and secure environment. Failure to combat
human trafficking threatens the success of such initiatives by signaling governance and security
weaknesses to potential investors. Persistent human trafficking could result in sanctions or
restrictions from international trade partners and organisations, further reducing economic
opportunities. Failure to comply with these obligations could place Pakistan in a non-compliant
state under international law, leading to diplomatic and economic repercussions, including
potential sanctions and loss of trade privileges. Non-compliance with international anti-trafficking
standards damages Pakistan's reputation, affecting its relationships with global partners and
diminishing its influence in international forums. It also undermines the country's ability to

negotiate favourable terms in trade and diplomatic agreements.

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, MARCH 16, 2025
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Three security personnel among 5 martyred
in Noskhi blast
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Five Frontier Corps (FC) personnel were martyred and at least 12 injured when an explosion occurred
near an FC convoy in Noshki on March 16, 2025

A vehicle-borne suicide bomber on Sunday attacked a security forces convoy in Balochistan’s
Noskhi district, leaving three security personnel and two civilians martyred, the military’s media
wing said in a statement.

According to the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), as a result of the attack, “five brave sons
of soil embraced shahadat (martyrdom)”.

The martyred soldiers were identified as Nawabshah district’s Havildar Manzoor Ali, Naseer Abad
district’s Havildar Ali Bilawal and Badin district’s Naik Abdul Raheem.

Bus drivers Jalaluddin from Quetta and Muhammad Naeem from Kharan were also martyred,
according to the ISPR.

“In the ensuing sanitisation operation, the terrorists were pursued and after [an] intense fire
exchange, three terrorists were effectively neutralised by the security forces,” the ISPR said.

The military’s media wing added that sanitisation operations in the area would continue and the
“perpetrators of this heinous and cowardly act will be brought to justice”.
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“Security forces of Pakistan, in step with the nation, remain determined to thwart attempts at
sabotaging peace, stability and progress of Balochistan and such sacrifices of our brave soldiers

and valiant civilians further strengthen our resolve,” the statement concluded.
BLA behind attack: state media

Earlier today, state media reported that three Frontier Corps (FC) personnel were among five lives

lost as the BLA targeted an FC convoy on a highway in Balochistan’s Noshki district.

The banned Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA) emerged as a key perpetrator of terrorist violence
in Pakistan in 2024, as frequency of high-intensity attacks by outlawed groups has been increasing

in the province, according to security reports.

According to PTV News, security forces had cordoned off the area, blocking all escape routes of

terrorists.

527 75
- VL‘/

P ) - ~

) 'l N & Tz

Qe K312 fw S8 e L L,L..*:/' =l ML
* - ra 4 o

s




DIGEST MARCH 2025

Noshki Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) Hashim Momand said more than 30 paramilitary

force members were wounded, Reuters reported.

Earlier, Noshki Station House Officer (SHO) Zafarullah Sumalani had said that five FC personnel

were martyred while at least 12 others were injured in the explosion.

According to SHO Sumalani, evidence from the incident site suggested that a suicide attacker

rammed an explosive-laden vehicle into the FC convoy.

The injured were being shifted to the FC Camp and Noshki Teaching Hospital, where an emergency
had been imposed, the police officer added.

SHO Sumalani feared that the death toll and number of injured would rise since several of the

injured were in critical condition.
‘Height of brutality’
The attack drew condemnations from leaders across the country.

President Asif Ali Zardari and Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif strongly condemned the blast and
expressed their sorrow over the loss of lives.

In their separate statements, they prayed for the high ranks of the departed souls and the early
recovery of those injured.

PM Shehbaz also directed that the wounded be provided with the best possible treatment.
“Such cowardly acts cannot shake our resolve against terrorism,” the prime minister affirmed.

Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi condemned the “blast near a bus on the Noshki-Dalbandin
Highway” and expressed his grief over the loss of five lives.

In a statement posted by his ministry on X, Naqvi expressed his sympathies to the bereaved families
and prayed for the speedy recovery of the injured.

“Targeting innocent people is the height of brutality,” the interior minister said, adding that anti-
state elements were “plotting a heinous conspiracy to create instability” in the country.

Echoing PM Shehbaz’s statement, Naqvi asserted that such cowardly acts could not weaken the

nation’s firm resolve.

Denouncing the attack, Balochistan Chief Minister Sarfraz Bugti vowed strict action against

terrorists.

“Those who play with the peace of Balochistan will be brought to a tragic end,” CM Bugti saidina

press release.

“Cowardly attacks cannot lower our morale,” he said. “There is no place for terrorists in

Balochistan, peace will be established at all costs.”

CM Bugti vowed that all possible steps will be taken to bring the enemies of peace to justice.
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“This war will continue till every last terrorist is eliminated,” the chief minister said, adding that

everyone in Balochistan is indebted to those who shed their blood for this homeland.

The Balochistan government also condemned the attack, spokesperson Shahid Rind said in a

statement.

“Targeting innocent civilians is a brutal act,” the statement said. Rind prayed for the speedy

recovery of the injured and expressed condolences to the families of the deceased.

“Enemy elements are trying to destabilise the country,” the statement said. “The people’s morale

cannot be lowered through terrorism.”
“We stand with the affected families in their hour of grief,” Rind said.
Uptick in terrorism

Militants in Balochistan, previously engaged in a low-level insurgency, have recently intensified
their attacks. The outlawed BLA, in particular, has adopted new tactics to cause higher casualties
and directly target Pakistani security forces.

Last year, the interior ministry noted a “significant rise in terrorism incidents and evolving terrorism
patterns” since the Afghan Taliban seized control of Kabul in August 2021, especially in the Tehreek-
i-Taliban Pakistan’s activities in KP, the Baloch nationalist insurgency in Balochistan, and ethno-

nationalist violence in Sindh.

Today’s incident comes after a cop was martyred last night while six others were wounded in a
blast near a vehicle of Balochistan’s Anti-Terrorist Force (ATF) in Quetta.

It also follows the recent Jaffar Express train hijacking near Balochistan’s Sibi area, in which 26
hostages, including 18 security personnel, lost their lives. Five more security personnel were
martyred during the operation.

Following the attack, the military vowed to take decisive action against terrorists operating in
Balochistan, along with their abettors and facilitators, both inside and outside the country.

Pakistan ranked second in the Global Terrorism Index 2025, with the number of deaths in terrorist
attacks rising by 45 per cent over the past year to 1,081.

Last month, 18 soldiers were martyred while 23 terrorists were killed in various sanitisation

operations in Balochistan within 24 hours, according to the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR).

February saw a marginal increase in terrorist attacks but witnessed a sharp surge in civilian
casualties, according to a report published by the Islamabad-based think tank, Pakistan Institute
for Conflict and Security Studies (Picss).

