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Analysis: Stern penalty, no victim liability
proposed to curb human smuggling

ABDUL MOIZ MALIK
* Amendments to two bills to stem illegal exodus awaiting Senate nod
¢ Organised beggary made criminal offence on request of Gulf countries

e Experts say harsher sentences ineffective without reforms in monitoring, prosecution

mechanisms

On February 17, five bills were passed by the National Assembly without any debate on the floor.
Two of these bills pertained to a pressing humanitarian, legal and diplomatic crisis facing Pakistan

— human trafficking and smuggling.

More than a month later, the Prevention of Traffi-cking in Persons (Amend-ment) Bill, 2025 and the
Prevention of Smu-ggling of Migrants (Ame-nd-ment) Bill, 2025 have yet to become laws as they

are pending approval from the Senate.

The government has propo-sed changes to the Prevention of Trafficking in Persons Act, 2018 and
the Prevention of Smuggling of Migrants Act, 2018 at a time when hundreds of Pakis-tanis, over
the past few years, perished in the Medi-ter-ranean Sea and North Atlantic Ocean while trying to
reach Europe from Africa.

Most recently, at least 100 Pakistanis died in tragic boat accidents last December and January after
remaining adrift in open seas for days while trying to enter Europe.

Areport by the UN’s Inter-national Office of Migration last year said 7,867 Pakistanis arrived in Italy
by land or sea. The number of Pakistanis in Greece and Cyprus — two other countries considered
gateway to Europe was — 1,178 and 320, respectively.

The government, under pressure to act to stop the illegal exodus, has proposed amendments to
make punishments for trafficking and smuggling offences more stringent, dedicated a special court
to prosecute cases of cross-border trafficking, added “organised beggary” as an offence, and
perhaps, most consequentially, removed the criminal liability of trafficking victims.

Amendments

The government has proposed amendments to several sections of the Prevention of Trafficking in
Persons Act, 2018, to increase punishments for crimes like sexual exploitation and human
trafficking.
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Under the amendment proposed in Section 3, organised beggary has been add-ed, along with
sexual exploitation, as a motive for human trafficking. The punishment for the crime has been

increased from up to seven years in jail to 10 years.

Currently, the provision allows for convicts to either be sentenced to a jail term or slapped with a

fine of Rs1 million or both. However, the amendment proposed both fine and jail term for convicts.

For the trafficking of wo-men and children, the pu-n-ishment has been inc-re-ased from two to 10

years to up to 14 years. It has also mandated both jail term and fine of up to Rs2m for convicts.

An amendment proposed to Section 4 states that if a trafficking victim dies or suffers serious
injuries, if the accused is part of an organised crime group, if the accused destroyed travel
documents of a victim or if the accused is a repeat offender, they would be punished with a jail

term not less than 14 years and a fine of up to Rs2am.
Previously, the jail term was three to 14 years and fine.

The proposed amendments have also made human trafficking offences non-compoundable to

remove the possibility of out-of-court settlements.
Similar amendments have been proposed to the Prevention of Smuggling of Migrants Act, 2018.

The punishment for human smuggling has been increased from three to five years in jail and Rs1m
fine to up to 10 years in jail and Rs1om fine.

Forgery to enable smuggling has been made punishable by a jail term of three to 10 years and a
fine of up to Rssm. Previously, the punishment was one to three years in jail and up to Rs1m fine.

For offences where victims suffer life-threatening iliness or die, the punishment has been proposed
to be increased from five to 14 years in jail and a fine of up to Rs2m to seven to 14 years and a fine
of Rstom.

Experts fear that these amendments — focused excessively on the severity of punishment —
would do little to curb human smuggling without structural changes to ensure robust prosecution
of criminals and addressing social factors that compel people to make these perilous journeys.

While talking to Dawn, Tariq Khosa, the former director-general of FIA, said the amendments
focused on the severity of punishment rather than ensuring their certainty. “This won’t solve the
problem.”

However, the International Centre for Migration Policy Development (ICMPD), which works with
governments on migration issues, said the proposed amendments were “laudable” and show

Pakistan’s seriousness in curbing human trafficking.

According to Fawad Haider, the head of ICMPD in Pakistan, disrupting human trafficking networks

also requires “proactive law enforcement and victim-centred policies”.
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Criminal liability

One of the amendments proposed to the Prevention of Trafficking in Persons Act, 2018, is to
expand protective mechanisms for victims to not hold them liable for trafficking.

Currently, the law states that victims will not be “criminally liable” for the offences and may

become witnesses in the case.

However, the proposed amendment looks to expand the scope of this immunity by not holding

the victims liable for offences “in obedience to the order made by the trafficker”.

The amended provision states that the immunity will only be for victims’ actions that were a “direct

result of force, fraud or coercion” by traffickers.
This immunity, Mr Haider said, is an integral part of anti-trafficking legislation around the world.

“[1t] ensures the rights of victims are safeguarded, and the consequences of the force and/or
coercion that traffickers hold on their victims (such as forcing them to commit crimes, into
prostitution, to produce or traffic drugs, or forge documents, etc.) is correctly recognised by
Court.”

He called for better training of law enforcement officers and judiciary to effectively understand and

implement this immunity in their practice.

Mr Khosa said the proposed amendment was a “positive move” but pointed out that the provision

made no distinction between genuine victims and repeat offenders.

The women and children, who are sent abroad illegally, are genuine victims but those who travel
again and again for greener pastures and become victims should be held criminally liable, he added.

The Senate should improve this provision to ensure that repeat offenders are not treated as
victims, added the ex-FIA chief.

Another amendment has proposed that in case the victim is a minor, the consent of their guardian
for the offence of trafficking will be “irrelevant” and not considered a defence in court

proceedings.

Organised beggary

While human trafficking remained a pressing crisis for the government, it was also faced with
another challenge — Pakistanis who travel on valid documents but indulge in illegal acts like
beggary in destination countries. Over the past few months, Gulf countries — the preferred
destinations of these delinquents — have raised the issue with Pakistani authorities.

The UAE has even imposed an unannounced ban on visas for Pakistanis, reportedly for their

involvement in criminal activities.

In the Prevention of Trafficking in Persons Act, 2018, the government has proposed making
“organised beggary” an offence with a jail term of up to 10 years and a fine of up to Rs1m.
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As per the legislation’s preamble, the amendment has been proposed at the request of Pakistani
missions overseas who have sought “stern action against those involved in begging and the gangs
behind them”.

However, Mr Khosa said a better approach to dealing with the issue of organised beggary would
have been bilateral, regional or global mechanisms of cooperation between law enforcement

agencies.

He cites the framework between Pakistan, Iran, Turkiye and Greece between 2005 and 2010, where
law enforcement agencies of all four nations worked together against transnational networks of

human smugglers. Interpol was added as a facilitator to arrest and extradite human smugglers.

According to Mr Khosa, Pakistan is a signatory to and ratified trafficking in person protocol under
the UN Convention against Transna-tional Organised Crime. However, the convention on the

smuggling of migrants hasn’t been ratified.

This hampers effective facilitation from agencies of transit and destination countries on this issue.

More needs to be done

Mr Haider of ICMPD said punitive measures, as outlined in the amendments, must be paired with

“effective governance and systemic reforms” that target the root causes of human smuggling.

“[E]conomic empowerment, education, and raising awareness (around the risks of trafficking)

help address some of the push factors which lead people into vulnerable situations,” he added.

There is a need for a “whole-of-government approach” and focused campaigns aimed at informing

potential victims to curb human smuggling.

There should be a national action plan against the smuggling of migrants with more proactive
action by law-enforcement agencies against these crimes, Mr Khosa said.

He added that an inter-agency task force headed by the interior minister was already in place.
“How many meetings did that task force hold?” he questioned.

Mr Haider recommended “full implementation” of the Integrated Border Management (IBM) —a
global good practice — which involves inter-agency and international cooperation and
strengthening of law enforcement and judicial capacities for effective prosecution and internal
accountability.

“Prioritising a victim-centred protection system also helps the vulnerable and law enforcement

with their investigations.”

Mr Khosa added that the government should periodically review anti-human trafficking and
smuggling laws to identify gaps and share their practices to ensure that the accountability
mechanism keeps evolving as organised crime networks become more intricate. “[Otherwise],

these stop-gap arrangements won’t work.”

SOURCE: DAWN, APRIL 6, 2025
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8 terrorists killed as infiltration attempt on
Pak-Afghan border thwarted in North
Waziristan

Security forces killed eight terrorists and injured another four as they thwarted an infiltration
attempt on the Pakistan-Afghanistan border in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s North Waziristan district,

the military’s media affairs wing said.

