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3 CTD police personnel martyred, 2 injured in 

Bannu in exchange of fire with terrorists 

Three Counter Terrorism Department (CTD) police personnel were martyred and two injured in 

an exchange of fire with terrorists in Bannu, officials said. 

According to a statement issued from the office of Bannu Regional Police Officer (RPO) Sajjad Khan 

today, the gun battle took place in the Spin Tangi area of Chashmi, Bannu. 

Bannu CTD personnel Assistant Sub-Inspector Benyamin Khan, Constable Inam Khan and 

Constable Musawar were martyred. Two constables, Wafid Khan and Imran, were wounded. 

He said two khawarij — a term the state uses to refer to terrorists — were killed and another two 

injured in police firing, and their accomplices took bodies and injured with them. 

“Weapons, ammunition, IEDs (improvised explosive device) and hand grenades were recovered 

from the terrorists, which were seized by the police,” the spokesman said. 

As soon as the incident was reported, RPO Khan, Bannu District Police Officer Saleem Abbas 

Kalachi, and CTD Superintendent of Police reached the CTD hospital where they visited the injured 

personnel and inquired after their well-being. 

They also issued instructions to the hospital staff for the best treatment of those injured. 

RPO Khan said that all available resources will be utilised for the best treatment of the injured 

personnel. “We will soon avenge our martyred brothers and engage the terrorists with an iron 

hand till the very end,” he said. 

A large contingent of Bannu police and CTD police have cordoned off the area and are engaged in 

search operations. Raids are being conducted on the hideouts of the terrorists, the spokesman 

said. Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Governor Faisal Karim Kundi condemned the attack and expressed his 

condolences to the families of the martyred. 

According to a statement issued by his office, KP Governor House, Kundi paid tribute to the 

personnel for bravely confronting the terrorists. 

“The sacrifices of the police and security forces against the terrorists will not go in vain,” he said. 

In March, two officials of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s CTD were martyred at Tanda Dam in Kohat district 

in a gun attack carried out by unidentified assailants. 

In January, an official of the police’s CTD was martyred when unidentified persons opened fire at 

him in Mirali Bazaar. 

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 1, 2025 
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Smuggling causing Rs3.4tr/year loss 

SHAHBAZ RANA 

 
Want officials to tighten grip over smuggling.  

 

ISLAMABAD: A new independent report has estimated that illicit trade is causing annual revenue 

losses of a whopping Rs3.4 trillion, including nearly 30% loss because of misuse of the Afghan 

Transit Trade facility. 

The losses estimated by the Policy Research Institute of Market Economy (PRIME) in its report 

titled "Combatting Illicit Trade in Pakistan" are equal to 26% of this fiscal year's annual tax target. 

The gravity of this issue (illicit trade) is manifested by an estimated annual tax revenue loss of Rs3.4 

trillion on account of an estimated $123 billion informal economy, according to the report released 

on Thursday. 

The report underlined that the illicit trade has emerged as a critical challenge for Pakistan's 

economy, undermining formal businesses, eroding government revenues, and jeopardising 

consumer safety. 
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From smuggled petroleum and counterfeit pharmaceuticals to non-tax-paid cigarettes and under-

invoiced consumer goods, illicit trade has entrenched itself across key sectors, it added. 

The findings are released at a time when there is a growing focus on the role of tax officials in 

facilitating smuggling and under-invoicing to evade taxes. The country's intelligence and 

investigation agencies have recently pointed fingers towards the customs officials facilitating the 

smuggling and under-invoicing. There has been credible evidence of even manipulating the goods 

declaration forms to facilitate tax evasion. 

PRIME said that the loss of revenues from the smuggling of tobacco is estimated to be more than 

Rs300 billion. The government increased the federal excise duty on tobacco products by up to 150% 

to generate additional revenues for budgetary support in February 2023. 

But PRIME said that since then, the market share of illicit cigarettes has increased manifold from 

30% to 56%, causing a loss of more than Rs300 billion annually. 

The estimated revenue loss from Afghanistan Transit Trade is Rs1 trillion, according to the report. 

After making stringent conditions to curb smuggling under the transit trade, Pakistan last month 

relaxed the conditions by allowing import of Afghanistan-bound goods against insurance 

guarantees. 

PRIME said that the smuggling of oil was causing Rs270 billion losses. The report has estimated the 

volume of smuggled Iranian oil at 2.8 billion litres. The government charges Rs16 per litre customs 

duty and a petroleum development levy of Rs78 per litre, a reason for smugglers to shift towards 

the smuggled oil to make higher profits. 

The report said that the outdated border control infrastructure and limited automation in the 

customs processes make it difficult for the government to prevent smuggling of goods. Pakistan is 

also lacking in risk-based profiling systems and modern container scanning technologies, it added. 

While commenting on the size of the informal economy, the report stated that independent 

experts consider the size of the informal economy to be one-third of the formal economy. 

According to the Small and Medium Enterprise Development Authority, the informal economy has 

a market share of more than 40% of the GDP. 

High customs duties, complex tariff regimes, inflation, and a growing informal economy incentivise 

businesses and consumers to move away from the formal sector, according to the report. 

Regulatory inconsistency and protectionist trade policies further add to the cost of doing legal 

business. Simultaneously, porous borders, outdated customs infrastructure, and limited inter-

agency coordination allow the unchecked movement of illicit goods, it added. 

Enforcement mechanisms, though partially effective at the borders, remain weak within domestic 

markets, especially at the retail and distribution levels. 

The report stated that the suboptimal performance of the Track and Trace System, adopted to 

monitor tax compliance, reflects weak implementation, with only a fraction of cigarette brands 
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complying. A study by the Institute of Public Opinion and Research (IPOR) in 2024 found that only 

19 out of 264 cigarette brands were compliant with Track and Trace System regulations, with 56% 

of the market comprising non-compliant and untaxed products. 

The report estimated the revenue loss due to counterfeit pharmaceutical goods at Rs65 billion. 

About 40% of medicines are counterfeit and substandard, it added. 

Over 60% of tires sold are smuggled and are causing revenue loss of Rs106 billion, said PRIME. 

Around 30 % of the market share of tea is taken by smuggling, causing a Rs10 billion loss. Minimum 

Retail Price of tea is Rs1,200 per kg, and an 18% sales tax is charged. 

Pakistan sinks on Illicit Trade Index 

According to the 2025 Illicit Trade Index, Pakistan ranks 101 out of 158 countries, performing below 

global and regional averages due to systemic weaknesses in governance, enforcement, and 

economic policymaking, according to the report. 

The Illicit Trade Index, a publication of TRACIT, monitors the performance of countries in 

preventing illicit trade by considering six broad categories comprising 37 indicators. 

Pakistan's score on the index was 44.5, placing it below the global average of 49.9. In contrast, the 

neighbouring countries have fared well with China at 40th rank, India at 52nd, Sri Lanka at 73rd, 

and Bangladesh at 95th, according to PRIME. 

Similarly, comparison with emerging economies also shows that Pakistan is lagging behind all of 

them. 

The report said that it is a cause of concern that Pakistan is among the few developing economies 

falling at the bottom of lower-middle income countries. This ranking reflects risks and 

vulnerabilities across multiple dimensions of trade governance, enforcement, and economic 

regulation. 

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, MAY 2, 2025 
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Points to ponder 

FOR the people of Pakistan to successfully confront the multiple crises the country faces, it is 

important to honestly acknowledge what ails us. That is what the HRCP’s State of Human Rights 

in 2024 report seeks to do by highlighting the major rights violations and anti-democratic trends 

that affected Pakistan in the past year. As the report notes, democracy, federalism, the rule of law 

and the judiciary’s independence were all “under heavy strain” in 2024. It can be argued that these 

and all other crises are interlinked, as a lack of political legitimacy and concord following last year’s 

general elections have exacerbated the existing problems. The report also underlines the fact that 

militancy shot up last year, with KP and Balochistan the worst affected. The report lists at least 24 

deaths caused by vigilante mobs, with some linked to blasphemy allegations. The number of 

alleged police encounters in Sindh and Punjab alone — close to 5,000 — reiterates the need for 

urgent police reform and accountability. Crimes against women and children are detailed, while 

the report also mentions the impact of extreme weather events. It succinctly sums up the major 

challenges confronting Pakistan thus: “political engineering, economic precarity, religious 

extremism, gendered violence and ecological collapse”. 