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 16, 2025
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Two cops martyred in overnight KP attacks
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Police sub-inspector Islam Noor Khan was martyred in an overnight attack on the Tahkt-e-Nasrati
police station in KP’s Karak district on March 16, 2025.

Two policemen were martyred while one security guard lost his life in separate overnight attacks
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Karak and Peshawar districts, officials said.

The development follows a spate of attacks in the province a day ago in Lakki Marwat, Bannu,
Mohmand district and Bajaur.

According to Karak District Police Officer (DPO) Shahbaz Elahi, terrorists attacked two police
stations and a Sui Gas installation overnight. There was a heavy exchange of fire, which resulted in

the martyrdom of two policemen and the death of a private security guard.

DPO Elahi told the media that terrorists attacked with heavy artillery, but Karak police repulsed all
three attacks.

He said that armed men attacked the Khurram and Takht-e-Nasrati police stations, resulting in the
martyrdom of police sub-inspector Islam Noor Khan in the latter assault.

In the Sui Gas installation attack, the assailants were chased but managed to flee in the darkness.
One of them was killed by the police in the chase.

The police also rescued a security guard abducted by the armed militants after an exchange of fire.

“The police demonstrated courage, fought and frustrated big attacks,” DPO Elahi said.
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He added that the situation was now under control and the attackers had fled and retreated to the

mountains when the police retaliated.
The banned Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) claimed responsibility for the attacks in a statement.

The attacker, Kashif alias Jarrar, was wanted by the police for his role in terrorist activities in the

area.

Meanwhile, policeman Nazar Ali was martyred when unidentified terrorists opened fire at the Pajgi

outpost of Michi Gate police station in Peshawar.
Police retaliated to the firing immediately, forcing the attackers to flee.

In the Dabkot village of South Waziristan’s Wana tehsil, a former police officer named Johar was
killed in a shooting by unidentified assailants . The deceased belonged to the Khujal Khel tribe and
had served in the Wana police.

Pakistan has witnessed an uptick in terror activities over the past year, especially in KP and
Balochistan, after the proscribed TTP ended its ceasefire with the government in November 2022.

Earlier this month, an attack on the Bannu Cantonment in the namesake district left five soldiers
martyred while 16 terrorists were killed in the response. Due to the destruction caused by the
blasts, 13 civilians, including six children, lost their lives, while another 32 were injured.

In counterterrorism efforts following the attack, security forces killed three terrorists in the KP’s
Tank district. On Thursday, 10 terrorists who attempted to attack a checkpost in KP’s Jandola area

were eliminated.

Pakistan ranked second in the Global Terrorism Index 2025, with the number of deaths in terrorist
attacks rising by 45 per cent over the past year to 1,081.

February saw a marginal increase in terrorist attacks but witnessed a sharp surge in civilian
casualties, according to a report published by the Islamabad-based think tank, Pakistan Institute
for Conflict and Security Studies (PICSS).

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 16, 2025
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NAP revival

IT is clear that in the midst of a fresh wave of terrorism, particularly after the Jaffar Express
hijacking, the state cannot respond to the crisis using conventional approaches. Both the Baloch
separatist insurgency and the TTP campaign of terror are posing existential threats to the nation,
and if not handled with alacrity and foresight these violent anti-state movements can do much
damage to the country’s integrity. While discussing the details of the Jaffar Express episode last
week, the DG ISPR mentioned that if the 14 points of the revised National Action Plan were focused
on, “terrorism can be eradicated”. The federal minister of state for interior made similar remarks

in the National Assembly.

While the original NAP was formulated in 2014 after the APS Peshawar atrocity, the plan was
revised in 2021, highlighting kinetic and non-kinetic domains of the counterterrorism blueprint.
Where the Baloch insurgency and the TTP campaign are concerned, the kinetic aspects of NAP are
essential, as a state of insecurity is untenable, and all armed groups that threaten peace must be
neutralised. Yet successive governments, including the current set-up, have not done enough to
implement NAP’s non-kinetic measures. These include supporting the reconciliation process in
Balochistan, as well as overseeing reforms in KP’s merged areas, which are hardest hit by the TTP
insurgency. Unless action in the field is complemented with social, economic and political efforts
in the militancy-hit parts of Balochistan and KP, led by the civilian administration, this bloody cycle

of violence will continue.

While addressing the briefing along with the DG ISPR, the Balochistan chief minister, referring to
the Jaffar Express ambush, said it was an act of terrorism, while dismissing the economic and
political grievances behind the violent action. He is only partially right. There is no doubt that the
train hijacking was a terrorist act, as innocent people were targeted. The state must therefore go
after all those involved in this crime. But the fact is that Balochistan’s socioeconomic misery is
undeniable. Parts of the province live in mediaeval poverty, especially compared to urban centres
in other parts of the country. This is despite the fact that the province sits on a treasure of mineral
wealth. It is this deprivation, and the lack of political freedom for genuine Baloch leaders, that the
terrorists exploit. Therefore, the non-kinetic aspects of NAP cannot be ignored in order to establish
a lasting peace. The reconciliation process, involving those ready to give up their arms should be
given a renewed push by political elements from across Pakistan. Certain red lines are in order —
for instance, there can be no compromise on Pakistan’s territorial solidarity and the supremacy of
the Constitution. Within these parameters, an organic political process can bring Balochistan back
from the abyss.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 17, 2025
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Two decades of failure

UMAIR JAVED

STATES will not tolerate secessionist movements. In fact, not tolerating secession is central to how
a state is defined, ie, as an entity that claims legitimate monopoly over violence in a defined
territorial area. Any attempt to redefine that territory will be contested and is usually done so

through violence.

The extent of violence deployed may vary as will any other strategies that may be used to stamp
out secessionist movements. Prof Ahsan Butt’s terrific 2017 book Secession and Security put
forward a useful way of thinking about how states respond to secessionist movements. He argues
that external security implications of a secessionist movement determine a state’s strategy,

guiding whether, and how much, it coerces separatists.

In the context of the recent attack in Balochistan, the Pakistani state is likely going to escalate its
use of violence. The alleged presence of foreign-funded elements in the Baloch secessionist
movement, an important variable that Ahsan’s aforementioned book also talks about, as well as
the threat posed to Chinese interests, can be used as further justification for counterinsurgency
operations. At this point, it seems futile to argue about the use of operations by the state. That
some level of violence will be used is already a given, considering the brazen nature of recent
attacks by BLA. The conversation on Balochistan, instead, would be better served by a frank
discussion of what is likely to work and in service of what objective.

For concerned, thinking people, the concept of territorial integrity is secondary to the material and
cultural well-being of actual humans living within a particular area. If someone says that ‘national
liberation’ is the right path for a population’s well-being, it would not be some unique or
unfathomable declaration. It is perhaps the most conventional and mainstream of all ideas that we
inherit from the 20th century.