Pakistan has witnessed an uptick in terror activities over the past year, especially in KP and
Balochistan, after the proscribed Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) ended its ceasefire with the

government in November 2022.

On the night of April 5-6, the “movement of a group of khwarij, trying to infiltrate through Pakistan-
Afghanistan border, was picked up by the security forces in general area” of North Waziristan’s

Hassan Khel, the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) said in a press release.

“Own troops effectively engaged and thwarted their attempt to infiltrate. After an intense
exchange of fire, eight khwarij were sent to hell, while four khwarij got injured,” it added.

Fitna Al Khawarij is a term the state uses to refer to the banned TTP.

“Pakistan has consistently been asking Interim Afghan Government to ensure effective border
management on their side of the border,” the ISPR noted, adding that it expected Kabul to “fulfil
its obligations and deny the use of Afghan soil by khwarij for perpetuating acts of terrorism against
Pakistan”.

The ISPR asserted that “security forces of Pakistan are determined and remain committed to

secure its borders and wipe out the menace of terrorism from the country”.

The statement added that a sanitisation operation was being conducted to eliminate any other
kharji found in the area.

The failed infiltration attempt follows another one in late March in North Waziristan. Security
forces had foiled that attempt and killed 16 terrorists.

Days later, 11 terrorists were killed in four different encounters with security forces in KP — 10 of

whom were eliminated in different areas of North Waziristan.

Last month, the government had ruled out a fresh military operation amid a surge in terrorist
attacks, especially in KP and Balochistan.
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Militant violence and security operations intensified in the country in March, with the number of
militant attacks surpassing 100 for the first time since November 2014, according to data released
by the Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Studies (Picss).

In KP, at least 206 people were killed — including 49 security personnel, 34 civilians, and 123
militants — while 115 were injured, with 63 security personnel and 49 civilians among them, the
Picss report said.

Pakistan ranked second in the Global Terrorism Index 2025, with the number of deaths in terrorist

attacks rising by 45 per cent over the past year to 1,081.

SOURCE: DAWN, APRIL 6, 2025
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Nacta to run new intel coordination, threat
centre

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi formally approved the formation of an intelligence
coordination and threat assessment centre under the National Counter Terrorism Authority
(Nacta).

The approval that would effectively mean the reincarnation of the Joint Intelligence Directorate
(JID), formed in 2016 under former interior minister Chaudhary Nisar Ali Khan, was accorded during
fiftth meeting of the board of governors of Nacta here.

The session focused on critical decisions aimed at strengthening Pakistan’s counter-terrorism
framework. Nacta’s National Coordinator Khalid Chauhan gave a detailed briefing on the

authority’s performance and plans.

One of the most significant outcomes of the meeting was the approval for the establishment of
the National Intelligence Fusion and Threat Assessment Centre (Niftac).

The new centre, which was developed after thorough consultations with security stakeholders,
will serve as a specialised hub for intelligence coordination and threat analysis.

Mr Naqvi underscored that the creation of Niftac was a vital step towards achieving Nacta’s
strategic objectives. He said that similar centres called ‘Piftacs’ will be set up in the provincial
capitals to bolster regional intelli-gence efforts.

The establishment of Niftac is expected to ensure effective implementation of the National Action
Plan (NAP) and address emerging security challenges.

The meeting was also attended by the Minister of State for Interior Tallal Chaudhry, Senators
Manzoor Ahmed and Ponjo Mal Bheel, Interior Secretary, Islamabad Chief Commissioner, Home
Secretaries from all provinces, and Inspector Generals of Police from Punjab, Sindh, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Balochistan, Azad Kashmir, and Gilgit-Baltistan.

Tallal Chaudhry emphasised that Niftac would enhance Nacta’s operational capacity, making it a
more robust institution in the fight against terrorism.

All recommendations presented by Mr Chauhan were unanimously approved by the board of
governors. The decisions taken were poised to fortify the internal security apparatus and advance

counter-terrorism strategy.

Ahsan for reviving 2018 policy

Separately, chairing the second steering committee meeting on the socio-political domain,
following the directives of the Central Apex Committee concerning the revised National Action
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Plan 2021, Planning Minister Ahsan Igbal called for revival of the National Internal Security Policy
of 2018 to uproot terrorism and extremism from the country.

He recalled that in 2017-18 during PML-N’s previous tenure, National Internal Security Policy (NISP
2018-23) was developed in collaboration with all stakeholders and the approval of civil-military

leadership.

“The primary objective of this policy was to build on the success of Operation Zarb-i-Azab by
prioritising non-kinetic measures. NISP provided a comprehensive framework that incorporated
actions in administrative, social, economic, political and information domains to consolidate peace

in the country,” he added.

Unfortunately, the previous government did not implement the NISP (2018) which led to the

reversal of gains achieved against terrorism and extremism.

“Resultantly, the policy document resonates with the situation as much today as it did in 2018, and

should continue to guide the government,” he added.

The minister further called for increased vigilance within schools to ensure that teachers with

extremist inclinations do not influence students.

He advocated for the introduction of a positive curriculum designed to foster national unity and

moderation among students.

SOURCE: DAWN, APRIL 8, 2025
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Following through

THE government’s decision to establish the National Intelligence Fusion and Threat Assessment
Centre (Niftac) under the National Counter Terrorism Authority (Nacta) is a positive move — on
paper. With violence escalating in KP and Balochistan and the TTP and BLA continuing their campaign
of terror, Pakistan cannot afford to delay action. The deadly ambushes on security forces in North
Waziristan, targeted attacks in Dera Ismail Khan and Gwadar, and the Jaffar Express hijacking in
Balochistan demonstrate the growing sophistication and reach of militant groups.

Nacta’s fifth Board of Governors meeting, where Niftac was approved, also laid out plans for Provincial
Intelligence Fusion and Threat Assessment Centres (Piftacs), a promising attempt to streamline threat
analysis across federal and provincial lines. But Nacta has seen hopeful launches before. The Joint
Intelligence Directorate approved in 2016 was hailed as a game-changer in intelligence coordination —
until it faded into irrelevance. Similarly, past counterterrorism frameworks, including the National
Internal Security Policy (2018-23), with its emphasis on non-kinetic measures, were left
unimplemented. Now, faced with another wave of militant violence, officials have returned to old plans
with renewed urgency. The situation demands more than bureaucratic reshuffling or new acronyms.
Pakistan’s CT response has too often consisted of making new bodies, issuing fresh mandates, and
calling for coordination — without addressing the root causes of militancy or ensuring continuity in
policy execution. If the government truly wishes to fortify the internal security apparatus, it must do

more than approve plans. It must execute them in all earnest.

This means empowering Nacta to function as the country’s lead civilian CT authority. It also means
breaking the cycle of sidelining Nacta after every surge of violence. It means funding and
strengthening provincial CT departments to detect and disrupt militant networks before they
strike. The ideological dimension of this war must also be tackled. As highlighted in the National
Action Plan — the government’s central policy document on countering terrorism — long-term
peace depends on addressing deep-rooted local grievances in restive areas like Balochistan and
the merged districts of KP. Reconciliation, development, and deradicalisation initiatives cannot
remain dormant words in a policy document. As this newspaper argued last year, the state must
prioritise reforms in regions that have long suffered from poverty, marginalisation, and security
operations devoid of political will. Moreover, extremist and sectarian outfits that still operate in
the public sphere must be dismantled. They feed the very ideologies that produce suicide bombers
and armed groups. Reviving Nacta is important. But so is recognising that CT is not just about
hardware and coordination cells. It is about political resolve, long-term investment in affected
communities, and an unwavering commitment to implement what has already been promised. The
question is whether this government, like others before it, will once again stop short of following
through.

SOURCE: DAWN, APRIL 9, 2025
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Three martyred in attack on police van in
Quetta

QUETTA: Three personnel, including a police inspector, were martyred and another injured in an
ambush at a police mobile van in the Sariab area.

Officials said the tragic incident took place in the Mastung road area. The personnel were sitting in
the police vehicle parked near a restaurant when armed men riding motorcycles ambushed the
police vehicle. “An Inspector, two constables lost their lives on the spot as they received multiple
bullet injuries, caused their instead death,” a police officer said, adding that the driver was seriously
injured in the attack. Soon after receiving information about the incident police rushed to the site
and shifted the bodies and the injured to hospital. The driver was identified as Khair Bakhsh.

The martyred officials were later identified as Inspector Abdul Wali, Constable Abdul Rehman, and
Constable Mukhtiar. Following the tragic incident, Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti
condemned the attack and vowed that the blood of the martyrs would not go in vain. “The
cowardly attackers will be brought to justice,” said CM Bugti, adding that the state is not weak and
those attempting to disrupt peace in Balochistan would receive the harshest response. He assured
that a full-scale operation will be launched against terrorists and that no space will be left for such
elements in the province. Just a day ago, a Frontier Corps personnel lost his life in a gun attack in
Noshki area.