Instead of alleging that this document — and other reports like it — besmirch the country’s fair 

name, as many amongst the ruling elite usually do, there is a need to calmly consider the points 

raised by such studies. The fact is that without addressing the numerous problems — chief among 

which are the rapid erosion of rights and the growing authoritarian tendencies of the rulers — the 

country faces, it will be next to impossible to deliver social and economic justice to the people of 

Pakistan. The country cannot prosper unless the masses are guaranteed full constitutional 

protections, and the state uses compassion as a compass instead of trying to be ‘hard’. The HRCP 

report rightly urges state institutions and political parties “to place human rights at the heart of 

public policy”. And for those who claim to know all about patriotism, they should remember what 

Mohammad Ali Jinnah has said regarding fundamental rights: “We fought for Pakistan because 

there was a danger of the denial of these human rights in this Subcontinent.” Therefore, the 

ongoing struggle for basic rights is very much a national duty. 

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 2, 2025 
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Security forces kill 5 terrorists, arrest 2 in KP 

operations 

Five terrorists were killed and two were apprehended in three separate intelligence-based 

operations (IBOs) conducted by the security forces in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the military’s media 

wing said in a statement. 

Pakistan has witnessed an uptick in terror activities over the past year, especially in KP and 

Balochistan, after the proscribed Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) ended its ceasefire with the 

government in November 2022. “Five Khwarij were sent to hell, while two were apprehended 

during three separate operations in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Province,” the ISPR said. Khwarij is a 

term the state uses to refer to terrorists. 

In the first of the three operations, an IBO was conducted by the security forces in Bajaur District 

on the reported presence of terrorists. “During the conduct of operation, [our] troops effectively 

engaged the Khwarij … and after an intense fire exchange, three Khwarij, including high-value 

target (HVT) Kharji Fareed Ullah, were sent to hell,” the statement added. Another IBO was 

conducted in the general area of Dossali, North Waziristan District. “In [the] ensuing fire exchange, 

two Khwarij were effectively neutralised by the security forces,” the ISPR said. 

In the third encounter that took place in Mohmand District, “security forces successfully busted a 

Kharji hideout and apprehended two terrorists, including HVT Kharji Lal Ameer Ibrahim,” the 

statement continued. Weapons, ammunition and explosives were also recovered from these men, 

who remained actively involved in numerous terrorist activities. “Sanitisation operations are being 

conducted to eliminate any other terrorists found in the area, as the security forces of Pakistan are 

determined to wipe out the menace of terrorism from the country,” the statement concluded. 

Late last month, security forces killed 54 terrorists attempting to infiltrate through the Pakistan-

Afghanistan border in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s North Waziristan district, the military’s media wing 

said. Militant violence and security operations intensified in the country in March, with the number 

of militant attacks surpassing 100 for the first time since November 2014, according to a report by 

the Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Studies. 

Pakistan ranked second in the Global Terrorism Index 2025, with the number of deaths in terrorist 

attacks rising by 45 per cent over the past year to 1,081. 

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 3, 2025 
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1 soldier martyred, 8 terrorists killed in 

multiple engagements across KP 

A soldier was martyred while eight terrorists were killed in multiple engagements across Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa, the military’s media wing said in a statement. Pakistan has witnessed an uptick in 

terror activities over the past year, especially in KP and Balochistan, after the proscribed Tehreek-

i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) ended its ceasefire with the government in November 2022. 

According to a statement issued by the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), an intelligence-based 

operation (IBO) was conducted by the forces in general area of Mir Ali in North Waziristan District. 

“During the conduct of [the] operation, own troops effectively engaged the khwarij location, and 

resultantly, three khwarij were sent to hell,” it said, referring to the term the state uses for 

terrorists. “In another IBO, conducted in South Waziristan District, two khwarij were successfully 

neutralized by the security forces. However, during an intense fire exchange, one brave son of the 

soil, Naik Mujahid Khan (age: 40 years, resident of District Kohat) having fought gallantly, paid the 

ultimate sacrifice and embraced shahadat,” the statement said. 

It added that two more engagements took place between the troops and the terrorists in the 

Khyber and Bannu districts, resulting in the killing of three terrorists. Weapons, ammunition and 

explosives were also recovered from the terrorists, who remained actively involved in numerous 

terrorist activities in the area against the security forces as well as target killing of innocent 

civilians, the ISPR said. Sanitisation operations are being conducted to eliminate any other 

terrorists found in the area, ISPR said. 

The press release added that the security forces of Pakistan were determined to wipe out the 

menace of terrorism and such sacrifices of our brave soldiers further strengthened our resolve. 

Late last month, security forces killed 54 terrorists attempting to infiltrate through the Pakistan-

Afghanistan border in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s North Waziristan district, the military’s media wing 

said. Militant violence and security operations intensified in the country in March, with the number 

of militant attacks surpassing 100 for the first time since November 2014, according to a report by 

the Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Studies. 

Pakistan ranked second in the Global Terrorism Index 2025, with the number of deaths in terrorist 

attacks rising by 45 per cent over the past year to 1,081. 

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 5, 2025 
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7 soldiers martyred in IED blast by ‘Indian 

proxy’ terrorists in Balochistan’s Mach 

Seven soldiers were martyred in a blast from an improvised explosive device planted by “Indian 

proxy” terrorists in Balochistan’s Kacchi district, the military’s media wing said on Tuesday. 

A press release from the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) said: “On May 6, 2025, terrorists 

belonging to Indian proxy, so-called ‘Baloch Liberation Army’, targeted security forces’ vehicle with 

an improvised explosive device in general area Mach.” 

It said the following seven soldiers were subsequently martyred in the attack: Subedar Umar 

Farooq, 42, resident of Karachi; Naik Asif Khan, 28, resident of Karak district; Naik Mashkoor Ali, 

28, resident of Orakzai district; Sepoy Tariq Nawaz, 26, resident of Lakki Marwat district; Sepoy 

Wajid Ahmed Faiz, 28, resident of Bagh district; Sepoy Muhammad Asim, 22, resident of Karak 

district and Sepoy Muhammad Kashif Khan, 28, resident of Kohat district. 

“Nefarious designs of India and its proxies operating on Pakistani soil will be defeated by the 

valiant security forces, LEAs (law enforcement agencies) and the brave nation of Pakistan,” the 

ISPR said. 

It added that sanitisation of the area was being carried out to eliminate any terrorists present in 

the area and the perpetrators of the “heinous and cowardly act” would be brought to justice. 

“Security forces of Pakistan, in step with the nation, remain determined to thwart attempts at 

sabotaging peace, stability and progress of Balochistan, and such sacrifices of our brave soldiers 

further strengthen our resolve.” 

Two Pakistan Coast Guards personnel were injured on Monday when a remote-controlled bomb 

targeted their patrol vehicle in the Jiwani area, while a Levies official escaped unharmed when his 

private vehicle was destroyed by a separate roadside bomb in Pishin district. 

Last week, ISPR Director General Lt Gen Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry accused India of activating its 

“assets” to inte-nsify terrorist attacks in Pakistan, presenting “irr-e-futable evidence” of Ind-ian 

state-sponsored terrorism, directed by the Ind-ian military personnel. 

“Post-Pahalgam, because of the designs of terrorism that they have, they tasked all their assets, 

the terrorists operating in Balochistan, and we have credible intelligence for that, the Fitna-al-

Khawarij and the independent terrorist cells … to increase their activity,” he had said, using the 

state-designated term for the banned Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). 

Pakistan has witnessed an uptick in terror activities over the past year, especially in Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan, after the TTP ended its ceasefire with the government in November 

2022. 
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Militant violence and security operations intensified in March, with the number of militant attacks 

surpassing 100 for the first time since November 2014, according to a report by the Pakistan 

Institute for Conflict and Security Studies. 

Pakistan ranked second in the Global Terrorism Index 2025, with the number of deaths in terrorist 

attacks rising by 45 per cent over the past year to 1,081. 

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 6, 2025 
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Amid global decline, Pakistan ranked among 

26 lowest HDI states 

• Country ranks 168th out of 193 nations 

• UNDP report says global HDI value projected to reach record high, but increase would be 

lowest since records began 35 years ago 

• Inequality between ‘Low HDI’ and ‘Very High HDI’ countries continues to increase 

ISLAMABAD: In the midst of the worst global slowdown in human development index (HDI) 

growth since 1990, Pakistan is among the 26 states with the lowest HDI score. 

The latest Human Development Report, published by the United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP) on Tuesday, ranks Pakistan at 168th, out of 193 countries, in terms of quality 

of life. 