At the same time, the cost of any ‘liberation’ is high. Territory is not ceded easily, and one can
plausibly make the argument that the process of seeking it will perpetuate an already lengthy
phase of violence that will further diminish the already bleak odds of material uplift.

If one adopts this position, it leaves us with the more difficult act of trying to develop a solution
for the grievances that put secession on the table in the first place. It is conversations of this type
that the Pakistani state, and those who subscribe to a statist worldview, go at great lengths to
avoid. If the goal of the state is to stamp out secessionism, events from the last two decades would
suggest that whatever strategies have been used are proving to be unsuccessful. The logistics of
militant activity can be explained by foreign backing, but support for it and alienation from the
federation cannot. Those can only be explained by entrenched grievances.
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There is a clear material aspect of these grievances. A look at the multidimensional poverty map of
Pakistan will show that deprivation is highly correlated with geography. A child born in southern
Balochistan has drastically different life chances, on average, compared to a child born in central
Punjab, urban Sindh, or the Peshawar Valley. Similarly, the composition of high-status public sector
employment (such as the CSS or the officer corps), and a range of other materially rewarding
opportunities in the private sector, see reduced representation of individuals born and raised in

the province.

But beyond the material base, it is political deprivation that has made the current problem far more
complex. A simpler way of understanding this is to look at what’s happened to other movements
of the same type in Pakistan.

Ethnonationalist mobilisation has been a key feature of politics in both KP and Sindh. There has
also been the added dimension of Islamist fundamentalist movements in one of the two provinces.
The state has deployed violence and coercion in various forms — comprehensively against the TTP,
and more selectively against ethnonationalist mobilisation. Yet what has allowed some form of
federal stability to re-emerge is the political process.

By allowing a range of representative voices to participate in the electoral process, the maximalist
segments of these movements have been blunted. In KP, nearly three decades of constant
violence exacted a heavy toll on the material well-being of its population. Yet no one can deny that
the PTI’s popularity across the province, and its reflection through the process of winning elections
and forming governments, has curtailed the development of tendencies that could have posed an
even bigger challenge to the federation.

In Sindh today, the canal issue threatens to destabilise federal politics, but the PPP has already
reshaped its posture in a bid to contain it. It remains to be seen if its mediating role between the
centre and the province helps settle the matter. But even this attempt was made possible only by
its presence (and in fact centrality) in national and provincial politics.

Apart from a brief window between 2011 and 2014, the ‘luxury’ of a relatively free political process
has not been afforded to the Baloch population. Parties and leaders operating within the
framework of federal politics are marginalised in favour of those pliant to the establishment. In
many instances, Balochistan’s seats in the Senate and the National Assembly are used not to
provide voice to the province’s problems, but to obtain favourable political outcomes at the
centre. Getting a Senate chairperson of the right type elected, and having a vote of no-confidence

passed, is deemed more important than actual representation.

Widespread apathy towards the federation cannot be beaten or coerced out of a population. If the
state’s response to mounting militancy rests only in violence, the cycle of violence will only
continue. Suggesting this is neither treason, nor an endorsement of secession. It is simply a

recognition of the failure of the status quo that now stretches back two decades.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 17, 2025
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A new direction

WITH the security situation in Balochistan and KP rapidly deteriorating, Pakistan’s civil and military
leadership must come up with a new plan to effectively deal with all aspects of the respective
insurgencies. This will be the main focus of today’s meeting of the parliamentary panel on national
security. The in-camera huddle will feature the prime minister and army chief, all four chief
ministers as well as cabinet members and representatives of political parties.

The threat to national integrity is significant, and this is no time for partisan politics; the state and
its institutions must listen to all shades of opinion in order to formulate a holistic counterterrorism
and peacebuilding policy. While the TTP-led terrorist campaign mostly affecting KP has been
steadily gaining momentum since the Afghan Taliban returned to power in Kabul, the separatist
insurgency piloted by the banned BLA now appears to have large parts of Balochistan firmly in its

grip.

This shocking reality was brought home by last week’s bloody hijacking of the Jaffar Express, and
the subsequent targeting of security men in Noshki. There is a long list of other major and minor
terrorist incidents in the province. When the lawmakers, generals and politicians meet in Islamabad
behind closed doors today, it is these grave threats to national security that will dominate the
agenda.

The easiest course to pursue would be the kinetic response. But while this may temporarily disable
violent actors, it will not address the underlying factors that have provided ideological fuel to these
insurgencies: poverty, underdevelopment, lack of justice and the resultant alienation from the
state. These factors, as highlighted by the non-kinetic dimensions of the National Action Plan, need
equal attention. Of course, securing territory and eliminating threats to peace are prerequisites for
any plan to succeed. But unless the civilian arm of the state complements the kinetic dimension of
CT operations with political efforts and meaningful development work, the gains in the field will be
unsustainable. Moreover, it is essential that all political forces are included in national CT and
peacebuilding efforts. Accusing some parties of being ‘anti-national’ and supporting the militants’
narrative is counterproductive. Helpful critique should be heard with open minds. The present
course of action has failed to bring peace to Balochistan and KP, hence fresh approaches are
required. Having said that, opposition parties should also refrain from scoring political points, and,
instead, bring constructive criticism to the discussion.

The blueprint to contain violence and forge a more peaceful path exists in the shape of NAP. Now,
all stakeholders must display the vision and the will to implement the document’s points,
combining force where required with political reconciliation in order to bring peace to Balochistan,
KP and the rest of Pakistan.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 18, 2025
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Soldier martyred in Dera, militants ‘occupy
abandoned Bannu post

Captain Hasnain Akhtar was martyred during an IBO in Dera Ismail Khan, March 20, 2025.

PESHAWAR: A soldier was martyred and 10 terrorists killed during an operation in Kulachi tehsil of

Dera Ismail Khan district.

Although there was no official word from the military, sources said an intelligence-based operation
was conducted by security forces on the reported presence of militants in the Kiri Malang area.

During an exchange of fire, a member of the security forces embraced martyrdom. The operation
was still ongoing at the time of going to press.

In Bannu, militants reportedly erected their flag on an abandoned police post building, local police

confirmed to Dawn on Thursday.

Picture of a white flag hoisted on the building appeared on social media platforms, police officials
said, adding that it was unclear which group the flag belonged to.

However, the officials added that the police post in the Barganto area, within the jurisdiction of

Ahmadzai police station, was abandoned three months ago.

The presence of militants in the Wazir subdivision was not a secret, as they had attacked police

checkpoints in the past.
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Earlier this year, a police checkpoint in the Bargantoo area came under attack by heavily armed

militants. However, the attack was repu-l-sed by cops posted at the checkpoint.

In November 2024, unknown armed men kidnapped seven policemen during an attack at the

Rocha checkpoint on the border with North Waziristan in the Wazir subdivision.