Police said the victim, identified as Muhammad Zahir, was targeted by assailants riding motorcycles
in the Qadirabad area. He belonged to the district and was home on vacations. The police moved
the body to the district hospital in Noshki. The FC personnel received multiple bullet injuries that
caused his death on the spot. Police said the attack was target killing.

The body of the deceased was handed over to the family after completing medico-legal formalities.

No group has claimed responsibility for the killing, while the police have registered a case against
unknown attackers. Separately, a man was seriously injured in a hand grenade attack in Kharan
town late on Tuesday night. Police said unidentified men riding motorcycles threw a hand grenade
near the Commissioner’s Office, which exploded at the roadside, resulting in injuries to a passerby.

Police shifted the injured man to a hospital. The powerful explosion also damaged the window
panes of nearby houses.

SOURCE: DAWN, APRIL 10, 2025
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Deported felons’ passports to be blocked

ISLAMABAD: The government will block the passports of Pakistanis deported from other countries

over criminal activities, and tighten the process of issuing new travel documents, Interior Minister

Mohsin Naqvi announced.

The move is aimed at deterring Pakistani nationals who travel abroad and commit illegal acts, such

as begging.
In recent years, hundreds of Pakistanis have been deported, mostly from the Gulf countries, over
beggary.

The minister directed the officials to complete all legal formalities regar-ding new requirements for

obtaining passports.
Interior minister says policies being strengthened to curb illegal migration
The new requirements will help curb illegal im--m-igration and screen those committing illegal acts.

The minister issued the directives during a meeting at the Directorate General of Immigration and

Passports.

The Minister of State for In—-terior Talal Chaudhry, In-—-terior Secretary Muha-m-mad Khurram Agha,
FIA DG Rifat Mukhtar Raja and Passports DG Mustafa Jamal Qazi also attended the meeting.

0
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Mr Chaudhry said the decision will “send a positive message” to the international community

regarding Pakistan’s commitment to act against illegal migration.

Mr Naqvi said the directive to block the passports of deported persons should be fully

implemented.

He also inspected the newly installed machines to print machine-readable passports and generate

e-passports.
The minister also met German experts who were in Pakistan to install the machines.

Mr Naqvi said the new machines will enhance the printing capacity of the passport office and
expedite the issuance of passports.

Mr Qazi, the passport DG, briefed the federal minister. He said a mobile app will be launched soon

for the convenience of citizens.

Policies to tackle trafficking

Separately, Mr Naqvi informed the National Assembly that the government has developed policies
to combat human trafficking.

He, however, acknowledged that a number of challenges remained in fully addressing the issue.

In a written reply to a question posed by a lawmaker, he said amendm-e--nts have been proposed
in the Prevention of Traf-fic-king in Persons Act 2018 and Prevention of Smug-g-ling of Migrant Act
2018 to make them more effective.

The amendments passed by the NA but awaiting approval from the Senate focused on imp-osing
longer imprisonment terms and higher fines for trafficking offences.

He said amendments in the Trafficking in Persons Act 2018 were proposed to address new forms
of exploitation, such as organised beggary.

As a result of efficient im--migration checks and pro-filing at airports, FIA has successfully
intercepted and offloaded 23,468 pa--ssengers during 2023 (including 299 travelling on fake/forged
documents) and 27,432 during 2024 (including 286 travelling on fake/forged docum-ents), the

minister said.

He said ten new border crossing points have been notified along the western borders with
Afghanis-tan to strengthen existing infrastructure and ensure legal immigration.

The FIA has already implemented the One-Document Regime (ODR) at all immigration checkpoints
along the western border.

The move has brought immigration operations at par with those existing international airports.

The installation of Integ-rated Border Ma--na-gement System will ensure real-time data capture of
all travellers with enf-or-cem-e--nt of stop lists to curb hu--man trafficking and smuggling.

SOURCE: DAWN, APRIL 11, 2025
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Sindh sets up body to curb social media
‘misuse’

e Murad chairs Apex Committee meeting attended by corps commander, other high-ups
* Orders action against trucks violating traffic rules

¢ Sindh to establish centre to counter violent extremism

* Province coordinating with Punjab and Balochistan to foil dacoits’ escape, meeting told

KARACHI: The Sindh Apex Committee has decided to set up a special unit within the home
department to address growing cases of social media “misuse” in coordination with the Federal

Investigation Agency (FIA) and the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA).

The decision was taken by Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah while chairing the 32nd Apex
Committee here at CM House.

Corps Commander Lt Gen Mohammad Avais Dastagir, Rangers director general, inspector general
of police, provincial ministers and representatives of intelligence and law enforcement agencies

attended the meeting.

According to a press statement, the Apex Committee was informed that “a Social Media
Protection and Regulatory Authority has been created” by the federal government under the
Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act (Peca) framework “to ensure online safety and protect the

rights of individuals on social media”.

The committee was also informed that the authority will have the power to regulate unlawful or
offensive content on social media platforms, manage the enlistment of these platforms, partially
or fully block them, and issue guidelines and directives for standards regarding content.

Additionally, it can direct relevant authorities to block or remove unlawful or offensive content.

The chief minister said that a special unit was being established within the home department to
address complaints and cases related to the misuse of social media, involving collaboration among

all federal agencies, including the FIA, PTA and provincial police.

At the outset, the CM emphasised the need for rigorous pursuit of terrorism cases, declaring zero

tolerance for militants.

The main components of the National Action Plan (NAP) include strengthening Counter Terrorism
Departments (CTDs), combating terrorism in various media forms, choking off terrorist financing,

regulating religious seminaries, and reforming the criminal justice system.

0
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Action against heavy vehicles ordered

It was pointed out that 29,926 illegal foreigners were residing in the province, and their data
mapping had been completed for repatriation.

At present, 479 have been repatriated, while around 400 are awaiting deportation at a camp.

During the meeting, the chief minister expressed concern about the increasing number of road

accidents in the city, as well as incidents of tankers and dumpers being set on fire.

He instructed the police to take strict action against dumpers and trucks operating on roads in
violation of traffic rules and regulations.

Additionally, he directed the police to apprehend those responsible for arson attacks on trucks.

The meeting was informed that the provincial government had completed Phase-l of the Illegal
Foreigners Repatriation Plan (IFRP) in 2023-24 and began repatriation of Afghan Citizen Card (ACC)
Holder under Phase Il that commenced on April 1.

Centre on countering extremism

Following the Apex Committee decision, the home department proposed the Sindh Centre for

Excellence on Countering Violent Extremism Act, 2025, to combat violent extremism and terrorism.

Once established, the Centre will focus onresearch, policy development, and strategies to counter
violent extremism. It will also provide support to the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) on terror
financing investigations and work to counter online radicalisation, hate speech, disinformation,

and youth delinquency.

The CM directed the home secretary to present the draft law in the next cabinet meeting.

Strategic coordination among provinces
The CM discussed the issue of dacoits in the northern districts along the River Indus.

He stated that the provincial government was coordinating with Punjab and Balochistan
governments to plan joint operations against dacoits in the katcha areas, to prevent their escape.

The meeting was told that the Sindh home department had contacted the home departments of
Punjab and Balochistan to inform them about decisions made by the chief minister in Apex

Committee meetings.

It was explained that the aim was to devise a comprehensive strategy for conducting simultaneous
operations against dacoits in the katcha areas across all three provinces. This approach is designed
to prevent dacoits from evading capture by crossing provincial borders.

A proposal was made to schedule a meeting on a suitable date in one of the border districts. This
will allow for a first-hand assessment of the operational environment, enabling participants to
better understand the on-ground realities and tailor their strategies accordingly.
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The meeting discussed the importance of properly following up on counter-terrorism cases in the

courts.

It was noted that in 2025, a total of 23 cases were registered. Out of these, seven cases have been

challaned and are currently under trial.

Convictions have been secured in four of these cases, while the others are still in the trial process.

In 2024, there were convictions in only two cases.

It was revealed that in 2025, the police conducted 318 intelligence-based operations, registered 153

cases, arrested 84 and killed 12.

During the meeting, it was reported that Chinese workers involved in both CPEC and non-CPEC

projects were receiving security.

The security forces include personnel from the Special Protection Unit (SPU), the Army, Rangers,
and the Frontier Corps.

The FBR representative told the meeting that during the 3rd quarters of 2024-25, they had seized
goods worth Rs16,214.54 million being smuggled through 222 seizures. The major seizures include
10,008 mobile sets, 5,027 tyres.