Pakistan and Afghanistan were the only two countries from South Asia listed in the low human 

development category. The remaining 24 countries were from Sub-Saharan Africa. Afghanistan 

was placed at 181st position, meaning that it is better off than 12 countries. 

The report shows how artificial intelligence (AI) could reignite development. According to UNDP 

Administrator Achim Steiner, the report emphasised how differences between humans and 

machines can create powerful complementarities that expand human potential. 

“We are at a crossroads: while AI promises to redefine out future, it also risks deepening divides in 

a world already off balance,” Mr Steiner adds. 

The report, titled The 2025 Human Development Report: A matter of choice - people and 

possibilities in the age of Artificial Intelligence, says while the global HDI value is projected to reach 

a record high, the increase would be the lowest since records began 35 years ago. 

Gaps between very high and low HDI countries, which for decades had been shrinking, have been 

widening over the past four years. The dramatic slowdown in HDI progress cuts across all 

developing regions, according to the report. 

Focusing on people can help many countries feeling caught in a human development pinch 

between sky-high expectations for AI and sobering development realities, including ongoing 

violent conflicts and stresses on human security. Wounds from the 2020– 2021 decline in global HDI 

value have not healed, and the rebound since may be losing steam. 

The report analyses progress across a range of indicators, known as the Human Development 

Index (HDI). The index encompasses achievements in health and education, along with levels of 

income. 
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Projections for 2024 reveal stalled progress on HDI in all regions across the world. 

Inequality widens 

Beyond an alarming deceleration in global development, the report finds widening inequalities 

between rich and poor countries. As traditional paths to development are being squeezed by 

global pressures, decisive action is needed to move the world away from prolonged stagnation. 

Instead of making sustained recovery after the exceptional crisis of 2020-21, the world saw 

shockingly weak progress. Excluding those crisis years, the meagre rise in global human 

development projected in this year’s report is the lowest increase since 1990. 

“For decades, we had been on track to reach a very high human development world by 2030, but 

this deceleration signals a very real threat to global progress,” said Achim Steiner, the UNDP 

administrator. 

“If 2024’s sluggish progress becomes ‘the new normal’, the 2030 milestone could slip by decades 

– making our world less secure, more divided, and more vulnerable to economic and ecological 

shocks.” 

For the fourth year in a row inequality between Low HDI and Very High HDI countries continued to 

increase, according to the report. This reverses a long-term trend that saw a reduction in 

inequalities between wealthy and poor nations. 

Development challenges for countries with the lowest HDI scores are especially severe - driven by 

increasing trade tensions, a worsening debt crisis and the rise of low-employment industrialisation. 

“Amidst this global turmoil, we must urgently explore new ways to drive development,” Mr Steiner 

said. “As artificial intelligence continues its rapid advance across so many aspects of our lives, we 

should consider its potential for development. New capabilities are emerging almost daily, and 

while AI is no panacea, the choices we make hold the potential to reignite human development 

and open new pathways and possibilities.” 

The report outlines three critical areas for action: building an economy where people collaborate 

with AI rather than compete against it; embedding human agency across the full AI lifecycle, from 

design to deployment; and modernising education and health systems to meet demands of 21st 

century democratisation of AI is already underway. 

SOURCE:  DAWN, MAY 7, 2025 
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Policeman martyred in Gwadar grenade 

attack 

A policeman was martyred in an exchange of fire after attackers threw a hand grenade near a 

masjid in Gwadar, according to police. 

According to Gwadar Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) Zia Mandokhail, a residential quarter 

of people belonging to Punjab was targeted with a hand grenade near Bilal Mosque located on 

Syed Hashmi Avenue. The attackers fired in the air and fled the scene. 

As the attackers attempted to flee, the police constable present at the scene took immediate 

action and chased one of the attackers. 

The timely police action led to one attacker, Shah Jahan, being killed, while the other, Shahzad, 

was seriously injured. 

In the exchange of fire, however, policeman Muhammad Khamari was martyred. 

Three others were also injured in the attack, according to SSP Mandokhail. 

Militant violence and security operations intensified in the country in March 2025, with the number 

of militant attacks surpassing 100 for the first time since November 2014, according to data 

released by the Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Studies. 

The think tank reported 105 militant attacks during the month, resulting in 228 fatalities, including 

73 security personnel, 67 civilians, and 88 militants. Additionally, 258 people were injured, 

comprising 129 security personnel and civilians. 

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 11, 2025 



DIGEST MAY 2025 

 

  14  

Two policemen martyred, two injured in 

Peshawar suicide attack 

Two policemen were martyred and two were injured in a suicide attack in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s 

capital of Peshawar, according to the police. 

Faced with increasing attacks by militants, especially in KP and Balochistan, security forces have 

also intensified counterterrorism operations. 

“Two policemen, including a sub-inspector, were martyred, and two were injured in a blast,” said 

Peshawar Capital City Police Officer (CCPO) Qasim Khan. 

He added that a police mobile was targeted in a suicide attack. The attack took place near the Ring 

Road Mall Mandi area. 

Earlier in the day, a policeman was martyred in an exchange of fire after attackers threw a hand 

grenade near a mosque in Gwadar. 

In another incident today, Lakki Marwat police thwarted a kidnapping bid by terrorists in the 

Landewa Gorabai area of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, with three people rescued, two terrorists killed 

and a cop injured in the rescue operation. 

Militant violence and security operations intensified in March, with the number of militant attacks 

surpassing 100 for the first time since November 2014, according to a report by the PICSS. 

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 11, 2025 
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Two terrorists killed as Lakki Marwat police 

rescue three hostages 

Lakki Marwat police thwarted a kidnapping bid by terrorists in the Landewa Gorabai area of 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, with three people rescued, two terrorists killed and a cop injured in the 

rescue operation, according to a senior police official. 

Faced with increasing attacks by militants, especially in KP and Balochistan, security forces have 

also intensified counterterrorism operations. 

Khanzala Khan, spokesperson to Bannu regional police officer (RPO) Sajjad Khan, told Dawn.com 

that terrorists attempted to abduct three locals in the Landewa Gorobai area of Lakki Marwat. 

“Local police immediately launched a search operation after receiving information about the 

incident,” Khan said. “During the operation, the police had a face-to-face encounter with the 

terrorists.” 

The spokesperson added that terrorists opened fire on the police team, with a policeman 

sustaining a minor injury. 

“However, the police and the DSP (Deputy Superintendent of Police) present at the scene fought 

bravely and pushed the terrorists back,” Khan said, adding that police recovered the three 

abductees. “Three terrorists were injured in the encounter and taken to the mountains by their 

companions. Two terrorists were killed on the spot.” 

The spokesperson added that Lakki Marwat District Police Officer Jawad led a search operation to 

trace the escaped terrorists. 

“Local peace committees cooperated fully with the police,” Khan added. 

Pakistan has witnessed an uptick in terror activities, especially in KP and Balochistan, after the TTP 

ended its ceasefire with the government in November 2022. 

Pakistan ranked second in the Global Terrorism Index 2025, with the number of deaths in terrorist 

attacks rising by 45 per cent over the past year to 1,081. 

However, a significant improvement was seen in Pakistan’s internal security landscape in April 

2025, “as both militant attacks and resultant casualties dropped sharply compared to March”, 

according to data released by the Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Studies. 

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 11, 2025 
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Four abducted truck drivers found dead in 

Noshki 

QUETTA: The bullet-riddled bodies of four abducted truck drivers from Punjab were found in the 

Galangoor area of Noshki district, approximately 100 km west of Quetta, officials said. 

The drivers were transporting LPG imported from Iran on May 9 when armed men intercepted 

their trucks in the Ahmedwal area on the Quetta-Taftan highway. The assailants burst the trucks’ 

tires and abducted the four men at gunpoint before security forces arrived at the scene, according 

to authorities. 

Local residents informed the administration about the bodies, prompting Levies and other law-

enforcement agencies to rush to the site. The bodies were taken to the district hospital in Noshki. 

Hospital officials confirmed all four men died from multiple bullet injuries after being shot from a 

close range. 

The deceased were identified as Moin and Huzaifa, residents of Pakpattan, and brothers Imran Ali 

and Irfan Ali, residents of Rahimyar Khan. 

Their bodies were sent to respective hometowns after legal formalities were completed. 

An investigation has been launched, officials said. No group has yet claimed responsibility for the 

killings. 

Balochistan government spokesperson Shahid Rind strongly condemned the killings. “Those 

behind such heinous acts — enemies of peace — will not be spared,” Mr Rind said in a statement, 

describing the incident as “barbaric and deeply tragic.” 