The cops were later recovered after the police involved local tribal elders to negotiate with

kidnappers and carried out raids at their possible hideouts.

Also on Thursday, police claimed to have repulsed a midnight attack by militants on the Kinger
Bridge police checkpoint in Bannu.

A police official said the cops deployed at the checkpoint “fought bravely and foiled the attack”.

“Though the militant used light and heavy weapons, an effective response by policemen forced
them to flee”, he claimed.

The policemen deployed in the area were fully alert and capable of countering terrorist attacks.

Regional Police Officer (RPO) Imran Shahid, along with District Police Officer Ziauddin Ahmed and
army officers, visited the police checkpoint and lauded the cops for their bravery.

RPO Shahid asked the cops to remain alert on night duty and look out for the movement of
suspected militants.

He issued orders for prompt retaliation in case of any suspected movement.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 21, 2025
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Record number of people died on migration
routes in 2024: UN

An August 20, 2023 picture from the Cyprus Joint Rescue Coordination Centre shows a migrant boat

in the Mediterranen east of the island.

Last year was the deadliest year for migrants, with nearly 9,000 people dying worldwide, the
United Nations said, calling the “tragedy... unacceptable and preventable”.

“At least 8,938 people died on migration routes worldwide in 2024,” the fifth year that numbers
have reached record highs, the UN’s migration agency said.

“The tragedy of the growing number of migrant deaths worldwide is both unacceptable and
preventable,” said Ugochi Daniels, the deputy director of the International Organization for
Migration (IOM).

“Behind every number is a human being, someone for whom the loss is devastating,” Daniels said.

The actual number of migrant deaths and disappearances is likely much higher, as many have gone
undocumented because of the dearth of official sources,” the IOM said. It added that the identities
and other details of the majority of victims were unknown.

Asia, Africa and Europe had record numbers of people dying in 2024 with 2,778, 2,242 and 233
respectively.



DIGEST MARCH 2025

A total of 2,452 people were recorded as dying in the Mediterranean Sea, the main gateway for
those trying to reach Europe, it said.

Final data were not available yet for the Americas but figures so far show at least 1,233 people died.

These included “an unprecedented 341 lives lost in the Caribbean in 2024 and a record 174 deaths
of migrants crossing the Darien” jungle between Colombia and Panama.

The Darien jungle was at one point the main migratory corridor for people trying to reach the
United States.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 21, 2025
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The breeding ground for terror

BY NAVEED HUSSAIN

KARACHI: Pakistan is once again trapped in a relentless vortex of terrorist violence, with attacks
growing more frequent and lethal over the past two years. The country now ranks second on the
Global Terrorism Index (GTI) for 2025, a sharp climb from tenth place in 2022. GTI data shows

terrorist attacks more than doubled in 2024, and fatalities saw a 45% surge.

Two volatile provinces — Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (K-P) and Balochistan — bore the brunt of
terrorism’s resurgence, accounting for 96% of all attacks and casualties. More than half of the
attacks were either attributed to or claimed by the outlawed Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
officially referred to as “Fitna al Khawarij.” The umbrella group was responsible for 52% of all
terrorism-related fatalities as it killed 558 people in 482 attacks — a disturbing 91% increase over the
previous year.
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While the TTP’s campaign of terror was concentrated in K-P, two banned separatist groups — the
Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA) and the Balochistan Liberation Front (BLF) — intensified their
attacks in Balochistan, striking infrastructure, Chinese economic projects, ethnic Punjabi settlers

and travelers, and security convoys and installations. Meanwhile, the reemergence of Islamic State-
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Khorasan (I1S-K) marked another alarming shift in 2024, as the ruthless outfit carried out a string of
brutal assaults across the country, according to the GTI.

Afghan terror landscape

Since the Taliban’s return to power in August 2021, Afghanistan has reclaimed its position as a
dizzying melting pot of conflicting ideologies, drawing an array of militant and terrorist groups.
Despite their varying agendas, these outfits exist in symbiosis, defined by shared resources,

operational coordination, and mutual tactical and logistical support.

According to UN findings, more than two dozen terrorist organisations are currently operating in
Afghanistan, fueling instability in the region and beyond. Among the key players in this complex
militant ecosystem are Islamic State-Khorasan (IS-K), Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), the Hafiz
Gul Bahadur Group (HGB), TTP-Jamaat-ul-Ahrar (JuA), al Qaeda, the East Turkestan Islamic
Movement (ETIM), Lashkar-e-Islam, Hizb-ut-Tahrir, the Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA), its
suicide wing — the Majeed Brigade — the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU), and Tehreek-e-
Jihad Pakistan.

Adding to the complexity, more than half a dozen groups — including TTP, TTP-JuA, HGB, and
Lashkar-e-Islam — have recently set aside their doctrinal differences to stitch together an alliance
of convenience aimed at intensifying attacks in K-P, sources reveal. Surprisingly, al Qaeda and the
llyas Kashmiri Group have also emerged from relative hibernation to join this ideologically
disparate coalition.

Under the new arrangement, Noor Wali Mehsud’s main TTP, backed by Lel and TTP-JuA, is set to
focus on Peshawar Valley, as well as the Khyber, Mohmand, and Bajaur tribal districts, sources say.
The HGB has been assigned Kurram, North and South Waziristan, and all southern districts of K-P.
The llyas Kashmiri Group, al Qaeda, and a faction of IS-K are supposed to support the HGB’s violent
campaign in these areas.

The HGB is said to have played a pivotal role in uniting the disparate groups, especially IS-K and al
Qaeda, despite their deep ideological and doctrinal differences. This alliance could create a potent
security challenge for K-P, which is already grappling with a surge in terrorist activity.

ATTACK TARGETS ESCALATING MILITANCY
IN PAKISTAN 2024 IN PAKISTAN:

TTP Cross-border Attacks:
After regrouping in Afghanistan, TTP has
intensified assaults on Pakistani security forces.

2024 Terrorism Surge:
Pakistan faced 541 terrorist attacks last year.

Jaffar Express Attack:

BLA, which also uses Afghanistan as a
launchpad, hijacked the train on March 11.
Attackers were subsequently neutralised in
Operation Green Bolan.

Akora Khattak Attack:
IS-K suicide bombing at religious seminary killed
JUI-S leader Molana Hamid-ul-Haq.
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The HGB has carried out a series of recent high-profile attacks, including the brazen Bannu Cantt
assault earlier this month, which involved multiple suicide bombers. It was also responsible for a
similar attack on the same garrison last July. The military said the latest assault was orchestrated
and coordinated from Afghanistan in which Afghan nationals were physically involved.

Less than a week later, the banned BLA carried out an unprecedented hijacking of the Peshawar-
bound Jaffar Express passenger train in Bolan district of Balochistan on March 11. Officials say all
evidence and intercepted communication unequivocally confirmed that the deadly siege was
handled from Afghanistan. Some sources claim that the HGB’s Al Hamza Unit of suicide bombers
actively aided and abetted the BLA in this attack. The Al Hamza Unit allegedly receives guidance
from a senior Taliban intelligence official.