Regarding the Hub Check Post, it was noted that the chief minister had allocated Rs214 million for
its establishment. Currently, land identification and cost estimates are in progress.

The check post will be jointly operated by various agencies to combat smuggling and will be
equipped with the latest technology and gadgets.

SOURCE: DAWN, APRIL 11, 2025
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Web of terror: how militants weaponise
social media

BY NAVEED HUSSAIN

KARACHL: In little more than a decade, social media has gone from novelty to necessity — an
inescapable presence in modern life. What began as a space for connection and communication
has evolved into a powerful engine of influence — and, increasingly, a source of instability and
division. Its impact transcends geographical borders, reaching far beyond individual interactions
to reshape politics, security, and public discourse across the world.

And it’s not just limited to Gen Z or Gen Y. Social media has become an integral part of everyone’s
daily life. Platforms like YouTube, Facebook, X, Instagram, and TikTok have revolutionised how we
socialise, learn, connect, communicate, disseminate and access information, and perceive the
world. It has fuelled social and political movements, redefined the academic landscape, and
opened new vistas for personal and professional growth.

However, arguably the most significant achievement of social media has been the democratisation
of information. It has granted individuals the power to become publishers, dismantling the control
once monopolised by traditional media giants, where only brands dictated the narrative. No longer
passive consumers, netizens now have the ability to create, publish, and engage directly with their

audiences.
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This transformation has been driven by the unprecedented spread of the Internet. According to
the “Digital 2024” report by Meltwater and We Are Social, the number of active social media users
has now surged past 5 billion worldwide — that’s 62.3% of the global population. The appeal of
social media has only grown stronger, with various platforms experiencing explosive growth by
tapping into ever-deeper user engagement. The latest figures show Facebook remains the most

0



DIGEST APRIL 2025

popular platform globally, with around 3.065 billion monthly active users, followed by YouTube
(about 2.5 billion), WhatsApp (around 3 billion), Instagram (roughly 2 billion), and TikTok (close to

1.69 billion monthly users).

Mirroring global patterns, Pakistan’s social media landscape has also expanded dramatically, with
digital engagement growing rapidly. According to the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority, as
of January 2024, there were around 303.21 million active social media users in Pakistan. YouTube
remains the most popular platform, with 71.7 million users, followed by Facebook (60.4 million),
TikTok (54.4 million), and Instagram (17.3 million).
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Digital downside

While digital media has transformed our lives in countless positive ways, it carries a darker
undercurrent — a flaw not uncommon in the story of modern inventions. Over the years, social
media has become a conduit to disseminate fake news, misinformation, and disinformation by
anarchists, propagandists, conspiracy theorists — and even governments. Pizzagate, Pope’s
purported endorsement of Donald Trump, conspiracy theories about COVID-19, and anti-Muslim
rioting in UK are some of the examples of fake news and disinformation peddled on social media.
Moreover, social media was used to fight a digital war in cyberspace during the Ukraine war and

Gaza conflict.

“With a few keystrokes, the internet can connect like minded people over vast distances and even
bridge language barriers. Whether the cause is dangerous (support for a terrorist group), mundane
(support for a political party), or inane (belief that the earth is flat), social media guarantees that
you can find others who share your views,” say PW Singer and Emerson T Brooking, the authors of
“LikeWar: The Weaponization of Social Media.”

Weaponisation of social media

Terrorists and extremists, too, have understood the power of social media, using it to advance
both their narratives and operations. The United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research
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Institute has admitted that violent extremist and organised criminal groups have successfully
exploited vulnerabilities in social media to manipulate people and disseminate conspiracy theories.

“Social media platforms... have become a major gateway for terrorists,” writes Abdulaziz Al-Zaben
in a study titled “The use of the Internet and social media in recruiting and organising terrorist
groups” published in “Drivers of Terrorism”, a monthly publication issued by the Islamic Military
Counter-Terrorism Coalition.

The study shows that various social media platforms, especially YouTube, X, Facebook, WhatsApp,
and Instagram have become the primary recruiters for extremists and a crucial tool in the hands of
terrorist groups for spreading their ideas, beliefs, planning, executing their goals, and recruiting
members. “Excessive use of the internet has granted terrorists numerous advantages, such as
concealment, the ability to coordinate continuously, and finding financial sources outside the
supervision of governments and central banks,” it adds.

The migration of terrorist and extremist groups to social media has been motivated by several
factors, including its promise of anonymity, global reach, encryption, real-time communication,
recruitment, propaganda, and swift and low-cost content creation among other things. These
groups have increasingly utilised various social media platforms for recruitment and radicalisation,
communication and coordination, the promotion of violence, and resource mobilisation.
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Beyond these tactical uses, digital warfare also plays a pivotal role in terrorists' psychological
operations (psyops), leveraging information to push their narratives, manipulate emotions, and

0



DIGEST APRIL 2025

distort objective reasoning to confuse, divide, and demoralise the adversary. Social media amplifies
that.

Popular platforms have become a cheap psyops tool not just in politics, culture wars, and economic
manipulation but also for terrorists and extremists who harness them to get traction for their
activities. “Terrorism is theater,” RAND Corporation analyst Brian Jenkins wrote in a 1974 report
that became one of terrorism’s foundational studies. “Command enough attention and it didn’t

matter how weak or strong you were,” he wrote.

The self-declared Islamic State, or ISIS, was the first extremist group that effectively did that during
its invasion of Iraq 2014. “There was a choreographed social media campaign to promote it,
organised by die-hard fans and amplified by an army of Twitter bots. They posted selfies of black-
clad militants and Instagram images of convoys that looked like Mad Max come to life,” say Singer
and Emerson. “To maximise the chances that the Internet’s own algorithms would propel it to

virality, the effort was organised under one telling hashtag: #AllEyesOnISIS,”

“The Islamic State didn’t simply use the Internet as a tool; it also lived there. In the words of Jared
Cohen, director of Google’s internal think tank, ISIS was the “first terrorist group to hold both
physical and digital territory,” Singer and Brooking write. In the Syrian civil war where ISIS first

roared to prominence, nearly every extremist group used YouTube to recruit, fundraise, and train.

The rising weaponisation of social media by terrorists and extremists is unsettling enough, but
what is more chilling is the looming prospect of emerging technologies — Al and encrypted
messaging apps, for instance — being wielded by such outfits to amplify their ideologies. “It is still
a little early to understand the impact of Al on extremist groups, but there is no reason to think
that these new technologies won’t be used by them as well. Some possibilities might include their
ability to generate fake videos, audio, or images to spread disinformation, fabricate enemy
atrocities, or glorify their own violence. They could use Al language tools to mass-produce
extremist literature, fake news, or recruitment materials. We haven’t seen this at any large scale
yet, but it is certainly a possibility,” says Amarnath Amarasingam, Assistant Professor in the School
of Religion at Queen’s University in Ontario, Canada.

Buckling under growing pressure over the proliferation of extremist and hateful content on their
platforms, mainstream social media companies made some efforts to moderate content, but these
measures were reactive rather than proactive. “l think platforms need to maintain their
commitment to trust and safety and ensure that pressure continues to be placed on these hate
movements online. We’ve had a lot of success in keeping them largely outside mainstream spaces

for many years. It would be a shame if all this progress were reversed,” adds Amarasingam.

However, recently, mainstream social media platforms have begun to scale back their moderation
policies, inadvertently giving terrorist groups more room to operate in cyberspace. “The relaxation
of content moderation policies on social media platforms has, in fact, provided extremist groups
with greater opportunities to disseminate their ideologies and recruit members,” cautions the
academic, whose research focuses on terrorism, radicalisation, conspiracy theories, and online

communities.
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TTP’s tech embrace

In Pakistan, the TTP terrorist umbrella, officially designated as Fitna Al Khawarij, restructured its
media wing, Umar Media, after the fall of Kabul to its ideological twin in August 2021, to make its
information warfare more sophisticated, dynamic, and effective. Umar Media was remodeled on
the Afghan Taliban’s Al Emarah Media to increase its effectiveness as a propaganda tool. This
move, according to some experts, played a crucial role in the ongoing resurge in their attacks in
Pakistan.

“Extremist organisations in Pakistan, notably the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan, have effectively
utilised online platforms to disseminate propaganda and recruit members. Umar Media, the TTP’s
media arm, produces content in multiple languages, including Urdu, Pashto, and English, to reach

a broad audience,” says Amarasingam.