“The provincial government is utilising all available resources to ensure the perpetrators are 

brought to justice.” 

Mr Rind extended condolences to the victims’ families and assured them that justice would be 

served. He noted the victims were from Punjab and said the incident “appeared to be an attempt 

by terrorist elements to disrupt interprovincial harmony”. 

“The Balochistan government is committed to conducting a transparent and thorough 

investigation. Those responsible will soon be apprehended and dealt with an iron hand,” Mr Rind 

affirmed. He reiterated the government’s determination to uphold law and order, asserting that 

“such cowardly acts would not shake the state’s resolve”. 

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 14, 2025 
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Over 5,000 Pakistani beggars deported from 

Saudi Arabia so far 

 

 

ISLAMABAD: Saudi Arabia has deported a total of 5,033 Pakistani beggars whereas another 369 

individuals have been apprehended for begging in five other countries in the last 16 months. 

This information was placed before the National Assembly by Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi on 

Wednesday in a written reply to a question asked by Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) MNA Sehar 

Kamran. 

The official data provided by the minister shows that a total of 5,402 Pakistanis have been deported 

from Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Malaysia, Oman, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) since January 

2024. As many as 4,850 Pakistani nationals faced deportation from these countries in the year 2024 

whereas 552 have returned to Pakistan this year. 

The questioner has sought data of the last three years, but the minister provided details of the 

period starting from January 2024. 

Interestingly, the province-wise break-up of the data shows that most of those deported from 

these countries belong to Sindh province. A total of 2,795 people from the province are among 

those deported from these countries on begging charges whereas the number of such people 

belonging to Punjab stands at 1,437. 
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According to statistics, as many as 1,002 people from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 125 from Balochistan, 

33 from Azad Kashmir and 10 from Islamabad are among those deported from the six countries. 

After Saudi Arabia, the highest number of 247 Pakistanis has been repatriated from Iraq. The UAE, 

which raised the issue with the Pakistan government more vigorously and imposed strict 

restrictions on visas for the Pakistani nationals, has so far deported 58 such individuals during this 

period. 

Afghan Refugees 

In response to another question asked by Anjum Aqeel Khan of the ruling Pakistan Muslim League-

Nawaz (PML-N), the interior minister informed the National Assembly that over one million “illegal 

Afghans”, including those possessing Afghan Citizen Card (ACC), had been repatriated since 

November 2023 under the Illegal Foreigner’s Repatriation Plan (IFRP). 

“The IFRP has been approved by the federal government. Every sovereign state retains the right 

to deport illegal foreigners in order to safeguard its borders and national security. Furthermore, 

there are no international legal implications for Pakistan, as it is not a signatory to the 1951 UNHCR 

Refugee Convention or its 1967 Protocol with respect to Afghan repatriation,” says the minister in 

his written reply. He said Pakistan did not intend to extend the duration of ACC holders for further 

period. 

He further said that 1.377 million Afghan refugees, holding POR (Proof of Registration) had been 

repatriated to Afghanistan through the UNHCR repatriation programme since 2007. 

He said there were 813,146 Afghans with ACC and 1.304m POR holders in Pakistan at present. 

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 15, 2025 



DIGEST MAY 2025 

 

  19  

Pak, UK to counter illegal immigration 

 

The role of economic, trade and commercial attaches appointed in the UK and EU would be 
constructive and transformative. Pakistani-origin politicians and policymakers should also positively 

contribute in this connection.  

 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and the United Kingdom have agreed to enhance their cooperation to 

tackle illegal immigration, online child harassment, and other serious crimes. 

The commitment was reaffirmed during a high-level meeting in Islamabad, chaired by Interior 

Minister Mohsin Naqvi, where officials from both countries reviewed the progress under the UK-

Pakistan Serious Crime and Law Enforcement Programme (UPSCALE). 

The meeting focused on reviewing progress under the programme. Officials from UPSCALE, 

including Neil Fowler, Ken Daines, Habib Gul, and Fizza Waheed, participated in the session along 

with senior officers from the Ministry of Interior and the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA). 

The participants reviewed actions taken to address key issues such as illegal immigration, online 

child harassment, mutual legal assistance, extradition, criminal record sharing, illegal funding, and 

anti-narcotics measures. 
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The interior minister emphasised the need for stronger coordination and joint actions to curb 

illegal immigration and drug trafficking. "Illegal immigration is a top priority, and coordinated 

efforts must be made to prevent it," he said. 

The minister also stressed the importance of dealing firmly with online child harassment. 

"Immediate and strict action must be taken in such cases, and all available resources will be used 

to protect children online," Naqvi stated. 

To tighten border control, Naqvi announced that deported individuals involved in illegal migration 

would now be included in the passport control list for five years. The proposal to add sex offenders 

to this list is also under consideration. 

Acknowledging the UK's support, Naqvi welcomed continued collaboration. "Mutual cooperation 

is essential to combat illegal immigration. We value British assistance in this regard," he noted. He 

also highlighted improvements made in mutual legal assistance rules between the two countries, 

which have led to more effective outcomes. 

The meeting was briefed on the progress of the UPSCALE programme, including the operational 

status of a dedicated delivery unit and the establishment of Pakistan's first sex offender registry. 

SOURCE: THE EXPRESS TRIBUNE, MAY 16, 2025 
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Cybercrime network busted with help of 

FBI, Dutch police 

LAHORE: The National Cyber Crime Investigation Agency (NCCIA), in coordination with US Federal 

Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and Dutch police, arrested 21 suspects involved in cybercrime 

operations and digital fraud worth millions of dollars in Multan and Lahore. 

The NCCIA conducted raids in Lahore’s Bahria Town and Multan on May 15 and 16 that discovered 

the ‘HeartSender Group’ - a criminal network that not only executed financial scams but also 

developed and sold cybercrime tools globally. 

The arrested suspects include Rameez Shahzad alias Saim Raza (mastermind in Lahore), 

Muhammad Aslam (Rameez’s father), Atif Hussain, Muhammad Umar Irshad, Yasir Ali, Syed Saim 

Ali Shah, Muhammad Nowsherwan, Burhanul Haq, Adnan Munawar and Abdul Moiz from Lahore 

and Hussnain Haider (Multan operations head), Bilal Ahmad, Dilbar Hussain, Muhammad Adeel 

Akram, Awais Rasool, Usama Farooq, Usama Mehmood and Hamad Nawaz from Multan. 

According to documents available with Dawn, the gang operated as a cybercrime provider. Its 

operations included maintaining online marketplaces that sold phishing kits, scam page templates, 

and email extractors - all advertised as ‘fully undetectable’ by security software. More alarmingly, 

the group produced detailed video tutorials teaching buyers how to use these tools against 

victims. 

21 held in Lahore, Multan for international scams, cybercrime tools sale 

Rameez Shahzad allegedly ran the technical and business operations from House No 75 and House 

No 797 in Gulbahar Block, Bahria Town, Lahore, while coordinating with Multan-based partner 

Hussnain Haider who managed operations from Street No. 1 near Prime Mart, Fatima Avenue, 

Multan. 

During raids on these properties, the teams recovered 32 digital devices, including servers 

containing evidence linking the group to over 11,000 victims worldwide. Luxury vehicles, including 

a Lamborghini Urus were seized, along with property documents showing investments in Dubai 

real estate. 

NCCIA Additional Director Abdul Ghaffar said the group’s tools were connected to more than $50m 

in losses in the United States alone, with European authorities investigating 63 additional cases. 

“This wasn’t just a scam operation - it was essentially a cybercrime university that empowered 

fraudsters globally,” Ghaffar told at a press briefing. 

During interrogation, Muhammad Aslam admitted his son’s criminal activities, telling investigators: 

“My son has been looting money from across the globe through these online activities.” Digital 
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evidence recovered included WhatsApp and Telegram chats detailing phishing campaigns and 

financial fraud methodologies. 

Authorities have frozen assets worth 480m, including properties in Lahore, Multan and suspected 

overseas holdings. All suspects have been placed on the Exit Control List as investigators work to 

trace 142 cryptocurrency wallet addresses used by the network. With several key suspects still at 

large, including associates in Layyah and Mianwali, Interpol is preparing red notices. 

Multan NCCIA registered case under the Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act (PECA) 2016 and PPC 

against Rameez , Syed Saim Ali Shah, Muhammad Nousherwan and others Anti-Terrorism Court 

also approved a seven-day physical remand of the suspects. 