For its part, Islamabad has repeatedly flagged the use of Afghan soil by the TTP and other militant
groups for orchestrating attacks inside Pakistan, but the Taliban refuse to acknowledge their
presence. Pakistan’s claim, however, has been endorsed by international agencies. The GTI 2025
report states, “TTP’s safe havens in Afghanistan have allowed the group to recruit, organise, and
carry out assaults on Pakistani territory, contributing to its expanding operational capability.”

In addition, a UN report covering the period from July 1 to Dec 13, 2024, revealed that the Afghan
Taliban continued to provide the TTP with logistical and operational space and financial support,
further bolstering the group’s capacity to sustain its violent campaign in Pakistan.

The report, submitted by the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team to the UN Security
Council, stated that the TTP has also “established new training centres in Kunar, Nangarhar, Khost,
and Paktika provinces” while enhancing recruitment, including from within the Afghan Taliban’s
ranks. The report raises alarm over growing cooperation among Afghanistan-based terrorist
groups, including “provision of suicide bombers and fighters and ideological guidance,' warning
that it could transform the TTP into an ‘extra-regional threat.””

GTI 2025
OVERALL
RESULTS )
MEASURING THE IMPACT |
OF TERRORISM f l- BurkinaFaso 8581 =*
{ 2 @ Pakistan 83 42
30 Syria 8.006 42
l Very high .High U Medium Low Very low Noimpact Not included
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The Taliban’s chief spokesman, Zabihullah Mujahid, dismissed the report, accusing “specific
countries and intelligence circles” within the UN of spreading “false information”.

Terror armory

Not only sanctuaries, the TTP and other groups have also gained access to advanced weaponry
abandoned by the US forces during their chaotic exit from Afghanistan. According to a joint report
by the US Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction (SIGAR) to Congress, an
estimated $7.12 billion worth of US military equipment was left behind when the Taliban seized
power following the collapse of president Ashraf Ghani government in August 2021.

This chest of military equipment - including aircraft, 40,000 vehicles, and 300,000 weapons - has
turned the war-torn country into an armory of transnational militant groups. The presence of these
advanced arms has made these groups more lethal, enabling them to use their safe havens in
Afghanistan’s ungoverned regions as launchpads for terror operations across the region.

Reports suggest that foreign actors, specifically India and Iran, are facilitating the rehabilitation of
leftover US weaponry to empower militant networks for their strategic interests. The militarisation
of Afghanistan and the unchecked flow of modern lethal weapons are undermining Pakistan’s
internal stability, forcing additional military deployments and border security measures at a

massive economic cost.

REPORTED TRANSFERS OF ARMS AND AMMUNITION TO AFGHANISTAN AND  syALL ARMS AMMUNITION AND
ESTIMATES OF ITEMS REMAINING IN AFGHANISTAN AS OF AUGUST 2021 SPECIALTY MUNITIONS

of ¢

GROUND MUNITIONS R ey
40 mm and 73 mm rocket- Rounds of specialty || small arms ammunition
Items 120 mm and 122 81 mm and 82 mm |( 60 mm mortar || propelled or cartridge 23x115 mm and .50 || (such as 9 mm, 5.56
mm mortar rounds mortar rounds rounds grenade rounds calibre ammunition || mm, 7.62 mm)
Quantity exported | 188,000 769,000 249,000 3,768,000 6,895,000 Millions

(2005-21)

Value of exports uUsD89.6 m USD 269.5m UsD383m UsD3.19m

(2005-21)

USD121.7m USD 84.8m

Total (2005-21) 4,974,000 / USD 565.6 million - / USD 41.49 million

by aelid Unspecified 1,537,000 rounds total (~1,167,000
rounds of small arms ammunition)

US President Donald Trump has admitted that Afghanistan has become one of the world’s largest

sellers of military equipment, using American weapons and vehicles left behind by US forces. “You
know that Afghanistan is one of the biggest sellers of military equipment in the world. You know
why? They’re selling the equipment that we left,” Trump said during his first Cabinet meeting of
the new administration in February. “We’re first. They were second or third. Can you believe it?”

Trump listed the scale of the abandoned hardware, saying Afghanistan now has 777,000 rifles and
70,000 armoured trucks and vehicles, comparing it to the largest used car lots in the US. He said
the US should demand the return of its military equipment from Afghanistan. “We left billions —

0



DIGEST MARCH 2025

tens of billions of dollars’ worth of equipment behind. Brand-new trucks,” he said. “You see them
display it every year on their little roadway someplace where they have a road,” he added. “We’re
going to pay them. | think we should get a lot of that equipment back.”

The interim Taliban government has since used the inherited American arsenal not only for
governance but also for projecting its military power, suppressing dissent, and harbouring

militants with transnational agendas.

The foreign violent groups, the TTP in particular, have benefited the most from the US weapons as
they regrouped and rearmed to unleash a renewed terror campaign in Pakistan. Reports suggest
that the Afghanistan-based groups now have easy access to small arms, like M4, M16, and AK-47
rifles, explosives and IEDs for use in suicide bombings and targeted assassinations, rocket-
propelled grenades (RPGs) used in ambushes, drones for surveillance and attacks, and even
armoured vehicles, like US Humvees. Officials say that the TTP, HGB and BLA have increasingly used
these weapons for attacks in Pakistan. Afghan nationals have also physically participated in attacks
as more than two dozen of them have been killed in security operations.

WEAPONS ACCESSORIES
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PEQ-2/15/18
laser aiming
devices
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Compelling evidence

Surprisingly, the Afghan Taliban claim plausible deniability. Their military chief Fasihuddin Fitrat
said late last year that “no one can prove the presence of TTP”” bases in Afghanistan. Instead, he
attempted to shift the blame to Pakistan, accusing Islamabad of using the Taliban as a scapegoat

for its “weaknesses and shortcomings”.

However, growing evidence chips away at the Taliban’s narrative. Of late, the Afghan interim
government acknowledged that they have relocated some TTP terrorists and their families away
from the Pakistan border to the southwestern Afghan province of Ghazni.

But this is just the tip of the iceberg. More incriminating evidence has surfaced. The Taliban’s
intelligence agency, the General Directorate of Intelligence (GDI) - particularly its cells 041, 051 and
063 — has not only been arming and bankrolling but also providing cover to the TTP and al Qaeda’s
313 Brigade as well as East Turkistan Islamic Movement (ETIM).
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Sources say that Pakistan has intercepted communications showing that a GDI letter dated August
2022 demanded protection for ETIM leader Mullah Abdur Rehman, while another communication
revealed a payment of 0.52 million afghanis to slain TTP leader Umar Khalid Khurasani after the fall
of Kabul in 2021. The UN report also reveals that TTP chief Noor Wali Mehsud’s family receives
around $43,000 per month from the Afghan Taliban, which shows the level of financial support for
the terrorist group.