Umar Media produces audios, videos, and podcast series, along with digital magazines. The
content is published on the group’s website and disseminated through its social media accounts
and encrypted messaging platforms such as WhatsApp and Telegram. The group also sends daily
updates with slick infographics to media persons in the name of its spokesperson Mohammed
Khorasani. Several TTP social media accounts have been reported to platforms and blocked, but
the group employs evasion tactics by exploiting vulnerabilities in different platforms.
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BLA enters cyberspace

In recent years, the TTP has developed a symbiotic relationship with other terrorists, extremists
and anarchists in Pakistan, especially the banned Baloch separatist groups. And this symbiosis is
becoming increasingly visible in their tactics, such as use of suicide bombings, high stakes and

unconventional attacks — and above all their communication strategies.

“Baloch separatist groups, particularly the Baloch Liberation Army (BLA), have relied on modern
information and communication technologies, especially social media platforms, to project their
militant prowess, justify their use of violence, attract recruits, and challenge state narratives,”
writes Sajid Aziz in his article “Digital Warfare: The Baloch Liberation Army’s Tactical Use of Social
Media in the Herof Attack” for Global Network for Extremism and Technology, an academic
research initiative backed by the Global Internet Forum to Counter Terrorism (GIFCT).

The Baloch groups, which have been fighting a simmering insurgency in Balochistan for over two
decades now, have exploited endemic political grievances in the impoverished province to to sell
their narrative and enlist recruits, especially among the educated youth. And they have been
immensely aided by social media in their campaign. These groups have become more sophisticated
in their use of modern digital technologies as was evident from the recent hijacking of Jaffar
Express passenger train by Majeed Brigade, the special operation unit of BLA. The group churned
out Al-generated videos to amplify their unprecedented attack and grab global media spotlight.
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Turning TikTok against CPEC

The BLA, the deadliest of all Baloch groups, has increasingly set its sights on Chinese nationals as
part of its efforts to disrupt the multibillion-dollar China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
project. Pakistani officials allege that Baloch Yakjehti Committee (BYC), which positions itself as a
rights group, serves as a political front for the BLA, lending legitimacy to its narrative.

In a striking contradiction, the BLA and BYC, despite their fierce opposition to China’s presence in
Balochistan, have used TikTok — owned by the Chinese company ByteDance — to fuel their anti-
CPEC campaign. The number of anti-CPEC videos on TikTok has seen a massive surge — from over
50 in 2015 to more than 1,200 in 2024, garnering more than 35 million views in Balochistan alone.
The Baloch groups — BLA and BYC in particular — weaponise TikTok’s algorithm to disseminate fake
news and disinformation against CPEC to portray it as an attempt to usurp Balochistan’s resources.

The rise in TikTok activity from Balochistan is nothing short of alarming. It shows that anti-CPEC
content on the platform increased by a staggering 2,300% since its inception, peaking during key
project phases. One in 3 TikTok users in Balochistan have viewed anti-CPEC content in 2024.
Similarly, Baloch groups used #StopCPEC hashtags to trend over 500 times, reaching more than 15
million users since 2018. TikTok’s lax content moderation policies enabled these groups to exploit
the platform in their attempt to change public perception of the project.

This coordinated campaign of digital disinformation, conducted via a Chinese social media platform
to undermine China’s $65 billion investment, serves as a textbook example of hybrid warfare. CPEC
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is a lifeline for Pakistan’s economy and the flagship project of China’s massive Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI), and any threat to this colossal project should be a joint responsibility.
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Mounting a cyberdefence

In light of these emerging digital threats, a collaborative approach across various sectors is
essential to counter the weaponisation of TikTok by Baloch groups. Diplomatically, Pakistan must
engage with China to address concerns over the exploitation of TikTok’s algorithm in the campaign
against CPEC. The two nations could establish a joint “tech task force” to oversee digital security
related to CPEC and develop coordinated responses. Operationally, intelligence-sharing
mechanisms should be strengthened to track and analyse the origins and spread of anti-CPEC
content. Additionally, enhancing cyber surveillance capabilities will be crucial to monitor and

respond to radical online activities in real time.

The two countries should also collaborate on academic research to study hybrid warfare, digital
propaganda, and their implications for national security. They can engage pro-CPEC influencers to
blunt extremist narratives besides establishing partnerships with fact-checking organisations to
debunk fake news and disinformation campaigns against CPEC.

On the monitoring front, efforts should be made to identify and expose foreign digital interference
aimed at magnifying anti-CPEC sentiments. Relentless attribution of hostile actors — whether
state or non-state — should be made part of the national cyber defence strategy. On the part of
TikTok, alocal content moderation team should be set up in Pakistan to flag and take down harmful
content swiftly. Accounts affiliated with banned groups such as BLA and BYC should be identified
and blocked in coordination with Pakistani authorities. Al-driven tools could also be implemented
to detect and neutralise emerging digital threats against CPEC.

China, for its part, must take steps to address the algorithmic vulnerabilities of TikTok, ensuring
that it doesn’t amplify radical or anti-CPEC narratives. Its regulators should implement stricter
guidelines on political content that targets national infrastructure or bilateral projects like CPEC.
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On Pakistan’s part, the existing cyber laws need to be strengthened, no doubt without
compromising on free speech, to criminalise digital warfare against state projects and penalise
those promoting toxic propaganda. A counter-narrative strategy should be initiated, focused on
creating high-quality, engaging, and factual content highlighting CPEC’s benefits. Regional digital
campaigns targeting youth in Balochistan and other sensitive areas should also be prioritised to
combat radicalisation. Public awareness programs must be introduced to educate young users

about the dangers of online misinformation and digital extremism.

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, APRIL 13, 2025
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Newest addition to the ICPO-INTERPOL’s

The Silver Notice is the newest addition to the ICPO-INTERPOL's suite of colour-coded Notices and
Diffusions, which enable countries to share alerts and requests for information worldwide. It is
being launched as part of a pilot phase involving 52 countries and territories, which will run at least
until November 2025.

Through Silver Notices and Diffusions, member countries can request information on assets linked
to a person’s criminal activities such as fraud, corruption, drug trafficking, money laundering,
environmental crime and other serious offenses. It will facilitate locating, identifying, and obtaining
information about laundered assets including properties, vehicles, financial accounts and

businesses.

Participating countries in the pilot will be able to collectively request up to 500 Silver Notices and
Silver Diffusions, with the total divided equally among all participating countries.

Countries and territories participating in the pilot phase:

Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Burundi, China, Colombia, Congo, Ecuador, Estonia,
France, Gabon, Georgia, Gibraltar (UK), Guinea, Hungary, India, Iraq, Italy, Kazakhstan, Kenya,
Korea (Rep. of), Kuwait, Latvia, Malawi, Malta, Moldova, Mozambique, Namibia, Netherlands, New
Zealand, Nigeria, North Macedonia, Pakistan , Paraguay, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Russia,
Singapore, Spain, Sweden, Trinidad & Tobago, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom,
United States, Uruguay, Venezuela, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

3 cops martyred, 16 injured as Balochistan Constabulary targeted in
Mastung IED blast

Three policemen of the Balochistan Constabulary were martyred and at least 16 others were

injured as a blast targeted a vehicle carrying the cops in the Mastung district on April 15, 2025.
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Three policemen were martyred and at least 16 others were injured as a
blast targeted a vehicle of the Balochistan Constabulary on Mastung
district’s Dasht Road, officials said.

Militants in Balochistan, previously engaged in a low-level insurgency, have recently intensified
their attacks. The banned Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA) emerged as a key perpetrator of
terrorist violence in Pakistan in 2024.

Balochistan government spokesperson Shahid Rind, in a statement, said that a vehicle carrying
policemen returning from Kalat was targeted with an improvised explosive device (IED).

“Three jawaan (personnel) of the Balochistan Constabulary were martyred in the blast,” Rind
stated.

He added that 16 others were injured due to the explosion, out of whom two were in a serious
condition.

The Balochistan Constabulary is part of the provincial police, according to the latter’s website. No
group has claimed the attack so far.

However, Mastung Deputy Superintendent of Police (DSP) Younas Magsi put the number of those
injured at 18.

All wounded cops have been shifted to a hospital while those seriously injured were being taken
to Quetta, about 50 kilometres away from Mastung, according to Rind.

He added that an investigation report on the incident has been sought.

The Balochistan Constabulary officials were deployed at a sit-in by the Balochistan National Party—
Mengal (BNP-M), the spokesperson said.

The BNP-M’s sit-in at Mastung against the arrests of Baloch activists entered its 19th day today.
Just on the second day of their protest, BNP-M chief Sardar Akhtar Mengal and others had

remained unhurt after a suicide blast near their rally.

According to DSP Magsi, the policemen were stationed as additional deployment with Levies in
Mastung’s Kund Mas area. He added that more than 40 cops were returning from duty today when
the police vehicle carrying them was targeted

“On a daily basis, our policemen used to return to Mastung Police Lines after performing their
duties,” Magsi said.