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 18, 2025 
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Security forces to ‘relentlessly pursue’ 

culprits of Khuzdar attack on school van 

 

A Photo of the bus carrying students after the explosion in Khuzdar. 

Security forces on Wednesday vowed to “relentlessly pursue” the culprits of the attack on a 

school bus in Balochistan’s Khuzdar, leaving three children among five dead and several others 

injured. 

A statement by the Prime Minister’s Office, issued after PM Shehbaz Sharif’s one-day visit to Quetta 

following the incident, said, “Pakistan’s security forces and law enforcement agencies will 

relentlessly pursue all those involved in this barbaric act. 

“The architects, abettors, and enablers of this crime will be held accountable and brought to justice 

and the truth about India’s cunning role, a real perpetrator of terrorism but feigns as a victim, 

stands exposed before the world.” 

The statement detailed the incident, claiming the act was carried out by “state-sponsored proxies 

of India (Fitna al Hindustan)” and added that “dastardly terrorist incidents” were being 

orchestrated through proxies in Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, “deliberately targeting 

civilians in a futile attempt to destabilise Pakistan”. 
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Defence Minister Khawaja Asif, Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi, Information Minister Attaullah 

Tarar, and Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir also visited Quetta to meet the victims of the attack 

along with the prime minister, the statement added. 

Balochistan Chief Minister Sarfraz Bugti and the Quetta Corps commander briefed the visitors 

about the incident, which led to the “martyrdom of three innocent children and two soldiers”, as 

well as 53 others injured, including 39 children, eight of whom were in critical condition, the 

statement added. 

The visitors expressed grief over the loss of lives, condemning the “shameful and despicable act”. 

 

The statement said that the terrorist groups were “not only being exploited by India as 

instruments of state policy but also stand as a stain on the honour and values of the Baloch and 

Pashtun people, who have long rejected violence and extremism. 

“India’s reliance on such morally indefensible tactics, particularly the deliberate targeting of 

children, demands urgent attention from the international community. 
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“The use of terrorism as a tool of foreign policy must be unequivocally condemned and 

confronted.” 

It further quoted PM Shehbaz as saying that the entire nation stood resolute behind its armed 

forces and law enforcement agencies. 

The statement added that the premier and COAS highlighted that “it’s now time, that the nation 

displays a very strong resolve similar to the one shown recently against the aggression by India, to 

bring the fight against foreign-sponsored terrorism to its logical and decisive end.” 

Earlier, the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) issued a statement saying, “In yet another 

cowardly and ghastly attack planned and orchestrated by terrorist state of India and executed by 

its proxies in Balochistan, innocent school-going children’s bus was targeted today in Khuzdar.” 

It further said that “after having miserably failed in the battlefield, through these most heinous 

and cowardly such like acts, Indian proxies have been unleashed to spread terror and unrest in 

Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.” 

The statement said that “Indian terror proxies are being employed as a state tool by India to 

foment terrorism in Pakistan against soft targets such as innocent children and civilians.” 

It noted that India had “failed” in Pakistan’s Operation Bunyanum Marsoos during the recent 

conflict, and its [proxies] were “being hunted [down] by military and law enforcement agencies”. 

“Use of terrorism as a state policy by [the] Indian political government is abhorrent and reflective 

of their low morality and disregard of [sic] basic human norms,” the ISPR said. 

“Planners, abettors and executors of this cowardly Indian-sponsored attack will be hunted down 

and brought to justice and [the] heinous face of India will be exposed in front of the entire world,” 

the military vowed. 

Pakistan Armed Forces, with the support of the brave Pakistani nation, stand “united to uproot 

Indian-sponsored terrorism from Pakistan in all its manifestations”, the ISPR said. 

Deputy Commissioner Yasir Iqbal Dashti told Dawn.com that the blast occurred when the school 

bus was near the Khuzdar Zero Point. 

The bodies and the injured were taken to the Khuzdar Combined Military Hospital, from where the 

seriously injured would be referred to medical facilities in Quetta and Karachi, the DC said. 

Police, the Frontier Corps (FC) and other law enforcement agencies personnel reached the site of 

the incident to collect evidence for an investigation. 

While a probe was underway, the DC said preliminary findings indicated that the attack was a 

suicide blast. 

On Monday, the ISPR said 12 terrorists of “Indian proxy” outfits were killed by security forces in 

separate engagements in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan. 
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Last month, ISPR Director General Lt Gen Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry accused India of activating its 

“assets” to inte-nsify terrorist attacks in Pakistan. 

He had detailed the arrest of a Pakistani terror suspect allegedly trained by India as “irr-e-futable 

evidence” of state-sponsored terrorism directed by Ind-ian military personnel. 

Condemnations 

PM Shehbaz earlier condemned the attack as a cowardly act. 

“The attack on innocent children in a school bus by terrorists working under Indian patronage is 

clear proof of their hostility towards education in Balochistan,” he said in a statement. 

Expressing deep sorrow over the death of the children, he said that the terrorists have “crossed 

all limits of barbarity”, vowing to bring them to their end. 

“The sympathies of the entire nation, including mine, are with the families of these innocent 

children, who were victims of the brutality of terrorists.” 

He directed the security forces to bring the perpetrators to justice and showed support for the 

armed forces’ resolve to eradicate terrorism from the country. 

 

President Asif Ali Zardari termed the attack a “heinous and inhumane crime.” He vowed to expose 

this “Indian-backed terrorism” at an international level. 

“These terrorists do not want to see Balochistan developed,” he said in a statement. 
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“While our prayers go out for the departed souls and their families, the planners & orchestrators 

of this heinous terrorist attack shall be brought to justice,” said Deputy PM and Foreign Minister 

Ishaq Dar. 

 

Balochistan government spokesperson Shahid Rind denounced the attack as the “hideous face of 

Indian state-sponsored terrorism”, as well as a “cowardly and inhumane act”. 

In a statement, Rind echoed the ISPR’s stance, saying that India was “creating instability in 

Balochistan to hide its failures”. He called India’s “state-sponsored terrorism” a threat to world 

peace. 

Naqvi also strongly condemned the “explosion inside the bus near Khuzdar Zero Point”. 

In a statement, he expressed deep sorrow and grief over the death of the children and extended 

his condolences to their families. 

“The beasts who target innocent children do not deserve any leniency. The enemy demonstrated 

barbarity by attacking innocent children,” Naqvi asserted. 

“The attack on the school bus is a heinous conspiracy of the enemy to create instability in the 

country. With the unity of the nation, we will foil every conspiracy,” the interior minister vowed. 

Naqvi also prayed for the speedy recovery of the wounded. 
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Communications Minister Abdul Aleem Khan also denounced the attack, saying that “terrorism 

against innocent children was the height of cowardice”. 

 

CM Bugti vowed that the government would not only expose every terrorist operating in the 

province but also “eradicate them completely”. 

“Following the success of Operation [Bunyanum Marsoos] and India’s disgraceful defeat, they 

have now resorted to cowardly and shameful tactics,” he wrote on X. 

 

Later, while talking to the media, Bugti said the government had solid information that Ajit Doval, 

the Indian national security adviser, was planning something in Balochistan, but did not expect him 

to target children. He said four children were slain while there were 42 injured in the attack. 

“We had intelligence regarding this but to target innocent children, this is India’s cowardice.” 

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 21, 2025 
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Pakistan suffered 7th highest number of 

casualties from explosives in 2024 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan was the seventh most affected country for civilians harmed by explosive 

weapons in 2024, with 790 civilian casualties and 210 killings, recorded across 248 incidents in the 

country, according to a report released by UK-based NGO, Action on Armed Violence (AOAV). 

Titled, ‘Action on Armed Violence’ (AOAV), the report notes that the casualties in 2024 represent a 

nine per cent decrease from 2023. However, there was a 11 per cent increase in incidents compared 

to 218 in 2023. Pakistan was listed at seventh position among the 15 most affected countries and 

territories in 2024. 

The majority of civilians harmed was attributed to non-state actors, who were reported 

responsible for 76pc of civilian casualties. In particular, the Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA) killed 

and injured 119 civilians in Pakistan last year. 

The BLA is among the biggest non-state users of explosive weapons in 2024, and it was the 

reported perpetrator of 15pc civilian casualties, marking a 440pc increase from 22 incidents 

recorded in 2023. Unknown non-state actors accounted for 54pc of civilian casualties (423), down 

from 541 recorded civilian casualties in 2023. 