If this is not enough, Taliban’s reclusive supreme leader Sheikh Haibatullah Akhundzada issued a
fatwa in August 2023, against Afghan nationals fighting any so-called jihad outside Afghanistan,
urging them to stay away from “haram acts of terrorism.” This begs the question: if the TTP is not
in Afghanistan as claimed by the Taliban, then what was the need for this fatwa?

The killing of multiple TTP commanders and fighters on Afghan soil deals another blow to the
Taliban’s deniability, making it sound increasingly hollow. Some of key militant commanders killed
on Afghan soil included Abdul Manan, aka Hakimullah, Atiqur Rehman, aka Tipu Gul, Omar Khalid
Khorasani, Mufti Hassan Swati, Hafiz Dawlat Khan Orakzai, Azam Tariq, Sheikh Khalid Hagqgani, Qari
Saifullah Mehsud, Mullah Fazlullah, Sajna Mehsud, aka Mullah Haji Mehsud, Shahidullah Shahid,
Adnan Rashid, and Gul Muhammad. These killings reinforce Pakistan’s claim that the TTP enjoys
safe havens inside Afghanistan. So why do the Taliban persist in denial?

THE TALIBAN'S ROLE IN
FACILITATING A TERRORIST HUB

Under the TalibanAfghanistan remains a global jihadist launchpad, posing a
sustained security threat.

Permissive Ineffective Mutual
Environment measures Benefit
Terrorist Safe Havens: | Anti-Terror Failure: Taliban’s Leverage:
Taliban harbors IS-K grows unchecked Uses foreign fighters
at least 20 groups in northern Afghanistan | to maintain regional
despite international due to Taliban inaction. | influence.
assurances.

Internal Corruption: Terrorist Groups’
Support Enables TTP & alQaeda | Advantage:
Infrastructure: to operate freely Gain safe havens to
Provides logistical despite USdrone plan extraregional
support& recruitment threats. attacks.
channels.
Militant Ecosystem:
Groups like TTP, Al-Qaeda, Haqqganis share training facilities, &operational
expertise.

Tug of war

The Afghan Taliban are far from a monolithic entity. There are two major factions — the Kandharis
and the Haqqganis - jostling for a bigger share in the power pie. Since Kandhar is the Taliban’s
ideological fountainhead and the birthplace of their movement, the Kandharis are hardline
ideologues, while the Hagganis control the fighting machine. Of late, the two factions have been
drifting away from each other amid growing distrust. The schisms became more pronounced after
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the Kandharis started undercutting the Hagganis by minimising their powers in government
ministries. While Sirajuddin Haggani is the interior minister, the Kandharis ensured appointment of
their men as provincial and district police chiefs without consulting the minister in charge. The
Kandharis also made sure that the Torkham and Chaman border crossings with Pakistan, a big
source of revenue, remain under their control. Similarly, the ministries assigned to the Hagganis

also have a significant number of Kandharis in senior positions.

Another bone of contention is the Hagganis’ patronage of transnational militant groups, including
TTP and al Qaeda. Sources say that al Qaeda operates training camps under the Haqqanis
protection. Al Qaeda’s military wing, Katiba Umer Farooq, conducts joint training exercises with
the Haqgqanis. Elite al Qaeda fighters are also involved in sharing military expertise with the
Haqganis’ suicide units. They have even set up joint camps in the Afghan provinces of Paktia, Khost,
and Ghazni to facilitate cross-group recruitment. The Haqqanis also sheltered the TTP and HGB in
an effort to repay the two outfits that had fought alongside them against the US-led foreign forces
during the insurgency. Paradoxically, the Hagqganis and the IS-K, despite being adversaries, also
maintain strategic contacts. Sources indicate that elements within the Hagqganis have mediated
between IS-K and the Taliban in targeting former Afghan government officials. IS-K’s foreign
recruits often travel through the Taliban-controlled checkpoints, indicating some degree of

unofficial facilitation.

These factors aside, the Kandharis and the Hagqganis have divergent viewpoints on several issues
that have been undermining their regime’s efforts for global legitimacy. Interior Minister Sirajuddin
Haqqgani, Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttagqi, his deputy Sher Mohammad Abbas Stanikzai, and
Culture Minister Khairullah Khairkhwa appear to be relatively progressive and pragmatic as they
have been pleading for moderation, especially on issues such as girls’ education and working

women.

However, the Kandharis, especially Mullah Shireen, Mullah Fazil, Mullah Yaqoob, and Mullah
Barader, are regressive ideologues who are least concerned about what the international
community says. Speculation has been rife that tensions between the two factions came to a boil
a few weeks ago when Sirajuddin resigned from the interior ministry and left the country.
However, the Taliban supreme leader asked him to continue because divisions in Taliban ranks
would undermine their regime. The Kandharis fear that if worse comes to worst the transnational

groups would give the Hagganis a huge leverage in Afghan power politics.

The TTP factions have also picked sides in this intra-Afghan struggle for influence. This was laid
bare by the killing of four TTP commanders in the northeastern Afghan province of Kunar in
December 2024. The slain TTP commanders - Rahimullah, aka Shahid Umer Bajauri, Tariq Bajauri,
Adnan Bajauri and Khaksar Bajauris - all belonged to the Bajaur tribal district of Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa. Shahid Bajaur was TTP’s naib ameer for Malakand Division and carried a Rs10 million
bounty. According to sources, the Bajauris suspected the Noor Wali Mehsud-led main TTP for being
behind the deadly attack during a feast.
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REGIONAL
SECURITY
AT RISK:

Recruitment Boost:

Ethnic Tajiks & Uzbeks join
militant ranksas ETIM conducts
extraregional attacks.

Militant Expansion:

Jamaat Ansarullah, Katibat Imam
al-Bukhari & IS-K activity has
increased. IS-K's extraregional attack
capability continues to expand.

Border Infiltrations:
Led to clashes at Tajikistan &

Moscow Concert Hall Attack:
IS-K mass shooting& firebombing
killed 140+ people in March 2024.

Shiraz & Kerman Bombings
(Jan 2024):

IS-K attacked a major religious
site in Shiraz, Iranin Jan

2024. Twin blasts killed 90+

at QasemSoleimani's death
anniversary event in Kerman the
same month

Foiled Terrorist Plots:
Central Asian security forces have

Uzbekistan borders. disrupted multiple IS-K cells.

Taliban’s reluctance

Strategists from Pakistan had expected that, once back in power, the Taliban would move to
assuage Islamabad’s security concerns by cracking down on militant groups operating from
Afghan soil. However, the Taliban remain hesitant, cloaking their inaction in plausible deniability.