Local administration official Raja Muhammad Akram also told AFP that the bus was carrying around
40 police officers when it was hit by the blast. He added that 3 policemen were martyred while 16
others were wounded in the “roadside IED blast”.

An emergency was imposed at the Bolan Medical Complex Hospital and Civil Hospital in Quetta
following the incident.
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Balochistan Chief Minister Sarfraz Bugti, in a statement, strongly condemned the blast and
directed Health Minister Bakht Kakar to ensure that the injured were provided with the best
medical treatment.

“No negligence will be tolerated in the treatment of the injured,” CM Bugti said.

Affirming that the provincial government stood with the martyrs, the chief minister asserted: “The

elements involved in the incident do not deserve any concession.”

The incident comes just a day after a Frontier Corps soldier embraced martyrdom while two

terrorists were killed as an FC post in Noshki’s Galangoor area came under attack.
Security forces also foiled an attack on a Levies post in the same district, injuring a terrorist.

Pakistan ranked second in the Global Terrorism Index 2025, with the number of deaths in terrorist
attacks rising by 45 per cent over the past year to 1,081.

SOURCE: DAWN, APRIL 15, 2025
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KP govt decides to legalise cannabis
cultivation

PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government on Monday decided to legalise the
cultivation of cannabis (hemp) in specific districts of the province, marking a significant step
toward its regulated industrial and medical use.

Under this initiative, cultivation would be permitted only through licensed growers, and a strict
monitoring framework will be established.

Provincial minister for agriculture Sajjad Barkwal told reporters that in the initial phase, cannabis
cultivation would be limited to designated areas. “A regulatory authority would be formed to
oversee all aspects of cultivation, production, transportation, and usage,” he said, adding the

authority would ensure compliance with the law and prevent misuse.

“A multi-departmental committee would also be established to supervise the licensing process,”
he added.

“This committee would include representatives from the departments of agriculture, health,

excise, and narcotics control.”

“The provincial government has already approved formal rules and regulations to support this new
policy,” Mr Barkwal said.

The minister clarified that cannabis cultivation would not impact food grain production in the
province and emphasised that the new policy was expected to boost economic activity.

SOURCE: DAWN, APRIL 15, 2025
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Justice within reach

RABIYA JAVERI AGHA

LAST week in Islamabad, something rare happened. Judges, police officers, prosecutors, lawyers,
policymakers, and rights experts gathered: not in the usual posture of mutual suspicion or
institutional self-preservation, but in a shared moment of reckoning. Hosted by the National
Commission for Human Rights (NCHR), with support from UNDP and the European Union, the
conference titled ‘From Promise to Action: Advancing SDG 16 for Justice and Reform’ attempted
an honest appraisal of the justice system, its myriad failures, and what it would take to do better.

We came together to ask a blunt question: how can we build a justice system that works for all
Pakistanis: not only the connected, not only the wealthy, not only the men?

For decades, Pakistan’s legal and judicial apparatus has been held hostage by archaic laws,
procedural absurdities, and deep structural neglect. It has rendered justice both elusive and
exhausting. Yet, in those two days, something shifted. The tone of the discussions — frank,
attentive, unembellished — reflected a shared discomfort with the status quo.

Everyone acknowledged the wide gulf between what is promised on paper and what is
experienced in courtrooms, police stations, and prisons across the country. Hard truths surfaced.
The exclusionary nature of the legal system, especially for women, religious minorities, the
working class, and anyone without institutional backing, was put on record. We spoke of the
criminalisation of poverty through laws inherited from colonial administrators who saw the poor
as a threat to be managed, not as citizens to be served. Vagrancy laws, the rampant overuse of
incarceration, and the disregard for rehabilitation were not treated as unfortunate side effects but
as central features of the problem.

Yet there was also clarity, even imagination. Participants moved beyond diagnosis and began to
outline the architecture of a better system. We spoke of rethinking policing; replacing violent,
extractive models with public-centred frameworks grounded in rights and accountability. There
was talk of strengthening oversight bodies, overhauling training protocols, and making space for
independent community input. Judicial reforms, including the expansion of specialised courts for
gender-based violence, were paired with legal aid proposals that included mandatory pro bono
requirements; measures meant to shift the burden away from survivors and those least able to

navigate the system.

Perhaps the most urgent conversations focused on incarceration. Pakistan’s prisons remain
packed with undertrial prisoners, many of them young, poor, and legally invisible. The Juvenile
Justice System Act, passed years ago, remains dormant in many parts of the country. The idea that
punishment should be the last resort, not the default, has still not taken root. We heard proposals

for income-sensitive bail systems, the revival of probation and parole, and community-level
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restorative justice approaches. Hence, the challenge is never a lack of ideas, but always the

collective resolve to act on them.

The NCHR was encouraged to see the Federal Minister for Law and Justice and Human Rights,
Azam Nazeer Tarar publicly commit to embedding the conference’s recommendations within the
government’s reform agenda. That gesture matters. Reform does not happen through

declarations alone; a concerted shift in political will is worth noting.

For the NCHR, this is what SDG 16.3 demands: not vague commitments to ‘access’ or ‘equity’, but
an unwavering effort to build a justice system that is responsive, humane, and grounded in the
lived realities of ordinary people. Our mandate — from investigation to capacity-building to policy
advocacy is shaped by that goal. But no institution, no matter how principled, can do this alone.

This work requires a sustained, collaborative, multi-stakeholder front against impunity.

The outcomes of this conference must not gather dust. They are not static, one-off declarations,
but ongoing, consistent demands. They insist on coherence across sectors, on bravery from those
in positions of power, and on perseverance from those on the margins. They remind us that justice
is not measured by how aggressively a system punishes, but by how steadfastly it protects dignity.
They mark a shift: from fatigue to imagination, from resignation to resolve.

Justice in Pakistan has long been portrayed as a lofty abstraction; distant, delayed, denied. But last
week, we saw something different. We saw what it might mean to make it real.

The question now is whether we will stay the course — collectively, consistently, and with the
courage to see it through.

SOURCE: DAWN, APRIL 16, 2025
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5 ‘terrorists’ killed in joint operation in
Balochistan’s Duki

The Counter-Terrorism Department (CTD) said that five terrorists were killed during its joint
operation conducted with other law enforcement agencies in Balochistan’s Duki district.

Faced with increasing attacks by militants, especially in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan,
security forces have also intensified counterterrorism operations. “Five terrorists were killed
during the action,” the CTD said in a statement, noting that the joint operation was conducted in
Duki’s Dhabar Pahari area. It added that they belonged to a “banned organisation” and were

involved in “attacks on coal mines, [security] forces, and citizens”.
The CTD statement further said the slain terrorists’ bodies were shifted to the Duki Civil Hospital.

Hailing the counterterrorism action by the “CTD, FC [Frontier Constabulary] and other LEAs”,
Balochistan Chief Minister Sarfraz Bugti expressed his satisfaction over the operation. “State
institutions are fully active against terrorism,” he said in a statement, pledging that “every
conspiracy to destabilise Balochistan will be thwarted”. CM Bugti said the provincial government
was taking “every possible action” to protect people’s lives and property. “Indiscriminate action
will also be taken against those facilitating the terrorists,” he added.

“Anti-peace elements will not be tolerated under any circumstances,” the chief minister asserted,
vowing that the province’s “journey towards peace and development” would continue. The CTD
operation comes days after Chief of Army Staff General Asim Munir vowed to remove “whatever
stands in the way of Pakistan’s progress” and reaffirmed the state’s determination to counter
terrorism. “Do Pakistan’s enemies think that a handful of terrorists can decide the fate of
Pakistan?”” he said, adding that “even ten generations of terrorists cannot harm Balochistan and

Pakistan”.

In the most recent major attack, at least three policemen were martyred and 20 others were
injured on Tuesday morning as a blast targeted a vehicle of the Balochistan Constabulary in
Balochistan’s Mastung district. Militant violence and security operations intensified in the country
in March, with the number of militant attacks surpassing 100 for the first time since November
2014, according to a report by the Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Studies (Picss).

Pakistan ranked second in the Global Terrorism Index 2025, with the number of deaths in terrorist
attacks rising by 45 per cent over the past year to 1,081.