All suicide bombings in the country were carried out by non-state actors, most notably, of the 

known non-state actors, were the Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA), who were responsible for 

2pc of all 9 incidents, but 89pc (92) of civilian casualties resulting from suicide bombings. Unknown 

non-state actors accounted for 6pc (5) of incidents, and 11pc of civilian casualties. 

Overall, 2024 saw the highest number of recorded incidents in Pakistan since 2014, and the second 

highest number of civilian casualties since 2018, and the second highest number of armed actor 

casualties since 2015. 

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 23, 2025 
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Policeman on polio duty gunned down in 

Balochistan’s Noshki 

A policeman guarding a polio vaccination team was gunned down by unknown attackers in 

Balochistan’s Noshki district, according to an official. 

Pakistan and Afghanistan are the only countries where polio remains endemic, and vaccination 

teams are frequently targeted by militants waging a campaign against security forces. 

Noshki Deputy Commissioner (DC) Amjad Hussain Soomro confirmed the “unfortunate incident” 

to Dawn.com, in which Waheed Ahmed was gunned down in Noshki’s Killi Muhammad Hassni 

district. 

He said that police have set up checkpoints at various places to search for the attackers, who will 

be arrested soon. 

DC Soomro noted that security of the health department staff working on the anti-polio campaign 

has been further beefed up. 

He added that the anti-polio campaign is continuing even after the terrorist incident and the 

targets given to the anti-polio teams in Noshki district for this national cause will be completed 

soon. 

Balochistan government spokesperson Shahid Rind confirmed that the martyred was a resident of 

Jalalabad, Noshki. 

“The polio campaign is a national duty, and any attack on it is intolerable,” Rind said in a statement, 

paying tribute to the slain officer who “sacrificed himself while on duty”. 

“This attack is a conspiracy to sabotage the national campaign and spread fear and panic,” Rind 

added. 

President Asif Ali Zardari condemned the attack in Noshki and offered heartfelt condolences to the 

family of the bereaved. 

He noted that the courage and sacrifice of polio officials “[inspires] us all to save our children from 

this crippling disease.” 

The president reiterated Pakistan’s commitment to fully eradicating polio. 

“We have the tools, the will, and the support of our global partners to make this vision a reality,” 

he said in a statement issued today. “I call on parents to open their doors to vaccinators, ensuring 

every child receives the life-saving polio drops. 
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“I urge teachers, religious leaders, and community elders to champion this noble cause, dispelling 

myths and building trust. I appeal to the media to amplify the truth: the polio vaccine is safe, 

effective, and our best weapon.” 

He reiterated his support for his daughter Aseefa Bhutto-Zardari, “whose tireless advocacy and 

efforts has galvanized our nation in this fight against polio”. 

“Today, I also pay tribute to our brave polio workers, who risk their lives to reach every child, often 

in the face of grave danger. 

“We also honour those polio workers and security officials who have made the ultimate sacrifice, 

losing their lives to cowardly attacks aimed at derailing our efforts to make Pakistan polio-free,” 

he said. 

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif also condemned the incident and affirmed that strict action will be 

taken against militant elements targeting the polio campaign, according to state-run Radio 

Pakistan. 

Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi condemned the incident and said that an attack on the team tasked 

with securing the safe future of children is intolerable. 

Balochistan Health Minister Bakht Muhammad Kakar strongly condemned the incident, describing 

it as a “cowardly and inhumane act.” 

He emphasised that targeting the polio campaign is equivalent to attacking the future of innocent 

children. While paying tribute to the martyred official, the minister hailed him as a “hero of the 

nation.” 

Kakar warned that any effort to derail the polio campaign would be seen as a direct challenge to 

the writ of the state, and affirmed that the government will deal with terrorists with an iron fist. 

Yesterday, two polio workers were abducted by armed assailants in Tank district while performing 

their duties in the Dolat Koruna area as part of the ongoing vaccination drive which kicked off on 

Sunday. 

The Pakistan Polio Programme launched the third drive of the year against the crippling disease at 

the National Emergency Operations Centre (NEOC), Islamabad. 

The campaign was formally inaugurated by Prime Minister’s Focal Person for Polio Eradication 

Ayesha Raza Farooq, alongside members of the Polio Programme’s core group and 

representatives of partner organisations, the statement added. 

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 27, 2025 
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Killing journalists 

AMID constant sociopolitical turmoil, Pakistan’s journalists have been under siege for long. As 

attempts to intimidate them into silence grow more blatant, Balochistan’s reporters, caught 

between the state and violent militants, battle an exceptionally hostile environment. The perilous 

circumstances our media functions in are reflected in the Committee to Protect Journalists’ 

statistics, which show last year as the deadliest for media persons in 30 years: some 124 journalists 

were killed in 18 countries; Pakistan stood at number two, with Sudan, for the highest journalist 

fatalities. Recently, Abdul Latif Baloch, a journalist at Daily Intikhab, was gunned down in Mashkay 

area of Awaran district. According to reports, gunmen barged into his house with the intention to 

kidnap him. On resistance, the gunmen shot and killed him. The Balochistan Union of Journalists 

has issued aggressive condemnations and called for the immediate arrest of the culprits, but his 

family refuses to comment. 

Media freedom fortifies representative democracy by holding power accountable and exposing 

injustice, while conveying truth to the public brings transparency into the business of the state. 

But the truth is that successive governments and the legal framework have proved ineffective in 

ensuring action against murderers of journalists. Their failures have shaped a culture of impunity 

whereby journalists are hounded by incessant threats and attacks. Freedom Network’s 2024 

Impunity Report asserts that in Pakistan six journalists were killed between November 2023 and 

August 2024. It is a matter of shame that the cost of speaking truth to power is paying with one’s 

life, especially in conflict-ridden areas such as Balochistan and KP. Silencing journalists impacts all 

strata of society, damages democratic values as well as the public’s faith in the system. Hence, the 

authorities must commit to enforcing laws — particularly the relevant 2021 law — along with 

robust investigations into violence against the press so that such atrocities are halted and the 

perpetrators are convicted. 

SOURCE:  DAWN, MAY 28, 2025 
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Organised crime challenges 

TARIQ KHOSA 

ORGANISED crime in Pakistan is deeply entrenched. Pakistan’s strategic location, coupled with 

socioeconomic vulnerabilities, porous borders and weak institutional oversight, makes it both a 

source and transit hub for multiple transnational OC activities. OC is not confined to traditional 

mafia-style groups, but spans a complex spectrum of urban gangs, tribal smuggling clans, 

insurgent-linked syndicates and terrorist outfits. OC in Pakistan manifests across multiple 

interconnected markets: 

Drug trafficking: The post-2022 Afghan Taliban opium ban saw a 95 per cent decline in poppy 

cultivation in Afghanistan, leading to fears of its production shifting to Pakistan. As per the US 2024 

International Narcotics Control Strategy Report, Pakistan is emerging yet again as a significant 

producer of opium (1,800 hectares were under poppy cultivation in 2023). Similarly, due to the ban, 

the market to manufacture methamphetamine may be expanding from Afghanistan to the 

Southwest Asian countries, including Pakistan. 

Human trafficking: Human trafficking networks operate both at home and across borders. Within 

the country, individuals are trafficked for purposes such as bonded labour, sexual exploitation, 

domestic servitude, and organised begging. A growing trend involves trafficking people abroad 

specifically for begging, with over 5,000 Pakistani nationals deported from Saudi Arabia in 2024 

and 2025 for this. In 2022, an estimated 26,539 trafficking victims were identified in Pakistan, with 

women comprising 75pc of the total (19,913), followed by 4,165 men, 2,170 boys and 287 girls. 

Migrant smuggling: Pakistan is both a key origin and transit country for migrant smuggling. 

Criminal networks exploit vulnerable populations, facilitating their movement through Iran and 

Turkiye en route to Europe. These operations are often connected to wider transnational criminal 

networks and involve human rights abuse. According to HRCP, an estimated 80,000 to 100,000 

Pakistanis attempt irregular migration each year, using overland, maritime and air routes. Between 

2021 and 2023, foreign authorities deported 154,205 individuals. 

Firearms trafficking: Black markets for firearms, notably in areas such as Darra Adam Khel and 

surrounding tribal regions, continue to function with minimal interference. Illicit manufacturing 

and flow of firearms is amongst the most ent--renched forms of OC in the country, deeply 

imp--acting national policy and law-enforcement efforts. 