The question is, why? The answer, it seems, lies in a tangle of shifting dynamics.

First, the Taliban and the TTP are cut from the same cloth; they are two sides of the same coin,
with the TTP chief having already pledged allegiance to Mullah Hibatullah Akhundzada. This
ideological affinity makes them natural allies in the pursuit of their broader transnational agenda.

Second, the Taliban had received huge support from the TTP during their insurgency against the
US-led foreign forces in Afghanistan. Now, the Taliban, being the rulers of Afghanistan, feel
obligated to reciprocate by providing them sanctuaries.

Third, the Taliban are hamstrung by resource constraints to launch a decisive action against the
well-entrenched groups as they are focused on more pressing challenges of strengthening their
nascent regime and addressing a complex array of domestic challenges.

Fourth, the Taliban have accommodated different factions in an effort to maintain internal
cohesion. Some of these factions have sympathetic views towards anti-Pakistan groups, such as
TTP and BLA. The Taliban fear that any action against these groups could imperil their unity, leading
to fragmentation and divisions.

Fifth, the transnational groups are well entrenched and well manned. The Taliban fear that any
action could push them, especially al Qaeda, TTP, TTP-JuA, IS-K, and Northern Front, to create a
lethal challenge to their fledgling regime akin to the recent successful uprising against the Bashar
Al Assad regime in Syria. And lastly, the Taliban may be harbouring anti-Pakistan groups as strategic
leverage over Islamabad, viewing them as bargaining chip in future diplomatic dealings with its
neighbour.

Empirical data confirms that there has been a significant increase in terrorist attacks in Pakistan
since the recapture of Kabul by the Taliban. It also confirms that much of this violence has been
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perpetrated by the TTP, HGB, and BLA. And there’s consistent evidence that these groups operate

from their bases in Afghanistan in an “environment of permissibility” created by the Taliban.

Ideological affinity, reciprocal compulsion, internal political and security dynamics, or strategic
interests, whatever may be the motivation behind their plausible deniability, Kabul’s Taliban rulers
need to realise that they cannot sweep growing evidence under the rug. They have to act against
the anti-Pakistan and other transnational groups operating from Afghan soil and threatening the
security of neighbours. In the meantime, Pakistan should also rally the regional states, particularly
Iran, China, Russia, Central Asian Republics, and Gulf states, to pile diplomatic pressure on the
Taliban regime pushing them to fulfill the commitments they had made in the Doha Accord. Failure
to do so onthe part of regional players could have broader strategic implications given the regional
and extraregional ambitions of these transnational groups.

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, MARCH 23, 2025
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Unsafe passages

WRETCHED social conditions add an extra layer of cruelty to ordinary lives. The UN’s migration
agency says that “at least 8,938 people died on migration routes worldwide in 2024”, making it the
fifth year that numbers hit record highs and the deadliest one for migrants — almost 9,000 lives
lost globally in preventable tragedies. The statistics are, in all likelihood, much higher as scores of
deaths and disappearances remain undocumented. The fatalities were highest for Asia, Africa and
Europe in 2024: 2,778, 2,242, and 233 respectively”, with 2,452 people perishing in the waters of
the Mediterranean, a prime passage to Europe for the desperate. In Pakistan, a national crackdown
was announced following the Greek boat tragedy last year, but a few arrests and dismissals was
all it took for the government’s fury to fade. These actions were cosmetic at best because the
central challenge lies in fighting a deep-rooted culture of corruption and impunity, which permits

trafficking networks to operate freely; they keep official palms greased to evade justice.

Subsisting on a bare minimum of resources in times when the average person’s standard of living
has fallen significantly, migrants, often poor and marginalised, are easily deceived about the perils
these journeys entail. In the quest for a better life, they face abuse and are packed like sardines
into unhygienic quarters as they pass through countries that flout international humanitarian laws
by shirking all responsibility; even their law-enforcement does not protect them. To alter the gaze
on migrants, the narrative has to change: they are victims and not offenders. While recent cases of
human traders manipulating air routes to hold migrants for ransom highlight the growth in their
range of methods,joblessness, the absence of education and poverty create a sense that happiness
and stability can be found in another land. The battle is to ensure that these emotions are solely
for home.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 24, 2025
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Unforced error

THE state is understandably keen on neutralising the threat posed by various militant and terrorist
outfits, but it must be careful that it does not end up antagonising the civilian population in the
process.

As the situation in Balochistan slowly spirals out of control, there is a need to realise that years of
bad policies have led to the recent security failures in the province. Blunt tools like lawfare and
police brutality cannot address the province’s myriad challenges.

In his March 23 speech, President Asif Ali Zardari noted that the objective behind the creation of
Pakistan was to establish a welfare state based on the principles of equality, justice and the rule of
law. It is these principles that must be evident as the state strategises how it must defeat those
who do not believe in the idea of Pakistan.

Unfortunately, recent actions show that the authorities are far from the right track. The decision
to arrest and book Dr Mahrang Baloch, chief organiser of the Baloch Yakjehti Committee, along
with 150 others on serious charges is unreasonable and will only stoke further trouble.

The BYC has now become a provincial phenomenon because its message of nonviolent but
persistent protest has resonated well among ordinary people tired of state excesses. The
movement has been led by women in a province where women have traditionally been confined
to very limited spaces in society. This is quite extraordinary and should have been taken seriously
from the start as a sign of the Baloch people’s commitment to fighting for their rights without

resorting to violent means.

Instead, the state continued to treat the BYC with contempt, and it has now charged its leadership
with terrorism, murder, incitement to rebellion and promoting racial hatred, among other things,

over one admittedly ill-advised protest.

From the Baloch perspective, does this not reinforce the perception that no matter what they do,
they will be treated as antagonists by the state? Does this not play right into the hands of those
who want to see Balochistan isolated, and its people alienated from the rest of the country?

The state must not push ordinary citizens away with its excesses. It must not let terrorists provoke
it into making bigger mistakes. The fight against militancy needs to be won in hearts and minds as

well.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 25, 2025
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KP action plan to give civilian agencies lead
role in counterterrorism efforts

KP Chief Minister Ali Amin Khan Gandapur presides over a meeting where the KP government

unveiled an 84-point Provincial Action Plan against terrorism, in Peshawar on March 26, 2025.

. Envisions new recruitments, training, procurement of modern weapons

. Database of terrorists, facilitators to be established

PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government unveiled an 84-point Provincial Action Plan
against terrorism, assigning a lead role to the civil administration and law enforcement agencies in

counterterrorism efforts.

The decision was finalised during a meeting chaired by KP Chief Minister Ali Amin Khan Gandapur.
Sources said that the shift towards a civilian-led counterterrorism approach follows
recommendations from the military, which seeks to redeploy personnel to other security hotspots.