SOURCE: DAWN, APRIL 19, 2025
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L esser citizens

CAN the state ever turn the dream of communal harmony into reality? A slew of injustices torment
Pakistan’s religious communities; acceptance and empathy have run out, and extremism has found
space. The latest case of savage vigilantism saw a 46-year-old Ahmadi man lynched by, according
to police, TLP supporters who stormed the community’s place of worship in Karachi’s Saddar area.
The far-right political outfit, 400 of whose supporters were outside the premises, has denied the
allegation. The gory episode has been condemned by the HRCP as a “failure of law and order”.
Meanwhile, figures in The Human Rights Observer report from the Centre for Social Justice expose
a worrying rise in the misuse of blasphemy laws, forced conversions and bigotry against minorities
— 344 blasphemy cases were registered in 2024; 70pc of the accused were Muslims and 14pc
Ahmadis. Forced conversions are also at a shocking level —between 2021and 2024, 421 cases were
recorded, involving 282 Hindu girls and 137 Christians; 71pc of the victims were minors. Despite laws
being flouted, the government and the criminal justice system hesitate to take a firm position for

fear of inciting right-wing elements.

Vile discriminatory practices permeate every sphere of life, even unlikely spaces. For instance, the
prejudiced prison policies that deprive minority inmates of their remission rights are rarely
addressed. The report states that “the provinces were sufficiently empowered to make their rules
... there is no excuse for continued discriminatory attitudes towards minority prisoners”. While
Sindh is the only province that has revised archaic laws with the Sindh Prisons and Corrections
Services Act, 2019, the other three provinces are still governed bythe Prisons Act, 1894, the
Prisoners Act, 1900, and the Prisons Rules, 1978. Hence, the mix of systemic bias and colonial laws
strips poor non-Muslim prisoners of rights such as legal aid, keeping them in the dark about
remission rules and provisions for formal and religious education. Pakistan has failed its
marginalised sections for too long. International treaties, such as the ICCPR, ratified in 2010, which
stipulates that “all persons deprived of their liberty shall be treated with humanity and with
respect” must be upheld through an empowered National Commission for Minorities Rights to
connect law enforcement with minority citizens before the situation worsens. Prisoners should not
be deprived of their dignity.

SOURCE: DAWN, APRIL 20, 2025
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Two Levies personnel on polio duty
martyred in Mastung firing

Two Levies personnel guarding a polio vaccination team were gunned down by unidentified
attackers in Balochistan’s Mastung district, according to an official.

Pakistan and Afghanistan are the only countries where polio remains endemic, and vaccination
teams are frequently targeted by militants waging a campaign against security forces. “The
unfortunate incident occurred in the Teeri area of Mastung where Levies personnel assigned to
guard a polio vaccination team were attacked,” Mastung Assistant Commissioner Akram Harifal
told Dawn.com. “While one of the personnel died on the scene, the other succumbed to his injuries
while he was being shifted to the Nawab Ghous Bakhsh Memorial Hospital,” he added.

AC Harifal also said that he reached the scene as soon as he received the information about the
incident, adding that the police and other law enforcement officials were already present there
and collecting evidence. He added that security for the polio vaccination teams has been increased
after the attack. Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has condemned the terrorist attack on the polio

vaccination team, state-media Radio Pakistan reported.

While expressing sorrow over the martyrdom of the Levies personnel, he said, “[The] terrorists
who harm the lives and properties of innocent people are enemies of humanity and will be brought
to justice.” The premier said that such incidents cannot deter the government’s commitment to
eradicating polio from the country. He said that the public must not lose hope, and they should
protect their children’s future by ensuring vaccination. He affirmed that the anti-polio campaign

will continue with determination.

Balochistan government spokesperson Shahid Rind also condemned the incident saying that “a
thorough investigation into the incident was under way”. “The provincial government will not
allow the polio campaign to be sabotaged under any circumstances,” he continued.

“We pay tribute to the martyrs who are responsible for security. We are proud of their sacrifices,”
he added. He further said that the security for polio teams across the province was being improved

with more effective measures.

PM Shehbaz on Sunday launched this year’s second nationwide anti-polio campaign, running from
April 21 to April 27, and vowed to achieve “roaring success” in the effort.

Earlier this week, terrorists attacked the station house officer and police team who were on polio
duty in the Kalosha area of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s South Waziristan.

SOURCE: DAWN, APRIL 23, 2025
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Cyber-criminals on the loose

The numbers speak for themselves. In just a year, the Banking Mohtasib Pakistan has had to
intervene in 27,753 cases of fraud and bank-related grievances — providing a staggering Rs1.65
billion in relief to affected customers in 2024. That figure not only eclipses the Rs1.26 billion
dispensed in 2023 but also shines a spotlight on the alarming rise in digital fraud across the country.

While the surge in mobile and digital banking applications has brought convenience to millions, it
has also opened new doors for cybercriminals. Increasingly, banks are also found blocking
accounts arbitrarily, citing vague pretexts, further adding to the public's distress. Compounding
the problem is the evident inefficiency within the banking services sector, which continues to falter
in safeguarding customers from sophisticated digital threats.

When customers are left at the mercy of scams and phishing attacks without immediate recourse,
trust in the digital financial system erodes. And with Pakistan pushing for greater financial inclusion
through digital means, this trust deficit can prove detrimental to progress. The role of the State
Bank and commercial banks must now shift towards strengthening cybersecurity frameworks,
launching public awareness campaigns, streamlining redressal mechanisms and holding banks

accountable for service lapses.

Digital transformation must not come at the cost of consumer safety. It would be prudent of the
government to set up a committee to deal with such cases with efficiency and immediacy.

If anything, these numbers should serve as a wake-up call for all stakeholders to prioritise data
integrity and customer protection in the age of digital banking. The question is no longer if more
people will move to digital but the question now is if the system will be ready when they do.

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, APRIL 24, 2025
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Four Frontier Corps personnel martyred,
three injured in Quetta roadside blast

Four Frontier Corps (FC) personnel were martyred and three other suffered injuries in an
explosion near a security vehicle in Quetta’s Margate area, police said.

Faced with increasing attacks by militants, especially in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan,

security forces have also intensified counterterrorism operations.

Hanna Urak Station House Officer Naveed Akhtar told Dawn.com that the bomb disposal squad of
the security forces was targeted with an improvised explosive device in a Quetta suburb.

“As a result of the explosion, four FC personnel were martyred and three others were injured,” he
said.

The injured were immediately shifted to the Combined Military Hospital (CMH).

The martyred included Subedar Shahzad Amin, Naib Subedar Abbas and Sepoy Khalil and Sepoy
Zahid.

Among the injured were Lance Naik Zafar, Lines Naik Farooq and Sepoy Khurram Saleem.
Security forces have cordoned off the area and started a search operation for the suspects.

Separately, a statement from the Counter-Terrorism Department spokesperson said nine alleged
militants, wanted by security forces in various terrorism cases, were killed in a fire exchange in

Pishin’s Khanai Baba area.
It added that arms and ammunition were recovered from them.

Militant violence and security operations intensified in the country in March, with the number of
militant attacks surpassing 100 for the first time since November 2014, according to a report by the
Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Studies (Picss).

The think tank reported 105 militant attacks during the month, resulting in 228 fatalities, including
73 security personnel, 67 civilians, and 88 militants. Additionally, 258 people were injured,

comprising 129 security personnel and an equal number of civilians.

Pakistan ranked second in the Global Terrorism Index 2025, with the number of deaths in terrorist
attacks rising by 45 per cent over the past year to 1,081.

President Asif Ali Zardari “condemned the Quetta blast and expressed condolences over the loss
of life”, according to a statement from the President’s House.

“The president pays tribute to martyred FC soldiers for their services in defending the country,”
the statement said, adding that he reiterated the national resolve to eradicate terrorism.
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“The entire nation salutes its martyrs and acknowledges their sacrifices,” it quoted President

Zardari as saying.
Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi also condemned the attack in Quetta.

In a post on X, the interior ministry said that the minister expressed “sympathies and condolences

to the families of martyred FC soldiers”, and prayed for the recovery of injured personnel.

“The FC personnel attained the great status of martyrdom,” the post read. “We salute the sacrifice
of the brave sons of FC.”

The minister also described the incident as a “heinous conspiracy” by the enemy to “create
instability in the country by carrying out such cowardly acts”.

“The sacrifices of FC soldiers for the establishment of peace in Balochistan will always be
remembered,” he added.

SOURCE: DAWN, APRIL 25, 2025
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54 terrorists killed as infiltration attempt
thwarted in KP

Security forces killed 54 terrorists attempting to infiltrate through the Pakistan-Afghanistan
border in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s North Waziristan district, the military’s media wing said in a
statement.

According to the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), this is the highest-ever number of khwarij
killed by security forces in a single engagement throughout the campaign against terrorism.

Pakistan has witnessed an uptick in terror activities over the past year, especially in KP and
Balochistan, after the proscribed Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) ended its ceasefire with the

government in November 2022.