Cybercrime and financial fraud: Cybercrime is emerging as a significant threat in Pakistan, with 

increasing incidents of identity theft, online abuse targeting women and children, digital blackmail 

and the use of cryptocurrencies for laundering illicit funds. Cybercriminals frequently attack critical 

digital infrastructure eroding public confidence in online services. Alongside this, financial crimes 

such as fraud, money laundering, terrorist financing, and corruption are key enablers of OC. They 
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facilitate illegal wealth accumulation, disrupt economic stability and weaken institutional integrity. 

Moreover, unchecked illicit financial flows damage Pakistan’s international financial standing and 

complicate its compliance with FATF conditions. 

Pakistani OC groups exhibit hybrid structures that differ from mafia-style cartels: 

Urban syndicates: Predominantly found in Karachi and other metropolitan areas, these are semi-

structured groups involved in extortion, utility control rackets (such as the water mafia), land 

grabbing, and drug retail markets. Their operations are often politically shielded and embedded in 

municipal institutions. 

Tribal and borderland smuggling clans: In Balochistan and KP, loosely affiliated clans dominate 

smuggling networks. These groups are often embedded in local kinship and tribal systems, 

enabling both protection and mobility. Their decentralised nature allows them to evade state 

detection and adapt rapidly. 

Militant-tied criminal groups: Some groups ope-rate in symbiosis with terrorist networks, using 

criminal economies — such as drug smuggling or extortion — to fund operations. These dynamics 

blur the lines between OC, insurgency and terrorism, especially along the Afghan border. 

OC groups in Pakistan utilise various operational tactics: 

Violence and coercion: Especially in Karachi and rural Sindh, extortionists, land mafias and human 

traffickers deploy violence, blackmail, and intimidation to assert dominance. 

Corruption: State-embedded actors facilitate OC by providing safe passage, protection from 

prosecution, and intelligence leaks. Corruption in police, Customs, and municipal governance 

remains a powerful enabler. 

Technology: Encrypted communications, dark web marketplaces, cryptocurrency laundering, and 

online scam infrastructure are being adopted, particularly in cybercrime and financial fraud. 

Legal fronts and informal systems: Criminal proceeds are laundered through real estate and shell 

companies. The informal economy facilitates unrecorded wealth flows and tax evasion. 

OC groups exploit systemic inequality, poverty, and unemployment, especially among youth. In 

informal urban settlements and rural hinterlands, they act as parallel governance providers, 

offering employment, loans and protection. This cultivates loyalty and normalises criminal 

economies. Further, clientage politics creates protection networks around OC actors. In such 

instances, election financing, land development and party patronage intertwine with criminal 

proceeds. 

Pakistan lacks disaggregated and unified crime databases. Most agencies work in silos, leading to 

inconsistent data on arrests, convictions or transnational linkages. For instance, while ANF 

reported seizures of 176 metric tons of narcotics in 2024, it did not list prosecution outcomes or 

identify OC groups and network leadership. Key knowledge gaps also include absence of 

centralised data on human trafficking. 
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Multiple agencies — FIA, ANF, Customs, and police departments — operate without effective 

coordination. There is no national strategy to counter the groups. Judicial inefficiency and limited 

protection for whistleblowers, journalists, and investigators further erode enforcement 

effectiveness. Asset recovery remains weak, with little focus on disrupting financial flows and 

profit chains. OC in Pakistan is often framed narrowly as a law-enforcement issue, neglecting its 

deeper structural roots — such as urban planning failures, gender inequality and elite capture. The 

dominance of anecdotal reports over empirical research weakens the design of evidence-based 

responses. 

Pakistan must not be perceived as a fragile state. It must adopt a whole-of-government and society 

approach rooted in four strategic pillars: 

Prevent: Build social resilience through youth employment, urban development, and education. 

Raise awareness against OC groups and increase civic participation. 

Pursue: Strengthen intelligence-led policing, inter-agency coordination, and proactive prosecution. 

Focus on dismantling enablers, and not just street-level actors. 

Protect: Ensure rights-based support for victims and targeted protection for investigators, whistle-

blowers and journalists. 

Promote partnerships: Engage civil society, private sector, and diaspora communities. Enhance 

regional cooperation and multilateral platforms like Saarc and the SCO. 

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 31, 2025 
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Save the girls 

SOME traditions that hinder individual progress are a heavy cross for society to bear. In Pakistan’s 

deeply patriarchal environment, where a female child’s agency is determined by her biological age, 

President Asif Zardari’s assent to the Islamabad Capital Territory Child Marriage Restraint Bill, 2025, 

despite resistance from the Council of Islamic Ideology — which said that classifying under-18 

marriages as rape was in conflict with religious law — deserves applause. Pakistan, where some 

19m girls are married off before they turn 18, is home to the sixth highest number of child brides in 

the world. Almost half of these youngsters become pregnant before the age of 18, and a mere 13pc 

complete secondary school. The bill is now law; however, its desperately needed implementation 

will depend on the government’s political commitment to safeguarding the girl child’s right to 

health, education and opportunities to realise their potential. 

The lethal mix of regressive customs and socioeconomic distress leads to early marriage. The new 

video campaign from Unicef, featuring its National Ambassador for Child Rights, actor Saba Qamar, 

is a timely move that promises to reach scores, open minds and drive change. It encourages society 

to question the practice, spells out the consequences of underage nuptials for girls and calls for 

the empowerment and protection of young females in Pakistan. Child marriage is no child’s play; it 

means lost childhoods, vulnerability to domestic violence, death during childbirth, poor health and 

even cervical cancer; the second most common cancer among females between 15 and 44 years. 

As a signatory to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, Pakistan cannot afford lethargy. It is 

also hoped that lawmakers will not allow conservative sections to hold constitutional liberties, 

including the safety and dignity of women and children, hostage to their whims. The CII has an 

advisory role, and there should be no pressure on lawmakers to comply with all its wishes. 

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 31, 2025 
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Security threats 

AS recent events have shown, Pakistan continues to face considerable internal security 

challenges, particularly acts of terrorism perpetrated by militant groups in KP and Balochistan. 

The military’s media wing said on Thursday that 12 terrorists had been neutralised in both provinces 

over the past few days. However, the counterterrorism operations have come at a high cost, as a 

number of security men were martyred in various incidents. These include four troops in North 

Waziristan, who lost their lives while confronting “Indian-sponsored” khawarij (the term the state 

uses for the banned TTP), as well as the loss of two Coast Guard men in Jiwani, who were 

reportedly attacked by militants near the Iranian border. These vulnerabilities must be plugged to 

prevent the loss of more troops. 

There had been some media reports that an Afghan Taliban commander had apparently issued a 

warning to fighters against attacking Pakistani forces and launching self-styled jihad. Attributed to 

an individual named Saeedullah Saeed, the warning stated that fighting Pakistan would be 

considered fasad (corruption) rather than jihad. The veracity of this statement is hard to establish. 

Even if we were to assume that the statement had been made, the warning has not had its 

intended effect, as the continuing TTP terrorist attacks inside Pakistan show. What is needed from 

the Afghan Taliban are firm commitments that they will not let their territory be used for staging 

attacks against Pakistan. 

This principle had been clearly enunciated at the trilateral meeting of Afghanistan, Pakistan and 

China’s foreign ministers in Beijing earlier this month. Summarising the main points of the meeting, 

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi had said that the three participants had agreed “to oppose all 

forms of terrorism … and … jointly combat terrorist forces of concern to each side”. 

Perhaps Islamabad and Beijing need to remind Kabul of this commitment. Hopefully, Pakistan’s 

elevation of diplomatic relations with Afghanistan to ambassadorial level should help improve 

matters. Regarding Balochistan, ties with Iran are largely cordial, so both sides must reinforce CT 

cooperation. As for the larger problem of Baloch separatist militancy, CT efforts must be carried 

out in tandem with a political process to address Balochistan’s challenges. 

Beating terrorism requires proactive engagement with foreign friends and neighbours, as well as 

internal security efforts and intel operations to bust terrorist cells. While hostile actors in the region 

may well be supporting terrorist groups, Pakistan must remain vigilant to thwart fresh threats. 

The key remains blending kinetic efforts with sociopolitical interventions to address immediate 

terrorist threats and the underlying factors that fuel militancy. Pakistan succeeded in thwarting 

foreign aggression, and with resolve the domestic terrorist threat can also be neutralised. 

SOURCE: DAWN, MAY 31, 2025 
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Targeting the voiceless 

DR SYED KALEEM IMAM 

From the APS massacre to the recent killings in Khuzdar, Mir Ali, and Azam Warsak, one question 

haunts us: what justifies the murder of children—too innocent to threaten, too voiceless to resist? 