The action plan is structured around seven key pillars, including counterterrorism measures,
political and social initiatives, legal reforms, good governance, general administrative measures,

monitoring, and public awareness campaigns.
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“It outlines 84 specific actions across 18 thematic areas, assigning responsibilities to relevant
provincial departments and federal agencies with defined timelines,” said a statement from the

office of the press secretary to the KP chief minister.

The statement said the action plan includes strengthening the state’s authority, restoring public
confidence in the system through visible action against terrorists, continuation of kinetic
operations against terrorists, strict enforcement of counterterrorism laws, improving public

service delivery and incorporating community input in security and development matters.

Under the action plan, a comprehensive database of terrorists and their facilitators will be
established, regular updates to Schedule IV and strict surveillance of individuals on the list and
monthly reviews of bounty cases on wanted terrorists will be carried out. Strict disciplinary action

will be taken against government employees found facilitating the terrorists.

“Fast-track capacity enhancement of police and the Counter-Terrorism Department (CTD),
including new recruitments, training and procurement of modern weapons and equipment, is also
part of the action plan,” the statement said. “Priority projects for police infrastructure in southern
and merged districts will be included in the Annual Development Programme.”

The action plan also emphasises the formulation of a policy to counter cross-border terrorism.
“Furthermore, after the approval of Terms of Reference (TORs) by the federal government, a
provincial delegation will engage with Afghan tribal elders for negotiations,” it said.

The federal government will also be urged to enhance diplomatic engagement with Afghanistan.

A centralised intelligence collection and sharing system will be developed, integrating local
intelligence databases with provincial and federal agencies. Regular meetings of Apex Committee,
Steering Committee, and Intelligence Coordination Committees at the divisional and district levels.
Public Liaison Committees at police station levels will be constituted to enhance community
oversight of security threats.

Action will be taken against illegal spectrum being used as funding sources for terrorism activities
including smuggling of narcotics and weapons, etc. To curb smuggling of illegal items, advanced
scanners and Al-based monitoring systems at transit points will be installed.

Similarly, profiling of non-custom-paid (NCP) vehicles will be completed by Aug 1, 2025, with GPS

tracking for their movements.

Moreover, audit of madressahs receiving foreign funding will be carried out to ensure
transparency.

Similarly, digital tracking of chemical substances used in explosives, blockchain-based monitoring
of explosive material transportation, collaboration with Nadra for oversight of explosive dealers,
upgrading of arms licensing software to regulate weapons sales, electronic cargo tracking system
for smuggled goods and joint checkpoints at key smuggling routes are some of the main points of

implementation.



DIGEST MARCH 2025

Under the socioeconomic domain, key measures to be taken under the action plan include job
creation and alternative livelihoods for youth in terrorism-affected areas, skill development and
vocational training to integrate youth into industries, District Economic Plans for merged districts,
accelerating economic zone development, and promotion of high-value alternate cash crops in

merged districts with financial incentives for farmers.

The action plan also features resettlement plans for temporarily displaced populations of merged

areas ensuring basic amenities in their hometowns.

“Legal reforms for effective counterterrorism include the strengthening of legal framework by
reviving the Preventive Magistracy System, formulation of a coordinated system between police,
judiciary, and district administration, strengthening the Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR)
mechanism, enactment of the KP Enforcement and Regulation Act, reforms in the criminal justice
system, including special trials for terrorists in anti-terrorism courts, increasing prosecution staff in
”

anti-terrorism courts as needed, and establishment of faceless courts for security-sensitive trials,
the statement said.

As another important pillar of the action plan, public awareness and communication strategy is to
be developed for counter narrative and inform and educate the citizens about government efforts

in counterterrorism and development initiatives.

Regular security reviews at the district level to assess risks and propose countermeasures,
developing political consensus on counterterrorism strategies and security measures are also the

key features of the action plan.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 26, 2025
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Several killed, vehicles torched in
Balochistan

QUETTA: Armed men blocked the main highway in Gwadar district, killing at least five people and
torching a number of heavy vehicles loaded with goods from the port.

Highway Police SSP Hafeez Baloch told Dawn that five people were killed by armed men who
blocked the highway. He also confirmed that three long-body trailers, carrying urea for Afghanistan
from Gwadar port were set on fire in the Tajaban area.

According to SSP Baloch, roads were also blocked in Turbat, Panjgur and Pasni. Levies officials said
roadblocks were also witnessed in the Bolan, Kolpur and Mastung areas. Levies personnel said one
of their vehicles was also set on fire in the Mastung area.

Security forces had moved towards the area where militants had blocked highways and operations
to clear the roads were underway at the time of going to press.

Separately, officials told Dawn that four people were killed in the Kalmat area, between Pasni and
Ormara, after being offloaded from the Karachi-bound passenger bus.

“Armed men killed four passengers after checking their ID cards and took away three others,” an
official of the local administration said, adding that four belonged to Punjab.

There were also late-night reports about an attack on a security forces post in Turbat. Heavy
exchange of fire and explosions were heard in Turbat town, but there was no official confirmation
of the incident.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 27, 2025
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Women’s rights

PAKISTAN’S legal system has issued some important rulings in recent days concerning women,
which deserve more discussion and debate on mainstream media. For example, in what can be
seen as a strong affirmation of gender equality, a two-judge bench of the Supreme Court held last
week that a woman’s legal rights cannot be tied to her marital status. The court’s observations —
that a woman’s legal rights, personhood and autonomy are neither erased by marriage nor should
they depend on it, and to assume that a married woman is financially dependent on her husband
“is legally untenable, religiously unfounded and contrary to the egalitarian spirit of the Islamic law”
— may seem like common sense, but they challenge patriarchal attitudes that are not often
discussed and which passively undermine women’s autonomy in everyday life. In particular, the
court’s observation that excluding married daughters from entitlement to job quotas usually
reserved for compassionate causes “reveals a deeper structural flaw grounded in patriarchal
assumptions about a woman’s identity and her role within the legal and economic order” cuts right

to the heart of this problem.

The ruling has followed on the heels of another verdict issued some days earlier by the Federal
Shariat Court, in which the FSC condemned customs that deprive women of their inheritance as
‘unlawful’ and directed provincial authorities to initiate criminal proceedings against those who
perpetuate such practices ‘as a moral obligation’. But though both courts have reaffirmed that

women’s rights are non-negotiable, has society at large also received this important message?

Patriarchal attitudes are often so entrenched that they colour individuals’ judgement about what
is right and wrong without them realising it. It would be quite helpful, therefore, if judgements
such as these, and others which directly impact women’s rights, were to be given more airtime in
the media. Doing so could help empower more women to identify situations in which they are
being wronged and encourage them to seek their rights through the law if necessary. The courts
alone cannot change society, but if the message they are sending is heard by all, it could trigger
positive change.

SOURCE: DAWN, MARCH 31, 2025