“On night 25/26 and 26/27 April 2025, [the] movement of a large group of khwarij, who were trying
to infiltrate through Pakistan-Afghanistan border, was detected by the security forces in [the]
general area [of] Hassan Khel, North Waziristan District.

“[Our] own troops effectively engaged and thwarted their attempt to infiltrate. As a result of
precise and skilful engagement, all fifty-four khawarij have been sent to hell,” the statement
added.

The ISPR added that a large cache of weapons, ammunition and explosives was also recovered
from the slain khawarij, a term the state uses to refer to terrorists.

“Intelligence reports indicate that this group of khawarij was specifically infiltrating on [the]
behest of their ‘foreign masters’ to undertake high-profile terrorist activities inside Pakistan”, the
ISPR statement read.

Referring to India’s “baseless accusations against Pakistan”, it added that such actions by Fitna al
Khwarij — a term the state uses to refer to the banned TTP — “clearly implies on whose cues FAK
(Fitna al Khwarij) is operating”.

“Such actions amount to treason and betrayal against the state and its citizens,” said the press

release.

Mentioning the National Security Council meeting that took place earlier this week to discuss a
response to India downgrading diplomatic ties with Pakistan, including the suspension of the Indus
Water Treaty, the ISPR highlighted how “distracting Pakistan’s security forces from their focus on
the war against terror seems to be the strategic intent of India to allow a breathing space to FAK
which is reeling from the onslaught of our Armed Forces resolute offensive against them”.
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The ISPR commended “the exceptional professionalism, vigilance, [and] preparedness”

demonstrated by security forces in preventing a “potential catastrophe”.

It asserted that the security forces of Pakistan “remain resolute and unwavering in their

commitment to defend the nation’s frontiers and to eradicate the menace of terrorism.”

“Such bold and decisive actions further strengthen our collective resolve and underscore that
Pakistan is winning the war against terrorism while achieving significant successes against

terrorists”, the press release said.

On Saturday, the ISPR said that two soldiers were martyred and 15 terrorists killed in three separate

engagements in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

A statement said the intelligence-based operations (IBO) were conducted on Friday and Saturday,
and that eight terrorists were “sent to hell” after troops engaged them at their location during an
IBO in Karak district.

Four more were killed by the security forces in another IBO in North Waziristan district, the
military’s media wing stated. It added that troops “successfully neutralised” three more terrorists

in another encounter in the South Waziristan district’s general area of Gomal Zam.

“However, during the intense fire exchange, two brave sons of soil, Lance Naik Usman Mohmand
(age: 28 years, resident of Charsadda district) and Sepoy Imran Khan (age: 26 years, resident of
Kurram district) having fought gallantly, paid the ultimate sacrifice and embraced martyrdom,” the
ISPR said.

Militant violence and security operations intensified in March, with the number of militant attacks
surpassing 100 for the first time since November 2014, according to a report by the Pakistan
Institute for Conflict and Security Studies.

Pakistan ranked second in the Global Terrorism Index 2025, with the number of deaths in terrorist
attacks rising by 45 per cent over the past year to 1,081.

SOURCE: DAWN, APRIL 27, 2025
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Security forces kill 177 more terrorists
operating at ‘behest of Indian masters’
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Security forces killed 17 terrorists in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s North Waziristan district near the
Pakistan-Afghanistan border, seizing a large cache of arms and ammunition from them. — ISPR

Security forces have killed 17 terrorists in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s North Waziristan district near
the Pakistan-Afghanistan border, the military’s media wing said.

A day ago, the forces had neutralised 54 terrorists while they were attempting to infiltrate through
the Pakistan-Afghanistan border in the same region. According to the Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR), this is the highest-ever number of terrorists killed by security forces in a single
engagement throughout the campaign against terrorism.

According to an ISPR statement issued today, “a deliberate sanitisation operation was conducted
in surrounding areas of Hassan Khel, North Waziristan District, along Pakistan-Afghanistan Border.

“During the conduct of the operation, seventeen more khawarij, who were operating [at] behest
of their Indian masters, were hunted down and successfully neutralised,” ISPR said.

The ISPR added that a large cache of weapons, ammunition and explosives was also recovered
from the slain khawarij, a term the state uses to refer to terrorists.

“The number of khwarij killed in three days anti [infiltration] operation has risen to 71,” it added.
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The security forces remain committed to securing the nation’s frontiers and thwart attempts at

sabotaging the peace, stability and progress of Pakistan, the statement said.

Pakistan has witnessed an uptick in terror activities over the past year, especially in KP and
Balochistan, after the proscribed Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan ended its ceasefire with the

government in November 2022.

Militant violence and security operations intensified in March, with the number of militant attacks
surpassing 100 for the first time since November 2014, according to a report by the Pakistan
Institute for Conflict and Security Studies.

Pakistan ranked second in the Global Terrorism Index 2025, with the number of deaths in terrorist

attacks rising by 45 per cent over the past year to 1,081.

SOURCE: DAWN, APRIL 28, 2025



DIGEST APRIL 2025

Security forces kill 3 terrorists in Turbat
operation

Three terrorists were killed after security forces conducted an intelligence-based operation (IBO)
in the general area of Turbat town in Balochistan’s Kech district, the military’s media wing said in

a statement.

According to the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), the forces conducted an IBO, effectively
engaging with the terrorists’ location.

The statement said that “after an intense exchange of fire, three terrorists were successfully

neutralised”.

It said that weapons, ammunition and explosives were also recovered from the terrorists who
were involved in multiple activities against the law enforcement agencies and the innocent civilians

in the area.

“Sanitisation operations are being conducted to neutralise any other terrorists present in the
area,” ISPR said, adding that the forces remain determined “to thwart attempts at sabotaging
peace, stability and progress of Balochistan”.

Pakistan has witnessed an uptick in terror activities over the past year, especially in KP and
Balochistan, after the proscribed Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan ended its ceasefire with the

government in November 2022.

Militant violence and security operations intensified in March, with the number of militant attacks
surpassing 100 for the first time since November 2014, according to a report by the Pakistan
Institute for Conflict and Security Studies.

Pakistan ranked second in the Global Terrorism Index 2025, with the number of deaths in terrorist
attacks rising by 45 per cent over the past year to 1,081.

SOURCE: DAWN, APRIL 29, 2025
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Ten terrorists killed in Kech, Ziarat
operations

QUETTA: Security forces killed 10 terrorists in separate intelligence-based operations (IBOs) in
Balochistan’s Kech and Ziarat districts in a fresh crackdown against militant elements in the

province.

According to the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), three terrorists were killed during an
operation near Turbat in Kech district. The operation was launched based on intelligence about the
presence of militants in the area.

“During the conduct of the operation, own troops effectively eng-a-ged the khawarij location, as a
res-ult of which, three terrorists were sent to hell,” the ISPR said in a sta-tement, adding that a

heavy exc-h-ange of fire took place between sec-urity forces and armed terrorists.

Weapons and ammunition were recovered from the slain terrorists, who the ISPR said were

involved in numerous attacks against security forces and the killing of civilians.

“A sanitisation operation was conducted to eliminate any other terrorists found in the area as the
security forces of Pakistan are det-e-rmined to wipe out the menace of terrorism from the
country,” it said.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif praised the security forces for the successful operation in Kech. Ina
statement issued by the Prime Minister’s Office, he lauded the professionalism and bravery
displayed by the troops and reaffirmed the government’s commitment to eradicating terrorism.

The terrorists are enemies of peace in Balochistan and oppon-e-nts of the province’s prosperity, he
said, adding that the governm-ent would continue the journey of progress and development. The
prime minister also reiterated that the entire nation stands by the security forces in defence of the
motherland.

Ziarat IBO

In a separate incident, security forces killed seven terrorists during an operation conducted on
intelligence reports in the Choteer area of Ziarat district.

Officials said the targeted operation took place between the Chot-eer and Sanjavi areas between
Mon-day night and early Tuesday. Armed militants hiding in the area opened fire on the security
forces, who retaliated after taking positions.

“Heavy exchange of fire continued for two hours, during which hand grenades were also used by
the militants,” an official said, adding that seven bodies were recovered from the area once the
firing ceased.
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Ziarat Deputy Commissioner Zakaullah Durrani confirmed the deaths and said the bodies were

shifted to the District Headquarters Hospital, Ziarat, by Levies personnel.

He said residents had earlier blocked the Sanjavi-Ziarat road in protest against the presence of
militants in the area, suspending all traffic. They initially refused to reopen the road despite

negotiations by the assistant commissioner.

However, following talks led by Deputy Commissioner Durrani, the protesters agreed to end their
blockade and traffic was restored in the afternoon.

SOURCE: DAWN, APRIL 30, 2025