Around the world, they are no longer collateral—they are targets. And in this age of soaring human 

rights rhetoric and legal safeguards, the hypocrisy is deafening. 

Islam regards children as a divine trust—sacred souls placed in our care. Internationally, the UN 

Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)—ratified by Pakistan—upholds core principles: the 

right to life, protection, development, and participation. Article 6 guarantees survival and growth; 

Article 38 compels states to shield children from armed conflict. Yet, these promises often ring 

hollow in the very regions where they are needed most. 

There is no sight more jarring than a child caught in crossfire—wars they neither understand nor 

choose. Yet the blood of the voiceless has become a bargaining chip in conflicts driven by ego, 

ideology, and imperialism. From bombed classrooms to refugee camps, children are not merely 

caught in violence—they are marked by it. Even the once-crowded Zam Zam and Abu Shouk camps 

in Sudan—full of children who had known no home but tents—now stand erased. 

History is a grim teacher. When power or ideology is on the line, morality becomes the first 

casualty. Jewish children perished in the Holocaust. Dresden burned. My Lai’s massacre echoed 

brutality without pauses. In Rwanda, machetes spared neither child nor conscience. Each time, the 

world declared “Never Again”—only to forget again. 

Today, the forgetting continues. Since renewed conflict began in 2023, more than 14,000 children 

have reportedly been killed in Gaza. Rubble buries their names; shrapnel writes their fates. UN 

agencies warn of a “graveyard for children.” The world responds with carefully worded 

condemnations—and then changes the channel. 

Pakistan, too, carries its burden of broken childhoods. In the 2000s, drone strikes—justified as 

surgical—often tore through homes and schools in Waziristan. According to the Bureau of 

Investigative Journalism, hundreds of children were among the casualties. No names, just 

numbers. But the horror doesn’t end with children being targeted—they are increasingly used, 

recruited, and weaponised. Across Africa, rebel militias have turned children into tools of war. The 

Lord’s Resistance Army in Uganda forced many into roles as fighters, porters, and victims of abuse. 

During a peacekeeping mission in Liberia, I was struck by the sight of a child soldier—barefoot, 

barely clothed, yet clutching an assault rifle and calling himself “General Rambo.” He couldn’t have 

been more than 13. He was a tragedy. A child robbed of childhood, not by choice but by 

circumstance. Pakistan, too, has witnessed its share of this grotesque exploitation. 
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I still remember vividly: the first instance of a child suicide attacker in Pakistan. It was 2003, at a 

church in Islamabad’s Diplomatic Enclave. The boy, no older than 14, believed he’d return home 

after a “mission.” He was fitted with eight grenades. Five exploded—killing worshippers. The last 

one detonated in his hand. He never knew escape was never the plan. The three unused grenades 

he carried were grim relics of stolen innocence. In 2007, at Islamabad’s Sitara Market, another 

young attacker panicked and fled. He tried to remove his suicide vest. That split-second of 

hesitation was his cry for help—a child trapped in a role he never chose. Many others never got 

the chance. 

Children are not born to kill. They are taught. Indoctrinated. Turned into pawns. This 

transformation—from innocent to instrument—is among the gravest betrayals of our shared 

humanity. The tragedy isn’t just in their deaths; it’s in how we erase their agency long before. 

Worse still is the silence that follows. Children killed in combat zones are written off as acceptable 

loss. Those weaponised by extremists are condemned without inquiry into who recruited them, 

trained them, discarded them. Rarely do we prosecute manipulation; even more rarely do we 

rehabilitate it. Media cycles move on, and so does public conscience—leaving behind only families 

who remember, and children who never got to grow up. 

During my tenure as Inspector General of Police in Sindh, I held just one press conference—not to 

claim success, but to apologise. A child had died in crossfire. We had failed to protect. I said sorry, 

pledged to build capacity, and took disciplinary action. That moment still haunts me. For unless we 

own such failures, we risk becoming no different from the very forces we are meant to fight. 

Unfortunately, the state’s response to child victims of conflict has been largely procedural. 

Counterterrorism focuses on eliminating threats—not healing them. De-radicalisation centres are 

scarce and underfunded. Victim compensation, where it exists, is tangled in bureaucracy. School 

security is more theatre than assurance. Worst of all, public memory fades fast (especially in our 

society)—far too fast for grieving families to feel acknowledged. 

The Constitution of Pakistan promises protection, but when these guarantees fail to move beyond 

the page, they become moral décor—irrelevant in practice, insulting in principle. Meanwhile, in the 

rural and tribal belts of Pakistan where birth rates are highest, countless children—many orphaned 

and undocumented—grow up in extended families, invisible to the very state meant to protect 

them. And moving forward requires more than grief. Pakistan must invest in child rehabilitation, 

trauma care, and de-radicalisation. Internationally, all actors—state or non-state—must be held 

accountable for violence against children. 

And this failure is not ours alone. If the world continues to look away as children die in Gaza, Yemen, 

flee in Sudan, or perish unnoticed in Pakistan—whether at the hands of terrorists or through 

inadvertent state action—then our outrage is selective, and our humanity a performance. 

Because maybe the only time we’ll stop changing the channel, the only time we’ll truly care... is 

when the body pulled from the rubble is wearing our own child’s school uniform. 

SOURCE: THE NATION, MAY 31, 2025 
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May sees a modest rise in attacks, but 

militants fail to escalate amid regional crises 

Despite heightened military tensions between Pakistan and India in May, militant groups were 

unable to significantly escalate their activities in Pakistan, according to data released by the 

Islamabad-based think tank, Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Studies (PICSS). 

The PICSS monthly security assessment recorded 85 militant attacks in May —up slightly from 81 

in April — resulting in 113 fatalities. These included 52 security forces personnel, 46 civilians, 11 

militants, and four peace committee members. 

A total of 182 people were injured, comprising 130 civilians, 47 security personnel, four militants, 

and one peace committee member. 

This marks a five per cent increase in militant attacks compared to April. Notably, there was a 73pc 

rise in security personnel deaths, and a dramatic 145pc increase in civilian injuries (from 53 in April 

to 130 in May). 

However, injuries among security personnel decreased by 20pc, falling from 59 to 47. 

In operations initiated by security forces during the month, at least 59 militants were killed, while 

five security personnel lost their lives. Additionally, seven security personnel and five militants 

sustained injuries. Security forces also arrested 52 suspected militants during various intelligence-

based operations. 

Combining militant attacks and security operations, the overall casualty toll for May stood at 172 

deaths — including 57 security personnel, 65 militants, 46 civilians, and four peace committee 

members. 

A total of 194 people were injured, comprising 130 civilians, 54 security personnel, nine militants, 

and one peace committee member. Militants also abducted at least 19 individuals during the 

month. 

A striking aspect of the May security landscape was a 78pc rise in the deaths of security personnel, 

contrasted with a 68pc decline in militant deaths compared to April. 

Notably, May was the first month since October 2024 in which militant fatalities were recorded in 

double digits (65), a sharp drop from 203 in April. 

Provincial overview 

Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa remained the most affected provinces, accounting for 82 of 

the 85 attacks nationwide. 
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Balochistan experienced the highest level of violence, with 35 militant attacks that left 51 people 

dead — including 30 civilians, 18 security personnel, and three militants — and 100 injured (94 

civilians, five security personnel, one militant). Militants also abducted nine individuals in the 

province. 

A particularly tragic incident occurred in Khuzdar, where a blast targeted an Army Public School 

bus, killing eight children (mostly girls) and two staff members, and injuring 35 others. 

In the merged tribal districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 22 militant attacks led to 45 deaths, including 

23 security personnel, 12 civilians, six militants, and four peace committee members. 

Additionally, 58 people were injured, comprising 30 security personnel, 27 civilians, and one peace 

committee member. 

In mainland KP, excluding the tribal districts, 25 militant attacks resulted in 14 deaths, including 10 

security personnel and two each from civilians and militants. Additionally, 24 people were injured, 

including 12 security personnel, nine civilians, and three militants. 

Sindh witnessed three militant attacks, resulting in the deaths of two civilians and one security 

personnel. 

No militant attacks were reported from Punjab, Azad Jammu & Kashmir (AJK), or Gilgit-Baltistan. 

However, Punjab recorded the highest number of militant arrests, with 39 suspects detained in 

intelligence-based operations. In Azad Kashmir, security forces conducted a raid in Rawalakot, 

killing four militants reportedly affiliated with Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan. 

SOURCE: DAWN, JUNE 1, 2025 




